
Issue 32 
Summer 
2007

INSIDE

A BRIEF 

HISTORY OF 

SANDWICH 

PUBS 
Part Two
See Page 30

PUB PROFILE 

The Marquis 
of Granby 

Alkham

See Page 43

CROWN JEWEL
Finglesham's Crown is 
2007 Pub of the Year



Channel Draught
is published and 

©2007 by the 
Deal Dover 

Sandwich & District 
Branch of the 

Campaign for Real Ale 
Editorial Team 

Editor & 
Advertising 
Martin Atkins 

Editorial Assistants 
Anne Mcllroy 
Trisha Wells

Editorial Address

Editor do 
2 Eastbrook Place 
Dover CT161RP 
01304 201870 

v 216497

Please drink

ISSUE 32 
U f l l l L X I L  summer 2007

w;: the Summer 2007 Issue of Channel 
Draught, and the brave new world: new prime minis

ter. no smoking In pubs and the suspension of rational 
thought. While it's obviously too early for an assessment of 
the new regime we might perhaps hope that Gordon Brown 
will be more amenable to the interests of real ale and the 
traditional British pub than his predecessor, whose Idea of 
going for a drink probably had more in common with a 
glass of wine at a cafe on the Mediterranean than a pint of 

northern constituency. As Chancellor, the

Equally recent is the smoking ban, to which al the time of 
writing, smokers, non-smokers and publicans alike are all 
adjusting. No more will entering a pub offer that happy fug 
of tobacco smoke and aroma of warm beer -  in fact it has
n't for a long time, ever since the introduction of extensive 
ventilation and the popularity of chilled lager -  but it's the 
memory that still lingers from thirty or forty years ago. At 
the moment the proscribed, wishing to indulge their habit, 
might be found banished to the pavement outside the pub 
door, or beneath the great variety of structures and si ' 
ters that have sprung up in pub g< ' ' "
No doubt (he real test will come as the year progresses 
and the comparatively balmy weather gives way to the chill 
winds of winter. It will be instructive to compare the contri
bution to global warming from all the additional patio heat
ers, and the increase in colds, flu and pneumonia, with the 
alleged benefits of smoke free pubs.
As for rational thought, CAMRA has always supported 
choice. It cannot be beyond the wit of man to have catered 
for both smokers and non-smokers, as well as providing 
protection for bar staff if they so desired -  although, inter
estingly, any campaign on their part in support of the ban

Jltwrfin Utkins (£ ditw )
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~ THE BATTLE OF LEWES |
lake anything away from the Harveys 
loving patrons of the Lewes Arms, few



Your firs t choice for real ale, real food, great 
wines, malt whiskies and a good night's sleep 

Deal, Dover, Sandwich & District CAMfZA 
Pub of the Year 2006 

4 real ales on stillage and handpump 
52+ malt whiskies 

Superior ♦♦♦♦ non-smoking accommodation 
All fresh food including locally caught fish 

Wines from € 1 0  a bottle 

Open Mon-Sat 11 .00-11 .00 , Sun 12 .00 -5 .00  

Lunch 7  days a week, dinner Monday-Saturday

52 Castle S treet, Dover, CT16 1PJ 
01304 202194

book@blakesofdover.com
www.blakesofdover.com

mailto:book@blakesofdover.com
http://www.blakesofdover.com


The Local News

If you have any news about a pub In your area -  new been or different beer range, alteratior 
the pub, beer festivals or anything that may be oflnterestto our readers, please email:

channeldrauqht.pubnews@virqin.net

We are, of course, equally pleased to hearfrom landlords with news about their pub.

DOVER
Falstaff, Ladywell: As reported in our 
Spring Issue the Sir John Falstaff has 
now reopened, with new landlady 
Sarah Webb who has run the Britannia 
since 2003. She has renamed the pub 
the Finest Hour, to commemorate 
World War II, although at the time of 
writing it Is slill awaiting a new sign 
and the removal of the old signage 
from over the doors. The pub will fea
ture wartime memorabilia and articles, 
and provide a base for the Dover War 
Memorial project. Several months of 
refurbishment have seen the pool ta
ble gone and leather sofas Installed. 
Initially there Is no real ale but we hear 
that Sarah is planning to reintroduce it

Royal Oak, Whitfield: The pub was 
open again under new management in 
early July, after the three month li
cense suspension in April following 
incidents of serving underage drinkers, 
and reports of anti-social behaviour in 
and around the pub earlier in the year. 
David Bliss, who ran the pub with his 
wife Anne, felt the pub had been made 
a scapegoat. “I have been running

pubs since 1970 and never had a 
warning or a caution or a prosecution.

tre and I will see lots of underage 
drinkers, but we are a quiet out-of-the- 
way pub and an easy target" he said. 
Subsequently the police wrote to every 
publican in the Dover area warning 
them of the consequences of selling 
alcohol to those under eighteen.
Fox, Temple Ewell: Mid April saw Har
veys Hadlow Bitter (brewed with Had- 
low Hops), a sharp clean tasting bitter 
although on this occasion your re
porter felt too cold. Other more un
usual beers have included Titanic 
Steerage, Castle Rock Tree Sparrow 
and Sheffield Farmer's, the last com
pletely unknown to your editor but ob
viously a 'must have’ for landlord 
Steve, named, as it is, after his home

Railway Bell. Kearsney: Good news 
for real ale drinkers from this pub on 
the edge of Dover. Fran and Kathy 
have joined the SIBA scheme of direct 
deliveries from small brewers, to add 
to their standard selection of London 
Pride and Greene King Abbot and IPA.

mailto:channeldrauqht.pubnews@virqin.net


Dan welcomes you to

I Tw Lcatfier Qtottfc
Great Mongeham, Deal

Fine A les &  Lagers 
Beer Garden, Pool, Darts, S ky Sports &  Prem  +

Monday to Friday 4 pm - 11pm 
Saturday & Sunday 12 noon - 11pm

Tel: 01304 375931

Victorian Frcehouse A Restaurant 
Open All Day 7 Days a week

Restaurant and Snack Menu available all day 
5 en-suite letting rooms 

Live Entertainment 
Real Ales: Shepherd Neame S p itfire , Courage Best 

plus Guests 
All the essence o f a village pub in 

Dover Town Centre



In mid May new beers included Land
lord and Caledonian. Meanwhile at the 
nearby Dublin Man O'War in Lower 
Road, good news also for lovers of 
Goacher’s beer with the pub having 
reinstated Gold star as a regular. At 
the other end of River the Cricketers 
has been selling Hobgoblin and Spit-

Golden Lion, Priory Place: Rab and 
Teresa still turning over loads of real 
ale in this very busy town centre 
boozer. Normally two or three avail
able, regulars including Directors, 
Bombardier, London Pride and Black 
Sheep. Particularly pleasing recently 
were the most excellent Tetley Impe
rial, and a superb pint of Hancock's 
HB which tasted like no Hancock this 
reporter had ever tasted. Hancock HB 
has also appeared among the selec

tion at the Renaissance on the oppo
site side of York St. roundabout, which 
has also featured beers from Nelson of 
Chatham. And the same brewery is 
now standard at the Prince Albert. Big
gin St, alongside Greene King's Rud
dles Best.
Snoops. Castle St: Further twists in 
the redevelopment proposals for the 
former cinema-cum-nightclub. Now 
owners JD Wetherspoon are planning 
to retain the Castle St facade and pos
sibly much of the original entrance 
foyer with its marble floor, grand stair
case and decorative balustrading. To 
the rear, though, it is intended to de
molish the original auditorium, and 
replace it with a four storey extension, 
incorporating a ground floor pub with 
river frontage, and 12 flats and a pent
house above. However no date for



! Whitbread/Fremlins pub currently 
x  complete demol!- owned by Shepherd Neame has 

hnnArt t n h o ^ r ^ "  a.,pu °n,y chan9ed ve,y much over the lasthoped to have the new operation up and twenty or thirty years In Its olorv davs
running by late 2007/earty 2008. (m,d 1970s to m* 193^,
Blakes Castle St Snoops very differ- b“ n- under the stewardsh,p of Ernie 
ent near neighbour continues to concerv Gefalaus- the pub did a thriving trade,
trate on microbrews, with particular em- Providing welcome R & R for those
phasis on those from Kent. Goacher's involved wi,h ,he Port. cor a variety of 
beers are a regular, supplying the pub's reasons lhat ,rade ls more and
only draught stout in the shape of now' as lhe test remaining p , - -----
Goacher's Impenal, as wen as now their ------- ----------------

ham More recently the odd bi.___
the relatively new Millis Brewery of Dart- , u -----------------
ford has turned up. The pub provided an ,en,lal However, unfortunately, recent 
excellent venue for the aftermath of Vears have hot seen the pub overbur- 
Steve Callacher’s funeral in June and dened wrth "vestment East Cliff is as
later in July for Kent CAMRAs bi- much a community as any other part
monthly regional meeting, of Dover, and the local authority
VMt, H™,. st J.m.s St: A, »,b«i “n> tor
extensive and wide ranging selection of „
ales over the last few months, although Fla9*h,P Snargate St Very different
also as usual too many for us to sample ,owar0s other end of Dover's wa-
them all. Old fevountes such as Dark lersK)e f,onla9e' where the former
Star Original and Hophead, East St Yort< House underwent a makeover
RCH and Oakham Bishop's Farewell; earller ,n ,h« Vear' creating a

as Tring Shaw Thing, a 4.1% mid to ° "  a naut,c
dark brown bitter, which was excellent * I“'out nat ------- ---------
as was Titanic's Red Ensran, a 4.3% Llcensee Daw Watson, who acquired
bitter. Particularly notable was a barrel lhe Pub w,lh his wi,B al lhe start of the
of Nethergate's 5% Old Growler Porter year' has a great love of boats and the

First & Last East Cliff: The former

assured afe* rea* a*e pub has been 
selling Bass, although It wasn’t on dur
ing a recent visit

Page 9



The Golden Hind
85, Beach Street, 

Deal, Kent, CT14 7JB

We pay top prices for antiquarian and good quality and 
rare second hand books, in particular 

LOCAL BOOKS; ANTIQUARIAN; MARITIME; 
EARLY BIBLES etc.

This famous old bookshop, situated opposite the Royal Hotel, has been a 
source o f interesting books fo r  over SO years

Phone/fax: 01304 375086 
E-mail: Mcconnellbooks@aol.com

N E W  C A F E  N O W  O P E N
MON Fill HAM TO 11»M 
BREAKFAST FROM E2.7."

+ AI.I. MAINS I NDlill £5.00

Live Music and Events weekly 
Come and try  our pizza feature cooked while you wait

- eat in or take-away

Tel 01304 611444 Kax 01304 617037

mailto:Mcconnellbooks@aol.com


Louis Armstrong, Maison Dieu Rd: 
Hopdaemon Skrimshander is now well 
established as the pub’s house bitter, 
and is proving its worth as a replace
ment for Bass, with turnover running 
well ahead of the latter. Alongside is 
normally at least one guest, often 
Gadds' No 5 or Seasider from the 
Thanet brewer. Other regulars include 
Burton Bridge whose Silver Medal ale 
proved very popular in May and the 
Grand Union Single Hop series. Of 
course the pub is also Dover's longest 
established live music venue where, 
for the price of a few pints, we have 
the good fortune of listening to some 
very fine musicians.
Red Lion, Charlton Green: A few min
utes' walk from the Louis, the Red Lion 
by contrast represents the more tradi
tional pub, supporting darts and skit
tles teams, and offering big screen TV

for sporting events. Still split into two 
cosy bars, one with a real fire in win
ter, it is one of the few Dover pubs 
where you will regularly find crib being 
played. Real ales are Bombardier and 
London Pride. At the rear is a sizable 
walled garden with a skittle alley and, 
in summer, roses, hollyhocks and hon
eysuckle.
King Lear, Aycliff: Permission has 
now been granted to replace the pub 
with flats and houses, and it now joins 
the Primrose (vacant site), the Or
ange Tree and Westbury in the ranks 
of ex-Dover pubs, or ex-pub sites, 
awaiting redevelopment. Whether the 
Engineer will in due course join them 
remains to be seen, but for the mo
ment it's still closed, and all has been

THE 

GUILDHALL
42 The Bayle, Folkestone 

Tel. 01303 251393

Stuart and Gilly 
welcome you to 

our traditional family run pub. 
Four Real Ales - Good Pub Food.

Open 12 Noon-11pm Mon-Thu 
12 Noon ■ M idnight Fri & Sat 
12 Noon ■ 10:30pm Sunday



DEAL
Ship, Middle St: Seemingly increas
ingly devoting itself to Gadds. three of 
its five handpumps have regularly 
been offering the Thanet brewer's ales 
over recent months -  Nos. 3. 5 and 7, 
and Seasider having all been seen. 
Meanwhile Old Speckled Hen and 
Deuchar’s IPA are normal occupants 
of the remaining pumps. More Gadds 
at the Prince Albert along the road, 
where No 3 was available at the end of 
May. along with Milestone Lion's Pride 
and Highgate Foxes Nob. On the op
posite comer of Alfred Square the 
Saracens Head had added Shep's 
seasonal. Early Bird, to the standard 
Master Brew and Spitfire.
Bohemian Beach St Five hand
pumps now at the Bohemian, also, 
one usually devoted to Weston Vin
tage Cider while the rest, in lale April, 
were all occupied by Kent brews -  
Nelson Rochester, Gadds No 5, Hop- 
daemon Incubus and, we're told, 
something called Bohemium from 
Whitstable
Berry. Canada Rd: Harvey's Sussex 
Best continues as standard house bit
ter. joined in April among others by 
Woodforde's Norfolk Nog. Sheps Bish
ops Finger and Shipwrecked, and 
Loose Cannon from Nelson. Not so 
good at the other pubs In this comer of 
Walmer - the Stag usually has real ale 
(Bass and Greene King IPA on a re
cent visit) but there now appears to be 
none at the Cambridge or the Gran
ville. and the Lifeboat is closed with 
permission to convert to two houses. 
Three Horse Shoos, Great Monge- 
ham: A change of landlord during the 
Spring with Wendy and Martin being

replaced by Alison and Graham. At 
time of writing, however, no change of 
real ale which is still Greene King IPA 
and Gadds No 5, but we are not sure 
whelher the late August beer feslival 
will still be going ahaad. And Gadds 
No. 5 also at the Leather Bottle jusl 
along the road, where ex-Firkin land
lord Dan Warwick was selling It along
side Rowers IPA in mid April. In earty 
June the guest ale was the now rarely 
seen Castle Eden, in excellent condi
tion.
Strand, High Street; The former Black 
Horse Hotel, unrecognisable afler a 
major refurbishment some years ago, 
has now applied to convert the first 
"oor and above to 14 flats. In the pub 
Itself real ales are Worthington 1744 
and Bass Bass also at the New Inn a 
few doors along. plus Spitfire, and in 
Queen St the Hole In The Roof ap
pears to be continuing with Abbot as a 
second real ale to Directors.
Bowling Green Tavern. Bowling 
Green Lane: A pleasant and friendly 
pub off Middle Deal Rd, with well kept 
beer and 'yummy' food, according to 
one branch member Real ale range 
mainly drawn from nationals: Bass, 
Flowers IPA. and Greene King IPA 
and Abbot. Well looked after real ale. 
also, at Ihe nearby Magnet in London 
Rd, a Shepherd Neame House where 
the normal range is Master Brew and 
Spitfire However no sign of real ale 
these days at the Brickmakers Arms 
at the comer of Mill Rd and Park Ave
nue.

FOLKESTONE 
Lifeboat: Standard fare is Harvey's 
Sussex. Landlord plus one or two 
guests. In earty May the latter included

Page 12



Hop Back Odyssey, an ale not much 
seen locally since Its launch two years 
ago, and very good too although Hop 
Back appeared to have tinkered with 
the recipe somewhat, the beer now 
looking and tasting more like a stan
dard bitter than the rather dark and 
astringent brew that appeared origi
nally. Other beers have included Old 
Speckled Hen and Caledonian Top 
Banana. At the East Cliff Tavern over 
the Spring Bank Holiday we were able 
to enjoy the excellent Gadds No 5 at 
its best. Also on handpump was 
Strong Dark Mild from Archers.
British Lion, The Bayle: In June guest 
beers included Bateman's Valiant, 
Wood's Pot o' Gold, Jennings Cocker 
hoop. Exmoor Stag and a very good 
beer from Cains, 2008 at 5%. Down 
the road at the Guildhall Greene King 
IPA is standard, with a variety of 
guests; Hobgoblin. Bombardier and 
Black Sheep appearing regularly, plus 
in early July more Cocker hoop to
gether with HOB and Waggle dance. 
Meanwhile at Chambers it was good 
to see Dogbolter back on again along
side the normal selection of ales: 
Skrimshander, Southwold bitter, 
Gadds No 5 and Old Thumper. The 
bar also continues to sell two ciders. 
We hear that the Easter festival was a 
considerable success once again. At 
Harveys. Sandgate Rd real ale still 
mainly comprises beers from Courage 
and Archers, but a recent visit found 
the Happy Frenchman with just a sin
gle real ale, Adnams Bombardier.
Ship. Sandgate: The pubs continues 
to carry one of the widest selections of 
real ales around -  normally up to half 
a dozen beers plus cider. A visit one 
summer Sunday afternoon found IPA,

Abbot and the refreshing light and cit- 
rusy Ale Fresco from Greene King, 
Crop Circle and Summer Lightning 
from Hop Back, and locals Hopdae- 
mon Incubus and Gadds Storm Warn
ing. And another Sunday afternoon 
visit to Sandgate. this time to the Clar
endon. found a folk session in pro
gress (impromptu, or otherwise), along 
with Master Brew and Early Bird. 
Around the Fishmarket the Three 
Mackerel (formerly Euphoria or Nos
talgia or the Oddfellows), is still selling 
Harveys Sussex Best, while retaining 
its ultra modem steel/plastic/glass feel. 
At the Ship in early July London Pride 
and Abbot and at the Mariner London 
Pride and Greene King IPA.
Princess Royal: At last visit in early 
July the pub was closed, a sign out
side offering 'a pub to let ", although its 
small and unprominent position above 
the door doesn't suggest a great deal 
of enthusiasm on Shops' part. From 
being a popular boozer the last few 
years have not been kind to the pub. 
Having had most of its character re
moved by various alterations, most of 
its trade appears to have been subse
quently removed as well although of 
late, real ale in the shape of Master 
Brew had reappeared on the hand- 
pumps. One might speculate as to 
exactly where this sad little pub fits 
Into Shepherd Neame's portfolio, but 
the brewery’s reluctance to gel rid of it 
suggests something along the lines of 
'possible future, but as yet unidenti
fied, development potential'; in due 
course heading the same way as the 
White Lion. Two Bells and Martello. 
currently all boarded up and Increas
ingly looking as If their days as pubs
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SANDWICH& RURAL 
New inn, Harnet St., Sandwich: After 
years of seemingly doing nothing but 
Master Brew and Courage Best in the 
real ale stakes, a visit in early May 
found the pub selling stronger brews in 
the shape of Bass and Spitfire. 
Marquis of Granby. Alkham: At the 
time of writing the pub's owners are 
seeking a new landlord, Paul Hood 
having left earlier in the year. In the 
meantime they are running the pub 
themselves. Usually three real ales 
with a strong preference for local 
beers -  around Easter these were 
Harvey's Sussex, Gadd's No 7 and 
Whitstable EIPA. In July the pub 
hosted an excellent Branch social. 
(See Pub Profile Page 43). 
Coastguard, St Margaret's Bay: Prob
lems in April and May arising from dust 
created by resurfacing work to the ad
joining Council Car Park now pre
sumably resolved, the pub can return 
to concentrating on Its food and drink. 
The variety ot real ales is as great as 
you'll find anywhere around. Two re
cent visits produced six different ales: 
Skrimshander, Coyote Bitter from 
Wolf, Grand Union Bitter, Gadds No 5, 
Fyne Ale Piper's Gold and Hogs Back 
HHB. Conversely the pub's cider has 
remained consistently unchanged with 
Weston 1s'Quality.
Yew Tree, Barfrestone: Still turning 
over a wide range of Kentish ales. 
Hopdaemon, Gadds. Whitstable, etc. 
with a few from more distant parts -  
Cottage Wessex Spring getting a very 
good rating in late April. The pub 
played host for our June Branch meet
ing. when we occupied most of the 
back bar, and among other beers en

joyed some excellent Goacher's Mild. 
Dog, Wingham: A visit In early May 
found London Pride and Courage 
Pride on the bar. The pub is pleasant 
enough but seems primarily to operate 
as a restaurant, an aspect reflected in 
the beer prices. £3.20 for a pint of Lon
don Pride must be a local record.
Red Lion, Stodmarsh: As reported In 
our Spring Issue the pub will be hold
ing a summer beer festival, however It 
is now to be August Bank Holiday 
weekend, Saturday 25* to Monday

well as plenty of real ales there will be 
live music Sunday and Monday -  Sun
day afternoon features Hullabaloo.

Monday afternoon Slim Lightfoots with 
buskers.
Hare & Hounds, Northboume: Good 
to see five real ales on again here. On 
various visits during the Spring we 
found Adnams Bitter and Harvey's 
Sussex as regulars along with a selec
tion including Greene King IPA and 
Abbot, 6X, Theakston's Best, Bombar
dier and Hancock's HB. A beer festival 
is planned tor late July.
Duke William. Ickham: Also good to 
see this pub open again and appar
ently thriving. Beers in mid May were 
Adnams, Harveys Sussex and Shep
herd Neame Master Brew and Spitfire. 
Not so good though for the other Wil
liam, the William IV at Littiebourne. 
which remains closed with plans, we 
hear, to convert to residential.
Charlty, Woodnesborough: No longer 
a sad farewell to Peter and Jenny 
Clayton, as we were anticipating in our 
last Issue -  at least not yet. Following 
a lengthy dispute with their landlords



over rent they were expecting to leave 
in May; this was then set back to the 
end ot July, and now they are staying 
on for the rest ot the year Renowned 
for their good value, home cooked 
food, and as being one ot the few east 
Kent outlets for cask conditioned mild, 
why not take advantage of their de
layed departure and pay the pub a visit 
while they're still there?
However, elsewhere there have been 
changes. So it's a warm welcome to 
Laura. Trevor and Louise Cumberland, 
who have recently taken over the Frog 
& Orange at Shatterling. At Ihe time 
of our update, a Gadds beer was set
tling in the cellar following the deple
tion ot the previous barrel during the 
last incumbents' farewell party the 
weekend before. Also undergoing a 
change is the Blue Pigeons at Worth, 
where chef Debbie is interim manager 
while the owners seek new permanent 
management for the pub. At the time 
of our visit. Spitfire and a good drop of 
Adnams Bitter were on offer.
Five Bells, Eastry: And a variety of 
interesting beers on offer of late here, 
including milds and bitters from both 
near and far, not to mention an 
"exploding’ barrel of Nelson's Task 
Force The pub is a traditional village 
local with very friendly staff and a 
good, buzzing atmosphere.
Crown Inn. Finglesham; As reported 
in our spring issue the Crown was cho
sen as Branch pub of the year 2007 
and Dave and Jackie duly received 
their award at a special presentation 
night in June (see Tony's Tappings). 
The puts provides an ever-changing 
array of Kentish and other micros and 
independents, and a beer festival is 
planned for the entire August bank

holiday weekend, including pig roast 
and various activities.
Of our present collection of closed ru
ral pubs works appears to be well pro
gressing on last year's fire casualties 
the Bell at Shepherdswell and the Red 
Lion, Bridge (the latter by mid July 
with scaffolding removed and looking 
about ready to open) and as stated 
above the Duke William, Ickham. has 
reopened. No sign, however, of any 
activity at the Way Out Inn. West- 
marsh, which is apparently up for sale 
but proving hard to shift. Local opinion 
is sceptical of its future as a pub Also 
still closed are the Endeavour at 
Wootton, the Chequers at West 
Hougham, up for sale leasehold or 
freehold. Ihe Butcher's Arms Ashley, 
where conversion to residential use 
has been refused and dismissed on 
appeal, and the White Horse. 
Eythome, the notice offering it as a 
■pub opportunity' having now disap
peared, and local rumour says it has 
changed hands. Further afield the 
Three Horseshoes at Lower Hardres 
remains closed after several years, 
and at last drive past gave Ihe impres
sion of being unoccupied as well



TONY'S TAPPINGS
The perambulations and musings 

of our Pubs Officer,Tony Wells

A quotation
Seen on a visit to the Hogs Back Brewery. Tongharrv, Surrey:
"Sometimes when I reflect back on all the beer I drink I feel ashamed - then I look 
into the glass and think about the workers In the brewery and all of their hopes 
and dreams. If I didn't drink this beer, they might be out of work and their dreams 
would be shattered. Then I say to myself. "It is better that I drink this beer and let 
their dreams come true than be selfish and worry about my fiver - Jack Handey 
As if I need an excuse to enjoy a pint of real alel 
An apology...
Before I continue. I'd like to offer my sincere and belated apologies to Ian. the 
landlord of the Plough & Harrow at Tilmanstone. In a previous edition of Channel 
Draught I wrote and I quote "Bishop's Finger is something you very rarely find on 
draught...”. On my next visit to the Plough & Harrow I was taken to task by Ian 
who has been serving Bishop's Finger during tne winter months. So remember, 
there are other regular outlets for Bishop's Finger.
Prestigious award winner
Congratulations to Tye, at the Crispin at Worth, who has just won the pub's fourth 
British Tourist Board star - indicating a high level of quality in all areas of the busi
ness including service, food and accommodation.
A POTY Evening

were treated to a spread of food all cooked on the premises.
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The certificate now hangs proudly in the Crown and has been recently 'pimped' 
up with a new frame and border, complements of a local picture frame maker who 
is a Crown regular: Angel Frames (01304) 611426 
Pictures are available on our website at www.tamfg-gqs.Pra,tiK 
So what happens after Michael Bentlne time?
(Excuse the pun but remember Michael Bentine's Potty Time back in tne early 
1970s?)
All the branch POTYs now go forward into the regional competition. There are 
five pubs from East Kent and four pubs from West Kent:

East Kent: West Kent:
Ashford: Swan, Wittersham 
Canterbury: Ship Centurion, 
Whitstable
Dover Crown, Finglesham 
Swale Elephant, Faversham 
Thanet: Artillery Arms, Ramsgate

GDV: Cock, Luddesdown, DA13 
OXB
Medway Angel, Rainham, ME8 
7UH
MMK: Bull, Benenden, TN174DE 
West Kent: Half way House, 
Brenchley, TN12 7AX

Members from the other area will visit and judge these pubs. All the results are 
then collated and used to select the regional POTY.
Beer Prayer
And finally, to end, a prayer -  as seen on a pub wall

Our lager (real of course -  Ed)
Which art in barrels,

Hallowed be thy drink 
Thy will be drunk, (I will be drunk),

At home as it is in the pub 
Give us this day our foamy head.

And forgive us our spillages,
As we forgive those who spill against us.

And lead us not to Incarceration,
But deliver us from hangovers.

For thine is the beer, the bitter, the lager 
BARMEN
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Greene King's sudden announcement 
late last year that it was withdrawing the 
beer, regular drinkers boycotted the pub 
and set up opposition headquarters in 
tbe town's Constitutional Club, leaving

could be agreed with Harveys Greene 
Kmg finally capitulated m mid April, 
agreeing that Harvey's Sussex would be 
back in the pub within a week. ("The 
Battle of Lewes’. Page 4.)
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES BILL 

Tory backbencher Nick Hurd's 
Sustainable Communities Bin continues 
to make headivay. having gained now 
the support of over half of the House of 
Commons and. following amendment 
the backing of the Government If 
passed it sees the transfer of powers, 
from centra! to local government to 
assist poor transport, derelict shops and 
closed pubs. Local action plans will be 
developed to help sustain communities 
and local people will be enabled to have 
a far greater say in the way they are 
developed Local Government mnisler

including Radio 
was wide and 
Norman Baker

The National News
By Martin Atkins

Phil Wooias. who called the bin a 
'centralising measure' aid raised 
■serious concerns' about its drafting 
during an eanier Commons debate, 
more recently told MPs "I genuinely 
believe the bill we have been debating 
will change the relationships in British 
politics I am proud to have been the 
minister tnat helped it through
Parliament' its third rearing was
passed unopposed in the Commons, 
and now heads for the Lords. CAMRA 
Head of Policy and Public Affairs 
Jonathan Man. believes tne bill stands a 
very good chance of becoming law -in 
many ways the key Government
amendment is a positive one as it 
reduces the potential for conflict
between local people, councils and 
central government', he said

ENTERPRISE ESTATES 
Major pub cftam Enterprise which owns 
7.500 pubs across the country is in 
discussions with the Inland Revenue 
about the possibility of converting the 
whole company into a Real Estate 
Investment Trust (REIT) wiftout having 
to split it into two. Most thought on 
enabling pubcos to take advantage of 
the tax benefits of a REIT, which must 
generate 75% of its income from rent, 
have involved dividing the business into 
a pub company and an operating 
company, then selling the pubs and 
leasing them bade but there is 
considerable doubt as to whether this 
would be actually worthwhile. Enterprise, 
however. is pursuing the possibility that 
beer sales to tenants might be 
interpreted as a form of rent. and. even if 
they cannot REIT status might be



achieved By adjusting the Balance 
between rent and beet payments from 
tenants An mmnent decision, though, 
is not expected owing to tie complexity 
of the issues involved 
How this would impinge on the 
group's tenants and the supply of real 
ale. if implemented. It's obviously too 
early to say. but no doubt some of the 
lax advantages from RErr status will 
work their way through to the pne* art 
the bar. wont they?

RUMOURS. RUMOURS 
As atways the brewing industry Is awash 
with rumours. The slock market 
continues to view Scottish and 
Newcastle as a likely takeover candidate 
with SA&Miller and Diageo the favoured 
protagonists Cartsbetg, however once 
also regarded as very interested n  the 
Bntisn brewer appears to have rxed 
itself out of the running, alter announcing 
with its first-quarter figures in May that it 
was planning no major acquisitions; 
although it may be planning to slim 
down The 180 year old Tetley brewery 
in Leeds was Included in a recent review 
of development options for me city 
centre try the city council and ascussed 
poterraa for the site, worth up to £100M. 
shoutc it be vacated by Cartsberg The 
council has denied putting pressure on 
Carlsberg to leave and Carlsberg states 
that no decisions have been made, but 
they have been in talks with each other. 
In order, as Carlsberg put it. so that they 
might understand the coundTs preferred 
ptais for the future development of the 
city As well as tne Leeds site which 
employs 200. Cartsbetg also employs 
600 at tts Northampton facility. 
Meanwhile in London. Fullers would not 
comment that it might be interested in 
bidding for Young's. Despite the latters 
tie up with Charles wens, and 
assurances from Its management that it

Is not up for sale, many irxfcistry 
observers Believe that having 
successMy <»gested Gales. Fibers 
would Hearty love to get its haras on 
Young's high quality London based 
estate And speculation that Punch 
Taverns might be thinking of buying a 
large regional brewery such as Greene 
King were scotched by Punch chief 
executive Giles Thorley Strategically it 
would make no sense, he sad. other

Tesco we don't wish to make anything 
and buy our supplies from third partes 

THROUGH A GLASS DARKLY 
An increasing number of local authorities 
and police forces are In favour of 
banning glasses from town and city 
centre pubs and clubs as a way of 
reducing the* use as weapons 
Fortunately the Government is resisting 
such blanket bans and is promc*mg the 
banning of glasses from specific h«y>- 
nsk pretreses CAMRA Chief Executive 
Mike Benner said: The Government's 
position makes perfect sense Why 
should the 99.5% of drinkers who 
behave responsibly, be penalised by 
those who behave irresponsibly • And 26 
MPs have signed a motion opposing 
Blanket bans tosowmg warnings from tne 
Bntish Beer and Pub Associate*! that 
an increasing number of police fotces 
are putting pressure on pubs to go 
plastic.
It's good to s«« that the Government 
In this instance is resisting the 
overtoil response. However, surely 
the simple way to deal with this 
problem would be heavy fines tor 
repeatedly offending premises. It 
glass assaults were seriously 
reducing pub and bar owners- profits 
their minds would be concentrated 
wonderfully.
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N O R T H B O U R N E

THE STREET. NORTHBOURNE

‘Milage pub at its best'

BAR SNACKS - TO - A LA CARTE MENU 
It cater for everybody * Extensive Vegetarian Menu

f o u r  K eal/A ley
East Kent’s first Non-Smoking pub

®fje i&eti E to n
Charlton ©naan Dover Tal 01304 202899 

Open all day every day 

Fullers London Pride & Charles Wells Bombardier served

Separate non-smoking restaurant area

n /V  J  Snacks served 12-2pm



DONNINGTON TO CONTINUE
The wiatenrM powered Donmngton 
Brewery, set in idyllic countryside near 
Stow on the Wold m Gloucestershire wm 
continue running as it has tor decades, 
despite the death ot its owner Claude 
Arten (89) who had run the brewery tor 
the last tffly years Ownership of the 
Brewery, with its fifteen Bed pubs and a 
rxfnbe* ot tree trade outlets nas passed 
to cousn Peter ArKell and his son James 
of Arkers of Swindon 
MARSTON'S BUYS RINGWOOD 
As many ot you will Dy now be aware. 
Ihe middle ot July saw tne purchase by 
Marstons of Ringwood Brewery in 
Hampshire Ringwood. one ot Ihe most 
prominent among the new brewing 
fraternity that has helped to transform 
real ale over the last twenty or tnrty 
years, is based m Ihe village of 
Ringwood In Hampshire, and began

brewing in 1978 It awns seven pubs and 
supplies some 650 outlets, with beers 
such as Best BiGer Fortynmer. and Old 
Thunder. CAMRA is concerned that tne 
takeover will encourage a ‘damno 
effect" of consolidation In pubs aid 
brewing, with the loser being the 
consumer, whose choice is reduced, 
with the possibility of no locally brewed 
beer at aU In the last three years 
another Hampsrwe brewery. Gales has 
been bought and closed by Fiber's 
white Greene King has bought and 
dosed Hardys and Hansons m 
Nottingham, and RX*eys m Essex It is 
hoped, al least, that Marston's will 
continue brewing al Ringwood and 
supplying Ringwood ales lo Ihe locality, 
as is done by another of its recently 
acquired breweries. Jennings of

q 'fie R a t fw a y  'B ed  \
O jjen  A K  D a y

Quiz M ight “Every M onday  
~8pm S tart-

T a r ty  'E ve n in g  S p e c ia l3 Courses ju s t 18.50
5 - 630  M on  Sat 2 Courses ju s t 16.95

‘ Condon -Road. X tver 
TeC 01304 822016 f o r  bookings
nam -11pm , Sundays iipm -iojofm
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Kent Small Brewery News
Hiy Stage* jHanpte*

his edition’s Small Brewery News is probably the shortest ever, no 
doubt as a result of the ever increasing popularity ot microbrewed Kentish 

beer. When I spoke to Phil Goacher and to Tonie Prins (Hopdaemon) neither had 
any news. They both racked their brains but could not think of any new products, 
new local outlets, or anything of excitement that had happened at their breweries. 
They were both working flat out and trying to keep up with demand. Meanwhile, 
Eddie Gadd said that he was too busy brewing to think ot any news, and from 
Nelson I could obtain no response at all.

Whitstable

A new beer. Supreme Blonde, that is described as a light summer ale, is the 
Whitstable seasonal offering, it will be available at its Beer Festival at East Quay 
Whitstable. which will take place from 25”  to 29*. July from midday to midnight 
and wilt include live bands.

Siagei Atcvipted

White Horse to go here



T/ve Csifcrtnfyn Inn
Sandgate

Regular Real Ales:
Shepherd Neame Spitfire and  M&B 

Occasionally 
Shepherd Neame Bishops Finger and Seasonal Ales 

Come and try  ou r new  a la carte m enu 
available Tuesday - Thursday 6-9pm

Open 
M on -Tues 

6pm - 11pm 
Wed -Thurs 

12-3pm 6pm -11pm  
Fri-Sat 
12-12 
Sun

C larendon Inn, 
Brewers Hill, 

Sandgate
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Q  HOWTHE OTHER HALF LIVES

Understandably, in a real ale newsletter, we don't spend much time talking 
about keg lager However, occasionally il can be instructive to cast an eye 

over Ihe big business culture that drives this industry, as the same philosophy 
spreads into other parts of brewing as well
First of all Stella Artois, once the epitome of a big brand premium lager, sold 
through a combination of snobbishness (est 1366. or whenever It was. and 
'reassuringly expensive') and availability (every other pub used to sell it), now 
finds Its market share worryingly declining, although it still commands 36% of the 
market; two and a half times the snare of its nearest rival. Apparently the brand 
has been compromised by the association of strong lagers with binge drinking and 
by discounted selling which has undercut the 'reassuringly expensive' tag. It also 
suffered according to many in the Industry by a poor launch by Its owners. In Bev. 
of the latest marketing fad: the continental originating 'brasserie' of draught lagers. 
This follows a similar exercise by Scottish and Newcastle, and Involves the crea
tion of a group of three lagers within the same brand, in Stella Artois' case the 
original Stella, and two new beers: a 6.2% lager and a 4% wheat beer Pubcos. 
the target market, have not been Impressed. One pubco boss, allegedly looking at 
the new fonts, asked critically "What are they? What are those brands?', while 
Punch's director of marketing commented. 'They have tried to establish this fam
ily. But that is a more difficult way to sell beer in the on-trade than the ways we 
have previously experienced I can't think of a lager that has managed to work a 
theme In this way before.-
Meanwhile. Stella's Dutch competitor. Heineken. Is aiming to challenge its position 
as the UK's leading premium lager, by emphasising its continental origins Existing 
bar taps are to be replaced by "new fonts and dispense technology to enable the 
pouring of an authentic lighr continental head", and to complete the experience 
there will be oversized continental style glasses as well A Heineken spokesman 
commenting on the general decline in the UK beer market contributed the follow
ing marketing gobbledygook “  as an industry we must develop and Innovate, to 
connect and re-engage with consumers With our new campaign we're targeting 
successful, well-travelled males who like a growing number of drinkers are seek
ing more authentic and individual experiences."
Chilling? -  well lager usually is (or at least chilled), but depressing might be more 
accurate, everything reduced to image and marketing And where, might one Inno
cently ask. do taste and flavour come Into all this? No doubt Heineken and In Bev 
would argue that that was not an issue, all tneir beers being of top quality already 
Maybe so, in their own terms, but wrth due respect to all the lager drinkers I know, 
none ever turn to you and remark that such and such was a cracking pint

.Uaitin Qifiina



Chris >nould liVte to <*torrnhf invite '/oo fo
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3  real ales oKNoys available 

Including HARVfS's SUSSfX BEST B/TTfR 
- plus guesfs

The Team 
Welcomes You To

THE EAGLE INN  
D O \T R  

Free House

Fine Kentish Real Ales From Local Breweries 
Always Available From £2,20 Pei- Pint 

Regular Live Music 
Pool & Darts 

Open At Noon Till Late Every Day

Come On In And We Will Make You Most Welcome

Page 27



CIDER MATTERS
G reetings, again, everyone! By the lime you read this, the 

Crabble Mill Beer Festival will have been and gone, so I 
hope you were tnere and enjoyed il. especially the cider II is to 
the credit of the Com Mill Trust that it emphasises local produce, 
including beer and, in our case, cider. It is unusual to find more 

than one Kent cider producers wares anywhere in Ihe county other than at the 
Kent Beer Festival, so full marks for that, at least. Elsewhere, as summer ap
proaches. pubs may be more inclined to try a bit of Ihe decent stuff as tempera
tures rise and people spend more time oulside -  especially all of those drinkers 
driven outside by the new smoking regulations from 1st July (hint, hint!).
On the other hand, there may be a new threat lo British cider on the horizon. I'm 
sure many of you admire some of the EU's achievements, although no doubt there 
are plenty of people around who reject il and all of its works. However, without 
getting into politics, you should be aware that the EU is currently reviewing all Its 
regulations, probably with a view to harmonisalion (calm down. Roger and Jiml). 
That may or may not be a good thing in some areas, bul It could be a very bad 
thing for small-scale cider producers. They currenliy enjoy exemption from duty 
on the first 7,000 Hires (12,318.27 pints) ol cider they produce, but pay duty on an 
they produce if they go over that amount. So if they produce 7,001 litres. It costs 
them £1,854. Other countries do not have that exemption, although small produc
ers would like it, so it may be that they are trying to remove it from us, rather than 
introduce it elsewhere. This has not had a high profile locally, but It could be a 
very serious threat, so it might be worth contacting your MP, whatever your opin
ion of him or her, and asking them to support the Three Counties Cider and Perry 
Association's proposal. That would introduce a sliding scale of duty, like that for 
beer brewing, with the first 7.000 litres being exempt from duty. It would also take 
away the enormous duty hit when the production limit is exceeded, which is cur
rently a major barrier to small producers becoming larger producers, and would be 
a major boost to a traditional industry at a lime when the demand for cider is in
creasing rapidly.
The larger producers would, of course, be largely unaffected by such changes, 
although they might benefit from the sliding scale. In any case, parliament would 
probably listen to the Parliamentary Cider Group, who would probably listen to the 
National Association of Cider Makers, which consists of huge companies making 
the fizzy stuff and the bigger companies who make proper stuff (Weston’s, 
Thatcher's, etc.). We must wish the Three Counties Association every success 
with its proposal and hope it is able to convince some of the members of its case, 
and that if the regulations change, they cha nge for Ihe better, turning a challenge 
into a victory for the drinkers of reat cider and perry.



Turning back to local matters, there has been no further discussion ot that minibus 
trip around the branch's cider-selling pubs, although as nearly half of them are in 
Dover we could probably do it by regular bus service, although getting down to the 
Coastguard at St Margaret's Bay is not for the faint-hearted! Then again, after 
visiting eleven or twelve pubs to drink cider, it might be better to be chauffeur- 
driven. The pubs not convenient for public transport are the Coastguard, the 
Crown at Finglesham and the Yew Tree at Barfrestone, while the Chance at Gus- 
ton is on a different bus route from St Margaret's, so it might take some working 
out. No doubt somebody will be able to do that, but we d better sort It out before 
we set off. as once we've had a few it will probably be too late. .

Finally. CAMRA announced the winners of this years national cider and perry 
awards at Ihe Reading Beer & Cider Festival at the start of May. You won't be 
surprised to learn that all the winners come from west of Swindon, which means 
that sadly, unlike the Champion Beer winners, the Champion Cider and Perry win
ners are unlikely to be available locally, unless any of them happen to be at the 
Kent Beer Festival in July -  so don't forget to go! Failing that, they should put in 
an appearance at the Great British Beer Festival at Earls Court from 7lh -11th Au
gust. Put those dates in your diary)

(Ipplejcicft

Steve &  Jackie welcome you to

THE MERMAID INN
BISHOPSBOURNE

OPE N MON-FRI 12-3.30 & 6-11 
SAT 12-11 SUN 12-3.30 & 7-1

21 Years in  the Good Beer Guide 
M aster o f  Beer 

Shepherd Nenine M aster B rew  +- Seasoual A le
Food Mon-Sat 12-3pm 

Wheelchair Access Tel: 01227 830581

2006 If inner -  Shepherd Seame Small Garden A Hanging 
Basket Competition 

Beer Garden Piano Darts
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r m m .

I Builder s limbs found in pub in 
Shepherdswell (11.4)

7. IPA shandy and German round' 
wages (6)

8. Alert! Writing fluids for advocaat 
(8)

9. Rented permit (3)
10. Quietly in pastry tube (4)
11. Right and West in ale maker (6 
13. This pub means well! (4,6)
14 I leave claim for shellfish (4)
15. Sandwich admiral found in nan 

enclave (4)
17. Dope for Scandinavian mouse. 

(6,4)

22. It may b e . _________
23. Crazed ace man is forgetful person (8)
24. Over one you have no choice (6)
25. From a quay bongs confusion to valley 

pub (7,2.6)

1 Dnnking establishment oI wc 
birds (4,7)

2. Crazy drone m fami

4_ Pub found in church yard (3,4)
5. Uncommon piece of cheese on toast (7)
6. Redevelopment of Wren Ale cocktail (7) 
12. Italian kitchen in pub on Thanet Way

20. Rectify program of French insect (5) 

Solution on Page 42



The Sportsman
Freehouse & Restaurant 
23 The Street 
Sholden 
Kent Ct14 OAL 
Tel: 01304 374973

Family Restaurant 
Luxury En-Suite Rooms 

New Function Room
Open:

Mon - Sat 11.30 - 3 & 6.30 -Close 
Sun 12-4

Janice & Jamie Coleman www.thesportsmansholden.c

T h e  O l d  C o a c h ^ .  H o r s e s
D r in k in g  a n d  E a t in g  H o u se  V __/

V arying se lec tio n  of R eal Ales inc lud ing  
H arvey 's Sussex, Adnam s B itte r, T im o thy  Taylor Landlord, 

Badger. W adw orths 6X & Hop Back Sum m er L ightning

Church H ill,  I  Iarb ledown, Canterbury, Kent CT2 9AB 
Telephone 01227 761330

http://www.thesportsmansholden.c


m  CHANNEL VIEW
THE DEMON DRINK

As predicted, no sooner has smoking in 
public been outlawed than the self ap
pointed guardians of our health are 
moving on to other aspects ot our lives 
that they feel need correcting. Top of the 
list is alcohol, about which for some time 
government ministers and vanous agen
cies and health bodies have been ex
pressing their concerns and trailing pos
sible 'action' Before the last budget the 
then Health Secretary Patricia Hewitt 
was urging the Chancellor to raise duly 
on alcohol, by more than the standard 
increase, while more recently Alcohol 
Concern suggested prohibiting parents 
from giving alcohol to their children. 
Gordon Brown duly ignored the Health 
Secretary's request, and Alcohol Con
cerns suggestion was generally given 
short shrift. However, while at least for 
the time being not pursuing such a di
rect approach, the Government has Initi
ated a ten year action plan to change 
what it refers to as our drinking culture 
Apparently eight million Britons have 
been identified as ’problem drinkers1 
which, on the basis that a large part of 
the adult population never or only occa-

proportion of those who dnnk on a regu
lar basis. Bottles and cans will be re
quired to display the units of alcohol 
contained In the contents (wfiich Alcohol 
Concern will be pushing to have ex
tended to draught dispense), and there 
are to be slogans as well, presumably In 
a similar vein to the health warnings on 
cigarette packets. And three specific 
groups have been singled out tor special

attention: children, 18 to 24 year old 
bingers and. to the consternation of 
Fleet Street, older, middle aged dnnkers 
who dnnk wine at home According to 
Home Office minister Vernon Coaker, 
■irs almost regarded as acceptable to 
drink to get drunk and we want to 
change that attitude. I think attitudes 
have dramatically changed in relation to 
drink-driving and smoking -  we want to 
have that same sort of discussion and 
debate around btnge-drlnking as well' 
Additionally, and separately, the Gov
ernment is considering reducing the 
drlnk-drtve limit to the lower level gener
ally on me Continent and extending it to 
include water-borne leisure cratt while a 
Conservative Party working group has 
proposed increases in duty of around 7p 
a pint in order to curtail binge drinking 
At the heart of all this lies the recom
mended safe level of alcohol consump
tion. a set of statistics of uncertain ongln 
and subject to mysterious vanation For 
a long time set at 21 units a week for 
men and 14 for woman, they were for no 
apparent reason raised a few years ago 
to 28 and 21 but recently, again for no 
apparent reason, returned to 21 and 14 
In the 1960s, however, the safe level for 
men was regarded as 56 a week, a fig
ure still used elsewhere In the world A 
unit, by the way. is the equivalent ol a 
half pint of ordinary strength bitter or a 
single spmt, and at 21 units a week, sets 
a man's daily consumption at a joyless 
pint and a half of ordinary bitter, or one 
pint of strong bitter. And these rather 
unworldly calculations are matched by



drinking: the consumption ot more than 
eight units in a session, a figure that 
would no doubt surprise the average 
pub darts or quiz team member 
While the Government is quite right to 
be concerned about underage drinking 
and over indulgence by people of any 
age if it's a public nuisance, in other 
respects both It and the anti-dnnklng 
campaigners are In need of some clear 
thinking Few would consider that con
suming over a pint and a halt of beer a 
day is excessive, or that three or four 
pints in an evening is verging on binge 
drinking. Simiiarty, the call from both 
Patricia Hewitt and the Conservative 
working party for a duty increase, and 
Alcohol Concern's proposal to ban par
ents from allowing their children a dnnk. 
do not stand up to serious scrutiny The 
latter would seem purpose designed to 
enhance alcohol's "forbidden fruit" at
tractiveness, and both proposals are 
dearly at odds with the oft repeated 
view that sees Mediterranean culture as 
the civilised approach to dnnking -  alco
hol traditionally being cheap, and chil
dren otten brought up to dnnk wine with 
meals By contrast, Scandinavia with Its 
often restnctlve and high duty policies, Is 
not unacquainted with problems similar 
to ours. And while cost and levels of 
consumption are linked, it's not a direct 
correlation. Those seeking a weekly 
dose of alcoholic oblivion are hardly 
likely to be deterred by a 7p rise In the 
price of a pint, or even a 20 or 30p rise, 
and if the pub price becomes too high 
there is always the discounted super
market or illegal drugs The main 
■'benefidaries" of course would be the 
already hard pressed local, and its long 
suffering customers for whom the price 
of the pint, overburdened by ever rising 
costs, has been forced up well above 
inflation.

Rightly or wrongly mankind's history has 
been entwined with alcohol, and If not 
alcohol then some other drug or Ideol
ogy to provide a similar function and of 
the various options alcohol would seem 
among the least harmful, tending to
wards sociability rather than solitary and 
isolating introspection, and not fuelling 
insane dreams of world domination 
Many of our most creative spints and 
greatest political leaders have enjoyed a 
relationship with alcohol that would be 
the despair of Patricia Hewitt or Vemon 
Coaker -  would we have Dylan Thomas' 
poetry without his drinking or Churchill 
his resolve to see us through six years 
of war without his reported consumption 
of one or two bottles of brandy a day. 
And while we might consider -binge 
drinking' a new phenomenon, and at 
odds witn the respectful society we grew 
up with after World War II, It is hardly 
unique to our age. as any look at Bntish 
social histoiy would show.
While not condoning overindulgence or 
drunkenness, much of life does not con
form to the tidy and secure orderliness 
envisaged by our lawmakers, and a so
ciety which did Is likely to be sterile and 
stagnant Most of us are perfectly well 
aware of alcohol's dangers, and per
fectly happy to receive Intelligent advice 
What we don't want is to be on the re
ceiving end of a campaign of culture 
change from a Government which ap
pears to have assumed a proprietary 
interest In our welfare, and a desire to 
Involve themselves in every Iasi detail of 
our lives. They cannot even argue on 
the grounds of health costs as this is 
many times more than covered by the 
duty raised. For the vast majority of re
sponsible adults they should be content 
to give advice, and otherwise leave well
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THE THREE HORSESHOES
GREAT MONGEHAM

OPEN 

12-12 MON-THURS 

12-la in FRI & SAT 

12-11 SUN

ALES GREENE KING IPA GADD’S NO 5

Food: Monday- <£• Wednesday to Saturday 12.00 - 2.30, 6 - 8.30 
Sunday Roast 12.00- 3.00

Wednesday OAP Lunch Thursday - Steak Day 
2 Courses £3.95 Steaks from £5.00

Booking Advisable WednesdayThursday &  Sunday

Large garden -  safe for children 
with swings and slides 

Bat «& Trap available

Live Music - l ing for details 

Tel: 01304 375812



LANDLORDS 

SHOW US YOUR WARES
"So they're at it again, telling hard-pressed landlords what to do. Yes, but maybe 
tney've got a point this time, really Like all CAMRA types I enjoy my ale, and es
pecially like to try new beers from the smaller breweries. Though It seems that 
many people stay loyal to the familiar brands like Greene King IPA, or Master- 
brew. the more adventurous among us like to try more unusual beers Though 
occasionally disappointing, the different flavours and beer styles are usually well 
worth seeking out.
So what better than to go Into Blake's or the Berry, for example On entering the 
bar you only need glance at the board on the wall and there you will find the beers 
currently on offer clearly indicated - brewery, pnce, and most importantly OG or 
strength. If we know that we're in for a lengthy session we'll go for the weaker 
strength beers, perhaps trying a stronger beer later on. If, on the other hand, we 
arrtve late in the pub at 10.30. say. a couple of stronger beers might well be more 
suitable. But it's surprising how many pubs are shy at telling us exactly what 
they've got Especially at busier times. It's Irritating to try and squeeze your way to 
the bar and try to read some unfamiliar pump clip. 'No mate, not pushing in. Just 
trying to see what beer they've got' Then again, to try and read the myopic writing 
on the pump clip giving the beer's gravity can be a challenge at the best of times. 
One of the worst offenders Is our biggest pub -  the Eight Bells, which does some
times have Interesting beers worth drinking, but what a palaver to find out which 
ones they arel A superb Illustration was our Dover town pub walk late last year 
when 15 or so thirsty dnnkers descended en masse, moving up and down along 
the bar, bumping into each other and the existing throng, in a desperate attempt to

True Wetherspoon's doesn't encourage its clientele to loiter at the bar once drinks 
have been purchased, but In smaller more local establishments different mores 
apply Esteemed regulars occupy strategic places at the bar. ready to Impart their 
wisdom to the eager bar staff, and the bar perch patch can accommodate all kinds 
of clutter -  mobile phones, coins, keys, handbags, breasts, shopping, darts, 
newspapers, and at the time of writing smoking paraphernalia such as lighters, fag 
packets, smouldering ashtrays etc The arrival of a beer bore such as I, trying to 
crane my neck In between to read some obscure pump-dlp In a dark corner, is not 
exactly welcomed. A chap's, or gal's, space should be respected, after alii 
So, landlords, and ladles. Make life a bit easier for us, and yourselves. Don't be 
shy. Display your wares. Tell us what you've goU

John 9 'itcfiei
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A Traditional Country Pub
Q uest Ales 

H om e c o o k ed  food  S unday  Carvery 

P en tanque , Pool, D arts etc.
Sunday Meat Raffle in aid of Joint Services 

Function Room Available 
Open

M on to S a t 11am - 4 pm, 5.30pm - 11pm 
Sun 12 - 4pm, 6.30pm - 10.30pm

E n q u irie s  0 1 3 0 4  6 1 1 1 8 8
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A survey in 1882 made reference to the following 30 pubs:-

Bowling Street 
The Butchery 
Cattle Market

Church St 
StMarys 
Delf Street

Fisher Street 
Gamard Street 
Hamet Street 
High Streel

Strand Street

Forester's Arms 
Two Brewers 
Market Inn* 
Mermaid Inn

Fleur de Lis’
Malt Shovel 
George & Dragon’ 
Sun Inn 
Oide New inn* 
Admiral Owen* 
Bell S Anchor 
Cinque Port Arms

Today just nine of these (marked •) survive which to
gether with the Greyhound, either not mentioned, or not 
in existence at the lime, and one or two bar/bistros 
makes up the current compliment.
The first part of our tour ended with the now closed 
Three Kings In Strand Street; so to pick up from there, 
the 1882 survey shows five other pubs In Strand Street 
at the time, of which at least three continued In exis
tence alter World War II, being shown on the 
1950s/1960s Ordnance Survey sheets. The Black 
Horse, a detached building at the western end was one, 
and the still existing Kings Arms, on the comer of 
Church Street St Mary, another. For many years a 
coaching Inn, it was probably built towards the end of 
the reign of Elizabeth I -  a wooden comer bracket with

Kmghtrlder Street Salutation 
Moat Sole Red Cow*
New Street Sandwich Amis 

Three Colts

Stour Inn 
Bell Hotel* 
Lord Warden

The former Black

n our spnng issue we printed the first part of a snort history of sandwlcn public 
houses Here we pnnt the second and concluding part

Bncklayers 
King's Arm;

me Quay



The King's Head a carved gargoyle bears the date 1592
-  and might originally have been known 
as the Queens Arms, her coat-of-arms 
being displayed on the over hanging 
upper storey of the pub. The Queen 
had visited the town In 1573 when 
there is reference to Ihe nearby Pelican 
House being the Pelican Inn, a use 
long since discontinued. A hundred 
yards or so behind the King's Arms, on 
the right hand side of Church Street 
St Mary, stood the King's Head, an
other casualty of more recent closures, 
probably finally closing Its doors some
time in the 1960s or early 1970s.
Right in the centre ol Sandwich stands 
the Fleur-de-lis In Delph Street with, 
opposite, the rear entrance of the Mar
ket Inn which itself fronts on to the Cat
tle Market opposite Ihe Guildhall. The 
Market Inn was for many years a Tom- 
son and Wotton house, before the 
brewery was acquired by Whitbread In 
1969. and was subsequently sold to Its 
present owner. Shepherd Neame. a 
few years later -  for whom It remains Its 
sole Sandwich pub. The Fleur-de-Lls

-17th century (the present building be
ing mainly late 18th or eany 19th cen
tury) and possibly earlier At the time of 
the Civil War. along with the Black 
Bear, the Dolphin and the Three Kings, 
It was Involved with recruiting for the 
Royalist cause. In 1642 Henry Oxlnden, 
the ensign to a Captain Shrubsali, ad
vertised for 'gentlemen soldiers to lake 
up arms for King and country' and 
'repair to the Flower de Lyce In Detph 
Streef. where they were treated to 
some form of entertainment. However, 
the town was as much Parliamentarian 
as Royalist, and a proposed meeting of 
Commissioners at the Dolphin, to levy a 
£400 tax, was abandoned after, it's as-



sumed, public opposition. The Three 
Kings. Black Bear and the Dolphin have 
all now disappeared, at least as pub 
names, with the latter two having gone by 
the time of the 1882 list -  any further In
formation about them being welcome. By 
1700 there are references to the Fleur-de- 
Lls as the Flower de Lewis, and by the 
late 19th century a com market was held 
[ at the inn every Wednesday.

in 1882 was sited next to

at the Junction with Har- £  
net Street is to be found the New Inn, for-. I  J  
merly a Trueman's pub but currently owned M '  
by Thortey Taverns. The present pub dates '  ^
from the 1950s when it replaced the 17th. 
century building known as the Olde New Inn 
During the second half of the 18th century 
and first half of the 19th century a theatre was 
operated on the site; firstly, from 1762.



converted bam beside the pub and later 
in 1817 and 1825 in purpose built build
ings -  the latter a (airly substantial struc
ture at the rear However it closed In 
1842 with the decline in interest traveling I 
theatre In East Kent Almost opposite,, a 
little way Into ttie Cattle Market stands 
the HSBC Bank, which until 1900 was 
the Mermaid Inn Continuing past and 
Into Mote Sole, the Red Cow is reached 
adjoining the ultra modem Co-op Super
market- 16th century and timber framed, 
it was a late comer to the licensed trade, 
and just scrapes into the 1882 list, ob
taining permission for use as a beer 
house that very year. In former years it 
had been the workhouse for St Mary’s

Of the other 1882 pubs the Two Brewers 
in the Butchery is now a doctors surgery, 
the timber framed building seemingly 
demolished and rebuilt some time since 
World War II. In 1840, along with the 
Swan, of unknown location, It was one of 
two Sandwich pubs owned by Tomson's 
Brewery of Ramsgate In King St. the 
closely situated Green Posts and Green 
Dragon are both now shops, while In 
New Street botn the Three Colts and 
Sandwich Arms have been converted to 
houses, the later just within the last few 
years. The remaining New Street pub, 
the Greyhound, is not mentioned in 1882, 
but a look at the building suggests that it 
is a more recent structure OfT New 
Street, just before the level crossing, on 
the road leading to the station stood an
other disappeared pub, the Lord Warden. 
The first pub that I remember In Sand
wich (my aunt and grandparents lived 
opposite in Wellesley Terrace), It was a 
substantial detached Chamngton's struc
ture and was demolished in the early 
1970s to be replaced by houses.

. Martin diking
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THE

NELSON
BREWERY

BREWERS OF FINE KENTISH 
ALES.

FROM THE BIRTHPLACE OF 
H.M.S. VICTORY.

WWW.NELSONBREWINGC OMPANY.C O .l'K

NELSON BREWERY,
UNIT 2, BUILDING 64, 

HISTORIC DOCKYARD, CHATHAM, 
KENT. ME14 4TE 

01634-832828

TASTE THE HISTORY
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Sir,
Recently I had a very pleasant week's holiday in Sandwich and found your fea
tures on the town in Channel Draught very interesting. Less pleasant was paying 
£2.50 to £3.00 a pint, significantly more than I paid in the London area, not long 
ago. Around here the range is £2 to £2.40, which is significantly more than about 
three years ago. I agree that cheap beer from supermarkets may contribute to the 
decline in pub numbers; the price of all drinks in pubs is too high, especially soft 
drinks. Having been in business myself I appreciate the costs involved, particularly 
rent and rates. To stay competitive other businesses are under constant pressure 
to reduce costs and keep price rises down. This does not appear to be happening 
in pubs and they are rapidly pricing themselves out of the market.
Yours faithfully 
Edward White 
Sheffield

Thank you for your kind comments on Sandwich and our newsletter. Although prices in our 
branch area are not as low as they are in parts of the north of England[ Sandwich is per
haps not a true reflection either. Typically, prices locally range from about £2.20 to £2.70. 
excluding those such as Wetherspoon whose operation is somewhat different. London, 
again, is its own special case and prices can vary amazingly. In the centre, for example, 
there are pubs looking for £3 plus per pint contrasting with Sam Smith's tied houses where 
a pint can be had for well under £2. As far as pricing themselves out of the market goes, my 
own feeling (not necessarily shared by my fellow branch members) is that margins are gen
erally pretty tight already, and it would be a strange landlord who maintained high prices at 
the expense of being driven out of business. The disappointing fact is that for a variety of

BEERWORD ANSWERS
Across: 1. Bricklayers Arms. 7. Unpaid. 8. Warninks. 9. Let. 10. Pipe. 11. 
Brewer. 13. Good Intent. 14. Clam. 15. Owen, 17. Mickey Finn. 19. 
Skewer. 21. Tuna. 22. Ale. 23. Amnesiac. 24. Barrel. 25. Marquis of 
Granby.

Down: 1. Blue Pigeons. 2. Clarendon. 3. Ladle 4. Yew Tree. 5. Rarebit. 
6 . Renewal. 12. Roman Galley. 14. Cafeteria. 16. Eleanor. 17. Martini. 18. 
Curacao. 20. Debug.



PUB
PROFILE

MARQUIS OF GRANBY

On Ihe Iasi Saturday In April my wife and I took a stroll to The Marquis of Granby at 
Aikham, a pub which, over the years, has been through many a change. In my 

younger day It was very much the haunt of the local dnnker of Fremlin's ale There was 
no food, just good beer and a game of darts, dominoes or cribbage How times, and 
public houses, have changed. Under the stewardship of the recently departed Paul 
Hood and his wife The Marquis sold a good pint of ale. The emphasis, however, was 
on food, and while I am sure it was very good food too, in my very biased mind, a pub
lic house's first pnorty is Its beer.
The Marquis has now reverted to the control to its owner, one Hugh Oxborrow. a 
CAMRA member, you will be pleased to leam, and a fan of well brewed beers -  rather, 
that is, than beers brewed by the large 'industrial brewers'. He also owns The Wool- 
pack at Warehome.
The present range of real ales compnses Harveys Sussex at 4%, which is selling well, 
plus two others which vaiy: on our visit these were 1845's St George's Ale and Gadds 
No.7 Pnces were reasonable at £2.40 for the Gadd's and £2.50 for the other two 
beers Hugh is also interested in stocking a mild, perhaps from Ins native East Anglia 
(eg: Elgood's) or locally from Kent, such as Goacher’s. and Is consldenng a real cider, 
perhaps Double Vision Hugh stresses that he wants to provide wtiat the customer 
wants, and is very flexible in his attitudes He Is keen on traditional pub' games and Is 
thinking of installing a bar billiards table There will be a small amount of redecoration, 
which win include local views of Aikham etc, and he hopes to encourage more use by

The pub is open 11.00 -  15.00 and 18.00 -  23.00 weekdays and Saturday, with nor
mal Sunday hours, and Bank Holiday extensions. It is unfortunate that accessibility is 
not greater by public transport There Is an infrequent bus service between Dover and 
Folkestone (91) that calls at Aikham throughout the day, and of course, the local taxis. 
It is heartening to find a landlord doing his best to preserve and promote the traditional 
pub and he deserves your and our support. On the occasion of my visit the beer was 
on top form.
Hugh is happy for us to use the Marquis as a venue for a branch social event, and at 
the time of wrtting we are planning a dadlums evening in mid July, for which he has 
kindly asked us to nominate a special cask of beer -  a request I feel sure we can fulfill.

ffiogei M a ip to
N.B The ensuing dadlums night on Thursday July 12* was a great success A dozen 
or so branch members were joined by an equal number of pub locals and a most en
tertaining evening followed Tne Marquis provided an extensive buffet and four real 
ales: Mauldens Black Adder, Ossett Silver King, a palisn bitter from Wycnwood (whose 
name I forget, but v/as most palatable) as well as the pub's regular, Harveys Sussex.



Festival Round Up
Beer festivals, whether at the pub or a special venue, seem increasingly popu

lar Here we look at some of those that took place locally over the spring pe-

Planet Thanet
Easter 2007 saw the second I 
Planet Thanet Beer Festival, 
and after the previous year's 
success at the Monkey House 
in Ramsgate, this year Thanet 
Branch moved tfie venue to the 
much larger Winter Gardens in 
Margate. The barrel order was 
greatly Increased and totalled 
some 200 firkins of beer, cider 
and perry Eddie Gadd's 
Cobb's Revival Brew using 
original Cobb's yeast, and de
veloped specifically for the fes- 
tlval, proved particularly suc-| 
cesstui -  a 4.3% pale ale using 
only Fuggles and Goldings hops, the several barrels delivered being very rapidly 
being consumed Our cider correspondent Applejack was among the many from 
our branch who attended, and as might be expected didn't waste much time on 
the beer. The cider range was extensive including many well respected West
------------------------------------------------- jCounty brands which don't

I reach us very often, as well 
as a selection from our own 
area. O Sirs Vilbene single 
vanetal cider, with a classic 
clean and diy taste, was im
pressive. although the single 
vanetal Yariington Mill, from 
the well known Gwatkins 
proved somewhat too sweet 
However, obviously a quality 
product, the cloudy brown 
appearance certainly seemed 
to Impress the beer drinkers. 
His favourite though proved

'Hobo Jones 8 The Junkyard Dogs on ■ 
s*a9e^ j£ £ j§ Q |y ’hanet Festival * 9 ^

■

The Planet Thanet Festival at 
The Winter Gardens. Maidkc*
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to be tne dry, cnsp and clean. Naish dry. Of the various perries. Barkers was par
ticularly striking", a medium perry with no sharp or alcoholic flavour, just a pleas
ant taste of pears'. The festival in general was a great success, although the 200 
barrels proved rattier ambitious and there was a fair amount of dnnk remaining at 
the end.
The Chambers
Also at Easter weekend real ale drinkers could enjoy the now regular annual festi
val at Chambers In Folkestone An interesting combination of beers trom Kent and 
more further afield, this years festival comphsed a dozen or so ales and half a 
dozen ciders and perries. Our branch representatives were generally impressed 
by the quality. Hopdaemon Golden Braid and the award-winning Cottage Goldrush 
both achieving high marks and the Black Rat Cider being described as superb 
Unfortunately some or the more interesting beers, the 5.2% Whitstable Raspberry 
Wheat and Gadds 5.3% Dragon's Blood had already sold out before they arrived, 
as had York Brewery's Yorkshire Terrier, while unfortunately the excellent Centu
rion's Ghost, from the same source, was not delivered 
New Inn, Canterbury
Another, now annual festival, takes place each Spring Bank Holiday at the New 
Inn, Canterbury, this year's running trom Wednesday 23™ May until Tuesday 29* 
May Unlike many other local festivals this one concentrated on beers from more 
distant parts, with Westerham Brewery's Blackeagle SPA being the sole Kentish 
representative on the beer list. In fact many of the featured breweries were un
known to us or only rarely seen, and nearly all the beers completely new. Mill
stone's Tiger Rut. 4% and very pale and hoppy, proved excellent, while the 3.6% 
Sharp's Cornish Coaster and the 5% bittersweet and full flavour pale ale. Joker, 
Irom Williams of Alloa were botn highly regarded Also attracting acclaim was Bur
ton Bridge's Silver Medal, which we recently had the good fortune to enjoy at the 
Louis Armstrong in Dover.
Crabble Mill
Also at Spring Bank Holiday, and now into Its third year, crabbie Mill's festival has 
become an established date for real ale drinkers In Dover and the surrounding 
area The old white weatherboarded mill on the Dour at River makes an excellent 
venue, and as in previous years was well attended. The line up comprised 45 
beers, of which two thirds were Kent brews, and 10 ciders and perries, all but one 
from Kent, with almost all being locally sponsored. Among the Kentish beers it 
was good to see three trom Larkins, who never comes this far east, as well as 
Westerham and Minis who we only occasionally see In fact nine out of the current 
ten Kent breweries were represented, the sole absence being the Swan on the 
Green brewery at West Peckham One of our branch members, helping out at the 
festival, was particularly impressed by the Young's bitter (presumably brewed at 
Bedford) which he described as 'spot on.' He was also struck by the popularity of 
Nelson's beers, which were being consumed at appropriately, a rate ot knots.



Rare Breeds Beer Festival
Finally, Tony Wells recalls Ashford and 
Shepway Branch's annual festival, at 
the start of June as follows.
As a thank-you to everyone who1 
helped out at the 2007 White Cliffs! 
Festival of Winter Ales we ran a Dus to 
the Rare Breeds Beer Festival. Start
ing at 5.10 from the Crown. 
Finglesham, on Friday 1s June, the 
bus did a round-robin pickup, Anally 
leaving Dover for Woodchurch at 
5.30pm. The Journey was shorter than 
we expected and we arnved at the 
Rare Breeds Centre just after 6.00pm.

Particularty unique to this festival is the ability to camp right next to the beer tent. 
So. at the appropriate moment in time those stopping overnight can fall out of the 
beer tent and into bed -  literally. My beer of the festival was Hebden's Wheat 
(4.5%) from the Little valley brewery based in Hebden Bridge, while the official 
winner was Hawkshead Lakeland Gold (4.4%). We finally left about 10.30 for tne 
long journey home, those of us at the end of the bus trip arriving back at about 
midnight.
A few pictures and the beer list are available on our website at www camra- 
dds.org.uk.
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Andrew, Sarah & Kevin 
Welcome you to

H/ihe SBeM
81 Canterbury Road 

Lydden 
Kent CT15 7EX 

Tel 01304 830296

Excellent Food 
Warm & Friendly atmosphere 
Cask Ales always available 

(Green King IPA Old Speckled Hen & Guest Ale) 
Secluded Garden 

Lunches served 12 - 3pm Mon to Sat 
Sunday Lunch 12 - 4pm 

Evening Meals 6.30 - 10pm Mon to Sat 
Book Early to avoid disappointment 

Business Lunches, Birthdays & all special occasions catered for 
No Smoking Throughout



"WHERE'STHE PIE?" 
"DOWN ATT'BOTTOM, UNDER 

T'PEAS!"
THE BEERY BOATERS’ 3"1 ANNUAL CANAL TRIP, 

APRIL 1983 (PART 2)

(In our last edition we left tne intrepid crew of Durham on Tuesday morning in 
Shipley, where most of them were recovering from a lengthy session at the Bull 
the night before. Now read on...

Tuesday morning and we set off for Bingley and Die famous 3 and 5 nse stair
case locks that lift the canal 80 feet to llklev Moor, passing on the way Sal- 

taire. Sir Titus Salt's 1850 model village built for his mill workers. Being a staunch 
pillar of the temperance movement (unlike a great-great grandson of his with 
whom I once worked) the village had no a pub. a situation which still applied in 
1983. although subsequently rectified, and may explain the excellent local public 
transport -  taking mill workers from Saltalre to Bingley and Shipley for their beer 
and entertainment.
We had no problems with the 3 nse locks, although we leamt later that it is possi
ble to get stranded there, and proceeded to the bottom of the 5 rise where we 
were met by the resident lock keeper, the well-known Barry Whitelock (recently 
OBE) -  a great character, he keeps an eye on. and assists, every boat up and 
down his locks. He rushed around, telling us what to do (and, just as important, 
why we should do It), but still seemingly doing most of the work himself The only 
incident of note occurred when Phil opened a gate paddle before the ground pad
dle, on one of the locks -  when ascending locks ground paddles ('box doughs' in 
Yorkshire) should be opened first and then the gate paddles only when the water 
level has reached them. Mike, looking out of the open front door, saw four feet 
above him a solid, three feet square slab of water heading In his direction. He 
leapt back, shut the door and braced himself against it Fortunately the door held, 
although a lot of water came in under it, as well as half rilling the well deck, before 
the errant gate paddle was closed: not, I might add, by Phil who had been over
come with mirth at the horrified look on Mike's face and was Incapable of action 
•Hmmr said Barry, quite unperturbed. ’ Another of Shire Cruisers' boats got sunk 
here like that the week before last)'
In less than an hour from the top of the 5 rise we were moored at the Marquis of 
Granby swing bridge at Stockbridge. The nearby pub of the same name sold Wil
son's beer, keg in 1983, although real on subsequent visits -  Black Sheep and 
Webster, on the last occasion (which I seem to recollect was too cold - Ed.) It was 
remarked upon that only certain people had been doing much work that morning, 
notably Dave Green on the tiller and Ray and myself Certain of the others prom
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ised lo do their share in Ihe afternoon (if you believe that.. ?). We walked the mile 
into Keighley tor a most enjoyable session -  Timothy Taylor and Goose Eye beers 
(both brewed in the town), a visit to the long standing Good Beer Guide 
Bottmakers Arms, and finishing up with a fish and chip dinner 
Being half-way point in our week we d< 
cided to turn the boat at Sllsden. four I  
miles on. However, as we walked back up I  
the hill tne wind got up and it began rain-1  
Ing By the time we set off It was the pro- — 
verbial stair-rods, and virtually horizontal! ■
The sky above llkley Moor was ‘ “  
black, lit up every few seconds by sheets jjj 
of lightning, also horizontal, and accom-1  
panied by deafening thunder. As the sk 
per remarked, and now a Beery Boaters B  
byword, "It's not a holiday. It's a bloody survival courser And what, you may ask, 
of the brave volunteers who were to take over In the afternoon? They were en
sconced In the forward cabin, playing cards and refusing to emergel At Silsden, 
we found no winding hole, so we had to carry on to Kildwick, turn and come back, 
a round trip of four miles and eight swing bridges, and all In the torrential rain. We 
had a couple of pints of Tetley's at the King's Arms before returning to Stock- 
bridge, and an evening session In Keighley, where we endeavoured to put as 
much liquid inside us as the firmaments were putting outside!
On Wednesday morning there was neither a breath of wind nor a cloud In the sky 
We went back down the 5-rise and 3-rise, where Barry informed us that he had 
spent the previous atrocious afternoon in front of the fire with some waterways 
magazines. At lunchtime we moored up at Rodley near another Tetley's pub, the 
Railway. Next door was a glass stockist, and Ray and I were able to obtain a re
placement for the broken window pane (see part I of Ihe trip) for Just 70 pence. 
Joining the others In the pub, however we joyfully Informed them that It had cost 
£7 and would have to come out of the beer klttyl -  a cause of much muttering, and 
glowering at the guilty party. We tried the local delicacy, pie and mushy peas, 
which appeared in the shape of large bowls filled to the brim with green steaming 
sludge. “Where’s the pier someone asked. ‘Down at fbottom, under rpeas!* was 
the reply. Back under way again. I had turned In for half an hours kip, when my 
slumbers were disturbed by angry voices: apparently the breaker of the window 
was liable to be thrown into the canal for wasting the beer money. It was time to 
confess the true cost of Ihe glassl
That night we tied up in Leeds, being warned not to leave the canal for the river as 
it was in flood, and set off in search of the Eagle, one of the small chain of pubs 
then run by CAMRA Investments. "Oop Briggate!" a chap in a bus-drlvers uniform 
informed us. "Where?" "Oop Briggate!" and it dawned on us that Briggate was the 
street we were in. and not only was it Oop Briggate, it was Oop North Street as 
well, and a fair old hike. Fortunately we were able to get a bus I can't remember
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THE CH ARITY INN 
WOODNESBOROUGH

Up to Four Home Cooked Food
Real ales Served

including Lunchtimes & Evenings
Tuesday to Friday 

Lunchtimes ■ Saturday
2 Course Menu from £3.95 

(at least 5 selections) 
Main Course - Sweet ■ Tea

& Coffee 
Traditional Sunday Roast 

Set Lunch 
£7.95 Two course

TRADITIONAL OLD ENGLISH PUB

OPEN
Monday to Saturday 12 - 3pm 6pm-Late 

Sunday 11-3pm 7pm-11pm

Black Sheep Bitter 
Ansells Dark Mild

Greene King IPA 
Plus Guest Ale

Tele 01304 613189



what beer the Eagle sold, but it was busy and we stayed until closing time. I 
bought a large bag of onion bahjees. from a scruffy little Indian, that damn near 
took the skin off the back of my throat. After a couple. I pocketed the rest for future 
use. Later, we went for a Chinese at a restaurant where we were given a circular 
table with a revolving top, with which we played Chinese Roulette. Having ordered 
a variety of dishes the idea was to spin the table and take a couple of spoonfuls 
from the plate that stopped In front of you before revolving the table again. 
Thursday morning and back onto the River Aire. The flood waters had subsided, 
but the river was still flowing quite fast. The weather was fine again and we were 
soon at Wakefield. on the way passing a few commercial craft (mostly owned by 
Hargreaves) and I fed some of my onion bahjees to a swan, who while apprecia
tive at first, didn't appear so happy after a few morsels had gone down his long 
neck. Back through Fall Ings Lock, we stopped for lunch at the nearby Graziers, 
and more Tetleys. I found more swans to tempt with onion bahjees, but there must 
be some sort of tow-path telegraph among these fowl, as I was pursued in a 
threatening manner along the bank for my kind intentions. In the pub were some 
more CAMRA boating types who, it transpired, had left Sowerby Bridge the same 
day as us but had not progressed beyond Wakefield. I suspect that they had dis
covered. as we did subsequently, that Wakefield is a good drinking city -  some of 
them certainly looked as if they had been on an all week bingel

Across the road from the pub lay a "Mucky Book Shop" 
which, we were informed by a local, would give us a 
discount if we mentioned his name. A recce party was 
assembled to test the truth of these assertions and (with 
great reluctance) the shuttered establishment was duly 
entered, while I stood outside with my camera to record 
the incident for posterity (and perhaps for future black
mail). And lo, alter many moons, they emerged, bearing 
samples, but with much wailing and gnashing of teeth 
for, indeed, they had been deceived and there were no 
discounts. Also nearby was a joke shop from which I
purchased sweets, guaranteed either to turn lips and
tongue blue, or be hotter than my onion bahjees. Some
one had been scrounging sweets left on locker tops, so 
these were left out as bait, but while the suspected mis
creant did appear in public somewhat blue around the 
lips on occasion, the hot sweets seemed not to affect 

his cast iron stomach at all. I also invested in a couple of bars of black-face soap 
which I left In the shower cubicle, but either someone saw me do it, or (more 
likely), everyone had given up washing, as they remained unused for the rest of 
the week.
With hearts made merry we proceeded towards Dewsbury for the evening, but
there was no space in Savile Town Basin, where most of the visitor moorings ap
peared occupied, by privately-owned boats using them as permanent moorings.
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Guest Ales ever)'Thursday • Beer Garden • Meeting Rooms 
Ample Car Parking • Charcoal Grill • Intimate Restaurant 

Country Village Cooking • Wholesome Bar Menu 
For Reservations, Business Lunches & Social Events 

Telephone 01227 721339

R o b e rt W h ig h a m
Innkeeper 

The Red Lion. Stodmarsh. Nr. Canterbury, Kent 
Telephone 01227 7 21339



On Ihe Saturday morning, those of us not 
succumbing to the morning after feeling 
were up at 7am to return the boat to Shire 
Cruisers for 9.00, which we did without 
incident except for the bottom guillotine 
gate on the bottom lock at Salterhebble 
which, the lock keeper's day not yet hav
ing started, had to be operated by hand.
While the gate was open on our arrival, 
closing it manually using the handle took 
fifteen minutes. The handle was large, the 
mechanism stiff, and the shaft so worn
that the handle kept slipping off. Each revolution of the handle moved the gate 
down about a '/• inch, and we worked in relays, with thirty turns per person per 
shift about the most that we could manage. And that was about it. We were soon 
back in Sowerby Bridge, and handing Durham back to Susan and Nigel Stevens 
of Shire Cruisers (subsequently to become old friends of the Beery Boaters); and 
after the traditional group photographs we were off in our various directions.
P.S. I was halfway through my second pint of Hook Norton in the Coach & Horses 
in Banbury when I remembered my trick black-face soap -  I wonder if the people 
who hired the boat after us...?

p n Q v x n
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The Blue Pigeons
C A  /u tty in J & U

fine tuning 'a-la-Mite- plus a massive mi. 
of home made "pub ®rub' fayre, AH puddings h 

Sunday Roast 12pnv6pm, Curry Night every Thursda 
Uy garden, children's play an 

Sports, PremHus. Uve Music

Open ? days a week 
12pm-llpm (llpnv 10:10ptn Sunday) 

Tel.No. 01304 613245

www.bluepiqeons.co.uk

je 3RopaI # a b  .J&h
CAPEL-LE-FERNE 1

Telephone 01303 244787

PAUL 4  STAFF 

welcome you to  th e  Royal O ak, C a p el-le -F ern e  

NOW W ITH ALL DA Y OPENING 
Home made food now being served 

Monday -  Friday 12.00 -  2.30pm Sunday Lunches 12.00 -  4pm 
Special food night every Wednesday - ring fo r  details 

SHEPHERD NEAME, NELSON, GREENE K INS. 

ARCHERS 4  OTHERS 

BEER GARDEN CARAVAN CLUB SITE

http://www.bluepiqeons.co.uk


To go for a curry, Chinese or some other ’ethnic' style food at the end of an eve
ning in the pub is now a well established part of English tradition, but you would 
normally have had to drink lager if you wanted beer with your meal. However, pre
sent trends suggest that things might be changing. Two years ago the first night of 
the Spring Beery Boaters trip found both crews in the Wheatsheaf in Braunston 
drinking real ale and enjoying a very good Chinese meal, accompanied by the dul
cet strains of the traditional Saturday night rock band. In this instance the meal 
was prepared elsewhere and brought in, and if the pub is too busy operates as a 
takeaway service only. Our end of the year trip last Autumn found a Mongolian 
restaurant attached to the Moorings at Sowerby Bridge, while on our most recent 
expedition the Shoulder of Mutton at Foxton was in the process of being converted 
to a Chinese restaurant and pub, and the Good Beer Guide listed Royal Oak at 
Crick now had a Chinese restaurant established in its former function room. Lo
cally. the Norfolk at Sandgate combines a Thai restaurant and bar and the Che
quers at West Hougham was recently offering a similar choice. Elsewhere we hear 
that the renowned Black Bull in Whitechapel is to become a curry house selling 
Nethergate real ales and that the Temujin Mongolian restaurant in Bexleyheath 
has started to offer real ale with its meals.

While it's gratifying to see Harveys Sussex appearing more widely on our bar tops
I can't help feeling a certain disquiet at its sudden availability. Too often in the past 
extensive distribution has led to inconsistency and compromises in quality as a
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brewer seeks to satisfy a much larger demand than that to which it was accus
tomed, as well as problems associated with having a large number of barrels of 
ale in circulation amongst a variety of distributors, when storage and handling 
might not be as good as they should be. Not that I have noted any decline in the 
quality of Harveys Sussex, which seems as excellent as ever, but Wadworth 6X 
certainly appeared to deteriorate when it was a staple of Whitbread's range. Also, 
the new pump clip displaying a picture of the brewery and the words 'champion 
beer' (or similar), is somewhat worrying -  so very different from Harveys traditional 
and unassuming barrel shaped logo.

In Local News we comment on the current plight of the First & Last at East Cliff in 
Dover, Anyone remembering it from twenty or thirty years ago as the Albion will 
recall a pub crowded with Custom and Immigration Officers, shipping agents and 
lorry drivers, who like many at work at the time went to the pub during their lunch 
break or at the end of their shift. Well, as they say, things have changed. Forget 
dropping into the pub at lunchtime for a pint or two, al best it's frowned upon, at 
worst you won't be having any work lunchtimes to drop into anywhere: and if you 
wait until you go home better make sure that no one can identify who you work for. 
Like the old schoolmaster's dictum, "work hard, play hard, but don't mix the two’, 
working and drinking are coming to be seen as totally incongruous activities, seg
regated and confined to their own inviolable sectors. And while employers may 
regard this as maximising efficiency, it might seem to the rest of us that it simply 
encourages Ihe concentration of drinking into a few hectic hours at the weekend, 
or as it is popularly referred to, binging.

Following a few recent high profile cases, where death has been caused by boat 
owners who have been drinking, the Government Is proposing to introduce alcohol 
limits for those in charge of marine leisure craft similar to those that exist for mo
torists. And while most, if not all, the incidents have been confined to speed boats 
and other high powered craft, our legislation happy government is including a wide 
variety of craft, even down to the humble narrow boat -  which at maximum speed 
4mph few would regard as a prime hazard to life and limb. The minister con
cerned, D. Stephan Ladyman, when asked why the responsible many should suf
fer for the irresponsible few, declared that no responsible person would move a 
boat with sufficient alcohol in their system to take them over the limit, even though 
for most small craft no problem had ever been perceived and, without speed 
boats, likely would not have been. He then appeared to equate being over the 
limit (usually regarded as in the region of one or two pints) with being drunk; 
which, no doubt, will be of considerable inleresl to his Parliamentary colleagues, 
who in future will have to be very careful about their consumption in Ihe Palace of
Westminster's several bars.
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STEVE CALLACHER

A  I the end of May, Dover and our branch lost one of Ihe nicest people you 
could hope to meet, Steve Callacher, who was unexpectedly found dead 

from natural causes at his home in Eastbrook Place, aged 54. A lifetime CAMRA 
member, he had about him a kindly and warmly humorous manner and was. as 
far as I am aware, universally liked. As one of our branch members remarked: 
'Those of us that knew Steve, knew him as a very quiet and reserved gentleman, 
and a great supporter of CAMRA. He will be greatly missed.'
By profession Steve was a teacher and had taught maths at Dover Boys Gram
mar School since 1984. adding to it. over the years, a number of management 
responsibilities, including the creation every year of the school’s timetable and 
undertaking the role of examination officer. In recent years he had concentrated 
on teaching 'A' level maths, the just completed term, Ironically, being his last, as 
Steve had decided to retire. Head teacher Sally Lees said: 'He will be remem
bered by generations of students for his intellectual ability, his love of mathemat
ics and his ability to impart his knowledge and enthusiasm to his students.'
He had strong principles, and despite his generally mild demeanour, might be 
heard fulminating against some bureaucratic mess up or failure of the system. 
He was also a great music lover with a wide ranging taste, and had acquired over 
the years an extensive CD collection. It was not unusual on passing his house on 
a summer evening to hear some symphony or other wafting from his open first

From our point of view, of course. Steve will be particularly remembered as a 
staunch supporter of real ale and of those pubs that take the time and effort to 
look after it well. At the Mogul before it closed, and latterly at Blakes, he might 
often be found at the end of the bar, a pint of Summer Lightning, or such like, in 
front of him, and a ready smile and cheery greeting for anyone who might wander 
in. He was a keen festival-goer, always turning up at our White Cliffs Festival 
(usually late Saturday morning I seem to recall), as well as more distant venues 
such as the Kent Festival at Merton Farm, or the Great British Beer Festival in 
London.
His funeral at Barham on Friday 15"' June was one of the best attended I can 
remember, and similarly his wake at Blakes afterwards. It was typical of his gen
erous spirit and consideration that there was food and drink for everyone that 
evening for as long as they wished to stay. We will all miss him.

Moulin (Ukin.'
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M .
I5 "1 Century' 

Pub and 
Restaurant 

with 
4 Star 

accommodation

Come and enjoy a p in t o f  real ale. Up to 4 cask ales 
Available:

Timothy Taylor 'Landlord'
Shepherd Neame 'Spitfire'

Harvey's 'Sussex'
Greene King ‘IPA'

♦ Large garden, conservatory and barbeque patio
♦ Ideal fo r  wedding receptions
♦ Coaches welcomed by appointment
♦ Children’s play area, including bouncy castle
♦ Daily changing specials board featuring local 

produce, as well as our comprehensive bar and 
a la carte menus

« A i r  conditioned restaurant
♦ Accommodation with 6 rooms, a ll en-suite

Monduy-Saturday 12 - 2.30pm & 6pm - 11 pm 
Sunday 12 - 4.30pm (to 9.30pm during summer months) 

St. Crispin Inn, The Street, Worth, N r Deal, Kent 
Telephone: 01304 612081 www.stcrispininn.com

Crispin 3 ttn

http://www.stcrispininn.com


Local Information & 

Useful Numbers

Dover Tourist Info 01304 206108
Dover Police Sin 01303 850055
Folk Police Sin 01303 850055

Dover Taxis
A1___________ 01304 202000
A2B__________ 01304 225588
Arrow_________ 01304 203333

Club Travel______ 01304 201915
Heritage________01304 204420
Siai___________ 01304 228822
Victory_________01304 228888

Doal Taxis
Al Cars________ 01304 363636
Castle Taxis______01304 374001

Jacks Cars______ 01304 372299
M & M Cars_____ 01304 382345

Sandwich Taxis 
AM Cars_______ 01304 614209

Channel Cars 01303 252252

Folk. Black Cabs 01303 220366
Folk. Taxi_______01303 252000
Premier Car;____ 01303 279900
National Bus Line__0870 6082608
Stagecoach_____ 0870 2433711
National Rail Eno. 08457 484950

Trading Standards Office (East Kent)

Trading Standards Office (Mid Kent)
01303 850294
Gwyn Prosser MP (Dover)

Dr. Steven Ladyman MP (Thanet South)

Michael Howard QC MP (Shepway)

real ale.
To join CAMRA, please 
complete the form below

Application Form to join CAMRA 
l/VVe wish to join the Campaign for 
Real Ale and agree to abide by Ihe

Single £22(£20‘) OAP Single £13 (£1V)

Dale of birth (for u26 membership)

Send your remittance (payable to 
CAMRA) to:
The membership secretary, CAMRA, 
230 Hatfield Rd, St Albans, Herts, 
AL1 4LW.
Phone 01727 867201

Channel Draught 32

<ESL ALE
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National Contacts

Nationally CAMRA can be contacted at: 
CAMRA. 230 Hatfield Rd. St Albans. Herts., t 
For enquiries, phone 01727 667201



ADVERTISERS INDEX

Leather Bottle, Gt Mongc

8 Lighthouse Inn, Capel 
10 The Golden Hind 
10 The Bull Inn, Eastry

19 Crown Inn, Finglesham 
22 Hare & Hounds, Northbo
22 Red Lion, Dover

25 Clarendon. Sandgate 

Eagle, Dover27
29 Merm 
31 The S

The Five Bells, Eastry

The Lydden Bell 
The Charity,Woodnesboroug 
Red Lion, Stodmarsh 
Blue Pigeons, Worth 
Royal Oak, Capel le Feme 
SL Crispin Inn, Worth

Chambers, Folkestone 
Bob Adams Printers

23 The
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r Coastguard i
________ P u b C 3  Restaurant

www.tkecocstguard.co.uk
Between ihe bottom  of the hil a n d  th e  d e e p  blue sea

In a location renowned across Kent for its beauty, 
The Coasrguard, Britain's nearest pub to France, 
lives up to its reputarion for excellent food and 
drink served with a pleasing informality, the 
ideal location to relax and drink in the views 
out to sea.

(i ADD’S of Ramsgate and MOPDAli.MON feature 
regularly alongside other award winning

Keeping out reputation for excellent Cask 
lies ind \ward winning fresh food 
complimenting Kentish Ales

Award winning Cheese boards to 
compliment beer as well as wine

Si. Margaret’s Bay 
01304 853176 
www.thecoastguanl.co.uk

Cask Ales from further a field. 
Microbreweries are our preference

Printed at Adams the Printers, Dover

http://www.tkecocstguard.co.uk
http://www.thecoastguanl.co.uk

