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A s the European C om m unity  contends w ith  Euro tu r­
moil and financia l crisis, the A utum n 2011 edition of 

Channel Draught o ffers you (we hope) a re fresh ing ly 
less febrile  outlook on m odern tim es -  the substantive 
v irtues of real ale and the public house being a fine anti­
dote to all that excitem ent, hype and brinkm anship.

O f course our w orld  is not w ithout its share of contention 
and argum ent. The continuing d isappearance of m any 
perfectly  viab le  pubs is often a cause of deep resent­
ment, while  the activ ities of m any of the larger com m er­
cial operators and successive governm ents leave much 
to be desired. N evertheless, desp ite  pubs closed and 
boarded up or converted  to housing, the dem ands of 
pubcos, and dam aging levels of tax, w e are w itnessing 
an unprecedented interest in real ale.

C AM R A's m em bersh ip now exceeds 130,000 wh ile  lo­
cally, our coun ty now has over tw en ty brew eries, a total 
that has m ore than doub led in jus t the last few  years, 
and is making its own contribution  to the w ide range of 
beer and ale w e now enjoy. Kent brew ers d id particu larly  
well in th is year's S ocie ty of Independent B rewers co m ­
petition (see page 42). In Dover w ork  continues to es­
tablish a b rew ery at C ullins Yard, wh ile  in Deal, our 
branch area 's first m icro pub is due to open shortly, and 
W etherspoon 's, a fte r m any years of specula tion, appear 
to have settled on a site in the town (see local news).

A lso in th is edition, Roger M arples v is its  two of the latest 
crop  of local breweries, and a new m icropub in Thanet, 
Paul Skelton provides an interesting insight into licens­
ing and w e igh ts  and m easures at the start of the 20th 
century, and the latest insta lm ent in the h istory of the 
Beery Boaters recounts an eventful trip from  1987. Plus 
of course, a round up of local news, national news and 
the w orld  of Kent m icro-brew ing.

M a r t i n  A tk in s
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EVENTS DIARY
Mon 21 Nov 
Thurs 24 Nov

Sat 26th Nov

Wed 7 Dec
Fri 9 - Sun 11 Dec

Sat 10 Dec

Sat 17 Dec 
Mon 16 Jan

Branch Meeting -  White Horse, Dover.
Ashford/Folkestone CAMRA London Social -  2pm the Lamb, 
Lamb's Conduit St
Bus Pub crawl -  11.30 Plough & Harrow,
Tilmanstone
Daddlums Match -  8pm Louis Armstrong, Dover
Pre Christmas Beer Festival -  Phoenix, Old Dover Rd. 
Canterbury *
Christmas Social & Branch Meeting -  12.00 Five Bells,
Eastry
Christmas Open Day -  1 - 5pm Gadds Brewery*
Branch Meeting -  Park Inn, Dover

Fri 3 & Sat 4 Feb White Cliffs Festival of Winter Ales -  
Dover Town Hall

Branch Website www.camra-dds.org.uk fti Facebook 1
Branch meetings are held every third Monday of each month and start at 7.30pm. 

For full details about rural rambles & pub strolls, please email 
john@ ramblingrumbler.plus.com or call 01304 214153.

Events marked * are not organised by CAMRA
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THE FIGHT CONTINUES

Follow ing C A M R A 's launch of a cam paign to save the British pub (reported in 
our sum m er edition) the cam paign has re iterated its call fo r the governm ent to 

protect pubs by strengthening planning law. In its response to a governm ent paper 
on how change of use is handled in the planning system , the cam paign says re­
form  is essentia l as the current system  fa ils to give suffic ien t protection to pubs. 
C A M R A  wants to see an end to the rules wh ich  see pubs being converted  into 
shops, p rofessional and financia l services, and restaurants w ithout p lanning per­
m ission. "This m akes it incredib ly easy fo r v iab le  and va lued pubs to be lost, w ith ­
out local authorities or local people having a say over the pubs’ fu tu res ,” says the 
subm ission.

C A M R A  believes the fa ilure to consider com m unity  contribution  or potentia l d am ­
age to the com m unity  is a m ajo r weakness in the current p lanning system . The 
governm ent should recognise the unique and d istinct function  pubs perform  in 
com m unities and should take the fo llow ing m easures:-

•  create a separate, or use class, p lanning ca tegory fo r pubs

•  a llow  local deve lopm ent orders, wh ich  can currently  be used just to extend 
deve lopm ent rights, to also restrict deve lopm ent rights so as to support the 
retention of key com m unity  am enities like pubs

•  liberalise the curren t planning laws, so that fo rm er pubs, wh ich  are now 
shops, services or restaurants, can be turned back into pubs w ithout p lan­
ning perm ission

•  extend protection fo r pubs threatened w ith  dem olition

C A M R A ’s cam paigns m anager Em ily Ryans said: "too m any viab le  pubs are lost 
every w eek due to the w eakness of current planning law. There are a few  great 
exam ples of pubs wh ich  have been saved by local intervention and continue to 
flourish -  but th is should be the norm , rather than the excep tion .” The subm ission 
also points out that it is absurd that a pub can be tu rned into som ething else w ith ­
out p lanning perm ission, but perm ission  is required to turn it back. C A M R A  is also 
concerned that deregu lation  proposals m ay be weaken ing the current protection 
g iven to pubs in planning law and opposes any a ltera tions wh ich  w ou ld  take local 
decision m aking pow er even fu rther away from  com m unities. Go to 
w w w .cam ra .o rg .uk to find a full copy of the subm ission.

However, the protection and prom otion of the pub, and w ith it real ale, is much 
m ore than a m atte r of legislation. As the O ctober edition of C AM R A's new spaper 
What's Brewing c lea rly  poin ts out, the cam paign, w ith  now over 130,000 m em bers, 
is becom ing large enough to have influence s im ply through its physical size. A  cou­
ple of extra  p in ts a w eek th roughout the m em bership, as well as am ongst all the 
others w ho enjoy real ale, wou ld  m ake a ve ry  sign ificant d iffe rence.
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Your country pub in town

Drop in fo r  a pint or th re e  o f our exce llen t 
rea l ales, rea l ciders or p erries .

O r  ju s t a c o ffe e . O r  a glass or b o ttle  o f wine. 
O r one o f our collection o f over 5 0  m alt whiskies.

O r a b ite  to  e a t .  O ur own home-sm oked salmon is 
famous and our doorstep sandwiches are  made 

w ith  fre s h  bread  fro m  our local b akery .

And i f  you need accommodation fo r  yourself or 
your vis itors , we have 4  w ell-appointed  e n -s u ite  

rooms to  sleep up to  4  people, 
ra te d  4 *  by V is itB rita in .

Blakes -  no gimmicks, ju s t good food and drink, 
good company and good hospita lity .

52  Castle S t r e e t ,  Dover, C T16  1PJ 
0 1 3 0 4  2 0 2 1 9 4  em ail@ blakesofdover.com  

w w w.blakesofdover.com
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The Local News
Contributors - Martin Atkins, The Mcilroys, Roger Marples, 

John Pitcher, Tony Wells, Jim Green and Mike Sutcliffe etc.
Please note that any views expressed herein are those of the contributors 

and are not necessarily those of this branch or CAMRA Ltd

If you have any news about a pub in your area -  new beers or different beer range, alterations 
to the pub, beer festivals or anything that may be of interest to our readers , please email:

channel.draught@camra-dds.org.uk
We are, of course, equally pleased to hear from landlords with news about their pub.

Dover Pub Reopens Follow ing a new 
start as a freeho ld  free house by the 
Old Endeavour London Rd. (reported 
in our sum m er edition), the W heel­
w righ ts  A rm s on Buckland Estate, has 
also jo ined the ranks of ex Shepherd 
Neam e pubs m aking a fresh beginning 
w ithout a tie. New owners are cousins 
Ralph and W endy Beharry w ho have 
m oved from  S wansea to Dover to take 
on the pub. They feel that the fo rm er 
beer range did not appeal to cus tom ­
ers, and that w ith  no tie they can pro­
vide w ha t people  want. W hethe r that 
w ill include real ale, and if so what, at 
the tim e of w riting w e do not know.
Dow ntow n Dover Hots Up W hile  the 
s tripp ing  and lap dancing  venue , 
p lanned fo r the now dem olished B ritan­
nia som e years ago, never seem ed to 
get off the ground, m ore recent forays 
into the w orld  of adult enterta inm ent 
are looking m ore substantive. Earlier 
th is year the new ow ner of the C astle , 
Paul M cM ullan instigated pole dancing 
at the pub and w as fo llow ed a few  
m onths later by the Funky M onkey  
revising its license to include pole 
dancing and lap dancing nights. In A u ­
gust Paul raised the stakes by p ropos­
ing the introduction of top less barm aids 
at the Castle, a lthough the ladies in­
vo lved wou ld  be wearing  nipple tassels. 
A pparently  the Council w ere  less than

happy, and w e understand that a co m ­
prom ise saw the top less specia ls on 
Friday and S aturday nights being re­
p laced by Bikini Beach nights.
C inque Ports A rm s , W estern Docks: 
Back to doing regular real ale, w e held 
our A ugust branch m eeting at the pub. 
Beers w ere  Doom Bar, and London 
G lory from  Greene King, and it proved 
a fine venue. W ith  few  houses around, 
the pub has to rely substantia lly  on port 
related trade, and as w as pointed out 
by a letter to the Dover Express last 
April, th is could be g rea tly  assisted if 
the Dover Harbour Board w as to m ake 
bette r use of the considerable lightly 
used parking space in the vicin ity. A p ­
parently  changes to border contro ls 
have reduced the need fo r lengthy lorry 
parking near the port facilities, and 
when parking is required, the level of 
Harbour Board charges does not en­
courage lorry d rivers to stop, preferring 
instead to park in lay-bys on the main 
roads, or even go over to Folkestone 
where parking is cheaper. A  m ore p rag­
m atic approach to the parking areas, 
including use by cars could g reatly  
benefit the pub, the beach, and the 
whole area generally.
S p o rtsm an , London Rd: Real ale hav­
ing been absent fo r som e years now, 
w e understand that a handpull has ap­
peared on the bar over recent m onths.
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Confirm ation of this wou ld  be appreci­
ated and, if it's so, w hat beers are be­
ing sold. O ver the road the K ingfisher 
still rem ains closed and up fo r sale.
Prince A lb ert, B iggin St: Ab igale  Beers 
w ere  prom inent in August, R idgeway 
and Sam phire , both of wh ich  w ere  in 
excellent condition. The pub changed 
hands at the start of O ctober and after 
a w eek 's  closure reopened on S aturday 
8th. W e understand that on Friday eve­
ning S eptem ber 30th the pub w as heav­
ing w ith  people four deep at the bar as 
the previous m anagem ent had a clear 
out of stock at reduced price. The new 
proprie tors w ill continue w ith  real ale 
but are not sure yet w hat proportion w ill 
be local. A  visit in m id O ctober found 
C anterbury A les Reeves Ale and Lon­
don Pride, w ith  a barrel of W antsum  
apparently  jus t fin ished. A round the 
corner on Folkestone roundabout, the 
G olden  L io n , c losed  since about 
Easter, and in term ittently  w orked  on 
over the sum m er, is, at the tim e of w rit­
ing, up fo r sale, a llegedly fo r a figure of 
£300,000. In Ladywell the Falstaff is 
c losed again, th is  tim e w ith steel shut­
tering over doors and w indows.
Red L io n , Charlton Green: Real ales 
are now back to London Pride and 
B om bardier again -  the Harvey's S us­
sex wh ich  had replaced London Pride 
fo r a tim e, apparently  proving d ifficu lt to 
shift.
A t the Louis  A rm strong Skrim shander 
rem ains house b itter, accom panied 
norm ally by one or two other local 
brews. Particu larly notable w as G adds 
B lack Pearl O yster S tout at 6.2% , 
which appeared a coup le  of tim es over 
recent m onths. Perhaps surprisingly 
easy drinking, it could  be d istinctly  
soporific, and w as among the dozen 
brews wh ich  featured in th is year's  an­
nual late sum m er beer festival. As well

as a se lection from  Kent, there were 
also beers from  Oakleaf, Ascot, S t Pe­
ter's, Vale and not least T itanic, whose 
so le  re p re se n ta tive , N a u tica l M ild  
(4.8%  ABV), every bit lived up to the 
b rew ery's reputation fo r excellen t beer.
In Castle St. scaffo ld ing w as erected in 
late O ctober around the old Snoops  
n ightclub (ABC or G ranada c inem a to 
som e of us). Earm arked by JP W ether- 
spoon fo r one of the ir Lloyd No 1 out­
lets som e years ago nothing ever hap­
pened save fo r several p lanning app li­
cations -  m ost recently a som ewhat 
fu turis tic  design w h ich  involved dem o li­
tion of m ost of the exiting structure and 
replacem ent by a bar and flats. How ­
ever, of late all has been quiet. 
W hether the current activ ity  is anything 
m ore than m aintenance rem ains to be 
seen, but perhaps W etherspoon 's  cu r­
rent proposal in Deal (see below) has 
revived the pub chain 's interest in o ther 
parts of East Kent. O f course W ether- 
spoon m ay no longer have any connec­
tion w ith  in the property. As usual any 
inform ation gra te fu lly  received.
B lak e s , Castle St: As a lways to the 
fore as a supp lie r of new local brews 
the bar w as featuring beers from  the 
recently established Kent Brew ery (See 
Sm all B rew ery News) in August. B lack 
Gold and Zang iber w ere  both ve ry  well 
received -  both excellen t w as one co m ­
ment, while that now well established 
(just a year or so?) Old Dairy brew, 
Blue Top, m ade a w e lcom e return. 
However, o lder providers w ere  not fo r­
gotten, and mid A ugust saw G adds 
Festive ale availab le  and early  S ep tem ­
ber H oppocket from  1648. In O ctober 
m ild 's resurgence continued as w e en­
joyed a ve ry  pala table  barre l of Bank 
Top dark.
W hite  H o rse , S t Jam es St: Both cats, 
Tango and M erlot continue to thrive,
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although Jeanette  adm its they don 't 
entire ly get on. So Tango tends to re­
side upstairs, leaving M erlot the run of 
the bar, the a ttention of custom ers and, 
if he gets the chance, the exploration of 
the outside world. Four real a les are 
norm ally available, d raw n from  regulars 
Loddon F errym an ’s G old, H arvey's 
Sussex Best B itter and Landlord, plus a 
w ide selection of guests. Several ciders 
are usually also on sale. A  recent visit 
found a m ost p leasing p int of that old 
favourite  Tring C olley's Dog on tap.

First &  L a s t , East C liff: Information has 
reached us that the pub has been co m ­
ple te ly stripped and redecorated. The 
bar is still there w ith  keg pum ps in situ, 
a lthough apparen tly  no sign of hand- 
pum ps, and everyth ing else appearing 
to have gone. The w a lls  seem to have 
been painted white , and outside the 
Sheps signage is still intact. The im ­
pression is of a m ajor refurb ishm ent.

Fox , Tem ple Ewell: C ourage D irectors 
is cu rrently  a regular, and ve ry  good it 
is too, much improved, now its brewed 
at Bedford, from  its years at Tadcaster: 
"just like it used to be” says landlord 
S teve. Cotle igh beers feature p rom i­
nently and G reene King London G lory 
has appeared several tim es. M id A u ­
gust found Rother V a lley W ealden Bit­
te r on the handpum ps -  a brew ery we 
used to see a lot of locally but of late 
has been notably absent.
D EAL
Just R ep roach , King St: If you've 
never heard of this pub it's not surpris­
ing, fo r at the tim e of w riting it has yet 
to start operating, but it is in fact our 
Branch area's firs t m icropub, about 
which w e reported b rie fly  in our S um ­
m er edition. A t that tim e, prospective 
proprietor, M ark Robson w as awaiting 
the outcom e of his application fo r the 
conversion of the fo rm er free trade out-

LOUIS ARMSTRONG
Maison Dieu Road, Dover 

CT161RA 
01304 204759 

Live Music Friday & Saturday 
Live Jazz Every Sunday

W ED 7th  DEC - DADDLUMS &  PUB GAMES 
TUES 2 0 th  DEC - OPEN CHRISTMAS QUIZ

W ith SEASONAL BUFFET

KENT REAL ALE -  Beers from Hopdaemon Gadds 
Whitstable Goachers Old Dairy Westerham

plus guests from  across the Britain

WEDNESDAY WINTER WARMERS 
ALL REAL ALE£2.30 ALL MEALS £3.00
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let at the entrance to Broad St. Car 
Park. Subsequently, perm ission was 
granted in August, and M ark says that 
he has had p lenty of encouragem ent 
from  both C AM R A m em bers and lo­
cals, including the Deal Town Council. 
H e specifica lly  thanks D D S  branch 
m em ber R oger M arples fo r his support 
and e ffo rts to prom ote the enterprise. 
The intention is to run the pub very 
much along the lines of M artyn Hillier's 
Butcher's A rm s at H erne (M artyn  has 
been involved w ith  the p lanning), and 
w ill be selling real ales, E nglish  w ine 
and possib ly a cider. The nam e is 
taken from  a poem by Danie l D e foe :
"If I  had any satire left to write,
Could I w ith  suited spleen indite,
My verse should b last that fa ta l town, 
And drow n'd sailors' w idow s pull it 
dow n;
N o footsteps of it should appear,
And ships no m ore cast anchor there. 
The barbarous hated nam e of Deal 
shou'd die,
O r be a term  of infamy;
And till that's  done, the town w ill stand 
A  just reproach to all the land"
Interestingly, W illiam  Cobbett's  v iew s in 
Rural Rides a century or so later, were 
not d is s im ila r: "a m ost v illa in o u s
p lace .....full of filthy looking peop le ”
w here "everything seem s upon the per­
ish .” O f course  th ings are m uch 
changed now, and a fte r som e years of 
speculation J D W etherspoon  appear 
to have settled on a site fo r an estab­
lishm ent in the town. The property con ­
cerned is the fo rm er job  centre in 
Queen St. wh ich  som e years ago was 
the subject of interest by another pub 
operator, Sm ith & Jones. Deal and 
W a lm er C ham ber of Trade w ere  sup­
portive of the proposal a lthough con ­
cern w as expressed by som e of the 
existing pubs. A t tim e of w riting there 
appears no tim e scale fo r the deve lop ­

m ent although w e understand that 
W etherspoon have applied fo r a p rem ­
ises licence.

Mill H ill. An area not renowned fo r real 
ale, recent events o ffe r a com plete cu ­
rate's egg. The Y ew  Tree  has now 
closed and been acquired by Tesco fo r 
conversion to one of the ir local stores, 
which it antic ipa tes opening towards 
the end of the year. A  Yew  Tree pub 
has been on the site since the 1870s, 
w ith early owners being HED Trafford, 
b rew ers of L ittlebourne. The current 
building dates from  the early 1930s, 
and w as constructed by M ackeson of 
Hythe next door to earlier pub which 
subsequently  becam e a confectionery 
shop and genera l store. M eanwhile  at 
the Mill Inn th ings are ve ry  much on 
the up. Real ale enthusiast John T ow n­
send w ho took over in late 2009 re in tro ­
duced a single hand pum p -  if no one 
else wanted it, at least he could drink it. 
W ith in a year or so one had becom e 
two and now he has installed a third 
pum p, w ith  St Austell T ribute as regu­
lar.

A stor T h e a tre , S tanhope Rd: Another 
new venue fo r real ale, the theatre ran 
its firs t beer festival on Thursday 11th 
and Friday 12th August. Described in 
the run up as two days of music and 
beer the event w as a co llaboration  w ith 
G adds and the Berry in Canada Rd. 
Entry w as £2 w ith  som e of the pro­
ceeds going tow ards the Deal M aritim e 
Folk Festival, and w e understand, w as 
a considerable success.

Prince  A lb ert, A lfred  Sq: Good reports 
from  this pub during the sum m er, beers 
sp o tte d  inc lud e d  loca ls  W a n tsum  
M ore ’s Head, Nelson 's Tem ptress and 
W hitstable  East India Pale Ale and 
from  m ore  d is ta n t p a rts  C o ttag e  
C ham pflow er Ale and A dnam s L ight­
house and Explorer. "I haven ’t been to
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th is pub fo r quite som e tim e and I’d 
fo rgotten  how m uch I liked it in there. 
They have a good selection of ales 
available and they are good qua lity ,” 
w as one com m ent.

Eagle , Q ueen S t : The last pub before 
Deal S tation now has Sharps D oom bar 
as a regular, accom panied by a varying 
guest w hich, at tim e of w riting, is 
Jennings Cum berland Ale. A  recent 
flash flood caused by torrentia l rain 
m eant the pub unfortunately ended up 
w ith m ore than just beer in it’s ce llar . 
How ever som e sw ift bailing-out p re­
vented serious dam age.
In W a lm er the B e rry , East Kent Pub of 
the Year, w as narrow ly beaten into sec­
ond place as Kent Pub of the Y ear by 
last year's  w inner the Flow er P ot in 
M aidstone. Neverthe less C hris con tin ­
ues to m ainta in the sam e eclectic se­
lection of ales from  near and far, inc lud­
ing beers from  the new Kent B rewery 
and at least one barre l of G adds 6.2%  
Black Pearl O yster Stout. O ctober once 
again saw the pub's annual O ktoberfest 
beer festival. The C am bridge  A rm s , 
Dover Rd. is now open again having 
been closed fo r a period, a fte r the de ­
parture of the fo rm er landlord (to take 
over, w e understand, the T hree  H o rse­
shoes at M ongeham ). No inform ation

as yet on real ale policy. And ve ry  good 
reports from  the R ailw ay Hotel (the 
last port of call fo r the August fair- 
w ea ther walk) about the qua lity  of the 
pub's M aster Brew -  one of the best 
exam ples of MB I have tasted in ages, 
w as one com m ent.

Rising S u n , K ingsdown: A polog ies fo r 
captioning of the pub's photo in our 
sum m er edition as the Zetland Arm s. 
Here it is as it should be.

Rising Sun, Kinsdown

S AN DW ICH & RURAL
Bell H ote l, Sandwich: The tow n 's well 
known hotel overlooking The Q uay has 
just been sold to S hepherd Neam e fo r 
£3.6m . The Faversham  brew ery now 
owns seven hotels including the Royal 
on Deal seafront. O pposite, the Crispin  
w as the venue fo r DDS C A M R A  O cto ­
ber branch m eeting. Now returned to a 
m ore traditional pub from  the con tinen ­
tal ca fe  style of recent years, it w as 
both friend ly  and w elcom ing. Beer 
range varies and includes both national 
and local brews -  G add's She Sells 
Sea Shells receiving particu la rly  good 
reports.

Lots of local beer also, at the Crow n  
Inn Finglesham  w here reports have 
recorded brews from  Old Dairy, W ant- 
sum, C anterbury A les, A bigale  and 
W agglers. These are com plem ented by
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m ore nationally d istributed beers from  
further afield. A t the F ive  B ells  Eastry 
Greene King IPA is a regular, and of 
late, accom panying ales have included 
Old S peckled Hen, Harveys Sussex 
Best, Bass, London Pride, Tetley Bitter 
and St P eter’s Ruby Red, one of our 
m em bers finding the last two especia lly  
pleasing.

R is ing  S u n , S tourm outh: A lw ays re li­
able fo r real ale, the pub has recently 
expanded away from  national brews to 
a range from  m icros. A  visit in late A u ­
gust found Loddon Hullabaloo, 
Rudgate Battle Axe, Cottage 
Broadgauge and Tring Jack O 'Legs, all 
in good condition. W eston c ider was 
also available.

C h eq u ers , Ash: Tw enty years ago 
there w ere  four pubs in Ash village. 
Now, it would  seem there is a problem  
supporting just two. R ichard M unden, 
landlord fo r the past three years, left 
tow ards the end of O ctober, blam ing 
the recession fo r causing a 40%  drop in 
takings com pared w ith the sam e tim e 
last year. The pub w as to have closed 
but owners Punch Taverns have found 
tem porary landlords to keep the place 
running fo r the tim e being. During his 
tim e at the pub R ichard had proved an 
enterpris ing proprie tor, introducing a 
varie ty  of guests a les and hosting regu­
lar events, including a num ber of beer 
festivals. W e wish him well fo r the fu ­
ture. However, all is not g loom y in th is 
part of our Branch area. The Frog & 
O ran g e , Shatterling m ainta ins an inter­
esting range of beers w ith  p len ty of 
local representation, including over 
recent m onths W antsum  M ore ’s Head, 
Old Dairy B rew ery C opper Top and 
Blue Top, and G add's Seasider.
L ig h th o u se , Capel-le -Ferne: A  vis it in 
early S eptem ber found the property 
w ith new owners but not expecting to re

-open until Novem ber. Uncertain 
w hether real ale w ill be retained. A t the 
nearby R oyal O a k , se lection w as M as­
te r Brew, Courage Best, G reene king 
IPA and Ruddles.
C arpenters  A rm s , Coldred: The an­
nual Daddlum s m atch took place on 
Tuesday S eptem ber 6th, when a group 
from  d D s  C A M R A  branch plus friends, 
challenged the pub locals to an evening 
of the d im inutive table skittles. An ear­
nest m atch ensued, and m uch good ale 
w as drunk, two barre ls being fin ished 
off and two m ore broached. Eventua lly 
the hom e team  won by two m atches to 
one, a lthough a ca lcu la tion  of total p ins 
knocked over showed a d iffe rence in 
the ir favour of just one. A t Lydden the 
re-opened Bell appears to be doing 
good business, but the Hope rem ains 
closed.
R e d  L io n , St. M argare ts-a t-C liffe : Re­
furb ishm ent has been taking p lace over 
the sum m er, w ith w ork  on the m ain bar 
and new to ile ts  com pleted by the end

of August. There is a new snug bar, 
decorated w ith Jam es Bond and Noel 
C ow ard m em orabilia , and by the tim e 
you read th is the new kitchen should be 
fin ished. S tandard real ales are Doom 
Bar, H arvey’s and Bom bard ier com p le ­
m ented by ales from  Kent Brewery, 
which have proved ve ry  popular. 
C A M R A  m em bers are w e lcom e and,
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and on production of a current m em ­
bersh ip  card w ill be g iven a com pli­
m entary p int of real ale on the ir first 
visit.
FO LK ESTO N E & HYTHE
V ic to ria , Cheriton: A nother casua lty  to 
m odern tim es, the pub is now closed 
fo rever and being converted into ac­
com m odation. A  sim ilar fa te  would 
appear to await the G ate Inn in Hythe, 
now also closed, a fte r being sold prior 
to auction in March w ith  p lanning per­
m ission to convert to accom m odation . 
However, som ew hat bette r news from  
the C arousel Lou n g e . Now open ad­
d itiona lly  on M ondays 12 until 6pm , it 
continues to o ffe r beer at £2.50 per 
pint, wh ile  the Carousel Lounge R es­
taurant that closed last year has now 
re-opened as the Hong Kong House, 
including w e hear, provis ion of exce l­
lent and reasonab ly priced takeaw ays.

Three M arin ers , Hythe: S ubject of 
som e very com plim entary reporting by 
the G uard ian W eekend in August the 
pub continues to provide a good range 
of changing cask ales from  Kent and 
around the country, and alw ays in ex­
ce llent condition. A  vis it at the end of 
A ugust found, among others, beers 
from  W hitstable, Kent and Tonbridge -  
the latter being a m ost satisfying brew, 
Rustic. In the High St. the W hite  H art , 
having reverted to a pub from  the bur- 
ger-bar style of a few  years ago also 
show ing strong support fo r local beer. 
As well as hosting the launch of the 
new Hopfuzz brew ery (see Two New 
Kent B reweries) it has been a regular 
outlet fo r Old Dairy. O ther Kent brews 
have included Abigale, G adds and 
W agglers, the latter still b rew ing from  
W eltons in Horsham , but w e under­
stand seeking a Kent base. The pub is 
develop ing a good reputation fo r food 
and norm ally one local beer is ava il­

able at £2.50 a pint.
East C liff T a ve rn : Redem ption Pale 
Ale and Cottage M erchant Navy were 
on handpum p in early Septem ber, and 
G adds Seashells  a coup le  of weeks 
later w hen the pub w as k ick off point fo r 
a Folkestone Craw l, wh ich  proceeded 
then to the Lifeboat and a pint of 
Hardy-H ansons b itte r on the house, 
courtesy of m ine host. S harp 's beers 
are popular here w ith  Doom Bar and 
Cornish Coaster availab le  in early S ep­
tem ber a longside Ruddles Best, GK 
London's G lory and C harles W ells Ea­
gle. Everards Equinox w as the choice 
at next stop, the G u ild h a ll, whose re­
cent guests had included A dnam s NZ 
Pale Ale, Harveys and M ordue. A t the 
B ritish  Lion a satisfying p int of G reene 
King A bbot w as fo llow ed by Spring­
head M aid M arion at the P u llm a n . Last 
stop w as C h am bers  w here the evening 
fin ished w ith  S krim shander and W h it­
stable Kentish Reserve. G adds superb 
Dogbolter rem ains a regular at th is pub 
as do A dnam s Beers, whose brew 
G host Ship w as availab le  a few  m onths 
ago.

C A N T ER B U R Y
The C ity  now has its own b rew ery once 
again. Part of the S toneset Inn Group, 
which includes C anterbury 's C ity  Arm s  
and the Beer C art A rm s , it is unsur­
prisingly, nam ed the C anterb ury  
B rew ery , and occup ies a fo rm er foun­
dry in W hite  Horse Lane along w ith  the 
group 's th ird pub, equa lly  unsurpris ing ly 
called the F o u n dry . E lsewhere Roger 
M arples reports on th is new enterprise. 
Nearby, in late Septem ber, the O ld  
B rew ery  (which is not a brewery) w as 
selling G adds No 7, B rakspear O xford 
Gold and W antsum  Dynamo.

N ew  Inn , Havelock Street: The sum ­
m er beer festival w as held in late A u ­
gust, kicking o ff on the evening of
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W ednesday 24th A ugust w ith  Dead 
Horse M orris -  fue lled  no doubt 
(according to the pub's own pre­
publicity) by the odd pint of Hopback 
Sum m er Lightning. Reports suggest it 
w as a g rea t success, carrying on over 
the bank holiday w eekend and defying 
the c ity 's  hoax bom b scares. Beer 
range w as extensive and included 
Thornbridge Ja ipur, O ld Dairy Blue 
Top, Dark S tar Hophead and Salopian 
Lem on Dream , all of w hich, together 
w ith the a tm osphere, w ere  enthus iasti­
ca lly  described as excellen t by one of 
our m em bers who attended on Friday.
King's H ead , W incheap: The pub now 
has its own house beer. Called King's 
Head Bitter, it is a 4%  A B V  brew  sup­
plied by W esterham . A  vis it in late 
Septem ber found it on the handpum ps 
along w ith  Harveys S ussex Best, 
G reene King IPA and C aledonian 80/-.
P hoen ix , O ld Dover Rd: M ainta in ing 
tradition, the pub w ill be hosting a pre

Christm as beer festiva l again th is year. 
P lanned fo r Friday, Sa tu rday and S un­
day 9 - 11th D ecem ber it w ill feature 
about fourteen, m ain ly local, real ales, 
w ith live m usic every day.
B lack R ob in , K ingston: Harvey's S us­
sex Best and Doom Bar w ere  regulars 
in late sum m er and a visit in early S ep­
tem ber also found W antsum  on the 
handpum ps. A t Bekesbourne W este r­
ham G rasshopper and G adds No 5 
w ere  available at the U n icorn , and 
beers from  Charles W ells, A dnam s and 
Nethergate at the Hop P ocket, Boss- 
ingham . At Stelling M innis the Rose  
and C row n w as selling Flowers IPA, 
Abigale  and F ranklin ’s Dry Hop.

Lowest N ow  Serving
Prices in Monkey ALE
Town ONLY £1.39 Pint

Tuesday ClubBuy 6 P ints  
Get 1 FREE

■V5 :

The T tmky Monkey
14 Bench Street, Dever
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KENT SMALL BREWERY NEWS
By Roger Marples

New brew eries continue to appear. One has jus t opened in W est Hythe -  Hopfuzz 
(see artic le page 36), and equ ipm ent has been de livered to G oodey’s B rew ery at 
Herne, so look out fo r another starting soon. In Dover at the tim e of w riting, C u llin ’s 
Yard is awaiting planning consent fo r its intended brew ery (having initia lly 
understood that th is w as not required) so opening has been delayed. Kent 
Brewery, which opened earlie r th is year, now supp ly our local public houses on a 
regular basis. All of which indicates that, despite  the recession, at least one section 
of industry is buoyant. M eanwhile, existing m icro brew eries seem to be expanding 
the ir sales and the ir b rew eries .....so read on.
A bigale  B rew ery  Ashford 01233 661310 jam es@ abiga le.p lus.com  
A  new beer, added to the range, is Nailbourne. Th is is a 4 .5%  best b itter and is 
brew ed from  Adm iral and W G V  hops (W hitbread [or W ye] G old ings Variety) and 
Crystal, Dark Crystal and A m ber malts. Jam es W ra ith  is concentra ting  on his 
existing beers, Sam phire (4.1% ) and R idgeway (3.8% ), which together w ith  
Nailbourne, w ill be his standard range until a possib le  new beer in the new year, 
deta ils of which are yet to be decided. A  "one o ff” pale ale (3.8% ) w as created fo r 
the Leas Lift Festival, wh ich  w as held at Fo lkestone ’s Funicu lar R ailw ay in 
Septem ber. Unsurpris ingly, it w as nam ed, "Leas Lift Festival A le. Recent de liveries 
of Abigale  beers have been m ade to the Two Sawyers, W oolage  Green; the 
Lydden Bell; the East C liff Tavern, Folkestone; and in C ante rbury the Phoenix, Bell 
& Crown, New Inn and Unicorn.
C anterbury  Ales Chartham  01227 732541 canterbrew @ gm ail.com  
A  new W in ter A le is being launched fo r sale in Decem ber. Th is w ill be nam ed "The 
Host” and w ill be 4.6% . W hen I spoke to Martin Guy, he had the brew  in his copper 
and w as am azed by the d iffe rent scents in the arom a, which included cinnam on, 
coriander, g inger and star anise. These w ill com p lem ent six d iffe rent m alts and 
G old ings and Fuggles hops. The co lour w ill be deep red. Martin had hoped to 
produce a green hop beer, using w ild  hops from  the back of his brewery. 
Unfortunately, owing to a poor crop, there w ere  suffic ient only fo r about one pint of 
beer. He hopes to spend m ore tim e cultivating his hop garden fo r next year. The 
d iscontinued M ille r’s A le has been re launched, to a d iffe rent recipe. It w ill be a red 
b itter w ith  New Zealand Pacific Gem  hops and a crysta l rye malt. New outlets, 
locally, are C oastguard, St. M argare t’s Bay and George and Dragon, Sandwich.
C anterbury  Brew ers C anterbury 01227 455899 the foundry@ live.co .uk 
(See the article on page 34)
P&DJ G oacher -  Tovil, M aidstone 01622 682112
G oacher’s w ere  the overa ll w inne r at the Kent Beer Festival w ith  Gold S tar 5.0% .
H opdaem on B rew ery  -  New nham  01795 892078 in fo@ hopdaem on.com  
G olden Braid w as the overall w inner at the C A M R A  Cham pion Beer awards, 
London & South East. The presentation  w as m ade at the b rew ery by the local 
branch.
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Hopfuzz B rew ery  -  W est Hythe 07850 441267 dary l@ hopfuzz.co .uk 
(See the article on page 36)
Kent B rew ery  -  B irling 01634 780037 info@ kentbrew ery.com  
This brewery, wh ich  started production earlie r in the year, now de live r to East Kent 
on a th ree w eek ly  basis. They are located at B irling Place Farm, S tangate Road, 
Birling, W est Malling, M E19 5 Jn ., and as they are still deve lop ing the ir trade in the 
Channel D raught circu la tion  area, there m ight be public houses in the m ore rem ote 
parts that cannot be supplied, as yet. However, as business expands they plan to 
penetrate all the coun try  lanes of rural Kent. Regular Beers are Pale (4%), B lack 
Gold (4%), Kent G olding B itter (4.1% ), g inger flavoured Z ing iber (4.1% ) and the 
ruby Cobnut (4.1)% . The brew ery w as founded by ex Dark S tar brewer, fa rm er and 
bio log ist Toby S im m onds and ex-archaeolog ist and pub lisher Paul Herbert, both of 
whom  are enthusiasts of good qua lity  real ales. However, fo r m ore about Kent 
Brewery, do not m iss the next edition of Channel D raught, in wh ich  w e hope to 
include a recent v isit. The fo llow ing outle ts have ordered Kent Brew ery beers: the 
Berry, W alm er, Prince A lbert, Deal, Coastguard, St. M argare t’s Bay, Red Lion, St. 
M argare t’s at C liffe , Three M ariners, Hythe and the New  Inn and the Foundry in 
Canterbury.
Nelson B rew ery- Chatham  01843 832828 sa les@ nelsonbrew ingcom pany.co.uk 
Owing to the b rew ery ’s continued success and grow th, Nelson have recruited a 
new m em ber of staff to concentrate on business deve lopm ent. Andy has m any 
years of experience in dealing w ith  the licensed trade and should help to fu rther 
increase sales of the b rew ery ’s products. A  new larger fe rm ente r has been 
installed, in order that the brew ery m ight keep up w ith  a h igher dem and fo r Nelson 
beers. A  special beer is being produced fo r T ra fa lgar Day, on 21st. O ctober. Th is is 
"1805” , a prem ium  strength Best B itter at 5% , and to help w ith  Halloween 
ce lebra tions a 4.8%  Adm ira l Pum pkin Ale w ill be released.
Old D airy  Brew ery -  Rolvenden 01580 243185 finea le@ olddairybrew ery.com  
No new inform ation availab le  at th is  tim e
R am sgate Brew ery -  B roadstairs  01843 580037 in fo@ ram sgatebrew ery.co .uk 
B lack Saison at 13.8%  has gone fo r bottling. Th is tru ly  excellen t beer w as 
described in the last edition of Channel D raught. G reen Hop Ale is all over now -  
and I m issed it. It w as m ore delicate  th is year, less fru ity. The M ayor of Ram sgate 
jo ined the launch at The M ontifore, in Ram sgate. A t the tim e of w riting DoppelHop 
and Dark C onspiracy w ere  in the pubs. M ore fe rm enta tion  capac ity  w as recently 
added, wh ich  w ill take the b rew ery to 15,000 litres. Th is transla tes to approx im ate ly  
92 barrels, in English.
W antsum  B rew ery -  Hersden 0845 0405980 w antsum brew ery@ googlem ail.com  
As m entioned in our sum m er edition Jam es Sandy had plans to double the 
capacity  of his brewery, and th is has now taken place. Fortitude has been re­
brew ed and re-re leased to ce lebra te  the second ann iversary of the brew ery being 
open. Bottle sales are doing well, the new ly rebuilt M arlowe Theatre, in Canterbury, 
being one outlet.
W esterham  B rew ery -  C rockham  Hill, Edenbridge 01732 864427
sa les@ w esterham brew ery.co .uk
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The b rew ery has won awards at The National Trust Fine Farm Produce Festival fo r 
Scotney Castle Pale Ale, S cotney Best B itter and W illiam  W ilberforce  Freedom  Ale. 
Recent beers in the International range have been G erm an W hea t Beer, Am erican 
Brown and Bohem ian Style Lager. The popu larity  of these beers has been so great 
that two brews have been m ade of each beer. During 2012, O lym pic year, there 
w ill be two International brew s each m onth, w ith  in addition, a special British 
Bulldog 4.3%  bitter, using five d iffe rent types of British hops to com m em ora te  the 
hosting nation.
W hitstab le  B rew ery -  G rafty  G reen 01622 851007
w hits tab lebrew ery@ btconnect.com
The b rew ery has just had its busiest sum m er ever. The aw ards won by W hitstab le  
Brew ery at the S IBA  com petition in Ju ly  ( 2 Gold M edals fo r Native and East India 
Pale Ale, plus the O verall Cham pion of the South East ) have helped to increase 
sales even more.

Roger Marples

You w ill be aware that the Deal, Dover, 
Sandw ich and D istrict Branch of the 

Cam paign fo r Real A le m akes every en­
deavour to take advantage of the benefits 
of m odern technology. To th is end we 

have m ade a m ost positive m ove into the 21st century, and have established our 
own Facebook page. W e ’ll use th is to com m unica te  local C A M R A  activities such 
as social events, beer festivals, pub news, planning applications, cam paigns and 
any other real ale or pub related inform ation that w e th ink you m ight be interested 
in. You can find our FaceBook page at:-
h ttp ://w w w .facebook.com /C A M R A D ealD overS andw ich .
So w hy not sign up today

C H A N G E S  TO  OUR B R A N C H ’S W EBSITE
As well creating a Facebook page, w e are continua lly  am ending and updating our 
existing w ebsite  to m ake it m ore inform ative and easier to use.

Pubs & Planning Applications
W ant to know which pubs have outstanding p lanning applications? Look no fu rther 
than our b ranch ’s website. A  new page has been added w h ich  links to those p lan­
ning applications, on the Dover D istrict C ouncil’s website, that d irectly  a ffect the 
pubs and c lubs in our area.
Pubs & M aps
The P ubs/C lubs/B rew eries w ebpage not on ly provides up-to-date lists of the 
b ranch ’s pubs and c lubs along w ith  Kent b rew eries and c ide r m akers, it now m aps 
the locations of these businesses as well.
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The National News
By Martin Atkins

Y oung 's  S tops Brew ing Turning its 
back on 180 years of brew ing heritage, 
Young 's has sold its 40%  holding in 
b rew er W ells & Y oung ’s to partner 
Charles W ells  fo r m ore than £15 m. 
W ells and Y oung ’s w as set up as a 
jo in t venture  in 2006 w ith  brew ing 
concentra ted  at Bedford, fo llow ing the 
closure of Young ’s Ram brew ery in 
W andsworth. Y oung ’s is using the 
m oney to invest in m ore pubs in 
London and the south east of England. 
Y o u n g ’s ch ie f e x e c u tiv e  S te p he n  
G oodyear said the pubco w ill continue 
to sell beers bearing its name, as it has 
a tw o-year rolling agreem ent to buy 
them from  Charles W ells. G oodyear 
said: "Th is transaction  is m utua lly  
bene fic ia l. Y o u n g ’s is focused  on 
investing in its prem ium  pub estate 
while  W e lls  & Y oung ’s is looking to 
invest in develop ing new and existing 
beer brands. W e are p leased to retain 
supply agreem ents and our custom ers 
w ill continue to en joy the ir custom ary 
array of qua lity  cask a les throughout 
our es ta te .”
M cEw an's & Younger's  Sold In a
further expansion of the ir business 
W ells & Young (or is now back to 
Charles W ells  again) have purchased 
S c o t t is h  b e e rs  M c E w a n 's  a n d  
Younger's from  Heineken. T hey have 
a lso  p u rch ase d  the  17%  of the 
Courage beer brands they d id not 
a lready own. M cEwan's and Younger's 
have annual com bined sales of £80m 
and w ill be the two largest b rands in the 
W ells and Young 's portfo lio. W & Y 's  MD 
Nigel M cN ally  p rom ises that the beers 
w ill continue to be brew ed at the

Caledonian b rew ery in Edinburgh, and 
sta tes that the com pany w an ts  to bring 
M cEwan's, at least, back in cask form .

R estrictive Covenants  The trade 
session of the G reat British Beer 
Festival saw Com m unity Pubs M inister 
B ob  N e ill lau n ch  a th re e -m o n th  
consultation into banning restrictive 
covenants, wh ich  a llow  pub owners to 
sell pubs w ith  fu ture use as a pub 
proh ib ited. C A M R A  ch ie f executive 
M ike Benner hailed the consu lta tion  as 
a v ictory  fo r people power. "It’s a great 
success fo r localism , and shows that 
governm ent recognises that pubs are 
vita l com m unity  assets. For the new 
com m unity ‘right to buy ’ schem e to 
work, pubs need to be availab le  fo r 
co m m u n itie s  to keep  o p e n .” The 
G overnm ent agreed to the consultation 
fo llow ing pressure from  C A M R A  and 
three local authorities -  Darlington, 
Newcastle upon Tyne and Ryedale 
under the Sustainab le  Com m unities 
Act. Between 2004 and 2009 som e 572 
p u b s  a re  s a id  to  h a v e  b e e n  
perm anently  lost fo llow ing a sale w ith 
restriction on the ir future use. Bob Neill 
said: "W e are putting the people back 
in charge, g iving them  the pow er to 
step in and save the ir m uch loved 
com m unity assets. By review ing th is 
restrictive red tape w e are giving 
people another opportun ity  to use the ir 
co llective pow ers to ensure that the ir 
locals rem ain loca l.”
Iconic Pubs T h reatened  As
rum oured last year, the renowned 
W enlock A rm s in north London, three 
tim es w inne r of the local b ranch ’s pub
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of the year award, faces the th rea t of 
c losu re  and dem o lition . O rig ina lly , 
owners S teve Barnes and W ill W illiam s 
refused to speculate about the pub's 
future, except to say it w as tim e they 
m oved on, but now Hackney Council 
has received a planning application 
from  W enlock llP to dem olish the 
building and replace it w ith  five fla ts 
and non-pub com m ercia l space on the 
ground floor. Barnes and W illiam s took 
over the pub in 1994, and turned a run­
down street co rne r boozer into a 
ce lebrated free house, fam ous fo r its 
choice of real ales, c iders and im ported 
bo ttled  beers. C om m en ting , N orth  
London branch chairm an John Cryne 
said a housing juggernau t has the pub 
in its sights, th reaten ing another local 
am enity wh ich  adds to the well-be ing  of 
c itizens. He encouraged people to 
ob ject to the proposal.

M e a n w h  i le  i n M o nm  o u th  sh  i re  
cam paigners and local residents are 
m ourning the proposed convers ion  of 
the C herry  Tree Inn in T intern into two 
flats, p lanning consent having been 
g ran ted  in S e p tem b er, desp ite  a 
cam paign to keep the property as a 
pub. Featured in the first 35 editions of 
the Good Beer Guide, and is the only 
W elsh pub to be in every edition until 
2008, it closed last D ecem ber and the 
owners are selling it fo r £385,000. 
G w ent branch and the Friends of the 
Cherry tree Inn, say the pub is an 
historic and im portant com m unity  pub

and, that should be sold to som eone 
who w ill re-open it.
W ars of the Roses The four year 
legal battle  between Sam uel Sm ith and 
C rop ton  b re w e rie s  ove r co p y rig h t 
in fringem ent has been settled in the 
High Court, wh ich  held that C ropton 
had in fringed Sam uel S m ith ’s UK 
registered w hite  rose tradem ark. The 
Tadcaster brew er accused Cropton of 
in fringem ent w hen its rival started 
brew ing Yorksh ire  W arrio r, which used 
a slightly  d iffe ren t rose em blem , and 
raised m ore than £10,000 fo r the 
Y orkshire  regim ent in 2009. M r Justice 
Arnold b lam ed Yorkshire  pride fo r the 
case taking so long to resolve, and 
ordered Cropton to change its label 
design. Each brew ery m ust pay its 
legal costs.
Sharp Expansion M olson Coors 
S harp ’s b rew ery is investing m ore than 
£5m in the next two years, to ensure it 
can continue to grow . The investm ent 
at the b rew ery in Rock, Cornwall 
m eans additional fe rm enta tion  vessels, 
im provem ents to the w a te r treatm ent 
p lant and a new packaging area. The 
m oves com e as S harp ’s head brew er 
S tuart Howe says its flagsh ip  brew  
Doom Bar has becom e Punch Taverns 
best selling cask beer. Howe said: 
"Production capacity  represents the 
b ig g e s t c o n s tra in t to  e x c e p tio n a l 
g row th .”

T h w aites  M ove T hw a ites  have 
announced that they w ill be closing the 
S tar Brew ery in the centre of B lackburn 
and, sub jec t to p lanning consent, 
selling the site to superm arket group 
Sainsbury. P roceeds from  the sale will 
go tow ards a "state of the a rt” new 
brew ery at a site yet to be determ ined, 
and the who le  m ove is expected to take 
b e tw e en  th re e  to  fo u r y e a rs  to 
com plete. C om pany ch ie f executive
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The Berry!

‘Harveys Best Bitter *j H(§©0 
*Dark Star American Pale Ale 

*01d Dairy Brewery Pomp 
*PLUS» 4 Guest ales! _
*Up to 4 real ciders! 4

N ew  20 1 1  Opening Hours.
Monday, W ednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday:

11am  to  11.30pm  
Tuesday 5 .30p m  to  11.30p m , Sunday 11 .30am  to  11pm

Web: w w w .th eb erryw alm er.co .u k  Canada Road, W alm er, K ent,
CT14 7EQ

Tel. 01304  3 6 2411  
Em ail. B erry_w alm er@ hotm ail.co .uk
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Richard Bailey said that the move 
"signals our com m itm ent to brew ing our 
fine ales over the longer term  and 
u n d e rp ins  s u s ta in a b le  e m p loym e n t 
loca lly .” Thw aites current brew ery was 
built in 1966, and h istorica lly  the 
com pany has brew ed in the town fo r 
over 200 years.
M ajor Reform  Needed A study 
published by the Institute of Public 
Policy Research (IPPR), Tied Down: 
The Beer Tie and its Impact on Britain’s 
Pubs, has established that thousands 
of licensees are being put under 
"s ign ificant” financia l pressure because 
they are fo rced to pay m ore fo r beer 
supplies under tied arrangem ents w ith 
la rg e  p u b  c o m p a n ie s .  B e e r - t ie  
publicans have to pay 40-45%  m ore fo r 
the ir beer than independent pubs, and 
around half of all UK pubs are tied to 
com panies, whose tenants have to buy 
v irtua lly  all the ir drinks from  them . Such 
p ub lica ns  are m ore  like ly  to be 
struggling financia lly , earning less than 
other people running pubs. A lm ost half 
earned less than £15,000, tw ice as 
m any as those in non-tied pubs. "The 
governm ent should act to 
reform  the w ay the industry operates 
and give pub licans g rea te r freedom  
from  the big pub com panies,” said 
IPPR associate d irector, R ick Muir.

Drink Lim its Challenged In a
s u b m is s io n  to  th e  S c ie n c e  and  
Techno logy Select Com m ittee  inquiry 
into a lcohol guidelines, C A M R A  claim s 
that the current recom m ended lim its of 
two to three units a day fo r wom en and 
three to four fo r men fa ils to take 
account of the latest m edical evidence. 
A  unit of a lcohol is roughly equiva lent 
to half a p int of ord inary strength b itter 
(3.5 -  4 .0% ), and C A M R A  argues that 
there is "a w ide gap between the safe 
recom m ended lim it and the point w here

drinking w ill have a severe health 
im pact.” Current governm ent drinking 
advice is com m unicated in an "overly 
p re s c r ip t iv e  w a y ” w h ic h  is no t 
supported by the evidence. Several 
m ajor studies suggest that "Light and 
m o d e ra te  d r in k e r s  e x p e r ie n c e  
im proved m orta lity  outcom es com pared 
to non-drinkers” because they acquire 
"a d e g re e  of p ro te c tio n  a g a in s t 
co ro n a ry  hea rt d ise ase , d ia b e tes , 
o s te o p o ro s is ,  g a l ls to n e s ,  s e n ile  
dem entia  and Parkinson 's d isease .”

Tax Protest The G overnm ent is 
com ing under increasing critic ism  over 
the level of duty and tax  impose on 
beer and pubs. JD W etherspoon boss 
Tim Martin says that taxes paid in the 
year to last Ju ly  am ounted to over 
£450m , approxim ate ly ten tim es its 
post-tax profit. He ca lled fo r a V A T  cut 
in bars. B rewers Shepherd Neam e and 
Black Sheep also jo ined the protest. 
Sheps pointed out that the ir duty bill 
had risen by 50%  since 2007 w ith  chief 
e x e c u t i v e  J o n a t h a n  N e a m e  
com m enting that the governm ent's  tax 
p o licy  "re d u ce s  the  p o te n tia l fo r 
inves tm en t and g row th  and is a 
m is g u id e d  p o l ic y . ” B la c k  S h e e p  
com plained that beer w as becom ing 
unaffordable. In the last financia l year it 
paid a lm ost £7.5m  in a lcohol duty -  
41%  of its annual turnover.
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The Fox
High Street Temple Ewell, Tel 01304 823598

Steve & Alyson would like to welcome you to The
Fox

Open for lunch 12-2 and dinner 7-9
Opening hours 11.30-3.30 6-11 Mon to Sat 

12-4 & 7-11 Sunday
Sunday Carvery 2 courses £8.95 Please book

DEAL, DOVER & SA N D W IC H  CAMRA BRANCH
PUB OF THE YEAR 2005

Listed in th e  201 I C A M R A  G ood B ee r G uide

Small parties catered for. Play area. Children welcome

Welcome to

%  %
L a d y w d l, ‘D o ve *

Tel 01304 203300

Victorian Freehouse & Restaurant 
Open All Day 7 Days a week

Restaurant and Snack Menu available every day except Monday 
5 en-suite letting rooms 

Live Entertainment

Real Ales: Shepherd Neame Spitfire, Adnams 
plus Guest

A ll the essence o fa  village pub in 
Dover Town Centre
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RAMBLINGS 
& RUMBLINGS

Mon 1 Aug -  Coastguard (Hobson’s Twisted Spire, Canterbury Wife of Bath) Not 
just the pub, but the Bay, heaving on a sunny afternoon! Passed Zetland at tea ­
tim e, apparently  open all day, but needed to catch bus. Berry (Nethergate Lemon- 
head, Canterbury Reeve’s Ale, Cairngorm Nessie’s Monster Mash) No heaving 
crow ds at ‘in land ’ houses on Mon afternoon. N ice fo r the punter though!
Mon 8 Aug -  Berry (again) (Brewsters Hop A Doodle Doo, Marston Moor Bee 
Orchid). Alma (Doom Bar, Master Brew) D on ’t usually d rink on Mon afternoon, but 
three or fou r o thers ensured convivia l a tm osphere
Wed 10 Aug -  Frog & Orange (Wantsum More’s Head, Theakston Hogshead bit­
ter, Hobgoblin) N ice pub, though a lm ost deserted lunchtim e. Chequer Inn, Ash: 
(Hobsons best bitter, GKIPA) Good am bience early a fternoon though beer was 
H obson’s choice!
Fri 19 Aug -  Plough & Harrow (Master Brew Spitfire, Bishop's Finger) Small 
group of ram blers ca lled in, not w ith  me. "W e w ou ldn ’t have com e here before 
(change of landlord). -  W e  d idn ’t feel w e lcom e”

Sat 20 Aug -  Fairweather Walk. Crown Finglesham (Abigale Sampire, Canter­
bury Wife of Bath, Ernie’s Ale, Doom Bar) Good start to w a lk  relaxing in pub g a r­
den, opened early fo r us at 1130 to fit in w ith  bus tim es. Hare & Hounds, 
Northbourne (Ringwood bitter, Harveys best) Lunch stop, did us proud as usual. 
Plough Ripple (Sheps Whitstable Bay, Broadside, Master Brew) Railway, Walmer 
(MasterBrew)

Thurs 25 Aug -  Two Sawyers (Theakstons Bitter, Adnams Bitter) Once more, 
large group of ram blers well catered for. Jackdaw (Spitfire, Broadside, Harveys 
Best) S topped off alone on w ay home. Pub a lm ost deserted  at 4pm . Relaxing in 
beautifu l garden I mused that though beer not cheap, doubtfu l if I’d save anything 
by drinking at hom e and paying a gardener to create som ething sim ilar chez moi.
Fri 26 Aug -  New Inn Beer Fest, Canterbury (Thornbridge Jaipur, OD Blue Top, 
DS Hophead, Salopian Lemon Dream + many others) Excellent a tm osphere  Fri 
evening, perhaps not as crow ded as expected, but a ve ry  com petitive tim e fo r beer 
festivals th is tim e of year. W ell w orth  braving bom b scares for!

Mon 29 Aug -  East Kent Railway Festival Good selection of beers and ciders 
m ade up fo r cool w eather, O K fo r walking but a bit sh ivery sitting around drinking. 
W as surprised to see alm ost everyth ing still available on M onday. Few punters in 
today, though had been busy on Sat apparently

Thurs 8 Sept -  Hare & Hounds, Northbourne (Harveys bitter, Ringwood Bitter) 
Pub busy lunchtim e, before 12 w a lkers descended, though not great beer drinkers 
unfortunately. A  lady from  South A m erica  peered doubtfu lly  at the hand pumps, 
and w as persuaded to try  a half of Harveys, w h ich  she declared palatable. "You
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Dan welcomes you to

THE LEATHER BOTTLE
FREEHOUSE 

Great Mongeham, Deal CT14 9PE 
01304 375931 

Newly refurbished.
Fine Ales & Lagers, Beer Garden, Sky Sports. 

Beer bargains every Sunday.
Euchre nights every Friday.

New ale range with two cask ales available 
from a variety of regional brewers.

Open
Mon to Fri 5pm to 11pm
Sat Noon to 11 pm
Sun Noon to 9pm

Charlton Green, Dover CT16 2PS 
Tel 01304 202899

Beautiful beer garden and heated smoking Gazebo 
Open all day every day 

Harvey's Sussex Best & Charles Wells Bombardier served
Sky Sports + ESPN

U  Food served 1 2 -2 p m

The Village Pub next door to Dover’s Town Centre
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don ’t have to be po lite ” , said I "Oh no” , she replied. "Last tim e som eone offered me 
som e Austra lian beer. Freezing cold. I w a sn ’t polite about th a t!”

Sun 11 Sept -  Eight Bells (Weltons Hurricane, Adnams Gunhill, both perfectly 
d rinkable. But then tried Firestone Red Nectar) Shucks, shou ld ’ve stuck to tried 
and tested range, instead of venturing to high strength ‘A m erican ’ g im m icks. 
‘Carpet c leaner w ith  a hint of burnt treac le ’, w o u ld ’ve been m y verdict.

Mon 12 Sept -Prince Albert, Dover (Wife of Bath, Reever’s Ale) Pub a lm ost de ­
serted 9pm , but not quiet, needless to say. I envied the sm okers getting refuge 
from  the raucous din at the tab les outside on a warm  evening. Blakes (Adnams NZ 
PA, Hopdaemon Leviathan, Westerham Summer Perle) Land of Hope and G lory 
playing here, though at a som ew hat qu ie te r vo lum e than previous port of call, so 
just about to lerable accom pan im ent to drinking.

Tues 13 Sept -  Decadent afternoon mini-crawl. Lantern (Master Brew, Spitfire) 
Nice lunch in congenia l surroundings. Chance (Bass). Archer (Ramsbury Brewery 
Tackle Down Under, Brakspear Bitter) Reached just in tim e as heavens opened! 
Kittywake (Jennings Lakeland Bitter, Ringwood Thumper, Pedigree)

Thurs 15 Sept -  Crown Eythorne (Young’s Special, Landlord, Greene King IPA) 
Beer pricey, d id n ’t eat here today, but have alw ays found food reasonable value. 
Chance (Bass) R am blers ’ skittles a fternoon, M ine Host’s ch ip  butties a lw ays a firm 
favourite!

Sat 17 Sept -  Last Fairweather Walk. Blue Pigeons Worth Black Sheep, Land­
lord), Harveys Best) St Crispin (Adnams Bitter, Doombar, Bombardier) P leasant 
w a lk  through orchards til heavens opened in m iddle of nowhere! Five Bells, Eastry 
(London Pride, Greene King IPA) Chequer Inn (Purity Mad Goose, Greene King 
IPA) S traw berry C ider w en t dow n a treat too!
Sun 18 Sept -  King’s Head, Kingsdown (WJ King Brighton Blonde, Orkney 
Three Sisters Dark Ale, Greene King IPA) My rambling friends not enticed in here, 
choosing instead to eat sandw iches on the beach before repairing to the Zetland 
(Harveys Best, Master Brew, Old Speckled Hen) Not a frequent v is ito r here, but 
beer OK. Dunkerleys (Tribute) Late a fternoon. P leasant place to while  away 20 
m ins on terrace w h ils t waiting fo r bus. Palm s and exotic plants. O nly drone of tra ffic 
rem inded me that th is w as Deal

Sat 24 Sept -  Five Bells, Eastry (Harvey’s Best, Greene King IPA) Led w a lk  here 
fo r ramblers. G K IP A  appears c learly  the locals choice. Haywain, Bramling -  Beer 
Fest (Westerham Grasshopper, Goachers Fine Light, McMullens Country) and 
many others. My first ever visit. Like to say I’d go again, but fo r all the d istractions 
c loser to home!

Thurs 29 Sept -  Blue Pigeons (Black Sheep, Landlord, Bombardier, Harveys 
Best) Bum ped into m y fo rm er m ilkm an in bar who c la im s to advise bar sta ff in real 
ale techniques. Seem s to work! St Crispin (Doombar, Youngs bitter, Bass)

Stroller
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THE CROWN INN
--------- A T  F I N C L E S H A I Y I  ---------

A Warm Welcome from Tow$ wit Helen to our 
16  ̂Century PuMic House avfo Restaurant

•  Good Beer Guide 2012 recommended •  Quality real ales 
specialising in local micros •  Fridays 5 to 7pm Earlybird -  all 
draught beers £2 a pint •  draught Biddenden cider •  Bat & Trap in 
summer •T rad itiona l pub games •  Real fire •  Catering for 
weddings and functions •  Garden with BBQ and children's play 
area •  Wireless broadband •  Caravan & Tent Site

The Street, Finglesham, Deal, CT14 ONA
01304 612555 •  www.thecrownatfinglesham.co.uk* e-mail

info@thecrownfinglesham.co.uk

Bed <£ Breakfast
0<R C m m  CCXDg<E

(Next to The Crown Inn at Finglesham) 
English Tourism Council ♦ ♦ ♦ +

Double, twin and family en-suite rooms available including breakfast 
Please call 01304 620192 for bookings or more information 

___________________ www.orchardlodge.co.uk____________________________
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THIS EXPLAINS EVERTHING!

It turns out that the re 's  a scientific and logical explanation fo r w hy people (m ostly 
men) spend so m uch tim e in pubs and only get hom e in the early  hours of the 

morning. The reason fo r this odd behavior is based on E inste in 's fam ous Relativity 
Theory. It w o rks  like this: It is a w e ll-know n fact that the m ore you drink, the faste r 
you m ove. A fte r about 8 beers (or 4 double brandies & coke, etc), you're m oving at 
close to the speed of light, and th is is w here E instein enters the p icture. Accord ing 
to his Relativ ity  Theory, anybody moving at, or close to the speed of light, under­
goes T im e Dilation, i.e. tim e fo r you in the pub passes s low er than fo r an observer 
outside the pub. C om plicated ca lcu la tions have shown that the pub becom es a 
type of tim e m achine:- fo r every half-hour spent inside the pub, som ething like two 
hours pass outside the pub. A  typ ica l s ituation is: "O K guys, it's 8 o 'clock, I'm 
gonna surprise the fam ily  and get hom e early!!" However, the m om ent th is person 
steps outside the pub, the tim e travel e ffect is negated by negative radiation from  
the environm ent, and he/she then goes:" W hy is it so quie t??  O M G !!! It's half past 
one!! W H A T  H A P PEN ED ???!!??" And the answer, of course, is T im e D ilation!! I've 
tried to explain th is to outside observers, but so fa r nobody (except Fellow Tim e 
Travellers) have been able or w illing to understand the sound Scientific  basis of 
th is phenom enon.

Traditional Country Pub - Greene King Fine .'Vies 
Gue&r AJes every Thitrsday ■ Beer Garden ■ Meeting Rooms 

Am pis Car Forking * Charcoal Grill * Intimate Restaursn| 
Country Village Cooking * Wholesome &sr Menu 

For Reservation^ Business Lunches & Social Everts 
Telephone 0123?

Robert Whigham
Innkeeper

The R.ed Lion, Stodmarsh, Nr* Canterbury. Kent 
Telephone 01227 721339
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The Elephant
Faversham’s Free House

Swafe CAMRA Pub of the Vear 2007 to 2010 
and East Kent CAMRA Pub of the Vear 2010

N orm ally fiue been, m ain ly from  local mierobreweries 
and a real trad itiona l cider

Large courtyard garden and a function room
Open: Tuesday to  Friday: 3pm to llp m , 

Saturday: 12 noon to  11pm, Sunday: 12.00 noon to 7pm

During the Hop Festival we will be jeruing around 
25 different bem throughout the weekend

31 The Mall, Faveriham , Kent MHlB SJN. Tel: 01795 590157
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THE BAKE AND ALE HOUSE
New Thanet Micro-pub

T he first of the m icropubs w as The 
Butcher’s A rm s in Herne. Th is concept 

w as started by M artyn H illier and has been 
reported upon in Channel Draught p rev i­
ously. Q uite s im ply it is a sm all public 
house, usually in a converted shop. To 
keep down overheads there  is no bar, 
cooked food, recorded m usic or anything 
other than good beer from  m icrobreweries 
that can be sold at a reasonable price. The 
reason fo r being is good beer and conve r­
sation.

The th ird m icropub in East Kent, fo llow ing The C onqueror in G range Road Ram s­
gate, is The Bake and Ale House (not Bacon Ale). It w as a B aker’s Shop, and can 
be found at 21, St. M ildreds Road W estgate, or, in m ore simple term s, between 
C orra ll’s bookies and the cinem a. A lso just behind is the bus stop fo r the No 8 bus 
from  Canterbury to M argate and Broadstairs. From W estgate  Railway S tation turn 
left then right. No 8 buses from  the M argate d irection  w ill stop outside the ra ilway 
station. Having found your w ay there, you w ill probab ly find four beers that are kept 
in a tem pera ture  contro lled  ce llar and d ispensed stra ight from  the cask. They are 
norm ally from  Kent m icrobreweries.

The Bake and Ale House opened on 
W ednesday 27th April and is operated 
by jovia l m ine host, Peter W illiam s, 
an ex local governm ent o fficer from 
C am bridge. Note the unusual co lan ­
der lam pshades. So fa r business has 
been brisk. Besides the a fo rem en­
tioned beers, one m ay also purchase 
tea, and red and w h ite  w ine, and 
there is a se lection of A shm ore 
cheeses, Kent crisps and traditional 
hand raised pork pies. There are two 
long tab les and fourteen seats w ith  a 
small co rridor that conta ins a bench. 

For particu la rly  hungry souls, there is a sm all bake r’s shop, a couple  of m inutes 
w a lk  away, wh ich  sells hot pies etc. Th is is located between The Bake and Ale 
House and the R ailw ay S tation.

Opening T im es are:- 12.00-14.00 & 17.30-21.00 Tuesdays to Saturdays. And S un­
day 12.00- 14.00.

Page 30



THE UNICORN
Bekesbourne Hill 

Bekesbourne 
Canterbury, Kent CT4 5ED 

Tele: 01227 830210
www.pubunicorn.com 

om Bekesbourne Station - one stop 
from Canterbury East) 
and Shirley welcome you

•  Serving only Kentish ales
• Home-cooked quality food using fresh local produce
• 1st Monday of every month - Curry Night (booked only)
• Tuesday Nights - Steak Specials
• Wednesday Nights - Quiz
• Thursday Night - Games Night (Summer months Bat &Trap)
• Sunday Nights - Folk and acoustic music

M ike  & Ena would like to  welcome you to  the

T h e  K i n g s  H e a d
204 Wincheap, Canterbury, Kent, C T I 3RY 

Tel & Fax 01227 462885
Friendly traditional 15th century oak beamed inn 

CAM RA 20 1 0  Good Beer Guide Entry — 3 Star En-Suite Bed & Breakfast 
Wide range o f snacks and meals served lunchtimes and evenings — Sunday Roast

Real A les - Harveys Sussex Best - Greene King IP A  - plus Guest Beer 
Goachers, W esterham  & O ld Dairy regularly available

Selection o f pub games plus darts and bar billiards — Bat & Trap pitch 
Sky Sports - Secluded outdoor drinking area at rear - Heated smoking shelter 

Available for small functions and meetings 
Close to the city centre and Canterbury East Railway Station - Public car park nearby

Open Mon - Thur 12 till 2.30 and 4.45 till 12 
Friday and Saturday 12 till 12 - Sunday 12 till 11.30

Email: thekingshead@wincheap.wanadoo.co.uk 
h ttp :/ /  www.smoothhound.co.uk/hotels/ thekingshead.html
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y>  CHANNEL VIEW
B

RAVE NEW  W O R LD  It has been 
g reatly heartening to see real ale 
increasing its share of the beer m arket, 

and wh ile  total vo lum es m ay still be in 
decline, there are ind ications that there 
m ay soon be a return to grow th. W h a t­
ever m ight be happening to the nation's 
pub stock and the overall consum ption  
of beer, real ale itself at least appears 
com parative ly  healthy. However, jus t as 
it’s a ve ry  ill w ind that b lows nobody any 
good, few  successes are achieved w ith ­
out the ir share of draw backs, and ac­
com panying real a le 's  buoyancy has 
been a spate of strength reductions 
among prem ium  brands.
The latest casua lty  has been B ra in 's  
Gold w here a reduction from  4.7%  ABV 
to 4.3%  A B V  is p lanned, but over the 
last few  years w e have w itnessed 
Greene King reducing Old Speckled 
Hen and Ruddles C ounty from  respect­
fu lly 5 .2%  and 5%  to 4.5%  and 4.3% , 
Hobgoblin also being dropped from  
5.2%  to 4.5% , Spitfire from  4.5%  to 
4.2% , B om bardier from  4.3%  to 4 .1%  
and Batem an's X X X B  from  4.8%  to 
4.5% . One of the largest of all has been 
W adw orth 's B ishop's T ipp le  wh ich  has 
fa llen a w ho le  1.2% from  6.2%  to 5.0% . 
W adw orth  sales and m arketing d irector, 
Paul Sullivan, fee ls the results of the 
decision have been favourable  -  well he 
would, w ou ldn 't he. "If anything the beer 
has been enhanced by a reduction in 
s trength ,” he said. W e noticed som e, but 
little, consum er reaction when the 
change w as m ade, and sales are up 
20%  so it wou ld  appear drinkers are 
p leased w ith  the m ove.”
Increased sales are hardly surprising. At 
5%  A B V  it is a lm ost certa in ly going to be

cheaper and m ore w ide ly  available 
than the orig inal version, but it’s hard to 
im agine those w ho enjoyed it at 6.2%  
being particu larly  enam oured by the 
change, and no doubt som e would  be 
com plete ly despondent, especia lly  if 
they had heard Paul Su llivan 's subse­
quent com m ents. "There w as no need 
in our portfo lio  fo r the beer to be as 
strong as it w a s ,” -  except, of course, 
that at som e tim e a decision had been 
taken that there w as a need fo r it, and 
that W adw orth  had custom ers who 
liked drinking it.
W e com m ented in our S um m er edition 
on the new g lobalisa tion  in brew ing, 
and the fea r that as m argins were 
squeezed in the m ass lager and keg 
ale m arkets, the m ajor international 
brew ers wou ld  latch on to prem ium  real 
ales and th row  the full w e igh t of con­
sum er goods m arketing behind them . 
As w e pointed out then it sounded all 
too fam iliar, a rerun of the 1960s rush 
fo r big keg b itters -  Double Diamond, 
Red Barrel, Tankard, and all the rest -  
w ith all that m eant in te rm s of lack of 
d ivers ity  and character, and the lowest 
com m on denom inator. It's hard not to 
believe that a sim ilar process is not 
underw ay am ong m any of the surviving 
regional and fam ily  brewers.
The em phasis on a handful of m ajor 
brands (flagsh ip  beers), heavily adver­
tised, brew ed in large quantities, and all 
ve ry  sim ilar, all poin t in th is d irection. 
As does the concentration  of these into 
a narrow  strength band w idth, 4 - 4.5%  
ABV, and the unavailab ility  or d ifficu lty  
of obtaining m any of such breweries' 
o ther beers. Adm itted ly, th is  is not all 
entire ly new, the o lder established
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brew ers have never o ffe red us the 
choice that w e have com e to expect 
from  the m icros, but cu rren tly  there 
appears a defin ite  polarisation going 
on. Additiona lly , and perhaps m ost d is ­
tu rb ing ly  of all, there does also seem to 
be a deteriora tion  in qua lity  taking 
place: a robust ind ividua lity  being re­
placed by an often w a te ry  sim ilarity. 
The trad itiona l jibe, "national b lands” , 
would seem increasingly appropriate. 
W ithout w ish ing to go down the con ten ­
tious path of econom ic philosophy, the 
existence of shareholders, boards of 
d irectors and all the needs of corporate 
existence requires a dem onstration  of 
continuous grow th, wh ile  sm all or s in­
gle operators, so long as incom e funds 
the operation, can, w ith in  reason, do as 
they p lease, and fo llow  the ir own de ­
sires.
Unlike that substantia l section of the 
population who drink according to the 
level of advertis ing and prom inence of 
d isp lay on the bar, real ale drinkers 
depend on the ir own judgem ent and 
taste, often choosing the little-known or 
unknown over the big brand "sa fe ” 
choice. E a rlie r th is year C A M R A  ce le ­
brated its fortie th  birthday, fo rty  years 
that have seen unprecedented change 
fo r pubs and brew ing. Now that the 
national brew ers of the mid 20th cen ­
tury, w ith  the ir thousands of tied pubs, 
are no m ore, C A M R A  needs to m ake it 
ve ry  c lear that it d id not spend those 
four decades prom oting and supporting 
the ir sm aller cousins just to see them 
taking the nationals' p lace. O therw ise 
fo r a large section of the cam paign 's 
m em bersh ip the fu ture w ill be m icro.

S H O W  US YO U CARE As w e report 
on Page 4, C AM R A is intensifying its 
cam paign to extend and enhance p ro­
tection fo r public houses, quite aware 
of the irony that if the health of the pub 
business depended on popu lar senti­

m ent no such cam paign w ou ld  be 
needed. M Ps in particu la r are ass idu­
ous in the ir support, but all too often it 
never seem s to extend to those w ith  
the ir hands on the levers of power. De­
spite last year's  change of G overnm ent 
little seem s to have changed. The C on­
servatives and Lib Dems, parties that 
trad itiona lly  espouse the cause of small 
business, appear no m ore pub friend ly 
than the ir Labour predecessors. The 
Lib Dem s proposal fo r d ifferentia l duty 
rates fo r off and on trade appears to 
have been sent o ff into the long grass, 
while w hat in form ation is availab le  on 
the Localism  Bill and the right to buy, 
suggests that e ffective ly it w ill do little 
m ore than tinker round the edges.

About ten years ago the then C hance l­
lor, G ordon Brown, introduced reduced 
duties fo r small brew ers: the result we 
all know -  a s teadily  develop ing m icro 
industry becam e a boom ing m icro in­
dustry. S ocie ty has changed too much 
fo r the pub to regain the position it held 
fifty  or a hundred years ago, but s im ilar 
intelligent use of the tax  system  could 
g reatly  benefit those that rem ain; and a 
first step should be the scrapping of 
A lis ta ir Darling's du ty  escalator. Intro­
duced in his 2008 budget, and con tin ­
ued by the Coalition, th is seem ing ly 
arb itra ry and illogical (som e would say 
pern ic ious) piece of legislation, each 
year raises duty  by 2%  above inflation, 
probab ly adding another 10p to a pint 
over and above the norm al annual cost 
increases, and contributing  to an overall 
35%  rise in du ty  over the last three 
years. Rem oving it wou ld  not on ly be a 
great boon to the pub business, but 
would also dem onstrate  that there are 
those in G overnm ent w ho care about 
the British pub, and that they are at last 
prepared to do som ething about it
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Getting to Know
TWO NEW KENT BREWERIES

The number of micro-brewers in Kent has more than doubled in the last two years
and the county now posses more than twenty. Here Roger Marples visits two of
the newest. Firstly, the Canterbury Brewery set in the middle of Canterbury with 
its own bar plus a couple of tied houses, and secondly, by contrast, the tiny Hop- 
fuzz Brewery operating from an industrial unit on the edge of Hythe.

A V IS IT  TO  C A N TE R B U R Y  BR EW ERY

As m entioned in the last edition of Channel 
Draught, th is new brew ery com m enced activ i­
ties in June th is year. In itially it brew ed fo r the 
three public houses in the S toneset Inns 
Group; the Foundry, at wh ich  the b rew ery is 
located, The C ity  A rm s (owned on a leasehold 
fo r eight years), and The Beercart A rm s, all 
of which are located in Canterbury. In co m ­
pany w ith  our new A rea O rganiser, Je ffrey 
W illiam  W aller, and C hristopher John Excell 
of the Ashford, Folkestone and Rom ney 
Marsh Branch of CAM R A, I v isited the Foun­
dry in o rder to w rite  th is article.
W e m et Jon Mills, jo in t m anaging d irecto r of 
S toneset Inns, w ho is also one of the brewers.
S toneset is jo in tly  owned by Jon and his part­
ner G arry S edgew ick, both of whom  have a 
background in public house m anagem ent and 
ownership. Help and advice, in setting up the 
brew ery w ere  g iven by Eddie Gadd of Ram sgate B rewery and M artin G uy of C an­
terbury A les. The firs t brew  of C anterbury B rewers w as actua lly  at C an te rbury Ales, 
in M artin ’s Chartham  brewery.

Jon is ably assisted in brew ing by Tom  Sharkey, w ho is a ve ry  m uch a m ine of in­
form ation about the various aspects of the subject and whose enthusiasm  is evi­
dent. Both Jon and Tom  are of the innovative school of brew ing and plan to in­
crease the ir range of beers at an early  date. The curren t range of beers is Gold at 
4.0% , Torpedo at 4.5%  and W hea t at 4.4% . W hea t is a sum m er seasonal beer, 
and is brew ed using 50%  w heat m alt and 50%  barley malt. A t the tim e of our visit 
Boedecia w as on sale. Th is hoppy b itte r w as brew ed as a special fo r the W ye Hop 
Festival.
W hils t w e w ere  talking to Jon, in the bar, w e could see through the large g lass w in ­
dow s into the brewery, and m y attention w as constan tly  being drawn to the gentle 
floccu lent eruptions of one of the ferm enting vessels. So seeking a c loser encoun­
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te r w ith  the vo lcanic ferm enting vessel, w e entered the brewery. Th is live ly brew  
w as Brown Ale and is one of the m any p lanned new beers. The brew ery is small 
w ith a fou r barre l brew  length and three brew s a week. In the m iddle of the brew ery 
floor w as a large wooden barre l (36 gallons). Th is barre l w as from  the Jura d is tille ry  
and w as at one tim e used fo r maturing Islay whisky. Now it w as being used to m a­
ture C ante rbury B rewers "Scottish W ee  Heavy” , a 7 .5%  brew  that conta ins Crystal 
and M aris O tte r m alts and East Kent Golding hops. Th is beer w ill be bottle  aged 
before being sold as a bottle  cond itioned beer.

The brew ery uses its own yeast „  .
strains, and th is does g rea tly  im- The Canteijjjury Brewery] 
prove the taste of the beers. New B 
W orld  hops are used to a great ex­
tent, to vastly  increase the range of 
hop flavours. Hops are im ported 
from  North A m erica  and New Zea- - 
land. Local hops are purchased d i - r. 
rectly from  local hop farm s, which 
ensure a bette r quality. The plan is [ 
to encom pass all styles of beer.
Links have been established w ith  
C anterbury University and students I 
have shown interest in real ales, but | 
it is also p lanned to brew  a keg beer
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fo r sale at the university. Bottle cond itioned beers are a lready being sold and these 
include Red Rye Beer at 5.6%  and B lack Mild, using G reen Bullet hops at 4.1% . 
O ther cask beers, a lready brew ed and soon to be brew ed are S treetlight Porter at 
5.8% , Pumpkin Ale at 4 .6%  fo r Halloween (brewed w ith  pum pkins and spices) and 
a Mild at 4 .1%  w ith Am ber, Chocolate, Crysta l and B lack M alts and G reen Bullet 
hops. A lso p lanned, is a cask cond itioned steam lager at 5% , using a lager yeast.

C anterbury B rewers beers have been sold to The Red C ow  in Sandw ich, C arpen­
te r’s A rm s in Coldred, The C onqueror in Ram sgate and The L ifeboat in M argate. 
Deliveries w ill be m ade to anyw here in East Kent. Better still, see it being brewed 
and taste  these beers at The Foundry in W hite  Horse Lane C anterbury, and d on ’t 
fo rge t your C A M R A  m em bership  card fo r 10% d iscount on the beers.. The Foundry 
is just along from  the Cherry Tree in W hite  Horse Lane. The Butcher’s A rm s is in 
Butchery Lane, and if you like it loud, try  The Beercart A rm s in Beer Cart Lane. 
Th is is s ituated in the erstwhile  R igden ’s Brewery.

H O P FU ZZ B R EW ER Y
This new brew ery w as launched on 
S aturday 1st. O ctober at the W hite  
Hart in Hythe. Two beers have been 
produced, to date, Golden Ale and 
Mango Beer, both at 4% , and both 
w ere  on the pub's hand pum ps. The 
G olden Ale had a ve ry  pronounced 
hop characte r and w as rem in iscent of 
early W antsum . The M ango w as less 
hoppy w ith  a fru ity  taste, no doubt 
from  the m angoes.

O ur new A rea  O rganiser, Je ffrey 
W aller, and I, set out to visit the home 
of Hopfuzz on 11th. O ctober. The 
brew ery is s ituated at Unit 8, R iver­
side Industria l Estate, W est Hythe 
CT21 4NB. W e travelled by w ay  of 
the No.10 bus to Lym pne and de ­
scended the steep hill from  the Shep- 
w ay Cross to W est Hythe. The b rew ­
ery is located jus t across the canal in 
a small industria l estate, a lthough it is 
not m entioned on the sign at the es­
tate entrance. On descry ing  a group 
of w orkers, sitting on chairs  outside a w ooden shed and drinking tea, I enquired as 
to the w hereabouts of Hopfuzz Brewery. The re jo inder was, "Just round the back, 
m ate. Y ou ’ll see them  spraw led outside w ith  g lasses of beer in the ir hands” .

The viv id  p icture that w as pain ted w as not borne out in reality. Next doo r to a busi­
ness that operated under that well know  brew ing nam e of T e tley ’s, w e d iscovered a 
m odest p rem ises that had posted in the w indow  a Hopfuzz sign, but w ith  no inebri-
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The Golden Hind
85, Beach Street, 

Deal, Kent, CT14 7JB
We pay top prices for antiquarian and good quality 

and rare second hand books, in particular 
LOCAL BOOKS; ANTIQUARIAN; MARITIME; 

EARLY BIBLES etc.
This famous old bookshop, situated opposite the Royal Hotel, has 

been a source of interesting books for over 30 years
Phone/fax: 01304 375086 

E-mail: Mcconnellbooks@aol.com

OPEN
ALL
DAY

OF CLARENDON 
FREEHOUSE

T H F  R E A L  A I E  P U B  

SAND® ATE

FOOD
12-3P M

&
6-9PM

*

BAR BILLIADS TABLE
SUNDAY LUNCH 

BOOKINGS A MUST

W H Y  NOT VISIT THIS VERY POPULAR REAL ALE PUB 
AND ENJOY A PINT OF BEER AND A BITE TO EAT AT 
AFFORDABLE PRICES GREAT PUB FO O D  MANY 
HOM EM ADE DISHES AND BEERS FROM ALL OVER 
UK EVER CHANGING ALES FROM WEEK TO WEEK 
T e l:0 1 3 0 3  2 4 8 6 8 4  E m ail c larend on@ easy .com

Sky tv shown on all major sporting events
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ates d isporting them se lves outside. On entering the build ing w e w ere  w e lcom ed by 
Daryl S tanford, brewer, partner, des igner and bu ilder of the brew ery, and much 
m ore. He and his business partner, M artyn P layford, who looks a fte r the branding, 
publicity, m arketing and public re lations, are the two men behind th is new venture.

Daryl firs t gained his enthusiasm  fo r brew ing from  tim e spent in Austra lia . He 
w orked  in the w ine m aking industry fo r five m onths, and befriended a fe llow  w orker 
who w as a fo rm er brew er w ith a well respected Austra lian  sm all c ra ft b rew ery 
"Little C rea tu res” . They deve loped a friendship  and brew ed together; supplying the 
locals w ith  beer. Th is w as on a small scale and w as m ade possible by a fa r lighter 
regulatory system  than obta ins in the bureaucra tica lly  obsessed European Union. 
A fte r th is in troduction to the w orld  of brew ing, Daryl w as hooked. On returning to 
his native country, he started out on the venture about wh ich  I now write.
The orig ina l site w as to have been at Lympne, but there w ere  concerns about the 
adequacy of the w a te r supply, so they m oved down the hill to W est Hythe. Daryl 
had fo rm erly  w orked  in build ing, w e ld ing  and bricklaying, and these skills obviously 
stood him in good stead fo r his new venture, helping him to build m uch of the b rew ­
ery h im self. The e ffect perhaps m ight seem , to som e, to lack the conventiona lity  of 
b rew eries w ith  wh ich  they are fam iliar, but it does seem  to work. The brew  length is 
only three barre ls, but Daryl expla ined that these are early  days fo r Hopfuzz, and 
that the brew ery is in an em bryonic phase. It is, in reality, a pilot brew ery fo r a full 
size m icro that w ill fo llow  later. C onsequently  the p lant is m inuscule. The copper 
and m ush tun are tiny, and w ere  im ported from  the USA, and the ferm enting ves­
sels are of 21 gallon capacity  and are constructed of polym ers. They are identical 
to those that are used in the production of bio fuels, and are able to w ithstand high 
tem peratures. One of the largest costs w as fo r the supp ly of the casks.

Hopfuzz intend the ir product to be as 
natural as can be. Unusually, they 
use no fin ings, and Daryl has deve l­
oped a m ethod of keeping the beers 
in a cold room at the brew ery at 12°
C, before being transferred  to o ther 
prem ises, to be stored at 18°C fo r 4 ­
5 w eeks, before delivery. The malts 
used are M aris O tte r and M unich 
malt, and w heat is used fo r head 
retention. C ha llenger and Fuggles 
are the hops that are cu rren tly  used, 
and fu ture p lans include the A m eri­
can hops, Cascade and Am m arillo .
The standard beer is, at the m om ent,
G olden English Ale, but a fte r the first 
brew, the recipe is being reworked. A 
stout is p lanned and so is an A m eri­
can Ale. Support fo r the b rew ery ’s 
products has exceeded all of Daryl’s 
and M artyn ’s expecta tions and they

Golden Ale 4.0% ABV
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J £ > t .  C r i s p i n  3 n u
15th Century 

Pub and 
Restaurant 

with
4 Star 

accommodation ****
Come and enjoy a pint o f  real ale with a choice o f  Gadds 

plus three other regularly changing cask ales

♦ Large garden, conservatory and barbeque patio
♦ Ideal fo r  wedding receptions - large marquee
♦ Coaches welcomed by appointment
♦ Children's play area. Baby changing room
♦ Daily changing specials board featuring local 

produce, as well as our comprehensive bar and
a la carte menus, all our veg home grown in Worth

♦ Air conditioned restaurant & conservatory
♦ Accommodation with 6 rooms, all en-suite
♦ Wifi internet

Monday-Saturday 12 - 2.30pm & 6pm - 11pm 
Sunday 12 - 4.30pm (to 9.30pm during summer months)

St. Crispin Inn, The Street, Worth, Nr Deal, Kent 
Telephone: 01304 612081 

www.stcrispininn. com
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will have to w ork  hard to keep up w ith  dem and. That local pub licans are keen to 
support a small local b rew ery is evident.

A fte r sam pling three d iffe ren t brews of Hopfuzz Golden Ale, it w as interesting to 
note the slight d iffe rences in the sam e beer. The M ango Beer, which w as inspired 
by an Austra lian  recipe, has been d iscontinued, w h ils t the English G olden Ale is 
still being developed, before being brew ed in larger vo lum es. The main outle t fo r 
Hopfuzz has been the W hite  Hart in Hythe, but the Five Bells in Brabourne and 
Good Intent at A ld ing ton have taken its beers. The ir advertis ing is d istinctive, the 
brew ery nam e w ith  a purple hop cone superim posed over the 'O ', on a lime green 
background of m ore hop cones, w ith  a purple band bearing the nam e of the brew 
across the bottom . However, the pum p clips are being redesigned and the fin ished 
product should be eye-catch ing.

Having taken our leave of Daryl, w e stro lled along the canal path, into Hythe, in 
o rder to v is it The W hite  Hart. A  b lackboard outside th is establishm ent p rocla im ed 
that Hopfuzz Brew ery beers w ere  on sale inside, as indeed they w ere. The English 
G olden Ale w as being offered at £3.00 per pint. A lthough there w as a slight haze in 
the beer on the launch day, it w as now no longer evident. The p in ts that Je ffrey  and 
I consum ed, on th is visit; ten days later, w ere  certa in ly  c lear enough, thus proving 
Daryl’s theory regarding fin ings. So...look out fo r Hopfuzz. It should be appearing in 
a public house near you -  soon.

Roger Marptes

PODGE’S BELGIAN 
BEER TOURS

Beer & Battlefields, 26 May-30 May 2011 
Beer & Heritage - Ghent, 26 Aug - 29 Aug 2011 

Christmas in Bruges, 24 Dec - 28 Dec 2011

immpodgebeer.co.uk Ring 01245 354677 for details
Driving people to drink since 1994
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Across

I .  & 1 d ow n  T o n g u e -tw is te r a le  from
T h a n e t (3 ,5 ,3 ,6 )

4. B ra id  the  D aem on  bee r (6)
7. A  p ro fit fo r th e  sa m e  ... (5)
8. F ia t can  b e c o m e  m ilita n t (7)
9. Ind ian g re e tin g  a t v e ry  loud  S co ttish  

pub  (5)
I I .  D ru n k  to  run in to  bed (9)
13 N e a rb y  d r in k ing  house  (5)
15. K nocks  the  p lu m b in g  (4)
17. I fed  tro u t shaken  bo ttle  of W a n ts u m

beer (9)
21. D oub le  ro tis s e rie  (4)
23. S te w  the  co ffe e ?  (5)
24. C o b b le rs ’ p a tron  goes  to  a  pub  near 

S an d w ic h  (2,7)
25. Love  fo llo w s  k ick  d a n ce  (5)
27. T V  W e s te rn  w in s  ja c k p o t (7)
28. T w o  a head  a t pub  (5)
29. P ince r to  m a n ip u la te  A lb e rt’s title  (6)
30. C ove rs  N a tiona l T ru s t h id ing  in 

D over c e lla r  ba r (8)

Down

1. S ee 1 ac ross
2. K ind of d r in k  fo r so m e o n e  w ith  

a r th r itis?  (5)
3. R escue  c ra ft fo r o ld  W a lm e r pub  (8)
4. I w a s  re m o ve d  fro m  ca r d u rin g  m ix ing  

o f posh  w in e  (5 ,3)
5. C re te  lies a b o u t b a n k  fo llo w in g  a lli­

a nce  (9)
6. E xposed  N otts. B rew e r (5)
10. C a re le s s ly  fo il H astings  b re w e ry  (4)
12. E xp e rim e n ta l F ra n k lin ’s bee r (3)
14. N ote  fo r an a w fu l tim e  fo llo w in g  lunch
(9)
16. B oa ts  have  ta ll g la sse s  (9)
18. M e g a s ta r b re w in g  a t B ro a d s ta irs  (8)
19. A cc e p t h o sp ita l in ta ll c iv ic  bu ild ing  

w h e re  fe s tiva l is he ld  in D over (4 ,4)
20. Eats  less w h e n  tied  in kn o ts  (4)
22. G lib  p os tm an  (3)
24. W o o l p ro d u ce rs , b la c k  in Y o rk s h ire  (5)
26. T ake  m e he re  fo r  a  s u rp ris e  (5)

Answers on Page 61
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SIBA SOUTH EAST REGION 
m d i  BEER COMPETITION 2011

This years  com petition  w as judged on 15th July 2011, just too  late to  be in­
cluded in our sum m er edition. Here are  the draught beer results in w hich  
Kent b rew eries  did particu larly  w ell. The  results of the bottled beer com p eti­
tion  w ill be published in our w in ter edition.

Overall C ham pion of the C om petition  Sponsored by Olympus Automation
B rew ery Product ABV

Gold W hitstab le  Brew ery Co Ltd Native 3.7
S ilver Itchen V a lley B rewery Pure Gold 4.8
Bronze Ram sgate Brewery W est Coast IPA 6.5

Standard Mild Ales Sponsored by Clarke Dove (Insurance) Ltd
B rew ery Product ABV

Gold Dorking Brew ery Black 3.5
S ilver W esterham  Brewery Finchcocks O riginal 3.5
Bronze A scot A les Ltd On The Rails 3.8

Standard B itters Sponsored by Warminster Maltings
Brew ery Product ABV

Gold W hitstab le  B rew ery Co Ltd Native 3.7
S ilver Triple fff B rewery A ltons Pride 3.8
Bronze W esterham  Brewery Sum m er Perle 3.8

Best B itters Sponsored by Charles Faram & Co Ltd

Brew ery Product ABV
Gold W hitstab le  B rew ery Co Ltd East India Pale Ale 4.1
S ilver Langham  Brewery Hip Hop 4.0
Bronze Flow erpots B rewery Bate's Better B itter 4.2

Prem ium  Bitters Sponsored by Spa-Soft Ltd
Brew ery Product ABV

Gold Itchen V a lley Brewery Pure Gold 4.8
S ilver Dark S tar Brewing Co. Ltd. Am erican Pale Ale 4.7
Bronze Ram sgate Brewery S hesells Seashells 4.7
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Strong B itters Sponsored by Crisp Malting Group Ltd
Brew ery Product ABV

Gold B ingham s Brewery Space H o p py IP A 5.0

S ilver Royal Tunbridge W ells 
Brewing Co G olden T icket 5.0

Bronze The O akleaf Brewing Co. India Pale Ale 5.5

Prem ium  Strong B eers Sponsored by Murphy & Son Ltd
Brew ery Product ABV

Gold Ram sgate B rewery W est Coast IPA 6.5
S ilver The O ld Dairy B rewery Tsar Top 10.0
Bronze The O akleaf Brewing Co. B lake's Heaven 7.0

P orters, Strong M ilds, O ld A les & Stouts Sponsored by Brewery Plastics Ltd
Brew ery Product ABV

Gold R edem ption Brewing Co. Fellowship Porter 5.1
S ilver The O akleaf Brewing Co Piston Porter 4.6
Bronze S am brook's B rew ery Ltd. Powerhouse Porter 4.9

S peciality  B eers Sponsored by freerbutler graphic design
Brew ery Product ABV

Gold A scot A les Ltd Cob 4.5
S ilver B ingham s Brewery V anilla  S tout 5.0
Bronze The O akleaf Brewing Co. It's Not B itter 4.9

THE 
GUILDHALL

42 The Bayle, Folkestone 
Tel. 01303 251393

Stuart and Gilly 
welcome you to 

our traditional family run pub. 
F o u r R eal A le s  - G o o d  P u b  Fo od .

Open 12 Noon-11pm Mon-Thu 
12 Noon - Midnight Fri & Sat 
12 Noon - 10:30pm Sunday
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The Sportsman
Freehouse & Restaurant 
23 The Street 
Sholden  
Kent Ct14 0AL  
Tel: 01304 374973

Fam ily R estaurant 
Luxury En-Suite Room s  

New Function Room  
Now licensed for W eddings and Civil C erem onies

Open:
Mon - Fri 11.30 - 3 & 6.30 -Close 

Sat - Open All Day 
Sun - 12 Noon - 5 

Janice & Jamie Coleman www.thesportsmansholden.com

The Three Cups
59 Cra66fe H ill Dover CT17 0RX  

01304204844 
www. thethreecups. co. uk

A  Warm Wefcome A w aits A%
Goodsefection o f  Cask^ACes afways 

avaifa6fe - frequentfy changing range, 
incfudes, Courage, Thwaites, Sharps, 
Doom6ar, Cottage Brewery Ales pfus 

others.
Fine Wine avaifa6fe 
6y the gfass or 6ottfe

Monday to Fri day 3pm to Close. Sunday 12pm to Close
BarSnackj avaifa6fe
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THE LONG PULL
J ust over 100 years ago in 1908, W eights and M easures w ere  clam ping down 

regarding a practice taking p lace in m any of the pubs of Dover and District. The 
licensees w ere  serving a popu lar m easure te rm ed as "T w o ’s of A le ,” "A Long Pull,” 
"A B lue,” "A S chooner,” or indeed "A Half Pint and Dash.” It w as approx im ate ly  two 
th irds of a pint, and one public house, caught up in th is practice w as the Fox in 
Tem ple Ewell. The fo llow ing appeared in the Dover Express and East Kent News, 
Friday, 20 Novem ber, 1908.
T W O  O F ALE AG AIN , EW ELL  
LIC EN SEE FIN ED  A t the Dover 
County Police C ourt on T h u r s ­
day, before M ajor Monins, M ajor 
Banks and M essrs. L. J. Bradley,
Edwin Bradley, E. Dawes, and 
T. A, Terson, Ann Friend, licensee 
of the Fox Inn, Tem ple Ewell, w as 
charged w ith  selling intoxicating 
liquor, by her agent, Edward 
Bragg, by retail, in an unstam ped 
vessel.

Egbert Byley, Inspector of W e ights and M easures fo r the County, said that on 31st 
O ctober he gave his assistan t instructions, in consequence of which he w en t to the 
Fox Inn. W itness fo llowed, and found that he had been served w ith  two penny­
w orth  of ale in the unstam ped glass produced. On seeing it he found that it con ­
ta ined 1oz, 7dm s in excess of the half pint.

Jethro May, A ssistan t Inspector, said he asked fo r a "Two of A le", Edward Bragg 
served him w ith it in the g lass produced.

The C lerk: "W hat m easure is a two of a le?”
W itness: "Two of ale is an illegal quan tity .”
The C lerk said that he knew  that. "W hat w as the am ount of it?”
The inspector said th is g lass held 1oz 7drm s in excess of half a pint.
The Chairm an: "Is it a fact that three go to the qua rt? ”
The Inspector said they varied. Som e did and som e did not. He had previously 
cautioned the defendant's  assistant.
The C lerk: "Is th is the sam e as a 'B lue' of beer? ”
The Inspector said it w as the sam e as the 'B lue' and the 'Long Pull'. They had 
tried the ir hardest to stop it. Tw elve cases had been taken altogether.
The C hairm an (to the defendant): "You know  the trade as well as anybody 
e lse?” -  "Yes, I have been there 20 years, and m y husband w as born the re .”

The C hairm an in inflicting a fine of 10s., including costs, said the defendant m ust 
bear in m ind that the m easure w as not a legal one. The defendant could have the
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g lasses stam ped. The Inspector said there w as no authority  to say that such a 
g lass m arked as half a pint w as a legal m easure. The trade had enquired about it 
and could get no satisfaction.
W ith m any prosecutions taking p lace against a num ber of public houses in the 
area, th is caused a lot of interest all over the country and in S eptem ber 1908 a 
meeting of the Council of Licensed V ic tua lle rs ’ Defence League took place in T o r­
quay, w ith  a Mr. Isaac Turner of L iverpool in the chair. A t the tim e there w as a split 
in the licensed v ic tua lle rs ’ v iew s on th is practise, som e w ish ing it to be legalised 
and o thers w anting nothing to do w ith it at all. The m eeting produced a full a tten ­
dance of its m em bers.

Mr. H. G. Robinson (the secretary) laid before the Council som e correspondence 
which had taken place between him self, the Dover Association, and the S tandards 
Departm ents of the Board of Trade relating to the popu lar drink m easure known as 
a "Two of A le .” It appeared from  this co rrespondence tha t the inspector of w e ights 
and m easures at Dover addressed in D ecem ber a letter to the D istrict Licensed 
V ictua llers ' Protection Society, calling in question  the legality of this drink m easure 
used there. The inspector having subsequently  cautioned  various licensed v ic tu ­
a llers against selling the "Two of A le ” the Dover S ocie ty issued a c ircu la r to its 
m em bers warn ing them that it could  not be held responsib le  fo r defending any 
m em ber who m ight be proceeded against fo r serving th is a lleged illegal m easure.
The Board of T rades Regulation 35 in 1907 stated that it w as now lawful to sell 
m easures in half-p int quantities, how ever the case the W eigh ts  and M easures were

THE 
HAYWAIN

Traditional Country Pub 
Top Quality Real Ale 

Award Winning Home Cooked Food
Roast on Sunday - Booking Advised

LARGE CAR PARK & BUS STOP OPPOSITE BEER GARDEN
BRAMLING CANTERBURY CT3 1NB

T e l: 0 1 2 2 7  7 2 0 6 7 6  E m ail: th e h a y w a in @ h o tm a il.c o .u k
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putting fo rw ard  fo r prosecution w as the fact that the "Long Pull” w as being sold in a 
m easure wh ich  w as unstam ped th is being a c lear in fringem ent of the law. The 
usual w ay of doing th is in serving th is m easure, wh ich  is in vogue of the m ost parts 
of the country, is to draw  half a pint of ale in a half pint m easure, pour it into a pint 
pot, and then add a small quantity, th is  being know n as "the Long Pull.”

A  notice wh ich  being shown in the w indow  of Mr. Harley's ch ina shop in Snargate 
S treet certa in ly added fuel to the argum ent fo r the use of this m easure. It stated 
that "Two's of A le m ay now be legally served to custom ers in a g lass specia lly  
m ade fo r the purpose, wh ich  can be obta ined of J. H arley.”

Mr. Harley poin ted out that the recent prosecutions taken under the section of the 
S tatutory Rules and under the W eigh ts  and M easures Acts, which sates that a 
g lass m easure used fo r the sale of intoxicating liquor "shall not be stam ped unless 
the capac ity  is defined e ither (a) by the rim of the m easure, or (b) by a line at least 
two inches in length, d istan t not less than half an inch or m ore than 1 /  inches from  
the rim .” Mr. Harley c la im s that the new g lass satisfies all the requ irem ents of the 
Revenue authorities, w h ile  it still retains the old m easure, and th is wou ld  seem to 
be the case, fo r it is quite  in accord w ith  the clause of the A ct referred to above, 
and as Mr. Harley poin ted out, had it been of an illegal size, the authorities wou ld  
have refused to stam p it. The g lass in question is of exactly the sam e size as the 
old "two of a le ” g lasses, its capac ity  being two th irds of a pint, and the half pint is 
m arked by a line about an inch from  the rim. Mr. Hartley said that w hen he intro­
duced the new m easure a fo rtn igh t ago, there has been a huge dem and fo r it by 
the licensed v ictua lle rs  of the town, and thanks to the introduction, Dovorians are 
able to purchase the ir ale in the ir favourite  m easure as of old.

The departm ent w ro te  that the g lass m easure referred to and used by Dover 
tradesm en (a specim en of wh ich  w as subm itted fo r the ir inspection) "is in accor­
dance w ith  Regulation 35 of the Board of T rade Regulations, 1907, and could be 
law fu lly used fo r the sale of quantities of a half pint, but the Board can express no 
authoritative opin ion as to w he ther a person using such a g lass to sell "Two of A le ” 
would not be liable to conviction  under the L icensing Act, 1872.”

As Dr. Hardm an pointed out to the Bench, he said there w ere  m any legal ways of 
getting round the law. The new g lass serves the sam e purpose in an eas ier way. 
Most of the m em bers of the Socie ty are now using it, and it has hinted that not a 
few  of the m em bers of the o lder Association, which opposed the selling of "Tw o 's,” 
are adopting the "Long Pull.” The "Pu ll” is known by a varie ty  of names, among 
them being the "Long Half P int,” but the old nam e has been dropped since the 
prosecution.
In the course of the d iscussion wh ich  fo llowed the reading of the correspondence, 
several de lega tes repudiated th is form  of m easure in all its fo rm s of a "Half Pint 
and Dash,” "A B lue,” "A S chooner,” "A Long Pull,” and a "Two of A le ” Mr. W arren 
(Norw ich) rem arked that they had long been objected to by the honest trader. The 
president said that persona lly  he thought that the com petition  between publicans 
should not be in the quan tity  but in quality. A  resolution w as adopted that the Dover 
Socie ty be inform ed that it w as to use the m easure in question to sell a half pint of 
ale, but not any quantity  over half a pint.
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I am wondering w he ther there are any g lasses still out there that w ere  m anufac­
tured fo r the purpose of selling tw o-th irds of a pint. I w ou ld  certa in ly  like to see one, 
Further readings of the pub h istory of Dover can be found at w w w .D over- 
K ent.C om .

N.B. The split am ongst the licensed v ictua lle rs  over the m easure, saw the c rea ­
tion of the new Dover and D istrict L icensed V ictua lle rs  'Defence Society' to act in 
its support. The Dover Express and East Kent News, 1 May, 1908 listed the o rgan i­
sation 's o fficers and com m ittee :-

Mr. G ardner, of the Swan H ote l, is Chairm an of the Society; Mr. Holm ans, of the 
Rose and C row n , vice-C ha irm an; and other o fficers are; Mr. Ryder, of the W e lling ­
ton H o te l, Treasurer, Mr. H. Sargeant, E ngineer, Folkestone Road, Secretary, 
M essrs. J. Baker and G. W . Packham , Auditors. The Com m ittee consists of 
M essrs. J. Brown (Prince A lfred ) , L. H. Burton (A ncient D ru ids) , H. Butcher (Boar's 
Head), J. Cone (Prince Louis) , W . C roucher (C herry  T ree ) , J. Dolbear (P lough) , J. 
Easby (M ason's A rm s) , and J. A. Potts (S ta r) .

How m any of these pubs still exist, or how m any do you rem em ber?

Paul Skelton

Christmas Brewery 
Open Day

Saturday 17th December 1pm—5pm 
Unit 1, Hornet Close, Pysons Rd Industrial Estate, 

Broadstairs. CT10 2YD
Find out how fresh tasty local ale is made.

Taste some of our beers.
Have a go at our Christmas Quiz.

Visit our shop for Christmas gift ideas.
Be Entertained by the St Nicholas Hoodners 

Tel: 01843 868453 Email: beer@ramsgatebrewery.co.uk
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BEER WITH HEAD
T his autum n saw the N orth ’s largest ever festival of regional brews. The G reat 

Northern Beer Festival held in the four star R am ada Piccadilly, in M anchester’s 
c ity centre  from  27-29 O ctober, featured m ore than 250 locally brew ed cask ales 
and 100 bottled beers and w as organised by the S ocie ty  of Independent B rew ­
ers ’ (S IBA), in association w ith  G reater M anchester C AM R A. It also hosted S IB A ’s 
North Region Beer C om petition 2011.

Announcing the festival, festiva l organiser Haw kshead b rew ery boss A lex Brodie 
paid tribute in C A M R A  new sletter What's Brewing to the w ork  of C AM R A vo lun­
teers w ithout whom  the festival cou ldn ’t happen: "Being brew ers w e don ’t have the 
vo lun teers to set up the festival as w e are too busy w orking in our bus inesses,” he 
said. However, "G raham  Donning, o rganiser of C A M R A ’s National W in ter A les
Festiva l...... cam e to the rescue. He and G reater M anchester C A M R A  w ill build from
scratch a cellar. A lso w e decided as the festival is northern w e have to serve the 
beer in a northern m anner, w ith  a head. Th is m eans all the 250 casks w ill be 
served through hand pulls w ith  spark le rs .” He prom ised that the festival wou ld  be 
the poshest ever, w ith  no warm  beer, no d ra fty  halls, no w e t sacks, no d irty  g lasses 
and no fla t beer.
No doubt all ve ry  fine and dandy, and w e hope that the festival w as the success it 
deserved to be. However, southern beer drinkers, and perhaps not a few  northern 
ones as well, m ight feel certain  qua lm s about som e of the sentim ents expressed. A 
posh event in a fou r star hotel are not quite  the attribu tes that m any of us would 
w ant associated w ith  real ale. W hile  p leased to see real ale availab le  in as w ide a 
varie ty  of outlets as possible, its true hom e m ust be the traditional British pub, a 
unique institu tion fa r from  posh, and by its nature often som ew hat rough and ready. 
A  character com plim ented by the nature of real ale itself -  the drink of the ordinary 
working man or wom an, and an excellen t accom panim ent to bread and cheese, 
steak and kidney pudding or ham and pickle but not exactly  appropriate  fo r the 
m ore refined d ishes of a sophisticated restaurant.

Perhaps m ore contentious is the requirem ent fo r sparklers and a head, and the 
reference to the beer not being fla t or w arm . If beer is in good condition it w ill be no 
m ore fla t from  gravity than a handpum p. Neither, from  experience, is it like ly to be 
noticeably m ore w arm . As fo r a northern head, if som eone w ants half an inch of 
froth on top of the ir beer, good luck to them , but m any of us cannot detect any 
benefit, and if the wrong style of beer is put through a sparkler it w ill be ruined. By 
the way, w ha t is the orig in of the sparkler, and the big northern head? Is it trad i­
tional, or is it, as som e evidence and reco llection suggests a com parative ly  new 
introduction, possib ly designed, som e m ight say, to put a bit of life into a beer kept 
too cold in the ce llar?

Martin Atkins
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The Cross, Lower Street, Eastry, Sandwich, Kent CT13 0HX

TRADITIONAL OLD ENGLISH PUB
WARM FRIENDLY WELCOME

OPEN - SUN TO THURS 11AM TO 11.30PM, FRI &  SAT 11AM to 1AM 
BAR SNACKS &  HOME COOKED FOOD ALL DAY  

12 - 8.30pm EVERYDAY 
REAL ALES - GREENE KING IPA +  GUEST ALE 

ENTERTAIMENT A T TIMES FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE

SATURDAY26th NOVEMBER - DARTS KNOCKOUT - 
Doors Open 11am . Register by 12 noon. Start 12.30pm  (£5  p e rp e rs o n ) 

SUNDAY27th NOVEMBER - RON & ASH 3pm  to 5.30pm  

SATURDAY 3rd DECEMBER - MIXED EMOTIONS 8.30pm  

SUNDAY4th DECEMBER - RON & ASH 4pm  

SATURDAY 10th DECEMBER - ELVIS 8.30pm  

SATURDAY 17th DECEMBER - PETER LEE (From The Searchers 8.30pm ) 

MONDAY 19h DECEMBER - CAROLS AROUND THE CHRISTMAS TREE 6.30pm  
Free mulled wine & m ince pies 

FRIDAY23rd DECEMBER - JONATHON WELLS 8.30pm

Tel. 01304 611188 thefivebeffseastry @yahoo. co. uk

BED &  BREAKFAST
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BEAUTY AND THE BEAST
A look back at The Beery 

Boaters Autumn 1987 Trip

On S aturday 19th S eptem ber 1987 just a fte r m id-day and a few  hours a fte r the 
e nd of m y partic ipation w ith  the Kent & East S ussex Canal Restoration G roup 

canal trip, I m et up w ith  the M ichaels G reen and Lock, A ndy Bushby (Speed) and 
John W illcocks (and his tam e hat) at the Prince of W a les near Cam brian Basin in 
B irm ingham  fo r another w eek of cruising and boozing. My orig inal plan to com plete 
the outer c ircu it of the 90 m ile network, w as put paid to by Delph Locks, Rushall 
Locks and the S tourbridge Canal still being closed a fte r the w in te r m aintenance 
program m e. So w e thought w e ’d p lay it by ear as w e progressed, wh ich  w as just as 
well as c ircum stances unfolded. W e started from  the nearby O ozells  S treet Loop, 
our boat being the 50ft ‘B rum agem  Beauty’ hired from  Brum agem  Boats. Initial im ­
pressions of the boat w ere  favourable : good handling and the w ate r-coo led  Ley- 
land marine engine gave p lenty of power, despite an apparent tendency to run 
rather hot. In fact, fo r m ost of the tim e the tem pera ture  gauge w as ‘o ff the c lock ’ 
and the exhaust puffed  out steam ; but fo r the m om ent no-one thought too much 
about that.

O ur firs t night w as to be the Holt, P lant & Deakin Brew ery Tap, o therw ise the New 
Inn, on the T itford Canal, at 511ft the highest canal on the BCN and then, as the 
Rochdale and Huddersfie ld  N arrow  Canals had yet to be restored, the h ighest navi­
gable canal in the country. So w e headed west, forking right onto B rind ley’s Old 
Main Line at Sm ethw ick, up the three locks, and in due course under the M5, and 
tow ards the junction  w ith  the T itfo rd  Canal. W ith  th is jus t 50yds away a sudden loss 
of fo rw ard  motion w as accom panied by the fragran t scent of som ething getting hot. 
"Ah! Som ething round the p rop !” -  stop engine, o ff weed-hatch  cover and probe 
around. The expected debris  w as absent, but w ith  the engine restarted and put into 
gear, the lack of propshaft rotation suggested a m ore serious prob lem . So there we 
w ere, darkness fa lling, stranded under the M5, no te lephone nearby (before mobile 
phones), no easy access from  the canal and, w orst of all, NO PUB!!
I trudged o ff on ‘recce ’ up the six O ldbury Locks (known, fo r som e obscure reason, 
as ‘The C row ’) at the start of the T itford  Canal and found our in tended destination 
about a quarte r m ile from  the top by a bridge w ith  easy road access. I phoned the 
boatyard from  the pub, and arranged fo r the ow ner to m eet us there. By the tim e I 
returned to the boat it w as fu lly  dark, and w e had to get ‘Beauty’ up the ‘C row ’ and 
to the pub. Speed, being the lightest, took the tiller, I took the p lace of a boat horse, 
and the o thers pushed and w orked the locks and, in due course, being the ded i­
cated and th irs ty  types that w e w ere, w e m ade it.

The New Inn proved excellent. Holt, P lant & Deakin w as part of A llied Brew ing and 
its ‘Entire ’ beer w as brew ed in a m icro-p lant at that pub, the other a les being 
brew ed elsewhere. A  few  years later HP&D w as m erged w ith the ‘F irk in ’ chain, but
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the b rew ery at the New Inn continued, a lthough w ith  the ‘F irk in ’ pubs gone, I d o n ’t 
know w he ther it's in operation now. The boatyard ow ner du ly arrived and a fte r an 
inspection said that he w ou ld  send a fitte r in the m orning, so it appeared that S un­
day lunchtim e wou ld  also be at the New Inn.
Having risen ra ther later than norm al B B s’ habit w e w ere  in the pub at opening 
tim e, w ith  the fitte r arriving about half an hour later. M uch ale w as consum ed, and 
the landlord presented us w ith  a special ce rtifica te  fo r having successfu lly  navi­
gated the T itfo rd  Canal, it being considered quite  a feat, even being done norm ally. 
The fitter, m eanwhile, had installed an overhauled gearbox, and in high spirits we 
set off again, down the ‘C row ’, under the boa t’s own pow er, and tow ards W indm ill 
End, on the o ther side of Netherton Tunnel.
Again, by the tim e that w e m oored it w as dark, so w e w ent down the em bankm ent 
to the Little Dry Dock, at that tim e one of the iconic ‘Little Pubs’, owned by the aptly 
-nam ed M. A. D. O ’Rourke. Every pub had a d iffe ren t them e, this one a bar made 
from  an ex-canal butty boat. The house beer w as ‘Little Lum p-H am m er’ and the 
food extrem ely filling, especia lly  the ‘Desperate Dan P ie ’, com plete  w ith horns. If 
you m anaged to fin ish one you could claim  a certifica te  fo r ‘sheer g lu ttony ’. The 
pubs’ slogan was, "P lease drink harder and fas te r” ! and w as accom panied by con ­
tinuous Irish background music.

In the m orning w e set off down the Dud­
ley No 2 Canal wh ich  used to m eet with 
the W orceste r & B irm ingham  Canal at 
Selly Oak, but now ends at Hawne Basin 
just south of G osty Hill Tunnel, ow ing to 
part of the subsequent 3795yd Lappal 
Tunnel co llapsing in 1917. G osty Hill 
Tunnel is 557yds long and just w ide 
enough fo r a narrow boat to get through, 
but tow ards e ither end is so low that the 
steerer of a boat has to crouch and peer 
over the cabin top. A lso the top of the 

single ventila tion  shaft ends up in a housing estate, and apparen tly  it’s not unusual 
fo r rubbish to be deposited on the heads of passing boaters. Not a p leasant place 
to break down, I thought, as w e chugged through.
A fte r photographs at the tunnel exit, and Hon. C om m odore  not quite  ending up in 
the cut a fte r fa lling o ff a pile of stop 
planks, w e w inded at Hawne Basin. W as 
there a slight lack of pow er as w e turned?
No, perhaps not, so back into the dark­
ness of the tunnel. "W e don ’t seem to be 
going ve ry  fas t” . "W e don ’t seem to be 
going at a ll!” "W ha t’s that sm ell? ” Up 
hatches, out torches. Ah! Prop shaft not 
turning! Oh well, leg it out, left, right, left,
righ t......M eanwhile, at the entrance to the
tunnel w as a British W aterw ays m ainte­
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nance crew , also a boat waiting to go through. T hey could  see our tunnel light but 
all that they could  hear w ere  the echoes of tram ping fee t to the chant of, "Beer, 
beer, beer, b e e r... .” .
Back in daylight, Beauty w as m oored up and the Beasts retired to the nearby Boat 
Inn (Hansons) in o rder to te lephone the boatyard, sam ple a pint or three, and listen 
to the banter of the locals in quite  unin te llig ib le  B lack C ountry  d ia lect. The fitte r du ly 
arrived, tinkered w ith  the gearbox and left just a fte r c losing tim e. The revised plan 
of action w as now to go on past W indm ill End and w ind at Park Head Junction, 
returning to the Dry Dock fo r the evening. And w hat happened w h ils t w ind ing? A 
sudden loss of pow er put Beauty right into a bed of reeds where she stuck fast to 
the evident glee of several idle onlookers (gongoozlers).
That repair had lasted jus t 4 /  m iles. M otion w as restored a fte r the engine had 
cooled, but w h ile  reversing the throttle  cable  broke. Phone calls got no reply from  
either the boatyard or the ca ll-ou t num ber, so w ith  the throttle  jam m ed half open, 
w e set o ff into the gathering g loom  in an a ttem pt to reach the Dry Dock. However, 
Beauty gave up the ghost again, so w e m oored w here w e w ere  and w ent to vis it 
Ma Pardoes and various other hostelries in Netherton. I arranged fo r a taxi to take 
me to Brum agem  Boats the fo llow ing day. A fte r beer, fish & chips, Chinese take ­
aways, etc., I had the bright idea of trying to get the boat to a m ore accessible 
mooring. The engine being cool, it w ent again, and w e proceeded back to W indm ill 
End, where som e seam anlike curses from  the Com m odore roused suffic ien t of the 
now turned in crew  to m oor up.

A Warm Welcome from Kate and Barry
THE CARRIERS 

ARMS
12 West Street 

Dover 
CT17 0DU

Under New Management
Open 12 Noon to Late every day 

Real Ale
Pints from £2.20 

‘CHIUZONE* 1 2 -6  Sundays
Darts & Pool Phone 077  488 752 66
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In the m orning the boatyard sta ff w ere  Lang ley  G reen M altings, T itfo rd  Canal 
full of apologies. They re funded m y taxi 
fare, said w e could bring the boat back 
any tim e next w eekend, and even have it 
fo r a couple of extra days. I returned w ith 
the fitter, who dropped me at the Dry 
Dock, w here I jo ined the rest of the crew  
fo r another session on Lum pham m er and 
Irish music, wh ile  repairs w ere  under­
taken. Th is tim e w e sam pled the Desper­
ate Dan pies, but I th ink that on ly Speed 
achieved the certifica te  fo r sheer g lu ttony by fin ish ing one. The fitte r fin ished before 
last orders and cam e in fo r a shandy, having left the engine running to get it hot. 
Everything seem ed OK, so w e set o ff back through Netherton Tunnel, and turned 
left along the New Main Line, tow ards T ipton w here  w e m oored outside w hat w as 
then another Holt, P lant & Deakin pub, the Fountain Inn, fo rm er HQ of Bill Perry, 
alias the T ipton S lasher, boatm an and bare-knuckle  prize -figh te r cham pion of Eng­
land from  1850-57. The landlord and his w ife  had just taken over the pub and made 
us m ost w e lcom e. He w as a canal enthusiast and recognised m y ‘Barbridge Bridge 
100’ tie stra ight away, wh ile  his w ife  rem arked that she had spotted several ‘T ipton 
S lashers ’ lined up against the wall opposite  our boat before the pub opened. So fa r 
all seem ed to be going well.
Up the Main Line tow ards W olverham pton  on W ednesday m orning, w e w ere  tu rn ­
ing into the W yrley  & Essington Canal at Horsley Fields Junction w hen up w afted  
the now -fam ilia r S M E LL from  the engine, accom panied by the loss of power. W e 
trickled along to Dean’s Road Bridge w here  there is reasonable m ooring and road 
access, and wh ile  M ike the cook w ent o ff to restock the breakfast larder I found a 
te lephone and rang the now -fam iliar num ber. A fte r w ha t seem ed like mild hysterics 
the o ffice girl suggested that w e press-gang the fitte r and set him to w ork  rebuild ing 
gearboxes as w e w ent along to save him travelling out to us. The o thers w en t o ff to 
the Podasa fo r m ore Holt, Plant & D eakin ’s, and I jo ined them once the fitte r had 
arrived. W e arrived back at about three o ’clock. The fitte r had replaced the gearbox 
w ith the new com ponent and fo rbade us to break down on the Thursday as it was 
his day off. He then beat a hasty retreat fo r fea r of being kidnapped. W e continued 
through suburbs and open heathland, w ith  p len ty of w ild life , swans, ducks, coots, 
etc., as well as vast areas of clogging weed, libera lly  sprinkled w ith  good ly  man- 
m ade crops of baggus p lasticatus, m otortyrus rubberus, and the occasional mat- 
trus plant. Tw ice w e stopped to c lear w eeds and p lastic from  the prop, also the 
best part of a jacke t and a pair of trousers, and w e wondered w hether w e m ight yet 
com e across the ir fo rm er occupant.
A t Sneyd Junction, w here  the orig inal W & E  m ainline to G reat W yrley w as aban­
doned in 1954, the canal does a sharp right-hand turn, and as w e turned there w as 
a sudden jo lt and the tille r flew  up. It w as obvious that the rudder had com e out of 
its bottom  pivot. A ttem pts to re locate it fa iled, and once stopped, inspection through 
the w eed hatch showed that a ca r tyre had neatly fitted itself around the propeller 
blades, d is lodging the rudder. Fortunate ly the tyre cam e off easily, but it w o u ld n ’t 
com e through the w eed hatch and had to be dropped, no doubt to lurk in w a it fo r
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another boat. However, w e found that the bottom  of the rudder could be reached 
through the w eed hatch and guided onto its pivot. W e  carried on a bit m ore cau­
tiously.
A t B irchills w e turned right onto the W alsa ll Canal and the e ight W a lsa ll locks, 
whose gates and paddle gear, doubtless owing to rubbish, wou ld  m ostly not open 
or close fully. It w as now getting dark, and w e w anted to get down the locks before 
mooring up fo r the night. W e  struggled on, w ith  low w a te r and d ry  pounds requiring 
w a te r to be let dow n from  further up the flight. W ith  leaky gates and b locked over­
flows, by the tim e w e got to the last lock the towpath w as under water. M ike Green, 
steering, com pla ined that he cou ldn ’t see where to poin t the boat, and an angler 
sat on his box m ourn fu lly  contem pla ting  the w a te r lapping around his fee t and ob­
served that "S om eone ’s done sum m at wrong som ew here !” W e had gleefu l v is ions 
of W alsa ll being flooded. Leaving the chaos behind w e passed W alsa ll Town Arm 
(then dere lict) and m oored by Rolling Mill S treet Bridge. The evening w as spent at 
the Forge, a good basic Banks’s pub w ith  a convenient fish & ch ippy opposite . Just 
before the Forge w as the Forge Ham m er, w ith M &B beer. The two M ichaels, fo l­
lowing behind the rest of us, w ere  not sure wh ich  pub w e w ere  in, so M ike G. 
clim bed onto M ike L’s shoulders to look over the frosted g lass bottom  of the w in ­
dow  in the Forge Ham m er -  and give an e lderly  B lack Country resident the shock 
of his life, as he g lanced up to see an apparent nine foot high cloth-capped giant 
staring down at him.
The W alsa ll Canal, as w e started Thursday m orning, seem ed even m ore w eed and 
debris infested than the W yrley  & Essington, so w e decided to get out into the 
countryside fo r the last couple of days, by return ing back through B irm ingham  and 
onto the W orceste r & Birm ingham  and S tra tfo rd  Canals. On our w ay w e passed 
under the M6 and I realised that w e w ere  on the canal w h ich  I had often seen from  
above and had taken fo r a dere lict waterw ay. A fte r the junction  w ith  the Tam e V a l­
ley Canal, th ings im proved considerably, and the e ight Ryders G reen Locks were 
in excellen t cond ition . A t the top, the M &B Eight Locks being still c losed at 11am, 
w e w ent to the nearby George (H anson ’s) in P hren ix Street, which w e considered 
well justified  its inclusion in the 1987 and 1988 G BG s. A  look in at the Eight Locks 
on the w ay  back found the beer on top pressure. Back on the m ain line at Pudding 
G reen Junction M ike G took the tille r and, fired w ith  enthusiasm  fo r the depth and 
w idth of the cut, turned up the w ick. The engine soon got hot, steam leaking at 
every jo in t and wafting up th rough the engine hatches and down through the boat. 
The throttle  w as eased off a bit but he still got shouted at by the fem ale  steerer of a 
youth group boat.

A rriving at O ozells  S treet Loop w e caused som e alarm at Brum agem  Boats when 
w e announced that a m ajo r d isaster had occurred -  w e needed a new c lam p for 
our w a te r hose. A fte r watering and re-stocking of p rovis ions w e fin ished o ff at the 
Prince of W ales before proceeding down the W orceste r & B irm ingham  Canal and, 
at Norton Junction, onto the northern section of the S tra tfo rd  Canal. Leaving the 
suburbs behind, before nightfall w e w ere  tied up outside the Drawbridge at M a jo r’s 
Green, a m odern Davenport’s house replacing an o lder pub of the sam e name, 
w here w e spent the evening.

Friday started cold w ith  early  m orning m ist on the canal, but by the tim e w e had
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reached Lapworth Locks it w as warm  
enough fo r us to apprecia te a couple of 
p ints of Flowers at the Boot Inn near Lock 
14. Then, on dow n the locks and through 
the short link onto the G rand Union Canal 
w here w e fin ished our lunchtim e break at 
the Navigation a fte r being stuck on the 
mud fo r ten m inutes fo r trying to be nice 
and giving o ther boats right of way. W e 
tied up at the pub ’s own m ooring and 
drank M &B and Bass. Being Kentish lads 
w e qu ick ly recognised a nearby tree as a cob-nut; in fru it until w e had done w ith  it.
The afternoon w as incident free except, w hen a certa in  steerer, who had let slip 
that he had recently  passed his driv ing test, seem ed to fo rget that boats keep right, 
not left, as another approached. The rest of us d ived dow n below  to avoid all re­
sponsib ility  fo r the inevitable ‘c lum p ’. "Did you have trouble w ith  a sandbank?” po­
litely enquired the other steerer. A fte r the five w ide locks at Knowle, Beauty was 
m oored by Catherine de Barnes Bridge wh ile  w e retired to D avenport’s Boat Inn. A t 
first w e thought it ra ther up-m arket fo r us scruffy  types until w e found a sm aller bar 
which the locals use. So there w e w ent and left the ‘yupp ies ’ to the ir own am use­
ments. The evening w as spent in conversation  and supping m uch ale. I found out 
how much later when, getting out of bed to go outside, I found m yself walking into a 
w ardrobe.

The Plough Inn
Church Lane, Ripple 

CT14 8JH 
Tel: 01304 360209

Selection ofCaskAles 
and Fine Home Prepared Food 

Food is available Tue - Sat 1 2 -2  and 6 -8 .3 0  
Sun 12 - 3

W e  o p e n  a t  3 .0 0  o n  M o n d a y s  
W e  a r e  w a lk e r  a n d  d o g  f r ie n d ly  

W iF i c o n n e c tio n  
O n e  D o u b le  B e d ro o m  w i th  e n  s u ite  

L a rg e  P a rk in g  A re a s .

Listed in the 2011 CAMRA Good Beer Guide 
info@theploughripple. co. uk
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The last m orning and B irm ingham  began to 
close in on us. W e could see the Post O ffice 
Tower, under wh ich  w e wou ld  pass while 
ascending the th irteen Farm er’s Bridge 
Locks. But firs t it w as dow n the six C am p Hill 
Locks and up the six A shted Locks, d ry  and 
low pounds all the way, then left at Aston 
Junction fo r the Aston flight and Farm er’s 
Bridge. P lenty of w a te r now, but w e were 
m eeting hire cra ft setting off from  the boa t­
yard, and the re ’s not m uch space between these locks in which to m anoeuvre. W e 
m oored at the top, in C am brian Basin again, fo r a few  final p in ts at the Prince of
W ales and fo r cleaning up and packing before motoring Beauty fo r the final couple
of hundred yards back to B rum agem  Boats. As w e left in a taxi the fitte r and m an­
ager waved us a ve ry  heartfe lt goodbye.

PS Despite our m echanica l prob lem s, w e w ere  genera lly  im pressed by Beauty 
and of Brum agem  Boats' e fforts to keep us going. I ga the r that they w ere  trying to 
contact Leyland M otors fo r the ir d iagnosis but the particu la r facto ry  w as on a holi­
day shut-down at the tim e. As fa r as w e w ere  concerned, it probab ly all added to 
the genera l en joym ent of the week. The fitte r no doubt has other opin ions! In re tro­
spect, I b lam e the coolan t w a te r pump!

Jim Green
Cheriton Place 

A V \ p l  Folkestone Kent
%\ 01303 ~223333

l i '  SUPPORTING KENTISH ALE & CIDER
The Chambers always lias fabulou* menus on offer wilii steak night every Tue’s.

J L  •• ~ l  1  ■

For more information please look up our website:' 
www.pubfolkestone.co.uk 

OR
For weekly updates on all our events including live music every 

Thurs’, Dj’s every Fri.’, our famous monthly q u iz  ik. man'v other events, 
why not pop onto or FACEBOOK page - The Chambers'
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LAST KNOCKINGS

A
fter Sheps It’s no news to local drinkers, that S hepherd Neam e are rapidly 
d ivesting them se lves of "unviab le” pubs. A t one tim e such properties wou ld  
expect to end up as convers ions to houses or fla ts, or perhaps as an a lternative 

business use. However, of late there have been several exam ples of such freeho ld  
sales being bought as pubs and the use continuing, som etim es w ith  great success. 
As w e pointed out in our last w in te r edition, the ex-S heps Three M ariners at Hythe 
has been an outstanding exam ple, offering half a dozen or so real a les and ciders 
from  across the country, fo lk  m usic and beer festivals, but none of the accom pany­
ing parapherna lia  often regarded as a necessity of a modern pub. As its advert 
bold ly proclaim s: "no food, no juke box, no fru it m achines, no pool table, no d is trac­

tions other than good beer and good co m ­
pany.” M ore recently  in Sandgate, the Earl 
of C larendon (fo rm erly just the C larendon) 
has also extracted itself from  the Shepherd 
Neam e estate, and appears to be doing ex­
ce llent business w ith  fou r real a les available. 
How m atters w ill turn out, fo r the brew ery's 
two recently re linqu ished, and independently 
reopened pubs in Dover, the Old Endeavour 
and the W heelw righ ts, it’s obv iously too 
early to tell, but w e w ish them every suc­
cess.

Sign of the  T im es The decis ion by Young 's  to fina lly  sever its links w ith  brew ing 
w ill p robab ly  com e as no real surprise to anyone acquainted w ith  British brew ing. 
Once the b rew ery had left its established hom e in W andsw orth  and thrown in its lot 
w ith C harles W ells  in Bedford, the writing w as on the wall. E ffectively, it had con­
tracted out its brew ing to another brewer, and as its real interest did not extend 
much fu rther than its own brands it m ade not a lot of sense to retain a m inority  in­
terest in the venture. However, wh ile  perhaps not unexpected it is not w ithout s ig­
nificance. If the orig inal c losure of the Ram Brewery in 2006 w as a notable m ile­
stone in recent brew ing history, the com plete  cessation of invo lvem ent w ith  b rew ­
ing is perhaps conclusive : Young 's w as perhaps the nam e m ost associated w ith  
the inception of C AM R A and the real ale revival. S teadfastly  adhering to traditional 
m ethods and w ith  a prem ium  on quality, its reputation w as iconic. O utlets w ere  
lim ited and free houses w ish ing to be supplied by Young 's  needed to prove to the 
brew ery the qua lity  of the ir ce llarm ansh ip. I recall som etim e in the early  1970s be­
ing to ld by one such local publican, I believe Derry W illiam s predecessor at the 
now closed Three H orseshoes at Hardres, that he w as on ly one of four in th is part 
of Kent and Sussex -  the others included the Phoenix, C anterbury and the Royal 
S tandard in Rye. The fourth  escapes m y m em ory.
In recent years, though, like so m any other fam ily  brew ers, and som e much larger
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operators, Young 's  has found itself squeezed between the big national b rands and 
the varie ty  and choice of the m icro industry; and also, like m any of its com petito rs, 
has decided to concentrate  on its pub estate. For the next couple of years there  is 
a supp ly agreem ent w ith  C harles W ells  fo r Y oung ’s brand beer, but does not the 
prom ise that "our custom ers w ill continue to en joy the ir custom ary array of qua lity  
cask a les” seem slightly  vague?. It w as notable that w hen C harles W ells  d ropped 
the strength of Bom bard ier from  4.3%  to 4.1% , the accom panying reasoning w as to 
d iffe rentiate  it from  Courage D irectors at 4 .8% . There was no reference to Young 's 
Special at 4 .5% . Is anyone prepared to bet that in five years tim e the name 
Young 's w ill not jus t be confined to the signage on a few  hundred pubs in and 
around w est London?

Ravages of A lcohol For som e years doctors  have been warn ing of the increasing 
level of liver d isease in Britain, particu la rly  among the young. The usual suspect is 
that old favourite  alcohol, but a nutritionist speaking on Radio 4 a few  m onths ago 
suggested an a lternative. Fructose she said, w ide ly  used in the food industry, ap ­
parently  causes s im ilar dam age, and the sticky drinks, beloved of the younger gen ­
erations, are full of it.

Chinese Taken  Aw ay A fter 39 years of p rovid­
ing fo r the people of Dover, the Cham pion C h i­
nese Restaurant in the High St closed at the 
end of August, citing fam ily  ill health and the 
current econom ic c lim ate. W hat, I hear you ask, 
has th is to do w ith  real ale? W as this a covert 
outlet fo r cask beer whose existence w as a 
c lose ly guarded secret known only to a select 
few ? U nfortunately nothing so intriguing. It was, 
however, a m ost excellent estab lishm ent run by 
the m ost obliging and genial staff, which fea tured at the end of m any a Saturday 
evening a fte r "a few  pints” had been consum ed. It w ill be g reatly  m issed and I w ish  
Kevin, May, Donna and all the others who have w orked there the ve ry  best fo r the 
future.

M icro Heaven The 2012 edition of the Good Beer G uide lists tw en ty  m icro b rew ­
eries in Kent. O f those, six w ere  established since the 2011 edition, and new ones 
continue to appear. E lsewhere in th is edition Roger M arples v is its  two of the new­
com ers, the C anterbury Brewery, and one wh ich  only started brew ing th is autum n, 
Hopfuzz of W est Hythe. Still in the p ipeline are the Cullins Yard pub brew ery in 
Dover; W agg lers, curren tly  brew ing at W e lton 's  in Horsham  but w e understand 
seeking a location in Kent; and two others, in Herne, and at Burham between M aid­
stone and Rochester. The kind of choice of ale w e have not enjoyed fo r m any 
years. O f course, w e need pubs in wh ich  to drink it, and also pubs able to sell it -  
too often pubs are tied up to national d istributors and sell just national brews. How ­
ever, som e of our m ore established m icros have gained the ir own national profile, 
and there are reports that at least one pub in B lackpool fea tures S krim shander as a 
regular guest.
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I t  takes  all sorts to  cam p aig n  fo r  rea l ale

Join CAM RA today...
C o m p le te  th e  D ire c t D e b it fo rm  be low  and you w ill receive  
th re e  m onths m e m bersh ip  free  and a fantastic  discount on your 
m e m b e rsh ip  subscription. A lte rn a tive ly  you can send a cheque payable 
to  C A M R A  L td  w ith  your c o m p le te d  fo rm , v isit w w w .cam ra .o rg .u k  o r  
call 01727 867201. A ll form s should be addressed to  M em bersh ip  
S ecretary , C A M R A , 230 H a tfie ld  Road, S t A lbans, A L I 4LW .

Y our D etails

T it le ...........Surname......................................................................

Foronamo(s)...................................................................................

Date of Birth (iimrntyyyy)......................................................

Email address...........................................................

Tel No (s).................................................................

Partner's  D etails ( if  Joint M em bersh ip )

T itle ...........Surname...............................................

Forename(s)......... ............................................... .

Date of Birth (dd/'mWyyyy).......... ..............................

Please state which CAMRA newsletter )rou found this
form in !.........................................................................................

Direct Debit Non DD

Single Membership £20 f j £22
Postcode.......................... .. (UK & Eli)

Joint Membership £25 ] £27 i
(Parmer at the same address)

For Young Member and concessionary rates please visit 
w w w .cam ra.o rg .uk o r a l l  0 1727 867201.

I wish to  join the Campaign for Real Ale. and agree to  abide 
by the Memorandum and Articles of Association.

1 enclose a cheque fo r .............................................. ...................

Channel Draught 49

......... .................  Signed..................................................D ate ...

Applicfl'jons nvl| be processed within 21 'toys tfeir. form 9106
,<H\ In s tru c tio n  to  y o u r Bank o r  v n
v s t ’ B u ild in g  S oc ie ty  to  pay by D ire c t  D e b it

P-iie I I I t  d* h<.n i •,  C-.n|). ■ for R»'»l Ale lid  • * Pit • ■: Ah'\f. tr r-.AL■ 4LW
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fill) National Contacts
Nationally CAMRA can be contacted at: 
CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Rd, St Albans, 
Herts., AL1 4LW.
For enquiries, phone 01727 867201 
W eb www.camra.org.uk

Ashford Folkestone & Romney Marsh
branchcontact@ camra-afrm.org.uk

Canterbury
Mike Galliers 01732 771775 (w)
01227 272494 (h) 
m ike@ calebriparc.co.uk
Thanet
Debbie Aris 01843 591731 (h) 
debbie@ thanet-camra.org.uk

Dover Tourist Info 01304 205108
Folk Tourist Info 01303 258594
Dover Police Stn 01303 240055
Folk Police Stn 01303 850055

Dover Taxis
A1 01304 211111
A2B 01304 225588
Central 01304 204040
Dover Heritage01304 204420
Star 01304 228822
Victory 01304 228888

Deal Taxis
AI Cars 01304 363636
Castle Taxis 01304 374000
Direct Cars 01304 382222
Jacks Cars 01304 362299

CROSSWORD
ANSWERS

i

S H E
2
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10

F
11

B L A D D E R
12

E D
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13

L O C
14
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15
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16
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17
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18

R T I
19

T U
20

D E C
21

S
22

P I T A O
23

I R I S H

A ■  E M W E O
24

S T C R I S P I N
25

T
26
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H N ■  g ^ H H B N

E
27

B O N A N Z A
28

E A G L E

E O T L C R
29

P R I N C E
30

B L A N K E T S

Sandwich Taxis
AM Cars 01304 614209
Sandwich Cars 01304 617424
Folkestone Taxis
Channel Cars 01303 252252
Chris’s Taxis 01303 226490
Folk. Taxi 01303 252000
Premier Cars 01303 279900

National Express 0870 5808080
Stagecoach 0870 2433711
National Rail Enq. 08457 484950

Trading Standards Office (East Kent)
01843 223380
Trading Standards Office (Mid Kent) 
01303 850294

All num bers on this page w ere  believed 
correct at tim e of going to press.

Adjacent Branches

Local Information & 
Useful Numbers
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ADVERTISERS INDEX
Name Page Name Page
Adams Printers 63 Hopdaemon Brewery 29
Berry, W alm er 19 King's Head, Canterbury 31
Blakes of Dover 5 Leather Bottle Gt Mongeham 24
Carriers Arms, Dover 53 Louis Armstrong, Dover 8
Chambers, Folkestone 57

Park Inn, Dover 22
Coastguard. Back Page

Plough, Ripple 56
Crown Inn, Finglesham 26
Earl of Clarendon, Sandgate 37 Podge’s Belgian Beer Tours 40

Elephant, Faversham Red Lion, Dover 2428
G add’s Christmas Brewery Open 
Day 48

Red Lion, Stodmarsh 
Royal Oak, Capel le Ferne

27
35

Five Bells, Eastry 50
Fox, Temple Ewell 22 Sportsman, Sholden 44

Funky Monkey, Dover 13 St. Crispin Inn, Worth 39

Golden Hind 37 Three Cups, Dover 44

Guildhall, Folkestone 43 Three Mariners, Hythe 29

Haywain, Bramling 46 Unicorn, Bekesbourne 31

And F inally ..............D runken Elk gets stuck in a tree
In W estern Sweden, a drunken elk becam e lodged in an apple tree during a des­
perate search fo r one more mouthful of ferm enting apples. W hen Per Johansson 
of Saro, south of Gothenberg, returned home from w ork he heard a bellow ing 
noise. He discovered the inebriated anim al c lam bering in his neighbour's garden.

"I thought at first that som eone was having a laugh. Then, I w ent over to take a 
look and spotted an elk stuck in an apple tree w ith only one leg left on the ground," 
Johansson said. A fte r several e fforts to free the animal, the local fire brigade had 
to cut branches off the tree and the elk was able to slide out to freedom .

According to Johansson, the elk m ay have been on a bit of a bender. "M y 
neighbour recognized it as the anim al that a lm ost ran into her car earlier in the 
day. She w as pretty sure the elk was already under the influence then," he said. 
The elk passed out in the grass by the apple tree a fte r the incident and toddled 
away the fo llow ing morning, no doubt nursing a severe hangover.

Drunken elk are known to be quite com m on in Sweden during the autum n season, 
when there are large am ounts of ferm enting apples lying about in Swedish g a r­
dens
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