with catastrophic consequences for the
population of Doverand surroundingareas.

Greenpeace is actively opposed to the
importation of spent fuel into Britain. Itisa
dangerous activity in itself and is turning
thiscountry intothe world's nuclear dustbin.
Itis particularly dangerous to import spent
fuel through a busy commercial port like
Dover on notoriously unstable roll-on, roll-
off ferries. These vessels and the port itself
areill-equipped todeal witha serious nuclear
accident.

The cross-Channel train ferry, which carries
spentfuel from Dunkerque to Dover, crosses
one of the busiest shipping lanes in the
world. We have witnessed a spate of tragic
ferry accidents in recent times and the
Inquiry into the Herald of Free Enterprise
disaster has concluded that we can expect to
see more serious ferry accidents in the near
future. Even more worrying, from the point
of view of shipping spent nuclear fuel, is
that official shipping records show that the
incidence of fires on ships is increasing.

At present, Dover is being used as a
convenient 'main gate' by BNFL who are

placing short term profits before the health
and safety of the local population and the
environment. Itis clear that BNFL have not
informed Dover District Council nor the
local emergency services of the real hazards
posed by the transportation of spent fuel; no
warning of the arrival of shipments of this
material is given to the Fire Brigade, the
Police or the Coastguard. Greenpeace
believes thatunless these shipments through
Dover are stopped a major nuclear accident
involving a flask of spent fuel is bound to
happen sooner or later. Finally, a proportion
of radioactivity contained in every flask of
spent fuel which comes through Dover, en
route to Sellafield, will be dumped into an
already severely polluted Irish Sea and
potentially lead to more cancer in young
children. It is for these reasons that
Greenpeace seeks the support of the people
of Dover to make it a 'nuclear waste-free'
port.

Yours sincerely,

P. C. Woodward,
St. Margarets-at-Cliffe,
Dover

UPDATE on the LONGMARKET EXCAVATION SITE,
CANTERBURY

The excavation is now down to Roman floor levels. A further area of Roman floor
mosaic, approximately 3’ square, has been revealed. Nearby there is another
hypocausted room and what may have been a furnace, complete witharched tunnel.
The town house now being excavated must have been two or three storeys high,
judgingby the foundations.

The planofthehousewas U J withanornamental fishpond in thecourtyard.Great
guantities of pottery fragments, from ordinary domestic to Samian ware, have been
found as well as coins, of no great value butmuch interest.

The archaeologists are excavating whatappears tobe a Saxon hut which, asaresult of
afire, caved in,trapping loom weights and pottery shards beneath it. A cellar below,
some 3’deep, was probably used for storage.

The excavation finished and the developers move in at the end of September. Itswell
worthvisiting this fascinating site (again) before then.

P.K.



