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In exotic contrast were Tim Showan’s light effect in a French garden and Gloria
Dean’s Venice spectaculars: one red and one blue.

On a day warm enough for summer it was a special pleasure to see the flower
paintings by Jean Jones and Jennifer Tyler.

Jean and her husband were well represented. We shall surely see more of his work
in their next exhibition: ‘Architects as Artists’. Most of his pictures this time were
not architectural and showed considerable variety of interest and subject. There
were some of Jean’s delightful studies of beach scenes against the light which she
has been favouring and there was another “Palm House at Kew”.

Different visitors will remember different pictures but there was something for all
tastes and a high standard at very modest prices. Try pricing similar paintings in
London.

with RUTH ELWIN HARRIS Merril Lilley

During Festival week Ruth Elwin Harris stayed at Dover College as writer-in-
residence, helping pupils with their writing. She also visited St. Margaret’s Primary
School for one day. On the Thursday (19th May) she gave a talk on “ The use of
original sources in writing” and on the Thursday (21st May) held a writer’s
workshop at the school.Unfortunately both events were poorly attended, which
was a great pity as they were of great interest.

Ruth Elwin Harris has written a series of historical novels for teenagers, the
Quantocks series, four novels about four sisters at the time of the First World War,
a book for each sister. The first novel is called “The Silent Shore”. While researching
for one of these novels, the author found, in the Imperial War Museum, a collection
of 201 letters by an old Dover College pupil, written from France in 1916. This
discovery led to the publication of her latest book, “Billie”, based on the collection
of his letters.

The evenings with Ruth Elwin Harris were of interest and value to writers,historians
or researchers, as they led to fascinating discussions of the uses of old registers ,
newspapers, magazines, catalogues, autobiographies, wills and correspondence
and stressed the importance of visits to museums, libraries and record offices. They
also included reflections on the publishing of MSS and the problems encountered
by writers in finding a publisher for a first novel. One wished that Mrs. Harris might
have had larger audiences to enjoy the discussions.
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