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The Objectives of 
the Dover Society

founded in 1988.

•  to promote high standards 
o f  planning and architecture

•  to interest and inform the 
public in the geography, 
history, archeology, natural 
history and architecture o f  
the area

•  to secure the preservation, 
protection, development and 
improvement o f  features o f  
historic or public interest

•  And commitment to the belief 
that a good environment is a 
good investment.

The area we cover comprises 
the parishes or wards o f  
Barton Buckland, Castle, 
L yd d en , T em p le E w ell, 
M axton, Pineham, Priory, 
River, ,St. Radigund’s,Town  
& Pier and Tower Hamlets.

All Members receive three 
News-letters a year and in 
each year the Com m ittee 
organ ises ab ou t ten  
interesting events -  talks, 
to u rs , v is its , M em b ers’ 
M eetin gs and usually a 
Christmas Feast.

The Society gives Awards 
for im provem ents to the 
area, m on itors p lanning  
proposals and supports, joins 
in or initiates civic projects 
and arts events.
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Editorial
In every  A ugust issue o f the N ew sletter the 

report o f the A nnual G eneral M eeting takes 
p recedence. The n in th  AGM o f the D over Society 
took place on  April 22nd th is year and is reported  
by  Leo Wright, our Secretary, and th is rep o rt is 
followed by  a financial s ta tem en t from  our 
T reasurer, Je n n ife r G errard. We propose, in 
future, to include a financial s ta tem en t in  all 
August issues.

The w ork o f the  P lanning Sub-Com m ittee is, 
for the first tim e, rep o rted b y  Je rem y  Cope, who 
has taken  over th e  ch a irm an sh ip  a fte r the 
resignation o f Law rence G age. Society m em bers 
will be aw are o f the  w ork Law rence did for the 
Society, having read  his detailed  reports in  every 
issue of the Newsletter since April 1993. As the 
cu rren t p lanning  rep o rt m akes plain, it is rare to 
find a p erson  w ith  L aw rence’s en thusiasm , 
energy and b read th  o f vision. T hat his p lans for 
a M illen n iu m  p ro je c t for D over fa iled  to 
m a te r ia l is e  h a s  b e e n  a s o u rc e  o f  g re a t  
d isappoin tm ent to  all o f us. He will be greatly 
m issed by the com m ittee.

Ken W raight has also resigned from  the 
com m ittee, deciding to take a rest after serving 
on it since 1988 (w e  hope to see you back, Ken!). 
His place h asb ee n  ta k en b y  Mike Sartin, who has 
agreed to take over the  job  o f archivist from  Sybil 
Standing, who had problem s in storing all the 
m aterials afte r she m oved house. Sybil has 
b e c o m e  s e c r e ta ry  fo r th e  P la n n in g  S ub­
com m ittee .

At th e  AGM our chairm an, Jack  Woolford, 
thanked  all the m em bers o f the com m ittee for 
the ir w ork th roughout the y ear and also all o ther 
m em bers of the  Society who help  com m ittee 
m em bers in various ways. T his m ay be an 
opportune m om en t to invite fu rthe r help  from  
m em bers. T h e  m ost re c e n t version  o f  the 
application form  for m em bersh ip  of the Society 
provides a section for new  m em bers to vo lun teer 
their services under the headings of Social Events, 
Projects, C learance Work, Photography, W riting



reports, review s and articles and Survey 
Work. H ow ever m em bers o f several years 
standing m ay no t b e  aw are o f this. H elp is 
w elcom e in a variety  of ways. For instance, 
Joan  Liggett, o u r Social Secretary, has a 
sm all team  o f helpers on occasions for 
food and  table p repara tion  at som e o f our 
indoor m eetings. Jo h n  Owen, our Projects 
organiser, needs volun teers for several 
events each  year. T he Newsletter uses 
r e g u la r  w r i te r s ,  p r o o f - re a d e rs  a n d  
distributors. If you w ould like to offer help  
in  any  Society activities, please le t m e 
know  or contact the appropriate com m ittee 
m em ber.

A nother regular feature of the August 
Newsletter is a repo rt and review s o f the 
Dover Festival. T hanks to D onna Sowerby 
for h er contribu tion  and our regrets tha t 
we did not receive as m any  review s as in 
previous years for w hat has becom e a 
fortn ight of delight in D over's calendar. 
T hanks to Sheila Cope for her, as ever, 
m asterly  review s of M ark Frost’s ta lk  and 
the m useum  exhibition.

We have included in  full Ju lian  O w en’s 
m essage to the Dover Society, and indeed 
to Dover, on  the eve of the departu re  of 
the I m p a c t  team  to pastu res new  - in 
Folkestone. The rewarding, visible records 
o f the ir w ork in  Dover, in  Snargate S treet 
and York Street, a t the G rand Shaft, New 
Bridge, the  P rom enade, car parks and 
elsew here, will be a lasting rem inder of 
the ir stay here.

We have never before had so m any 
sum m er outings and events. In May the 
Society hosted  the annual day conference 
o f  th e  K en t F e d e ra tio n  o f  A m en ity  
Societies, a ttendedby  about n ine ty  people, 
who heard  speeches in  St. M ary’s Parish 
Centre in the m orning and then  proceeded, 
afte r a m em orab le lunch , to tou rs of 
E a s te rn  an d  W e s te rn  D ocks in  th e  
a f te rn o o n . Also in  May, th e  S ociety  
sponsored and organised the Vardon Organ 
Recital, reported  h ere  by  our chairm an.

In Ju n e  the re  w ere trips to Chatham  
Dock Yard, the Coastguard Station, Port 
Control and Buckland Paper Mill. Reports 
on  all these trips and  m eetings constitute

the m ain  section of th is N ew sletter. T hese 3
are, after all, our m ain  sum m er events 
and I know  several m em bers who are 
n ev e r able to a t te n d  indoo r ev en in g  
m eetings b u t look forw ard to jo in ing  our 
sum m er outings. T here  are m ore to come, 
the tou r o f the Cote D’Opale, 17th July, 
an d  th e  tr ip  to  Kew G ard en s , 14th 
Septem ber.

Listing these trips prom pts m e to end 
the editorial w ith  an o th er m essage to 
m em bers. P lanning and organising the 
social ca lendar takes a  great deal o f tim e. 
Please help  Joan  Liggett and  the Social 
C om m ittee by  filling in  application  form s 
for trips carefully  and  legibly and  booking 
places in  p len ty  o f tim e in  advance.

O ne m ore e x p lan a tio n  is n eed ed  
regarding the organisation  o f sm all party  
visits. In Newsletter 25 bo th  the Editorial 
and  the Dover C hat page gave details of 
these visits and  explained  how  places 
would be filled in 1996. T he visits w ere for 
parties of ten  or tw elve people and  the 
Society has 230 m em bers. As this was a 
new  ven tu re  and  the re  w ere so few places
-  although at this stage the re  w ere no 
dates available -  it was decided, for this 
year, to consu lt m em bers and  collect 
nam es at the M arch M eeting. This was 
done and all th ree  visits ( Port Control, 
Coastguard Station, and  Swale Barge Trip) 
w ere booked, if  not over-booked, at this 
m eeting. We realise th is m ay not be an 
ideal way to collect nam es for sm all party  
visits and  in 1997 we will explore o ther 
methods. As the trips are for small num bers 
o f people and  the dates often  fixed at fairly 
short notice, it would not be practical to 
list th em  on  the back cover in th e  m ain 
program m e o f events.

For m em bers who m issed the trips, or 
did not read the references to them  in 
N ew sletter 25, I hope this will suffice. If 
there are to be repeats o f these visits in 
1997, details will be given in  April 1997. 
PLEASE READ YOUR NEWSLETTER.

Best Wishes to all our readers. The next 
meeting, in the Autumn, will be on 21st 
October, at St. Mary’s Parish Centre.

E d it o r
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