
LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINISHED (?)
------------ JACK W O O L F O R D --------------

D espite  o u r  g o o d  adv ice  to  M r G um m er, to  m a in ta in  the  w hole o f th e  C oun ty  
o f K ent as an  in teg ra ted  p en in su la  accord ing  to  th e  w ishes o f its people, he 
has  dec ided  to accep t th e  rec o m m en d a tio n  o f  th e  “new " Local G o v ern m en t 
C om m ission  th a t G illingham -R ochester (bu t n o t D artford-G ravesend)) should  
be sep ara ted  ou t from  the  C oun ty  an d  beco m e a u n ita ry  au thority .

This w hat the "STOP PRESS” in our April 
Newsletter 25 forecast, although I was mis­
taken in guessing that the rem oval of pres­
sure for decision on a governm ent in 
difficulties would necessarily m ean delay.

Consequently Rochester-Upon-Medway 
City Council and Gillingham Borough 
C ouncil w ill be abo lished  an d  th e ir  
functions and those of the County Council 
in those areas transferred to the new  (as 
yet unnam ed) au thority  in 1998 after 
elections in 1997. M eanwhile transitional 

arrangem ents for services and staff will 
consum e more time and money, and, as 
the President of our fraternal CITY OF 
ROCHESTER SOCIETY observes in its 
May Newsletter:

".. Henceforth our elected members will no 
longer be able to blame Maidstone for any 
shortcomings, real or imagined, andwillhave 
to stand by their own decisions. Their decision

to support unitary status is perhaps already 
having an effect on current “County’ projects, 
for I  cannot imagine that the County Council 
will initiate new projects in an area for which 
it soon will not be responsible... Thus it would 
seem unlikely that Chatham will gain a new 
library or Strood a new northern bypass ..."

The future of Local Government will 
continue to be interesting and important, if 
not actually exciting. Political activity in 
North West Kent has still not ceased: but 
even assuming that this is the end of a 
sordid story, a new governm ent may alter 
the rules. Contrariwise the new non-Kent­
ish Unitary Authority (as yet unnamed: 
Dickensia, "Medwavia"?) may show us how 
m uch better to do it. The implications for 
Dover are endless. Watch this column! 
In the meanwhile, we should pay close 
attention to the new Dover Town (Parish) 
Council - and attend its meetings.

TILMANSTONE
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and History Saturday: Open 11 am -  6 pm 
Sunday: O penlO am -4pm

EXHIBITION ADMISSION: Adults 25P  
Children 10P
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