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A REPORT b y  
D O N N A  SOWERBY, 
Arts and Events Manager 
D o v e r  D i s t r i c t  C o u n c i l

l o  m ark  th e  5 th  an n iv e rsa ry  o f th e  Festival o f  D over th e  th e m e  chosen  w as "Spirit 
o f  th e  S e a ”, b a s e d  o n  th e  to w n ’s m a r i t im e  h is to ry  a n d  h e r i ta g e .  T h is  
a ttrac ted  k ee n  in te re s t from  local and  reg ional b u s in e sse s  an d  som e new  item s 
w ere  inc luded  in  th e  p ro g ram m e a t the  la st m in u te .

Lessons have been  learned over the 
past five years and the program m e ad
ju sted  accordingly. Old favourites such as 
the T eddy Bears' Picnic and the fireworks 
display w ere scheduled to capture a large 
proportion of the m arket. New additions 
w ere not always successful, for instance 
the Com edy Club evening at the Swingate 
pub, w here the allocated budget did not 
provide for quality acts. However, in the 
town centre the Festival Showcase and 
The Jolly Roger Fun Day proved most 
popular and, no doubt, will becom e a 
regular feature.

E veryone has th e ir  ow n favourite  
events, acts and perform ers and taste in 
the arts is,of course, individual. So I will 
choose m y top five events of this year. 
These are in no particular order.

Firstly, I was most fortunate to attend 
the schools' workshop with the ch ildren’s 
author, Je rem y  Strong, held at Sandwich 
Library. Jerem y, based in Kent, had me 
in stitches w ith  h is  w onderfu l sto ry  
telling of a book called "The Indoor Pi
rates". His in terpretation  of the fright
ened pirates attem pting to kidnap the 
postm an for ransom  was superb and would 
have been appreciated as m uch by adults 
as children.

A nother choice is the D over Youth 
T heatre’s perform ance of the m aritim e 
dram a “My Love is Drowned in the Far Off 
Seas”, w ritten  by  M ichael Thom as of 
Dover Boys’ G ram m ar School especially 
for the sea based festivities.The talent of 
our local young people is quite astound
ing. Despite the fact that I regularly see 
such  perfo rm an ces I found th is one 
o u tstand ing . T h ere  was a full house 
and the atm osphere in the basem en t 
of the Keep of Dover Castle added to 
the effects.

A sunny evening in St. M ary’s Church 
was the setting for m y third choice, w here 
th e  S now dow n  M ale V oice C ho ir 
p e rfo rm ed  a p rog ram m e of old and 
new  m elodies, including som e pieces 
recen tly  learned for their perform ance 
at the Albert Hall in London. The light 
th ro u g h  th e  s ta in e d  g lass w indow s 
with the sound of their voices singing " 
You’ll Never Walk Alone” filled m y eyes 
w ith tears.

O ur experim ent in using venues in 
Deal and Sandwich proved how little resi
dents move from  one town to ano ther to 
enjoy the events.O ne such evening was 
the perform ance by the Gower Wind Quar
te t at the Astor Theatre in Deal. The group



com prised tu tors from  the Kent Music 
School who, w ith the ir D irector, Steve 
Migden, had spent a ra ther hot and hum id 
day w orking w ith 22 young people from 
all over Kent who all had a keen in terest 
in and played a wind instrum ent. This 
perform ance had a very select audience, 
a high proportion being the students in
volved in the w orkshop and the ir parents, 
the sm all gathering did not perturb  the 
group who provided a lively program m e 
including a series o f Lettish dances, to 
w hich the audience requested  an encore.

Finally,I choose the m ajor artistic pro
duction o f the Festival, the perform ances 
and w orkshops of S hakespeare’s "The 
T em pest”, producedby Deal's Kent Shake
speare Project in association w ith the Lon
don-based SOHO group. T hree schools 
w ere offered the opportunity  of being 
involved w ith the project. Sandwich and 
W almer Secondary and A rchers Court, 
Dover, took up the challenge. The excep
tionally warm, still evenings on Thursday 
and Friday w ere an Events Organiser's 
dream  and the perform ance at the end of 
the Prince of Wales Pier was an absolute 
delight. For once!

How ever our fate was to change. On 
Saturday, w ith the prospect o f a full house 
and a num ber of special guests, the wet 
w eather option was Shed 4 on Esplanade 
Quay. However, som e things w ork out for 
the best. The backdrop of static yachts in 
for renovation and other natural props on 
site m ade the perform ance even m ore 
magical than it had been  on the end of the 
pier! It looks as though this could becom e 
a regular venue for theatre productions in 
Dover. The Kent Shakespeare Project are

keen  to utilise the site next year!
M uch tim e and effort goes into the 

p lanning  of each Festival. This year we 
w ere fortunate to secure over £26,000 in 
sponsorship from  the com m ercial sector. 
W ithout th is assistance the program m e, 
m arketing  and  publicity would be drasti
cally reduced or even w ithdraw n. This 
year sponsorship provided for the d istri
bu tion  of 80,000 brochures and  diaries 
th rough Royal Mail door-to-door service 
and full page advertisem ents in local news
papers. T here  was coverage on M eridian 
Television on the opening w eekend and 
dcjily reports on  Radio Kent.

O ver the past years, through m arket 
research  or from  talking to regular festi
val a ttenders, we have learned  a lot about 
p ro g ram m e p lan n in g  an d  in c reasin g  
aw areness. Shortly, w ith colleagues from  
Dover M useum  and Kent County Council 
Arts and  Libraries, I will be com piling the 
outline package for 1997. The in te rna
tional them e will be “CONNECTIONS”. 
This them e was chosen as the District 
will be hosting the World Shore Angling 
C ham pionsh ips and also participating  
in th e  F rancoson ic  ‘97 fe stiv itie s  in 
celebration of French speaking countries 
all over the world.

I hope th a t m any  of you en joyed  
the celebrations of the two w eeks of 
Festival 1996.

Please note the Sea Shanty Festival in 
Deal in September to mark the end o f the 
"Spirit o f the Sea” in White Cliffs Country. 
Just because it's in Deal is no good reason 
not to partic ipa te . Pm sure we will 
provide something you will enjoy. <>

Great Expectations
Professor George Curry from  North Carolina, w ho gave us a Dickens Evening in 1992 
in St M ary's Parish Centre, is in England again this year.

A s pa rt o f the Canterbury Festival he is will perform  in his interpretation o f 
G r e a t  E x p e c t a t i o n s  at the GulbenkianTl%eatre on Sunday, 20 October, 1996.


