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SAMPHIRE HOE
After a long, cold w inter it did rain for 
a couple of weeks. This rain  had an 
im m ediate effect on the vegetation at 
Sam phire Hoe. The grasses grew  m ore 
strongly and m any flowering plants burst 
forth. In areas Bird's-foot Trefoil carpets 
the ground w ith yellow blooms. Mixed in 
with this are the yellow, dow ny heads of 
Kidney-vetch, and standing above them  
are the  p ink  Sainfoin flow er spikes.

A large num ber of species has colon­
ised the grassland area. These are all 
welcom e at the m om ent, b u t we are 
watching for any problem  plants. The 
recent ho tte r w eather has brought the 
bu tte rflies out -  Small Copper, Small 
H eath  and  C om m on Blue have been  
recorded so far.

The m onthly organised guided walks 
have continued to be very popular. On
1 June about 190 people enjoyed the sun 
and the flowers.

SHAKESPEARE CLIFF

This site is im portan t as it is one of the 
gateway areas to Dover, crossed by the 
A20, North Downs Way and Saxon Shore 
Way. The grassland shouldbe grazed again 
by cattle by early July. This is great news 
and will be a m ajor step in m aintaining 
the downland plants and insects.

GREAT FARTHINGLOE FARM
Extending westwards from  the West­

ern  Heights, this area of mixed farm land 
had its g rasslands b ro u g h t back  into 
grazing  m a n ag e m en t th is  year, w ith  
encouraging results. This spring there 
was a beautiful showing of Cowslips in 
severa l areas, th e re  should  be som e 
colonies of Com m on Spotted O rchid in 
flower at any tim e, and m ost excitingly, a 
significant num ber o f A dder’s-Tongue 
plants have been  found.

WHINLESS DOWN, ELMS VALE
Finally, ded ica ted  v o lu n tee rs  have 

com pleted the long set of steps that link 
the bottom  of W hinless Down to the top 
o f the ‘dow ns’ steepest end. The steps 
s ta rt on  th e  h illside a t th e  H arbou r 
School end of the recreation  ground, 
w ithin the grazing area, and lead up the 
steep  hillside to the Long Wood end of 
W hinless Down.

About 114 steps have been  cut and 
b u ilt in to  the h illside to com plete a 
circular route around  W hinless Down. 
The steps provide easier access for local 
residents, school and college groups, and 
for people participating in G reen Gang 
events.

Kings Road footpath tha t leads up onto 
W hinless Down past Astor School was the



focus of atten tion  for Tidy Britain Week. 
A day was spent clearing age-old litter 
from  th is neglected footpath. About 130 
pupils and teachers from  Vale View Pri­
m ary School helped by W hite Cliffs Coun­
tryside V olunteers and som e Astor sixth 
form ers cleared the footpath of litter and 
larger rubbish, collecting about sixty bags 
o f litter and larger rubbish. All the partici­
pants w ere very  thorough and not a scrap 
o f rubbish was left. Please h e lp  to  k eep  
areas lit ter  free.

In 1995 we had th ree cattle die in the 
Dover area as a result of eating rubbish. 
Please help us to stop m ore painful deaths 
and pick up rubbish especially in any of 
the grazing areas that you m aybe visiting. 
As you know  litter is a constant problem , 
and although we try  to collect litter on a 
regularbasis it appears m ore quickly than 
we can get rid o f it.

T he fencing has been  regularly vandal­
ised at W hinless Down. This has been  
done by young lads, some of whom  are 
u nder age and un insured  to drive m otor­
bikes around  the town. M otorbikes are 
not allowed on W hinless Down. If you see 
problem s up there please contact Dover 
Police and the White Cliffs Countryside 
Project. Better still, if you know who these 
boys are, please let us know.

WESTERN HEIGHTS
The V olunteers and W ardens continue 

to w ork hard  on m aintaining the foot­
paths, steps, fences and waym arking.

After the w inter im provem ents around 
St. M artin’s Battery and the Grand Shaft to 
im prove views out to sea, it appears that 
m ore visitors, both locals and tourists, are 
en joy ing  these  areas as view points. 
The gun battery  car park is often full of 
cars w ith fam ilies using the picnic tables 
provided by the WCCP.

The grazed areas had a w onderful dis­
play of cowslips this spring. On the spring 
bank holiday I led a walk 'In Search of 
Cowslips’. These flowers are retu rn ing  to 
the slopes of the W estern H eights once 
again as the grazing providesbetter condi­

tions for the ir growth. We toasted the 47 
re tu rn  of the cowslips w ith a sip of cowslip 
w ine, (in these days m ade from  com m er­
cially grown cowslips) as we sat on the 
cliff top adm iring the chalk dow nland and 
the views across the Channel.

U nfortunately, we have had vandalism  
to fences on the W estern H eights too.
Some foolish person(s) cut a section of 
stock fencing above Clarendon. This led 
to four or five D exters escaping into the 
Clarendon area in the middle of the night, 
causing the local residents m uch concern 
and d isturbance and the police, graziers 
and WCCP staff had to be called. If anyone 
know s who cut the section of fencing and 
rem oved  it to the  m oat o f the Drop 
Redoubt we would very  m uch like to hear 
from  you. This is a very serious issue and 
the  cu lp rits  n ee d  to have a se rious 
w arning as to the potential danger caused 
by the ir stupid actions. Thankfully, th is is 
a very  rare event. Please help us to keep 
it tha t way by letting  us know if you see 
any suspicious behaviour.

Its no t all bad  new s though! The 
Volunteers, V olunteer W ardens and staff 
con tinue to care for the countryside 
around  Dover and  Folkestone. If you are 
able to spend any tim e helping us please 
contact us at the office.

NEW LEAFLET COMING SOON
Look out for the new, full colour West­

ern  Heights leaflet that will be prin ted  
very  soon (availab le from  m id-July).
It gives inform ation about the history and 
wildlife o f the area.

GUIDED WALKS, BIKE RIDES 
AND GREEN ADVENTURES
Please look out for our sum m er pro­
gram m es that are available from  Tourist 
Inform ation Centres, libraries and directly 
from  us. Do encourage your friends and 
relatives to take part if they com e to visit 
you over the sum m er.

We look forward to seeing you sometime soon.
o


