
THE JANUARY MEETING
Reported by Derek Leach

ON 17 JANUARY AT THE FIRST MEETING of 
the Society in  the new  m illenn ium  and 
the new  cen tury  we were treated  to an  
app rop ria te  feast of two p resen ta tions 
given by respected senior m em bers of the 
Society, bo th  of whom  are experts in  th e ir 
field. The first was by Jack  Woolford 
taking us back to the first m illennium . 
Despite gain ing a double first in  History 
and  spending a lifetim e as a professional 
h is to rian , Jack  had  never m ade a 
p resen tation  to the Society before. On this 
special occasion he was supported by his 
th ree ch ildren  and  th e ir spouses. Jack was 
followed by Budge Adams, a life long  
Dovorian, a keen observer of the town's 
bu ild ings and  its people and  an  avid 
collector of local photographs who gave us 
glim pses of the town in  the last century.

A Thousand Years Ago: 
The End of the First Millennium 
A talk by Jack Woolford
Jack began by telling  us tha t there is no 
such th ing  as history:- only docum ents 
and  artefacts and  h istorians who w ant you 
to believe th e ir  explanations of cause and  
effect. As Lord Balfour said: Tt is no t 
h istory  w hich repeats itself bu t h isto rians 
who repeat one ano ther', though  th is 
should be qualified: 'Copying from  one 
book is cheating: copying from  two books 
is research'. Since Jack had  used twenty- 
two different sources including m any via 
the In tern e t he could no t be accused of 
cheating!

Jack told us tha t as far as B ritain  is 
concerned, w ritten  h istory  began w ith 
incorporation  in to  the Rom an Em pire 
between the first and  fifth centuries AD. 
Between the  tim e w hen  th e  Rom an 
legions w ithdrew  from  B ritain in  410 to 
defend Rome and  the last Rom an Em peror 
was deposed in  476, Angles and  Saxons, 
n o t to m e n tio n  Jutes, h ad  invaded, 
conquered and  occupied the south and

w ith in  two hundred  years dom inated  w hat 
was to becom e 'England ' a t the expense of 
the previous 'natives'.

An im p o rta n t in fluence  was the  
land ing  in  T hane t in  597AD of Pope 
G regory the  G reat's m issionary , 
Augustine.

C ontrol was in  p erp e tu a l d ispute 
betw een the  w arlords of Kent, Essex, 
Sussex, Mercia and N orthum bria etc. bu t 
th e ir com petition  to be top dog m ean t tha t 
eventually som eone would be top dog and 
incidentally  create a un ited  kingdom . In 
the eighth century, victory in  the wars for 
the kingship of England appeared to be 
going to Offa of Mercia, the m an  who 
caused the defensive dyke to be bu ilt 
against the Welsh. The title "Bretwalda" - 
overlord - was in  constant dispute.

At the end of the n in th  century  there 
was yet ano ther sequence of raids and 
invasions, followed by occupation  and 
conquest by the Vikings or Danes. Viking 
expansion m ay have been  triggered by 
global warm ing, w hich m elted the ice 
caps, facilitating island hopping.

By th is tim e England was invasion­
w orthy as a w ealthy co u n try  w ith  a
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1 4  healthy  balance of trade. Farm ing fertility  
m ade possible the production  of surplus 
food to m ain ta in  a ten th  of the population 
in  towns by the year 1000. There was a 
m arket for land  for u rban  investors w ith 
rural land  to sell. Every town had  a m in t 
and  coins were m inted, m elted down and 
re-m inted by the m illion. Danegeld, an  
early  stage in  the history of land  (not 
incom e) tax, tried  to buy off the Danes 
w hen valour failed. Not being stupid they 
cam e back for more.

Initially, in  the eighth century, the 
Vikings raided for loot: the m onasteries 
and  abbeys of Lindisfarne, Jarrow  and 
Iona, etc, were wealthy as well as holy. In  
the n in th  cen tury  some began to settle 
and  the Danelaw, w hich Alfred the Great 
had to recognise, and  to w hich he, too, 
paid Danegeld, covered possibly a th ird  of 
'Englalond'. Alfred's kingdom  of Wessex 
gradually, notably under Athelstan, took 
the lead in  the counter-offensive bu t the 
o th er k ingdom s co n tin u ed  to fight 
am ongst themselves.

In  the ten th  cen tury  the Holy Rom an 
alliance  of papacy  an d  em pire, of 
archbishops and bishops w ith kings and 
dukes was replicated in  England. In  973

Edgar was ano in ted  'k ing of all B ritain ' by 
Archbishop W ulfstan at h is coronation  in  
Bath, from  w hich the cu rren t coronation  
cerem ony  substan tia lly  derives. 
Successors, Edm und and  Edgar, Eadwig 
and  Ethelred were all 'kings of England', 
although in  955 Eadwig failed to appear at 
h is coronation  because he was in  bed w ith 
somebody's m other and  h er daughter at 
the sam e time!

So, in  999, the m illenn ium  in  England 
prospect was, short of m iracles, no th ing  to 

look forward to. King Ethelred, who 
succeeded because h is elder b ro ther 
Edward was m urdered in  978, faced 
the clim actic transition  from  D anish 
raids to D anish conquest. In  987 
Somerset and  Devon were raided, in  
981 E. Anglia and  Kent; Kent again 
in  991,994 and  999. Having ravaged 
N orthum bria and  the Isle of M an in  
the year 1000, E thelred paid  £24,000 
in  danegeld in  1002 and  then  caused 
Danes in  London to be massacred. 
Sweyn Forkbeard invaded in  1003 
and  in  1012 Essex and  E. Anglia 
changed sides. Ethelred, who had 
vain ly  sought n eu tra lity  from  
N orm andy by m arry ing  the Duke's 
sister, Emma, in  1002, fled there in  
1013, re tu rn ed  w hen King Sweyn 
died in  1014 and  died h im self in  1016 
w hen Canute becam e king, no t only 

of England bu t of m ost of Scandinavia too.
C onsequently  E thelred  had  a bad  

write-up in  the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle in  
1010: the Tferry Sutton of the day reported: 
'And w hen they were in  the east, the 
English arm y was kept in  the west. And 
w hen they were in  the south, our arm y 
was in  the north '. His wife, Em m a of 
Normandy, m arried  Cnut and  her sons by 
bo th  husbands inherited: H arold Harefoot 
by Canute and  Edward the Confessor by 
Ethelred.

The Danes - or Vikings - were no t nice 
people. Having extorted £48,000 danegeld 
in  1012, they pelted  Archbishop Alphege 
of C anterbury w ith bones and  ox-heads 
and  finished h im  off w ith an  axe. His font
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is in  River church. However, they accepted 
existing English boundaries including the 
divisions into shires and  hundreds (like 
the form er kingdom  of Kent) in  the n in th  
an d  te n th  cen tu ries  as well as th e ir  
coinage, courts, taxes, reeves, and  
eventually, churches and  priests. After the 
raids it was no t surprising  th a t there 
should have been  a m onastic revival in  
w hich they  were converted. Moreover, 
because they, too, spoke a dialect of Old 
G erm an they were ak in  to th e ir Anglo- 
Saxon subjects and  created a lazy m an 's 
lingua franca, English, w hich has little 
gram m ar and  no unbreakable rules.

W hat was life like for the 'com m on' 
people in  1000AD? In  about 1020 a scribe 
in  the  sc rip to riu m  at C an terbury  
produced the Julius Work Calendar which, 
m o n th  by m onth , depicts the  m ain ly  
agricultural activities th roughout the year.

A lthough they  were w orn out and  
arth ritic  by age 50, the m illion  or so 
Anglo-Saxons were tall and  healthy, w ith 
w orn b u t sound teeth. It was a very sm elly 
tim e, created  by b o th  an im als  and  
hu m a n s w ith  little  perso n a l hygiene.

Slavery existed and  serfdom where labour \  5 
was given to the local lord in  exchange for 
p ro tec tion . H ouses were w ooden and  
tha tched  w ith  holes for windows and  
chimneys.

As for diet, they had  no sugar; there 
was fish and  m eat - beef, m utton, pork, 
poultry, gam e and  venison; bacon, tripe, 
b lack pudding, sausages and  pies; fru it 
and  some vegetables (but no t spinach, 
broccoli, cauliflower, brussels, ru n n e r  
beans, potatoes or tom atoes). Tbbacco was 
no t to appear for several hundred  years.
Wine was produced and was no t m uch 
stronger th an  beer: sweet & porridgy but, 
un like water, safe because it was boiled. In  
the Domesday Book of 1086 there were 38 
vineyards south of Ely. Every year there 
was a hungry  tim e w hen stores of food had 
been  used and  before the new  harvest. 
There were feasts at Easter, W hitsun, 
Christm as and  at ploughing, harvest and  
haym aking tim es.

In  the au tu m n  there  was pannage 
w hen an im als were allowed to roam  freely 
to feed on acorns, beechnu ts  and  
chestnuts. There was h u n tin g  (but no
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rabbits pre-1066) for the rich  w hich was a 
useful tra in in g  for war.

Crazy bread was m ade from  poppies, 
hem p an d  darnel; hallucinogens were 
m ade from  ergot on rye; agrim ony was 
boiled in  m ilk  for virility; eggs, w ine and 
fennel were used for chilblains; ashes of 
b u rn ed  bees for baldness; leeches for 
bloodletting. Cauterising was perform ed 
w ith red ho t pokers and  trep an n in g  was 
practised - drilling  holes in  the skull to 
release evil spirits.

For en terta in m en t there was m usic 
and  gam es including chess, backgam m on 
and  noughts and  crosses.

W ith the tr iu m p h  of C hristianity  there 
were fine  church  bu ild ings an d  
m onasteries com plete w ith dorm itories, 
refectories, lib raries, ch ap te r houses, 
in f irm arie s  an d  scrip to rium . Leper 
hospitals existed. Domesday Book (1086) 
also records 5624 watermills.

In  concluding his detailed research 
w ith fifty-two illustrations, Jack com pared 
life now w ith life in  1000 and  concluded 
tha t there were obvious differences, but 
these were m ain ly  technological. Jack 
thought we should feel k insh ip  w ith and  
praise these unfam ous m en  and  w om en - 
the fathers and  m others th a t begat us.

A Dover Miscellany 
A talk by Budge Adams
The second speaker of the evening was 
Budge Adams who treated  the audience to 
ano ther selection from  his 1800 
photographs of Dover - m ostly 
taken during the past century  
w hich  Budge lived th rough  
except for the first ten  years. He 
exp lained  tha t, u n lik e  Jack  
Woolford, he was n o t an  
h is to rian , m ere ly  an  
an tiquarian .

Billed as a Dover Miscellany,
Budge took us first down the 
River Dour. Starting in  River we
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enjoyed views of the Dour by Crabble Corn \  7 
Mill, the river flood meadows at Buckland 
before the Conqueror Paper Mill was bu ilt 
and  several views of Buckland Bridge. He 
explained th a t the bridge is still in  essence 
th e  o rig in a l 1790 construc tion . The 
photographs included a deserted bridge 
except for lad ies in  th e ir  Edw ardian 
Sunday best walking in  com plete safety 
from  traffic, a horse bus and  a crowded 
scene do m in a ted  by tram s. The view 
dow nstream  from  the bridge had  hardly  
changed. Looking toward the Cherry Tree 
bridge we recognised the form er Co-op 
building, bu t the well-kept m arket gardens 
along  th e  riverside have long  since 
disappeared. Some recognised St Barnabas 
Church bu ilt in  the last cen tury  bu t never 
com pleted and  dem olished after the war. 
Budge then  took us to Charlton w ith a 
pho tog raph  show ing the  new ly-built 
C harlton  C hurch tow ering over the 
anc ien t Old Charlton Church, w hich was 
then  dem olished. We saw the Bridge Street 
bridge an d  w hat used  to be on the  
P ioneer/B & Q  site - no t only the Dover 
E ng ineering  Works w hich  m ade the  
world-famous GATIC m anhole covers, bu t 
the sm all terraced artisans' houses tha t 
m ade way for the works.

The river meadows of M aison Dieu 
Fields looked idyllic, bu t progress m ean t 
th a t Maison Dieu Road was bu ilt through 
th em  w ithou t ap p a ren tly  any  local 
knowledge, since, as we saw, w hen Budge 
was young the road was subject to frequent


