
rabbits pre-1066) for the rich  w hich was a 
useful tra in in g  for war.

Crazy bread was m ade from  poppies, 
hem p an d  darnel; hallucinogens were 
m ade from  ergot on rye; agrim ony was 
boiled in  m ilk  for virility; eggs, w ine and 
fennel were used for chilblains; ashes of 
b u rn ed  bees for baldness; leeches for 
bloodletting. Cauterising was perform ed 
w ith red ho t pokers and  trep an n in g  was 
practised - drilling  holes in  the skull to 
release evil spirits.

For en terta in m en t there was m usic 
and  gam es including chess, backgam m on 
and  noughts and  crosses.

W ith the tr iu m p h  of C hristianity  there 
were fine  church  bu ild ings an d  
m onasteries com plete w ith dorm itories, 
refectories, lib raries, ch ap te r houses, 
in f irm arie s  an d  scrip to rium . Leper 
hospitals existed. Domesday Book (1086) 
also records 5624 watermills.

In  concluding his detailed research 
w ith fifty-two illustrations, Jack com pared 
life now w ith life in  1000 and  concluded 
tha t there were obvious differences, but 
these were m ain ly  technological. Jack 
thought we should feel k insh ip  w ith and  
praise these unfam ous m en  and  w om en - 
the fathers and  m others th a t begat us.

A Dover Miscellany 
A talk by Budge Adams
The second speaker of the evening was 
Budge Adams who treated  the audience to 
ano ther selection from  his 1800 
photographs of Dover - m ostly 
taken during the past century  
w hich  Budge lived th rough  
except for the first ten  years. He 
exp lained  tha t, u n lik e  Jack  
Woolford, he was n o t an  
h is to rian , m ere ly  an  
an tiquarian .

Billed as a Dover Miscellany,
Budge took us first down the 
River Dour. Starting in  River we

Lower Road, River

enjoyed views of the Dour by Crabble Corn \  7 
Mill, the river flood meadows at Buckland 
before the Conqueror Paper Mill was bu ilt 
and  several views of Buckland Bridge. He 
explained th a t the bridge is still in  essence 
th e  o rig in a l 1790 construc tion . The 
photographs included a deserted bridge 
except for lad ies in  th e ir  Edw ardian 
Sunday best walking in  com plete safety 
from  traffic, a horse bus and  a crowded 
scene do m in a ted  by tram s. The view 
dow nstream  from  the bridge had  hardly  
changed. Looking toward the Cherry Tree 
bridge we recognised the form er Co-op 
building, bu t the well-kept m arket gardens 
along  th e  riverside have long  since 
disappeared. Some recognised St Barnabas 
Church bu ilt in  the last cen tury  bu t never 
com pleted and  dem olished after the war. 
Budge then  took us to Charlton w ith a 
pho tog raph  show ing the  new ly-built 
C harlton  C hurch tow ering over the 
anc ien t Old Charlton Church, w hich was 
then  dem olished. We saw the Bridge Street 
bridge an d  w hat used  to be on the  
P ioneer/B & Q  site - no t only the Dover 
E ng ineering  Works w hich  m ade the  
world-famous GATIC m anhole covers, bu t 
the sm all terraced artisans' houses tha t 
m ade way for the works.

The river meadows of M aison Dieu 
Fields looked idyllic, bu t progress m ean t 
th a t Maison Dieu Road was bu ilt through 
th em  w ithou t ap p a ren tly  any  local 
knowledge, since, as we saw, w hen Budge 
was young the road was subject to frequent



flooding by the swollen river.
Pencester Bridge cam e next, 
followed by a drawing from  
th e  bridge of St M ary's 
C hurch w ith  the  W estern 
H eights b e h in d  - com plete 
w ith its rounded top before 
having it sliced off for the 
fortifications! St. Jam es's new  
church, b u ilt a round  1860, 
gave Budge the opportun ity  to 
tell us tha t he was christened 
there and  was a choir boy 
un til he was sacked - he did 
n o t te ll us why! A lthough 
only receiving m in o r dam age 
during the Second World War, 
it was dem olished  because 
th e re  were v irtu a lly  no 
dwellings or residents left in  
the  p a rish  follow ing war 
damage.

A view of the river in  what 
is now Pencester Gardens and 
the Dieu Stone Lane Bridge 
took us on to St. Jam es' Lane, 
the presen t m ulti-storey car 
p ark  site, to a photograph of 
boys p lay ing  in  puddles.
Budge exp lained  th a t th is  
could well be h im self and a 
friend tha t he la ter pushed into the river 
over some difference of opinion. This 
becam e som ething of a habit since he also 
pushed a young rela tion  into the river, 
who had to be rescued, hung  upside down 
and  squeezed to get the water out! This 
area was also subject to flooding w hen 
Leney's Brewery would sandbag th e ir  
buildings. There were two m ore bridges - 
in  Flying Horse Lane and  Fishm onger's 
Lane - bo th  still there and  both  contain ing  
stone from  the medieval town walls. This 
river trip  finally  ended w ith several views 
of New Bridge, bu ilt in  1810. The original 
road was m ade of com pressed chalk and 
water and  the footscrapers outside every 
house were very necessary! We left the 
River Dour em ptying in to  the W ellington 
Dock at T h e  Bubbles'.

Budge was by no m eans finished. He 
showed us some 'in teresting  things'. There 
were some 1840 pencil line  drawings - 
from  Archcliffe looking in to  the harbour, 
the  seafron t in c lu d in g  the  E splanade 
buildings (dam aged during the War and  
dem olished) and  the North and  South 
p iers of the In n er Harbour. He told the 
story of the Dover H arbour Board m em ber 
who fell over on the decking of the North 
Pier w hen h is w alking stick w ent down a 
hole. Subsequently he gave m oney to the 
H arbour Board to provide incom e for the 
m a in te n an c e  of the  decking, w hich  
continued  u n til quite recently. An early  
subm arine in  the harbour w ith an  8 m an  
crew was unusual as was buying bread at 
C hittenden 's in  wartime. Bomb dam age 
m ean t tha t the bread had  to be baked in



Clark's Nusery, 
Maison Dieu Road

the basem ent and  
sold th ro u g h  its 
w indow  to cus­
tom ers on  the  
pavem ent.

The W arren 
provided a very 
personal story. He 
and  his wife often 
enjoyed w eekend 
cam ping  in  the 
Warren. W hen his
wife was expect­
ing th e ir first child she w anted to be in  the 
W arren. So they lived there th roughout the 
sum m er w ith Budge disappearing to work 
every day. W hen the baby was alm ost due, 
his, by now, enorm ous wife had  to be 
pulled up w ith some difficulty by Budge 
and  a friend  - w ith all th ree laughing the ir 
heads off! The healthy  baby was bo rn  3 
weeks later.

A d ifferen t story accom pan ied  the 
photograph of the p issoir w hich used to 
stand by Old St. Jam es's Church. It was 
th rea tened  w ith dem olition since it was in  
the way of the sports centre development. 
There was a move to save it and  erect it 
elsewhere. However, it is said th a t 
w orkm en were given in s tru c tio n s  to 
dem olish  an o th e r  u r in a l in  th e  area, 
w hich was no t in  the way of anything, and  
'm istakenly ' dem olished the p issoir by 
Old St. Jam es's.

At th is point, the tim e being 10.15 pm , 
the C hairm an called a halt despite cries 
for m ore and  ano ther cassette of slides 
available. The Society m em bers expressed 
th e ir delight w ith the presentation . This, 
coupled w ith Budge's obvious love for h is 
town and  the en joym ent he derives from  
sharing  h is  co llection  of pho tographs 
should m ean  ano ther p resen tation  soon. 
In  the m eantim e, Budge offered to show 
h is Dover slides to sm all groups at his 
home. This is an  offer we canno t refuse!

THE WINE AND WISDOM EVENING on St. 
V a le n tin e 's  Day, 2000, a t tra c te d  a n  
u n u su a lly  h ig h  n u m b e r  o f m em b ers  
a n d  friends. T here  w ere s ix teen  tab les o f 
team s o f six an d  th e  h a ll was m ore 
crow ded th a n  we have ever seen  it for 
th is  event.

As usual, Clive T&ylor was o u r quiz 
m a ste r  a n d  th e re  w ere n in e  rou n d s of 
questions, w ith  a n  o p tio n  o f p lay in g  the  
jo k e r  on  on e  o f th e m  to double th e  
score.

The w in n ers  o f th e  firs t prize, o f the  
coveted engraved glasses, was th e  te am  
NBGS, w ith  a fan tastic  score o f 84%. IWo 
team s tie d  for second  a n d  th ird  places, 
th e  D esperados a n d  th e  D efendan ts, 
each  w ith  79%. T hey  am icab ly  decided 
to  sh a re  th e  p riz e s  o f w in e  a n d  
chocolates.

O ur C h a irm a n , Je re m y  Cope, 
th a n k e d  Clive a n d  h is  team , for th e ir  
e x p e rt h a n d l in g  o f th e  qu iz , Jo a n  
L iggett for o rg an is in g  th e  event an d  
p rov id ing  th e  food a n d  M ike W eston for 
o rd erin g  a n d  serv ing  th e  drinks. He said  
th a t th e  Society w ould  be  m a k in g  a 
d o n a tio n  to  th e  Crabble C orn Mill, as it 
d id  each  y ea r o n  th is  occasion.

FEBRUARY MEETING 
and Wisdom

by Merril Lilley


