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"Water, Water Everywhere..."
 — — Jack Woolford ----------------------------  

Hosted by the Weald o f Kent
P ro tection  Society the  KFAS 
Autum n Conference at Bethersden 

on Sept 22nd could no t have been m ore 
topical. It was also un typical in  being 
addressed by no less than  six experts who, 
instead of delivering seven opinions, were 
v irtually  unanim ous.

Graham Warren of the E nvironm ent 
Agency said tha t Kent's recent flooding was 
unprecedented since records began in  the 
1760s, yet in  the  1980s an d  early  90s 
hosepipe bans were the topic in  a ten-year 
period of unprecedented drought. Experts 
had w arned of a prospective clim ate of 
increasing  extremes. Three quarters of 
Kent's low rainfall was lost by evaporation. 
Water resources should not be taken for 
granted, good housekeeping was essential. 
Half was abstracted for industry, agriculture 
and public supplies. The rest was left for 
nature - springs, streams, wetland areas.

Kent m a in ly  depended  on ground  
water from  wells and boreholes from  the 
North Downs. Rainfall incom e was beyond 
control bu t rainfall expenditure could be 
regulated  by flood contro l and  w ater 
supply  reservoirs, an d  by contro ls on 
consum ption. People were now prepared to 
pay m ore for environm ental m ain tenance 
bu t dem and was rising w ith econom ic 
growth, population  growth, m ore domestic 
water appliances and  gardens, and  lower 
house occupancy. A lthough m etering , 
leakage control and m ore p ruden t habits 
reduced consum ption  the  tren d  was 
upwards by 1% per annum . In the next 
decade the Environm ent Agency would 
improve flows in  the Darenth, the Little 
and  Great Stours, and  the Dour.

Climate change had always been w ith 
us via vulcanicity, orbital wobbles and

asteroid im pacts as well as m an-m ade 
changes, notably in  CO2 em issions which 
had caused tem peratures to rise especially 
since 1920. Rainfall had fluctuated less. 
The consensus of inform ed opin ion  for the 
SE was wetter w inters and hotter, drier 
sum m ers. A bstraction  would have to 
decrease because evaporation losses would 
increase. Consequently, so m ust w ater 
recycling.

Dr Elizabeth Street, form erly of KCC 
and  now a consultant and  m em ber of the 
Kent Flood Defence Committee, said tha t 
p lanners had been  wrongly blam ed for last 
w in ter's  floods for bu ild ing  too m any 
houses on the Upper Medway Catchm ent 
Area flood plain, w hich stretched into E. 
Sussex. From the 1970s the Environm ent 
Agency had  stipu la ted  th a t all houses 
should be two-storeyed in  case of flooding. 
Property owners were also responsible for 
th e ir  own flood p ro tec tion  b u t local 
au th o rities  had  frequen tly  refused 
p la n n in g  perm issions on flood plains. 
U nfortunate ly  the  b a rr ie r  provided at 
Yalding could not cope w ith 100 cubic 
m etres of water per second w hich was 
unprecedented. Climate change could have 
been to blame. Only a dam, which would 
be very expensive, would be adequate. Land 
left as formerly, for w inter meadows (and 
ice-skating) would help.

G raham  Setterfleld, a non-executive 
director of Mid Kent Water, spoke of the 
national perspective of water resources. 
Water and  san ita tio n  d iffe ren tia ted  
civilisation from  the Third World. Here in  
the UK regulation was strong. Since the 
privatisation in  1989, the E nvironm ental 
Agency, OFWAT (econom ics) and  the  
D rink ing  W ater Inspectorate  had  
strengthened regulation of water quantity,



8 quality  and  waste. The tw in  tracks of 
dem and  m an ag em en t an d  resource 
developm ent had  to be balanced  and  
because developing new resources was very 
difficult, the prio rity  had  to be dem and 
m anagem ent because there was no t any 
m ore water. This m ean t m etering  and  
tariffs, 10,000 m eters had been installed 
since April 2001. In 2000, OFWAT had 
reduced prices by 15% which m ay have 
given a wrong signal. Restrictions, though 
disliked by suppliers, were available. The 
Bewl reservoir was an  en v iro n m en ta l 
im provem ent bu t took 25 years to achieve. 
Leakage control was the highest in  the 
world and public tolerance of hose-pipe 
bans was very low. People bathed rather 
th a n  showered or showered for hours, 
bought m ulti-bath room ed  houses and  
m ade the 'in stan t' w ater-hungry gardens 
popularised on TV. The governm ent lacked 
a policy  on water. Ashford's housing  
projections were frightening.

Richard Alderton, Strategic P lanner for 
Ashford Borough Council, said th a t 
although the governm ent was consulting 
very widely w ith a host of authorities and 
interests, there was no p lanned  figure for 
Ashford's 'su sta inab le ' growth or its 
location, bu t w ith Milton Keynes, Stansted 
and  Thameside, it was one of the hot spots

to accom m odate the envisaged growth of 
the South East Region. Water, as well as 
land, was crucial bu t the governm ent spoke 
w ith forked tongue. Reduction of the cost of 
w ater was a recen t example. Ashford 
Borough C ouncil w ould like to be in  
contro l an d  had  com m issioned  m any  
env ironm en ta l, econom ic and  social 
studies to be com pleted by Xmas 2001. 
T hen  the Ashford popu la tion  m ust be 
asked w hat they would like, bearing in  
m ind  the changes of the last tw enty years. 
There would inevitably be a great increase 
of waste water. Designated AsONB, and 
SSSIs, etc, were untouchable. The flood 
p la in  defences had  worked extraordinarily  
well against the recent storms, and  the 
resu ltan t lakeside walks offered an  
a lternative  foo tpath  to pedestrians. 
However, w eather appeared to be getting 
worse. We m ust therefore use less water and 
use run-offs m ore sensibly.

O ther speakers for Mid Kent Water and  
the Kent Wildlife Trust concurred. The 
agreed scenario  was of increasing  
consum ption , increasing ly  u n ce rta in  
supplies and  the necessity for strict control 
of consum ption. There was no national 
policy and  to have perm itted  the recent 
reduction  of the  cost of w ater was 
crim inally  irresponsible.

The October Meeting
i i i i i i B i i i i n i  reported by Tessa George

At the first indoor meeting of the Autumn, on October 15th, we had three speakers. For 
the first part of the eveningf fames Summerfield and the Ibwn Mayor; Diane Smallwood, 
collaborated with talks on the subject of ‘Tbum and Goivn\ After the interval, the tenth 
Earl of Guilford gave a talk about his family and his estate, Waldershare Park.

'TOWN S' GOWN' THE ROLE OF Proper O fficer (a legal te rm ) of the
DOVER TDWN COUNCIL Council, is u n d e r a sta tu to ry  duty  to

ta-» r~\ ensure  th a t all th e  Town C ouncil's
—  JAMES SUMMERFIELD functions are p ro p erly  perfo rm ed  in
As D eputy  Town Clerk, Jam es accordance w ith the relevant law. He is
Sum m erfield supports and  deputises for required, for example, to give appropriate
the Ibw n Clerk, Robert Bailey, who, as the notice of Ibw n Council m eetings and  of


