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THE COACH W HICH LEFT P encester 
Road, Dover, a t 6.30am  on  Saturday, 

1st S eptem ber ca rrie d  45 passengers, 
m ade up  o f abou t h a lf  Dover Society 
m e m b ers  a n d  h a lf  w ho h a d  boo k ed  
th ro u g h  Dover Tbwn C ouncil, in c lu d in g  
th e  Mayor, D iane Sm allwood, a n d  the  
Tbwn Clerk, R obert Bailey.

T ravelling on  Le Shuttle we m ade 
good tim e  w ith  o n ly  one co m p la in t 
from  passengers. The to ilets 
a t o u r en d  o f th e  tra in  w ere 
closed because they  h ad  n o t 
b e e n  c lea n ed . A p p a re n tly  
th is  o p e ra tio n  is o n ly  
p e rfo rm ed  a t th e  Calais en d  
of th e  line! T hose in  n eed  
w alked th e  17 carriages to th e  
o th e r en d  o f th e  tra in .

We c h a tte d  o r dozed  
th ro u g h  th e  fla t F re n ch  
coun try side  in to  B elguim  an d  
arrived, s ligh tly  late, a t ou r 
ren d ezv o u s in  Zeebrugge, 
w here we w ere g ree ted  by  o u r 
gu ide for th e  m o rn in g , Je a n  
P ie rre  Van le  P lancke,
Secretary  of th e  local society, 
Feestcom ite de Brugge.

O ur firs t experience  was 
to view  a n  a rray  of g igan tic  
d in o sa u rs  a t th is  y e a r 's  
a n n u a l Sand Festival on  th e  
b each  a t Zeebrugge. V isitors 
follow  en o rm o u s  fo o tp rin ts  
a ro u n d  th e  extensive d isp lay  
o f san d  scu lp tures. As well as 
a c tu a l d in o sa u rs , th e  
scu lp tu res in c lu d e  th e  'K ing

of Rock, E lv issaurus' an d  th e  'Q ueen  of 
Pop, M ad o n n ad o n t', w hile  above th e m  
all towers a T-Rex d in o sau r a ro u n d  14 
m etres  ta ll, ( th e  h e ig h t o f a 7-storey 
b u ild in g ) . V isito rs w an d e r a t w ill 
a ro u n d  th e  paths, th ro u g h  th e  g ia n t 
sc u lp tu re s  a n d  c h ild re n  have a n  
o p p o rtu n ity  to try  th e ir  h a n d  a t m a k in g  
th e ir  own c rea tio n s in  huge sand  p its  
designed  ju s t for them .

Sand sculptures at Zeebrugge

Children can make their own sculptures



The T-Rex dinosaur

Joan answers questions

T he san d  used  for th e  scu lp tu res is 
n o t b each  san d  b u t r iv er sand, b ro u g h t 
from  th e  River Maas, because it  is m u ch  
f irm e r  a n d  m o re  su itab le  fo r th e  
purpose.

We basked  in  th e  w elcom e su n sh in e  
a n d  sipped  B elgian coffee before we 
w ere su m m o n ed  to th e  coach  for o u r 
to u r o f th e  tow n. T his proved to be  a 
fasc in a tin g  g lim pse of Zeebrugge, w h ich  
we h ad  n o t expected. F irst we v isited  th e  
p o rt, w h ere  th e  te rm in a l  h a s  b e e n  
extended. It is very  busy  w ith  fre igh t 
fe rries  to th e  UK a n d  a cru ise  te rm in a l, 
w here R enaissance 7 was in  po rt. O ur 
gu ide sa id  th a t m u c h  of ou r ro u te  lay  
over rec la im ed  land . W here we w ere 
d riv ing  h a d  once b ee n  th e  sea. It was 
qu ite  ee rie  to be to ld  tha t. 'H ere  was th e  
site o f th e  Zeebrugge Raid... h e re  was th e  
Mole, (w ith  a sm a ll p a r t  s till

r e m a in in g !) ...  h e re  th e  p la c e  19 
w h ere  th e  V in d ic tiv e  was 
m oored!... h e re  th e  can al w here 
th e  b lock  sh ips w ere sunk!' All 
th is  is now  p a r t o f a m o d e rn  port.
We p assed  a n av a l base, a 
m a ritim e  m useum , th e n  stopped  
o n  th e  q u ay sid e  o f th e  n ew  
m a rin a  for a free coffee a t a sm all 
b a r  there.

Back to  th e  coach  for m o re  
in fo rm a tio n  on  th e  sm all tow n 
( th e  p o p u la tio n  is o n ly  4000).
O ur g u ide  w as M ario , also  a 
m e m b er of th e  Feestcom ite, who, 
w ith  h is  w ife an d  daughter, lived 
in  Zeebrugge a n d  w orked in  th e  
b a n k  th e re . We p assed  th e  
F ish e rm a n 's  Cross, a m e m o ria l to 
f ish e rm e n  lo st a t sea, a n d  th e  rose 
garden  w ith  a m e m o ria l to  those 
lost in  th e  Zeebrugge Raid. We 
p a u se d  fo r a g rea t v iew  of 
B lankenberge, th e  beach  a n d  th e  
sea w ith  sh ips an d  ferries leav ing  
th e  p o rt; p a s t th e  old, lis te d  
P alace H otel, now  a p a rtm en ts ; 
p as t th e  b ra n d  new  sta tion , on ly  
100 yards from  th e  beach , a g rea t 

b o o n  for v isito rs to th e  Sand Festival an d  
a g rea t p rid e  o f th e  town; a n d  f in a lly  set 
off for Brugge, ju s t 16 k ilo m etres  away.

O n arriv a l we w ere m e t by  A drian, 
w ho w as th e  P re s id e n t o f th e  
F ees tco m ite  de Brugge. A d rian  a n d  
M ario  ac te d  as a gu ides in  th e  
a fte rn o o n . But firs t o n  th e  agenda was 
lu n c h  a t th e  floa ting  re s ta u ra n t o f th e  
'H o te l de Barge'. This, inevitably, took  
som e tim e  fo r o u r  p a r ty  o f 45 
D ovorians. The M ayor o f Dover m ade a 
speech , as d id  A d rian , o u r  host, 
c e m e n tin g  th e  f rie n d sh ip  betw een  th e  
tw o soc ie ties . M ario , w ho h a d  h is  
teenage  d au g h ter w ith  h im , sat on  o u r 
ta b le  so we v a l ia n tly  p ra c tise d  o u r 
F rench.

A fter lu n c h  we h a d  a ch o ice  o f 
jo in in g  A drian  a n d  M ario for a two h o u r  
gu ided  w alk  o r m a k in g  ou r ow n way. We
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w ere to re tu rn  to th e  coach  by  6pm . As 
we w ere assu red  we could  jo in  th e  w alk 
for p a r t  o f th e  way, we d id  ju s t tha t, 
stay ing  w ith  th e  guides for a n  h o u r  o r so 
a n d  th e n  s trik in g  off to look  a t th e  shops 
in  th e  c ity  centre. The day was very  
w arm  w ith  te m p e ra tu re s  n e a r  th e  
e igh ties a n d  it was p le asa n t to sit in  the  
tow n  square , s ip p in g  a la g e r  a n d  
w atch ing  th e  w orld go by. T here  was n o t 
su ffic ien t tim e  to v isit m u seu m s o r take 
a can a l tr ip , o f course, b u t tim e  eno u g h  
to  get a flavour o f th is  b eau tifu l old city.

O ur co ach  m a d e  good tim e  to  
S andgatte b u t on  arriv a l th e re  we found  
delays an d  queues to  get th ro u g h  the  
tu n n e l. Eventually , we a rrived  in  Dover 
two h o u rs  la te r  th a n  ou r schedu led  tim e, 
th e  on ly  u n fo rtu n a te  h a p p e n in g  to m a r 
w hat was, otherw ise, a fan tastic  day.

Jo a n  h a s  excelled  h e rs e lf  th is  
su m m er in  o rg an is in g  a series of very  
successfu l tr ip s . She is to  be  
congra tu la ted .

The Green Quay

The main square


