
Dover's Turnpike Roads
Th e  R o m a n s  w ere  

g re a t  ro a d  b u ild e rs , 
c o n s tru c tin g  sco res o f 
m ile s  o f f in e  carriagew ays, th e  
fo u n d a tio n s o f m a n y  o f w h ich  are  still 
th e  basis  o f m a n y  o f ou r m o d e rn  roads, 
y et u n til  th e  18th ce n tu ry  little  rea l 
h ighw ay c o n s tru c tio n  was done.

From  m edieval tim es onw ards roads 
w ere l i t t le  m o re  th a n  ro u g h  tra c k s  
lead in g  from  one v illage to th e  n ex t a n d  
to th e  n ea rb y  tow n. All m a in te n a n c e  
was th e  re s p o n s ib ili ty  o f each  
in d iv id u al p a r ish  a n d  u su a lly  involved 
little  m ore  th a n  th e  d u m p in g  o f a few 
ca rt loads o f gravel to 
the  w orst p laces from  
tim e  to  tim e . Such 
th ro u g h  traffic  as th e re  
was h ad  to m ake th e  
b es t o f a b a d  job , 
f re q u e n tly  m a k in g  
detours ro u n d  specia lly  
dangerous p laces, an d  
th is  h a b it was th e  cause 
o f m a n y  o f th e  bends 
a n d  k in k s  still to h e  
se en  o n  o u r  p re s e n t 
roads. T hey  w ere 
u su a lly  th ic k  in  cloy ing  
m u d  in  w in te r  a n d  in  
su ffo c a tin g  d u st in  
sum m er. T u rn p ik es 
w ere in tro d u c e d  by  
P a rlia m en t in  th e  la tte r  
p a r t  o f th e  17th century , 
w h en  p e rm iss io n  was 
given to w ealthy  la n d  
o w ners o r g ro u p s  o f f in a n c ie r s  to  
enclose len g th s  of ro ad  w ith  gates, b r in g  
th e m  up  to  a reaso n ab le  s tan d ard  an d  
th e n  charge traffic  to use th em . It was, 
in  effect tra n sfe rr in g  th e  m a in te n a n c e  
o f th e  ro ad s  fro m  th e  in d iv id u a l 
p a rish es  to th e  users o f them .

Such stretches of road  w ere called

tu rn p ik e s , th e  w ord  
tu rn p ik e  re fe rrin g  to th e  
p ik e  o r shaft in  th e  h in g e  

o f th e  enc lo sing  gates a t each  en d  o f th e  
m a in ta in e d  leng th . Dover, th e  p r in c ip a l 
p o r t for th e  c o n tin e n t was co n n ec ted  to 
L ondon  by  tu rn p ik e s  for a lm o s t its 
en tire  le n g th  by  1753, o n ly  th e  sm all 
le n g th  b e tw e en  B arh am  D ow ns a n d  
C an te rb u ry  n o t b e in g  so trea ted .

Dover's p r in c ip a l tu rn p ik e , lead ing  
from  th e  tow n to L ondon, s ta rted  a t th e  
ju n c tio n  of L ondon Road an d  Bridge 
Street. T his was called  Paul's Corner, 
a n d  th e  b u ild in g  a t th e  c o rn e r  there,

opposite  to th e  Eagle, was erected  on  th e  
old  b u ild e r 's  y ard  w here stone, b a llas t 
a n d  o th e r m a te ria ls  for th e  use of th e  
m e n  w ork ing  on  th e  road, as far as 
B uckland  Bridge, w ere stored. At th is  
corner, ou tside th e  'Eagle ' in n , stood th e  
to ll gate to co n tro l en tra n c e  to w hat is 
now  th e  L ondon Road.

by Ivan Green

The junction of London Road and Bridge Street called Paul's Corner. This was the 
first gate on the Dover-Canterbury-London turnpike which started here. The 
building on the extreme right was built on land first used for the storage of ballast 
and other materials for the construction of the road. Later, it was cleared and the 
present shop was built.



N ear th e  B uckland  en d  of L ondon 
Road stood th e  fin e  old  in n  called  T he 
Bull, w h ich  still survives. T his was th e  
firs t o r th e  fin a l stag ing  post for coaches 
trave lling  to an d  from  Dover. For m a n y  
y ea rs  i t  ex h ib ite d  a h a n g in g  s ig n  
dep ic tin g  a ra m p a n t bu ll. O n one side of 
th e  sign  was th e  w arn in g  
THE BULL IS TAME1, SO FEAR HIM NOT,
AS LONG AS YOU DO PAY YOUR SHOT'
O n th e  o th e r  side o f th e  sign  is 
WHEN MONEY'S GONE AND CREDIT'S BAD,
IT'S THAT WHICH MAKES THE BULL RUN MAD'.

From  th e  Bull th e  travelle r h ad  to 
ford th e  river, now  covered by  B uckland  
Bridge, a n d  b e a r  left to C rabble H ill. Up 
C rabble H ill, a few yards beyond  th e  
p re se n t Gate In n , stood th e  second  to ll 
gate, th e  gate k eep er 's  house b e in g  on  
th e  low er side. T his in n  was a favourite

h a lt for m a n y  travellers to Dover afte r 
they  h ad  passed  th ro u g h  th e  gate an d  for 
m a n y  years i t  h as  exh ib ited  a h an g in g  
sign  w h ich  showed a gate on  b o th  sides. 
O n one side was th e  w ord ing  
THIS GATE HANGS HIGH,
AND HINDER NONE.
REFRESH AND PAY, AND TRAVEL ON

O n th e  Dover side was

I'M MUCH REFRESHED,
HERE TAKE YOUR PAY
BE SURE VLL CALL ANOTHER DAY'

T he ro ad  c o n tin u es  from  th e  p re se n t 
traffic  lights, w here th e  le ft h a n d  road  
leads dow n to River. The tu rn p ik e  road, 
called  U pper River Road, passes o n  to 
K earsney w ith  th e  Old P ark  H ill on  th e  
rig h t an d  th e n  th ro u g h  th e  u p p e r  p a r t  o f 
Tem ple Ewell. W hitfield  H ill was th e n  
o n ly  a little  used  rough  farm  track . 
U pper River Road was com plete ly  b u ilt 
th e n  from  a little  used  track . It was a 
long  h a rd  p u ll for th e  horses u p  to 
B arham  D owns a n d  th ro u g h  a tu rn p ik e  
gate there, b u t a m ile  fu rth e r  on  was th e  
firs t halt, a t w hat was th e n  the  H alf Way 
House, now  u n fo rtu n a te ly  renam ed .

H ere th e  horses w ere changed, th e  
old g roup  b e in g  fed 
an d  rested, la te r  to 
w ait to take a coach 
fro m  C a n te rb u ry  
dow n to Dover. T his 
stre tch  of tu rn p ik e , 
ac ross B a rh am
D owns to Bridge, was 
a lm o s t co m p le te ly  
new ly  b u ilt ,  to 
c o m p le te  th e
tu rn p ik e  to London. 
It was o p e n e d  in  
1791.

In  1763 a new  road  
from  Dover to Folke­
stone was g ran te d  by 
P arliam en t. T his le ft 
Dover a t a p o in t n e a r  
A rchcliffe  Fort a n d  
passed  west-wards up  

th e  old K ings H ighw ay over th e  cliff, 
an d  dow n in to  th e  valley beyond  th e  
P lough  In n , fro m  w h en ce  i t  p assed  
th ro u g h  C apel to Folkestone.

In  1783 th e  old  road  from  A rchcliffe 
Fort over th e  cliff was ab a n d o n ed  a n d  a 
new  cu t was m ade, up  th e  Folkestone 
Road to th e  E lm s Vale tu rn in g , w here  a



to ll gate across th e  Folkestone Road was 
acco m p an ied  by  th e  gate k eep er 's  house 
on  th e  tr ia n g le  of la n d  a t th e  ju n c tio n  of 
th e  two roads. F rom  th e re  th e  new  p iece  
o f ro a d  p assed  w estw ards th ro u g h

The junction of the Folkestone Road with Elms Vale Road, the site of the turnpike 
gate. The present house there was built on the site of the original gate keeper's 
cottage. Note the position of the horse trough.

A fine old print of the turnpike gate at the top of Castle Hill. The gate keeper's cottage is 
on the right, and the gate keeper himself is taking the fee from the horseman.

Pedestrians were not charged. They passed through the posts beside the gate.

M axton to jo in  th e  o rig in a l ro ad  b eyond  
th e  P lough  In n .

T he Dover, D eal a n d  S andw ich  
tu rn p ik e  dates from  1797. It led  up  
L aureston  P lace an d  th e n  up  th e  old 

Castle H ill Road to th e  
top  of th e  h ill, to n e a r  
th e  tu rn in g  to G uston. 
O ld C astle H ill R oad 
was a steep  an d  n arro w  
s tre tc h  o f h il l  w h ich  
was a g rea t p ro b lem  for 
co ach es a n d  h ea v ily  
la d en  wagons. Tfeams of 
ad d itio n a l trace  horses 
w ere k e p t in  a s tab le  
in  A shen  Tree Lane, to 
be h ire d  for th e  ascen t 
o f th e  h ill , w h en  
necessary.

T he illu s tra tio n  shows 
th e  to ll gate a t th e  top 
of th e  h ill, w h ich  was 
s itu a te d  n e a r  th e  
p re se n t ro ad  up  to the  
C a n n o n  G ate o f th e  
castle. The ho rse  r id e r  

is pay ing  h is due 
to th e  gate keeper, 
w hose lit tle  house 
is show n on  th e  
righ t. P ed es trian s  
w ere n o t charged.

F rom  th is  gate 
th e  road  led  on  to 
th e  D eal Road, 
now  designated  as 
th e  A258, a n d  
th e re  was a n o th e r  
to ll gate n e a r  th e  
p re s e n t  S w ingate  
In n , its site b e in g  
m a rk e d  b y  th e  
p re s e n t  s lig h t 
k in k  in  th e  road  
there. The stre tch  
o f road  from  there, 
th e  p re se n t A258, 
as far as th e  cross 
ro a d  le a d in g  to

23



24 M artin  M ill a n d  St M argaret's  was a new  
se c tio n  cu t by  th e  tu rn p ik e  m akers. T he 
o r ig in a l road , b e fo re  th e  tu rn p ik e  
cu ttin g  is now  designated  as th e  B258, 
passing  th ro u g h  West Cliffe. F u rth e r  on  
tow ards W alm er is th e  Five Bells In n , so 
n a m e d  afte r th e  bells in  th e  tow er o f th e  
n e a rb y  p a r is h  ch u rc h . It was a n  
im p o r ta n t  s to p p in g  p la ce  o n  th e  
tu rn p ik e , a n d  offered  a change o f horses 
a n d  stab ling  a n d  food for m a n  an d  
beast. N earby was a b lack sm ith 's  shop, 
w here trave lle rs ' ho rses could  be reshod, 
a very  n ecessary  convenience.

The road  on  th ro u g h  W alm er an d  
D eal to Sandw ich, is beyond  th e  scope of 
th is  p re se n t article .

In  1798 th e  road  u p  L aureston  P lace 
an d  th e  Old Castle H ill was sh u t a n d  a 
new  cu t was m ade from  U pm arket. T his 
p rov ided  a w ider road  w ith  a sligh tly  
eas ie r g rad ien t. It was o f p a r tic u la r  
im p o rta n ce  a t th a t tim e  w hen  th e re  was 
m u c h  d efen ce  a c tiv ity  in  th e  a re a  
because o f a th re a te n e d  invasion  by  th e  
F rench . As soon as th is  new  section  of 
th e  road  was com ple ted  it was h an d e d  
over to th e  Dover,
D eal an d  Sandw ich 
road  trustees.

In  1801 th e  
Dover, W hitfie ld ,
W aldershare, E astry  
a n d  Sandw ich road  
was fo rm ed . T h is 
sta rted  a t K earsney 
a n d  tu rn e d  u p  
W h itfie ld  H ill, 
w h ich  b efo re  th a t  
t im e  h a d  b e e n  
m e re ly  a ro u g h  
ca ttle  tra c k  a n d  
c o n tin u ed  for m ost 
of its way on  th e  site 
of th e  p re se n t A256.

T here  have b ee n  
considerab le  rec en t 
a l te ra t io n s  to  th is  
road, esp ec ia lly  a t 
th e  ro u n d a b o u t a t

th e  top  o f W hitfield  H ill, w here th e  old 
ro ad  has b e e n  e lim in a te d  by  re c e n t 
w ork  w hen  th e  A2 was bu ilt. At th is  
p o in t  th e  o ld  to ll ga te  h o u se  s till 
survived u n til  th e  ro ad  w orks forced its 
dem olition .

T he gate ou tside th e  Eagle a t th e  
ju n c tio n  o f L ondon Road and, Bridge 
Street was dem olished  in  1855, a n d  th e  
gate by  th e  Gate In n  on  C rabble H ill was 
b o u g h t by  th e  C orpo ra tion  in  1871 for 
£10 a n d  used  for a sh o rt tim e  to co llect 
one o f th e  tow n 's taxes, th e  Coal Dues, 
b u t soon  afterw ards it  was dem olished . 
The gate a t th e  E lm s Vale tu rn in g  was 
th e  last su rv iv ing  gate in  th e  Dover 
d istric t, u n til  it an d  th e  gate k eeper's  
ho u se  w ere d em o lish e d  a n d  a local 
worthy, M ajor Lawes, erected  a p a ir  of 
v illas on  th e  th ree  co rn e red  site. H e also 
p laced  a ho rse  d rin k in g  tro u g h  a t th e  
ju n c tio n  on  th e  site o f th e  p re se n t bus 
w a itin g  she lte r. T h is  tro u g h  s till 
survives a n d  can  be  seen  in  th e  M arket 
Square.

P a rlia m en t's  TUrnpike Act of 1823 
u n if ie d  all th e  p rev ious acts in to  a

The last remains of the gate keeper's cottage, which stood at the top of Whitfield Hill.



sing le u n it, an d  from  th a t tim e  efforts 
w ere m a d e  to  d is c o n tin u e  th e m  
w herever possible.

Several codicils are  necessary.
T his in fo rm a tio n  has resu lted  from  

th e  study  o f m a n y  d iffe ren t d ocum en ts  
a n d  th ey  do n o t always agree on  specific 
d e ta ils  o r exact dates, b u t  th e  
in fo rm a tio n  given h e re  is as accu ra te  as 
is possible. T he dates given 
a re  th o se  o n  w h ich  
P a r l ia m e n t gave its
approval. T he date of th e  
c o m p le tio n  o f a n y
tu rn p ik e  was a t le a s t a 
year, so m e tim e s  several 
years later.

M e n tio n  h a s  b e e n  
m ade o f U pm arket. T his is 
th e  tr ia n g u la r  o p en  space 
w here th e  b o tto m  of Castle 
H ill Road, L aureston  Place,
A sh en  Tree L ane a n d  
W oolcom ber S treet m eet.
H ere was th e  site o f Dover's 
second  m arke t, very  m u ch  
h a te d  b y  th e  to w n 's  
a u th o ri tie s . T he m a in  
m a rk e t, in  th e  M arke t 
Square, was closely  c o n ­
tro lle d  b y  th e  tow nsfo lk  
a n d  its  ac tiv itie s , 
co n tro lled  by  th e  M arket 
Bell, gave very  p re fe ren tia l 
t r e a tm e n t to th e  people.
T he U p m ark e t, p ro b ab ly  
u n d e r  th e  p ro tec tio n  o f th e  
castle  however, was very  
m u c h  a f re e la n c e  
o p e ra tio n  o u ts id e  th e  
tow n 's co n tro l an d  co u n try  
people, b r in g in g  in  th e ir

The old horse trough which stood at 
the junction of Folkestone Road and 
Elms Vale Road. Many of these 
appeared on principal roads, as acts of 
charity, to refresh the thousands of 
horses who toiled ceaselessly on the 
turnpike roads.

Fortunately it still survives, but is 
now situated in the Market Square.

poultry , vegetables a n d  f ru it for sale, 25 
o ften  p re fe rred  to p a tro n ise  th is  little  
m a rk e t, o u ts ide  th e  tow n  w alls a n d  
o u ts id e  th e  to w n 's  ju r is d ic t io n  a n d  
contro l. T here  was n o th in g  th e  tow n 
au th o ritie s  could  do abou t th e  m atter, 
however, a n d  U p m ark e t survived there, 
a lth o u g h  in  a sm all way, u n til  th e  ea rly  
n in e te e n th  cen tury .

This is the site of the old Upmarket which survived for centuries, in spite of the 
enmity of the Corporation, who were unable to control it, since it was outside 
their jurisdiction. At the centre is the base of Castle Hill, the new cut to the 
castle made in 1798.


