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In  a G reen P aper th e  DTLR (D ept of 
T ransport, Local Govt & R egions) 
p ro p o ses fu n d a m e n ta l ch an g es in  

p la n n in g  to  sp eed  u p  d ev e lo p m e n t, 
e spec ia lly  for business, by  ab o lish in g  
C oun ty  S truc tu re P lans a n d  Local P lans, 
in c re as in g  th e  pow ers o f th e  S ecretary  of 
S tate a n d  p la n n in g  in sp e c to rs  a n d  
red u c in g  those  o f s ta tu to ry  consu ltees 
in c lu d in g  e n v iro n m e n ta l  a n d  w ate r 
au th o rities . P la n n in g  pow er goes to  th e  
new  E ng lish  R egions (eg th e  South East 
R eg ion) w hose a ssem b lie s  a re  
n o m in a te d  an d  com posed  o f m em b ers  
w hose officers in  R egional D evelopm ent 
A genc ies (SEEDA a n d  GOSE) a re  
g o v e rn m e n t a p p o in te e s . Below  th e se  
w ill be  Local D evelopm ent Fram ew orks 
( in c lu d in g  're a l c o m m u n ity  p a r t ic i 
p a tio n ')  w ith  a n n u a l s ta tem en ts  a n d  3- 
y ea r Reviews o f Core Policies. T he DTLR 
also p roposes to speed  u p  a n d  ch e ap e n  
p la n n in g  fo r 'm a jo r  in f ra s tru c tu re  
p ro jec ts ' by  re s tr ic tin g  local in q u ir ie s  to 
m a tte rs  o f deta il only. T he Secretary  of 
State w ill designate  th e m  for debate in  
b o th  H ouses o f P arliam en t, a fte r w h ich  
th e  in q u iry  w ill b e  tim e-tab led . T he 
e x is tin g  system  c a n  a d m itte d ly  be  
faulted . A fter six years o f p re p a ra tio n  
th e  Dover Local P lan , a lread y  ou tdated , 
is still n o t adopted . However, o b stru c tio n  
is n o  less lik e ly  in  P arliam en t, a n d  Local 
P la n n in g  F ram ew orks, w h ic h  a re  to  
in c lu d e  ac tio n  p la n s  for tow n centres, 
n e ig h b o u rh o o d s a n d  villages, m ay  be

slowed dow n by  staff shortages 
a n d  f in a n c ia l deficits, n o t to 
m e n tio n  b a rr is te rs  a n d  extra- 
leg a l p ro te s te rs  o n  site. 
'Sw am py' is n o t dead.

M eanw hile we w onder 
how  m a n y  m o re  a m u se m e n t 
cen tres  th e  local m a rk e t w ill 
b e a r  a n d  if  th e  W estern  
H e ig h ts  R esid en ts ' A ssoc
ia t io n  w ill d e fe a t rev ived  
h o u sin g  p roposa ls a t B reeden. 
We w onder if  th e  H ea th fie ld  
H om e Zone, w h ich  h as  KCC 

back ing , w ill succeed in  c losing  th e  rat- 
ru n  b u t force ex isting  resid en ts  to  p a rk  
elsew here. Dover Town C ouncil an d  th e  
Dover Society su p p o rt th e  o p p o n en ts  o f 
th e  schem e. We also su p p o rt th e  Ib w n  
C ouncil's  d e te rm in a tio n  to m a in ta in  a 
Dover Ib w n  G uide an d  n o t m erge it in to  
a D is tr ic t G uide. T he p ro p o se d  
im p ro v e m e n t to  O sw ald Passage is 
adm irab le .

We w elcom e th e  D istric t C ouncil's  
dec ision  to tran sfo rm  th e  W hite Cliffs 
E x p e r ie n c e  in to  a d iscovery  c e n tre  
because  it w ill p r im a rily  b e n e f it th e  
local co m m u n ity  (an d  s tren g th en  th e  
case for th e  re tu rn  of bus services to th e  
M ark e t S quare) as w ill a lso  th e  
ex te n s io n  o f th e  H eritag e  E co n o m ic  
R e g e n e ra tio n  S chem e. We a re  also  
involved  in  th e  C o m m u n ity  S trategy 
R e g en e ra tio n  Schem e, a p p la u d in g  its 
objectives b u t som ew hat scep tical abou t 
th e  ach iev em en t o f its ta rge ts given th e  
D is tr ic t 's  f in a n c ia l  s tra its , n o t  to  
m e n tio n  p o ss ib le  c lash es w ith  th e  
fo rth c o m in g  Local D ev e lo p m e n t 
F ram ew ork.

We n o te  th e  ava ilab ility  o f SEEDA 
resources for a co m b in ed  h o u sin g  a n d  
in d u s tria l red ev elo p m en t o f th e  (n o n 
lis ted ) B uck land  P aper M ill a n d  aw ait 
results, as we do also from  th e  new  
p ro p o sa ls  to  red u c e  c o n g e s tio n  in  
Tbwnwall S treet a n d  th e  p ro m ise d  five 
developers' schem es for St. Jam es a n d  
York Street.


