
COWGATE CEMETERY
------  Clearance Project

Report from Hugh & Lesley Gordon

Both team s have ach ieved  a great deal 
sin ce w e began  th is project in  March 
2001.

In it ia l ly  th e  w ork  was ex tre m ely  
hard , as m o st o f th e  grass a n d  sh rubs 
w ere cu t by  h an d , re su ltin g  in  a few 
backaches am o n g  th e  m a in ly  'sen io r ' 
vo lun teers, a n d  th e  p rospec ts o f even 
c lea rin g  o u r a lloca ted  p lo ts  looked  dim . 
However, th e  WCCP w ere p revailed  u p o n  
to  allow  th e  use o f pow er s tr im m ers  a n d  
th e  d iffe re n c e  h a s  a lre a d y  p roved  
am azing . Those w ho have n o t a lread y  
viewed th e  site since  we b eg an  shou ld  do 
so. O ne can  ac tu a lly  see th e  gravestones!

T hursday 's  'W onder W orkers' (w hom  
Je re m y  p am p ers  w ith  te a  a n d  b iscu its) 
have c a rrie d  ou t m o st o f th e  clearance, 
b u t Saturday 's 'S logging Slaves', w ho are  
few er in  n u m b e r, have also  d o n e  
ex trem ely  well. The co m b in ed  resu lt is 
qu ite  rem a rk a b le  a n d  we have m an ag ed  
to  c lea r p a rts  o f th e  n e ig h b o u rin g  plots, 
p lu s  th e  overgrow n s trip  betw een  the  
low er p a th  a n d  th e  b o u n d a ry  wall.

Je re m y  Cope, B a rry  Late a n d  
M ichael Jukes, w ith  th e ir  strim m ers, 
have done s te rlin g  w ork, as h as  M artyn  
B urton, w ho w ith  h is  fire -ra ising  skills, 
tru s ty  axe a n d  strong  a rm  h as d isposed  
of m u c h  o f th e  re su lta n t debris.

T here  are  still som e self-seeded trees 
a n d  sh rubs to be  cu t back, so an y  new  
v o lu n te e rs  w ill b e  v e ry  w elcom e to 
com e a n d  assist. (D ates a n d  tim es  are 
posted  on  o u r W ebsite). A fter th is  year 's  
sp rin g  cu t ( th e  grass w ill be  allow ed to 
grow  for h ay  d u rin g  th e  su m m er) it 
shou ld  o n ly  be  n ecessary  to  ca rry  ou t 
m a in te n an c e , to keep  th e  p lo ts free of 
ivy  a n d  o th e r  u n d es irab le  growths.

We envisage th a t once we have ou r 
ow n p lo ts  u n d e r  con tro l, we w ill m ove

on  to  those  n e ig h b o u rin g  p lo ts  w h ich  
have n o t yet b e e n  dea lt w ith. So th e  
p ro sp e c ts  a re  th a t  th is  p ro je c t w ill 
c o n tin u e  as long  as we have vo lun teers 
w illing  to  keep  it up . For an y o n e  w ho 
m ay  care to  jo in  us, th e  follow ing is a 
lis t o f p roposed  dates, som e o f w h ich  
c lash  w ith  Dover Society outings, b u t 
th a t is n o t a p rob lem , as we are  very  
flexible, (th e  dates, n o t th e  to ilers, th a t 
is) a n d  th e  tim es  are  from  ab o u t 09.30 
u n til  12.30, on  each  o f those  days.

COWGATE CEMETERY Dates for 2002
Thursday Saturday

M onth Wonder Workers Slogging Slav
Ja n u a ry 10th 19 th
F ebruary 14th 16 th
M arch 14th 16 th
A pril 11th 20th
M ay 9th 18th
Ju n e 13 th 15 th
Ju ly 11th 20th
A ugust 8 th 17th
S ep tem ber 12 th 21st
O ctober 10th 19 th
N ovem ber 14th 16 th
D ecem ber 12th 21st
(Please retain the above dates for your own information)



Recording of Gravestones
T he co n certed  efforts o f a sm all b a n d  of 
h e lp ers  en su red  th a t p lo t 2 gravestones 
w ere fu lly  reco rded  a n d  ty p e d  u p  ea rly  
in  th e  New Year.

F u rth e r  resea rch  by  Ian  M urton  in  
th e  L ib rary  h is to ry  section , reveals th a t 
in  th e  1980's M rs De B ourbel la rge ly  
reco rded  p lo ts 3, 4, 7 a n d  8, to g e th er 
w ith  som e vau lts  a n d  o th e r  graves, 
m ysterio u sly  labe lled  'a ' a n d  'b ', in  th e  
c o u n c il 's  reco rds. Ia n  h a s  h im s e lf  
reco rded  p lo t 6 for ty p in g  up, to g e th er 
w ith  a n u m b e r  o f stones in  o th e r  plots, 
w h ich  seem  to have escaped  p rev ious 
a tten tio n . P lots 1 a n d  5, a t th e  seaw ard 
e n d  o f th e  cem e te ry , w ere b a d ly  
dam aged  d u rin g  th e  war, a lth o u g h  it  is 
h o p e d  to  re tr ie v e  som e o f th e  
in sc rip tio n s .

It n o w  re m a in s  to  ty p e  up , a n d  
collate, all th e  o u ts tan d in g  in sc rip tio n s  
a n d  p lo t th e m  o n  m a p s  u s in g  b o th  
counc il records a n d  a lp h ab e tica l p lo t 
lists, p rep a re d  by  Joe H arm an , w ho has 
ta k en  a g rea t in te re s t in  th e  cem e te ry  
over m a n y  years. It m ay  even be possible, 
w ith  h e lp  p ro m ise d  by  th e  council, to  lif t 
som e o f th e  fa llen  head sto n es (o f w h ich  
th e re  a re  m a n y )  so reco rd s m ay  b e  
taken . In  th is  way it is h o p ed  to com ple te  
th e  m u se u m 's  records a n d  provide Dover 
D istric t C ouncil w ith  a p la n  of th e  layou t 
o f th e  graves, w h ich  th ey  cu rre n tly  lack, 
a n d  w h ich  w ill be  m ost usefu l to  v isito rs 
rese a rch in g  th e ir  roots.

All in  all, th is  co m b in ed  p ro jec t is 
tu rn in g  ou t to  be  a very  w orthw hile  
u n d e r ta k in g  o f h is to ric  value.
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