
THE NOVEMBER MEETING
The two speakers at the meeting on 19th November were 

John Moir, Chief Executive for Dover District Council and 
Dr. J. Coleman, who gave an 'Update on the Civil War\

JOHN MOIR
Bij Jack Woolford
DOVER DISTRICT COUNCIL'S C h ief 
Executive b eg an  by  say ing  th a t h e  was 
now  used  to b e in g  th e  'w arm -up  act' 
a t o u r m eetings, hav in g  addressed  us 
'two o r th re e ' tim es. We now  know  th a t 
it  was, in  fact, h is  "swan-song", because  
o f th e  im p e n d in g  re o rg a n is a tio n  o f 
lo c a l g o v e rn m e n t, a f te r  18 years. 
C onsequen tly  (I co n jec tu re ) h is  address 
was, like  Gaul, d iv ided  in to  th re e  parts: 
re trospect, th e  c u rre n t s itu a tio n  a n d  th e  
p rospects.

Jo h n  M oir b rie fly  in s tan c ed  th e  East 
K en t In v e s tm e n t fram ew o rk , w h ich  
ju s tif ied  th e  use o f p u b lic  m oney, b u t 
d e ta ile d  th e  Ju ly  2001 B e n c h m a rk  
In v es tig a tio n  w h ich  h a d  show n th a t  
fo u r o f D over's w ards, in c lu d in g  
B uckland  a n d  St. R adigunds, w ere far 
be lo w  b o th  n a t io n a l  a n d  re g io n a l 
standards in  ed u ca tio n a l depriva tion , 
h e a lth  an d  ch ild  poverty, sk ill base  a n d  
a s p ira tio n s . N evertheless, in  th e  
back g ro u n d  was th e  D iscovery C entre 
(ex W hite Cliffs' E x p erien ce), K ent's 
f irs t show case for F u rth e r  a n d  H igher 
E ducation . The m ixed  deve lopm en t in  
th e  Town In v e s tm e n t Zone (St. 
Jam es/Y ork  S treet) env isaged  a m a jo r  
store in  th e  tow n ce n tre  a n d  a n  h o te l on  
th e  York St corner. H e co n g ra tu la ted  
J o n a th a n  Sloggett, re tir in g  M anager o f 
th e  H arb o u r Board, o n  th e  prospec tive  
es tab lish m e n t o f W estport. The W hite 
Cliffs B usiness P ark  was successful a n d

th e  acq u is itio n  o f B uckland  P aper M ill 
b y  SEEDA fo r m ix e d  h o u s in g  a n d  
in d u s t r ia l  d ev e lo p m e n t. A L o tte ry  
ap p lic a tio n  for th e  re fu rb ish m e n t o f 
K earsney A bbey's tea  room  was b e in g  
m ade.

M r M oir answ ered  ques tions on  th e  
fu tu re  o f M aison  D ieu H ouse a n d  on  
D over's p ro sp ec ts  in  th e  S outh  East 
R eg ion  a n d  o n  th e  p o ss ib le  
d isap p ea ran ce  o f K ent C oun ty  C ouncil. 
H e de ta iled  possib le tran sfe rs  o f pow er 
from  th e  D istric t to P arish  C ouncils 
(in c lu d in g  Dover Ib w n  C ouncil), w h ich  
w ere very  m u c h  w elcom ed  by  Vice- 
C h a irm an  D erek  Leach - also C h a irm an  
o f R iver P arish  C ouncil - in  h is  speech  of 
thanks.

I take th e  lib e rty  o f add ing  th e  Dover 
Society 's th a n k s  to  Jo h n  M oir for h is  
p a r t  a t th e  ce n tre  o f so m a n y  positive 
Dover developm ents since  1984, w ith  a 
specia l em p h asis  o n  conservation . I am  
also p leased  to  b e  able to add  th a t th e  
M oirs do n o t p ropose  to leave East Kent.

THE EMERGENCY OF 1628
Reported by Derek Leach
FOLLOWING THE WARM-UP by  Jo h n  
M oir (h is  w ords n o t  m in e ) ,  Reg 
C o lm an , th e  re t i re d  H ead  o f D over 
Boys' G ra m m a r School a n d  a s tu d e n t o f 
h is to ry , t r e a te d  h is  a u d ie n c e  to  a n  
e x c e lle n t ex a m p le  o f h o w  to  m a k e  
h is to ry  in te r e s t in g  a n d  w hy  i t  is 
im p o r ta n t to  have a n  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of



h is to ry  in  o rd er to tack le  th e  p ro b lem s 
o f life  today, because  th e  ways peo p le  
th in k  a n d  ac t never change. T h is was 
ach ieved  w ith o u t a sing le  n o te  o r v isua l 
aid.

Reg b e g a n  by  r e c o u n tin g  th e  
ou tcom e o f A risto tle 's  an a ly sis  o f G reek 
c ity  governm en ts: th re e  ways to  govern, 
each  w ith  its  ow n c o rru p t fo rm . First, 
th e re  is g o v ern m e n t by  a sing le  p e rso n  
as in  a m onarchy , w h ich  ca n  b eco m e a 
ty ra n n y  as in  a d ic ta to rsh ip ; secondly, 
th e re  is ru le  by  th e  'b est' such  as th e  
aristocracy , d ep e n d in g  u p o n  b ir th , o r 
th e  m o st clever o r th e  rich est, w h ich  
ca n  b eco m e a n  o liga rchy  se rv in g  se lf 
in te re s ts  o n ly ; f in a lly , th e re  is 
g o v e rn m e n t b y  th e  p e o p le  
(d em ocracy ), w h ich  can  descend  in to  
an a rc h y  w ith  m ob  ru le  o r n o  ru le  a t all. 
O ur p re se n t g o v ern m e n t was sa id  to 
co m b in e  a ll th re e  w ith  a s tro n g  p r im e  
m in is te r, th e  in te re s ts  o f b ig  b u s in ess  
p ro d u c in g  w ea lth  a n d  th e  in v o lv em en t 
o f th e  people.

O th er im p o r ta n t factors are: w ho 
takes th e  in itia tiv e , m akes p o licy  a n d  
takes dec is ions a n d  how  are  dec isions 
en fo rced  - by  v io len ce  o r th rea ts , by  
a rg u m e n t a n d  p e rsu a s io n  o r th ro u g h  
respect.

Every age h as  its  ow n em erg en c ies  
such  as th e  th re a t o f fo re ign  invasion , 
civ il c o m m o tio n  or, as now, te rro rism . 
In  su ch  t im e s  g o v e rn m e n ts  a re  
expected  to  ac t qu ick ly  a n d  decisively. 
T he y ea r 1628 b ro u g h t B rita in  such  a n  
em erg en cy  for a n u m b e r  o f reasons; th e  
m a jo r  pow ers in  E urope w ere h o stile  - 
S pain , F ra n c e  a n d  H o lla n d , n o t to  
m e n tio n  th e  Scots a n d  I rish  - a n d  th e  
in c o m p e te n c e  o f Ja m es  I a n d  C harles I 
in  fo re ig n  p o licy  d id  n o t help ; in  h o m e 
affairs th e  rise  o f th e  m id d le  classes an d  
th e ir  des ire  fo r p o lit ic a l pow er was 
co m in g  to  a head ; th e re  w ere social 
p ro b lem s caused  p a r tia lly  by  th e  cost o f 
food - th e  age o f th e  s tu rd y  beggar; a n d  
th e re  was th e  re lig io u s p ro b lem .

F ro m  a b o u t 1485 to  1660 p o s t­

re fo rm a tio n  re lig io n  p layed  a m a jo r  9 
ro le  in  th e  a ffa irs  o f s ta te  u n t i l  
superseded  by  th e  age o f reason . Jam es 
a n d  C harles h a d  in h e r i te d  H e n ry  V III's 
m a n tle  as H ea d  o f th e  C h u rch  in  
E n g la n d  a n d  b o th  b e liev e d  in  th e  
D iv in e  R igh t o f  K ings (G od 's 
rep re se n ta tiv e  o n  e a rth ), l b  c ritic ise  
was b lasphem y! T h is stance  was b e in g  
in c re a s in g ly  ch a llen g ed  by  th e  P u rita n s  
w ho believed  th ey  h a d  a God-given ta sk  
a n d  also believed  in  th e  rig h ts  o f m a n  
b e in g  su p e rio r  to  th o se  o f th e  k ing .

In  1628 C harles I ca lled  h is  th ird  
p a r l ia m e n t  b e c a u se  h e  n e e d e d  
p a r l ia m e n t to g ra n t m o n e y  to  m e e t th e  
fo re ign  th re a t a n d  dom estic  u n res t. In  
r e tu rn  for m o n e y  p a r l ia m e n t p re se n te d  
th e  P e titio n  o f R ights in  w h ich  th e  K ing 
was asked  to  acknow ledge c e r ta in  b asic  
r ig h ts  o f  h is  su b jec ts , w h ic h  w ere, 
pe rh ap s , as im p o r ta n t as M agna C arta 
to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f m o d e rn  
g o vernm en t, s ince  th ey  in v a lid a ted  th e  
feudal a u th o ri ty  o f 'by  specia l o rd er o f 
th e  king '. T he fou r clauses were: no  
(d ire c t)  ta x  o r  fo rc ed  lo a n  to  b e  
c o lle c te d  w ith o u t th e  a u th o r i ty  o f 
p a r lia m e n t; a n y  p r iso n e r  h a d  th e  r ig h t 
to b e  g iven cause for h is  im p r iso n m e n t 
(H abeas C orpus), always th re a te n e d  in  
tim e s  o f e m e rg e n c y  even  now ; n o  
m a r t ia l  law  ( s u s p e n d in g  th e  due 
process o f law ) in  p e a ce tim e  a n d  no  
b i l le t in g  o f  so ld ie rs  a n d  sa ilo rs  in  
p riv a te  hom es. C harles resis ted  b u t h a d  
to  accep t.

F o llow ing  th is  success, m o re  
re s o lu t io n s  fo llow ed, in c lu d in g : 
any b o d y  w ho p a id  im p o r t dues w ith o u t 
th e  co n se n t o f p a r l ia m e n t was a tra ito r; 
any b o d y  w ho m ade  changes to  re lig io n  
w ith o u t co n se n t o f p a r l ia m e n t was a 
tra ito r.

A fter th is  h u m il ia t io n ,  C h a rles  
su sp e n d e d  p a r l ia m e n t  fo r th e  n e x t 
e leven  y ea rs  u n t i l  h e  n e e d e d  m o re  
m oney! He b ecam e a v ir tu a l d ic ta to r 
and , to  be  fair, ach ieved  m uch , w h ich  
o f te n  h a p p e n s  w ith  d ic ta to rs  w ho



to le ra te  n o  opposition ! P a r lia m e n t was 
reca lled  in  1640, b u t o n ly  for th re e  
weeks, to deal w ith  th e  S cottish  th rea t. 
It was all dow n h ill  for C harles a fte r th is  
w ith  th e  Civil W ar a n d  h is  execu tion  in  
1649.

T he R esto ration  o f th e  M onarchy  in  
1660 e n s h r in e d  th e  ac h iev em en ts  o f th e  
in te r re g n u m  a n d  c u rta ile d  g o v ern m en t 
b y  ro y a l p re ro g a tiv e . F o llow ing  th e

G lo rio u s R ev o lu tio n  o f 1688, 
p a r l ia m e n t  o ffe re d  th e  c ro w n  to 
W illiam  a n d  M ary a n d  set B rita in  well 
o n  th e  ro a d  to  th e  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  
m o n a rc h y  th a t  we know  today.

In  co n c lu sio n , Reg re tu rn e d  to  h is  
o p en in g  th e m e  th a t  h u m a n  n a tu re  a n d  
th e  p ro b lem s th a t  have to  be  faced are  
very  m u c h  th e  sam e in  every age: o n ly  
th e  so lu tio n s differ.

THE CHRISTMAS FEAST 2001
Reported b y  Shirley Dowle

IN TRUE DOVER SOCIETY tra d itio n  
we m e t for th e  now  'm uch-looked- 
forw ard-to ' feast o f 2001. It was h e ld  
o n  S aturday, 15th  D ecem ber, a t 
Dover College Refectory.

T here  w ere eleven lo n g  tables, 
f ille d  b y  79 m e m b e rs  a n d  th e ir  
guests. We w ere g ree ted  b y  a 
c h a rm in g  g ro u p  o f la d ie s  w ho 
offered  us sh e rry  o r ju ice. Everyone 
se em e d  in  good  s p ir its  a n d  th e  
a tm o sp h e re  fe lt v e ry  festive. As 
alw ays th e  food  w as ex ce llen t, 
e sp e c ia lly  th e  sa lm o n , a n d  was 
en joyed  by  all. I am  sure we all 
ga in ed  a few p o u n d s  th a t evening. 
Even th e  stro n g -m in d ed  could  n o t 
re s is t  th e  te m p tin g , d e lic io u s  
desserts. M any h a d  second  help ings.

A fter we h ad  all p a r ta k e n  to  th e  
fu ll th e  fu n  b eg an  in  ea rnest. L illian  
Kay h a d  o rg a n ise d  th e  
e n te r ta in m e n t w h ich  she led  a n d  she 
h a d  rec ru ited  som e o thers  to h e lp  
her. We lis ten e d  to a sto ry  o r two 
from  L illian , a p o em  from  D erek  
Leach a n d  som e solo p ieces from  a 
b r i l l ia n t ,  v is i tin g  f lau tis t, S arah  
G ooda, w ho p la y ed  e n c h a n t in g ly  
a n d  p e rfo rm ed  a p iece  in  each  h a lf  
o f th e  p rog ram m e, ac co m p an ie d  on  
a keyboard  by  Mrs. D unne, a fo rm er 
M usic te ac h e r  from  Dover G ram m ar 
School for Girls.

We sang a lo t o f carols a n d  tr ie d  to 
s in g  in  p arts . I cou ld  n o t decide 
w h e th e r th e  lad ies o r g en tlem en  w ere 
th e  b e tte r  singers. Some w ere n o t sure 
w h ich  p a r t they  w ere singing! We h ad  
g rea t d ifficu lty  w ith  th e  ro u n d s. 
W here d id  all th e  h ig h  no tes go? We 
d id  very  well w ith  a ren d e rin g  of 
'T hree  B lind M ice', w ith  actions.

In  th e  in te rv a l we h a d  tim e  to 
ca tch  o u r b re a th  as th e  C hristm as 
raffle took  place. As u sua l th e re  was a 
la rge an d  v aried  se lec tion  o f prizes.

Back to  th e  m a in  e n te r ta in m e n t 
aga in , w ith  Miss Kay le ad in g  us in  a 
p o em  called  'M y Hat'. We all tr ie d  
h a rd  w ith  th is  ac tio n  p o em  b u t - O h 
dear! - I th in k  we le ft Miss Kay do ing  
m o st o f it  as a solo! T he caro l s ing ing  
was m u c h  en joyed  by  all. Miss Kay 
was, as always, very  e n te r ta in in g  a n d  
e n te rp r is in g  in  h e r  ch o ice  o f 
p ro g ra m m e a n d  we th a n k  h e r  for 
g iv in g  us su ch  a n  en jo y ab le  a n d  
am u sin g  tim e. T he even ing  en d ed  
w ith  a h e a r ty  re n d it io n  by  all o f "We 
w ish  you a M erry  C hristm as'.

E veryone left, I am  sure, hav ing  
th o ro u g h ly  e n jo y ed  th e  w ho le  
evening . I am  lo o k in g  forw ard  to 
co m in g  ag a in  n ex t year. M ay I take 
th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to th a n k  everyone 
w ho h e lp s  in  an y  way to m ake  o u r 
events so enjoyable.


