
THE NOVEMBER MEETING
The two speakers at the meeting on 19th November were 

John Moir, Chief Executive for Dover District Council and 
Dr. J. Coleman, who gave an 'Update on the Civil War\

JOHN MOIR
Bij Jack Woolford
DOVER DISTRICT COUNCIL'S C h ief 
Executive b eg an  by  say ing  th a t h e  was 
now  used  to b e in g  th e  'w arm -up  act' 
a t o u r m eetings, hav in g  addressed  us 
'two o r th re e ' tim es. We now  know  th a t 
it  was, in  fact, h is  "swan-song", because  
o f th e  im p e n d in g  re o rg a n is a tio n  o f 
lo c a l g o v e rn m e n t, a f te r  18 years. 
C onsequen tly  (I co n jec tu re ) h is  address 
was, like  Gaul, d iv ided  in to  th re e  parts: 
re trospect, th e  c u rre n t s itu a tio n  a n d  th e  
p rospects.

Jo h n  M oir b rie fly  in s tan c ed  th e  East 
K en t In v e s tm e n t fram ew o rk , w h ich  
ju s tif ied  th e  use o f p u b lic  m oney, b u t 
d e ta ile d  th e  Ju ly  2001 B e n c h m a rk  
In v es tig a tio n  w h ich  h a d  show n th a t  
fo u r o f D over's w ards, in c lu d in g  
B uckland  a n d  St. R adigunds, w ere far 
be lo w  b o th  n a t io n a l  a n d  re g io n a l 
standards in  ed u ca tio n a l depriva tion , 
h e a lth  an d  ch ild  poverty, sk ill base  a n d  
a s p ira tio n s . N evertheless, in  th e  
back g ro u n d  was th e  D iscovery C entre 
(ex W hite Cliffs' E x p erien ce), K ent's 
f irs t show case for F u rth e r  a n d  H igher 
E ducation . The m ixed  deve lopm en t in  
th e  Town In v e s tm e n t Zone (St. 
Jam es/Y ork  S treet) env isaged  a m a jo r  
store in  th e  tow n ce n tre  a n d  a n  h o te l on  
th e  York St corner. H e co n g ra tu la ted  
J o n a th a n  Sloggett, re tir in g  M anager o f 
th e  H arb o u r Board, o n  th e  prospec tive  
es tab lish m e n t o f W estport. The W hite 
Cliffs B usiness P ark  was successful a n d

th e  acq u is itio n  o f B uckland  P aper M ill 
b y  SEEDA fo r m ix e d  h o u s in g  a n d  
in d u s t r ia l  d ev e lo p m e n t. A L o tte ry  
ap p lic a tio n  for th e  re fu rb ish m e n t o f 
K earsney A bbey's tea  room  was b e in g  
m ade.

M r M oir answ ered  ques tions on  th e  
fu tu re  o f M aison  D ieu H ouse a n d  on  
D over's p ro sp ec ts  in  th e  S outh  East 
R eg ion  a n d  o n  th e  p o ss ib le  
d isap p ea ran ce  o f K ent C oun ty  C ouncil. 
H e de ta iled  possib le tran sfe rs  o f pow er 
from  th e  D istric t to P arish  C ouncils 
(in c lu d in g  Dover Ib w n  C ouncil), w h ich  
w ere very  m u c h  w elcom ed  by  Vice- 
C h a irm an  D erek  Leach - also C h a irm an  
o f R iver P arish  C ouncil - in  h is  speech  of 
thanks.

I take th e  lib e rty  o f add ing  th e  Dover 
Society 's th a n k s  to  Jo h n  M oir for h is  
p a r t  a t th e  ce n tre  o f so m a n y  positive 
Dover developm ents since  1984, w ith  a 
specia l em p h asis  o n  conservation . I am  
also p leased  to  b e  able to add  th a t th e  
M oirs do n o t p ropose  to leave East Kent.

THE EMERGENCY OF 1628
Reported by Derek Leach
FOLLOWING THE WARM-UP by  Jo h n  
M oir (h is  w ords n o t  m in e ) ,  Reg 
C o lm an , th e  re t i re d  H ead  o f D over 
Boys' G ra m m a r School a n d  a s tu d e n t o f 
h is to ry , t r e a te d  h is  a u d ie n c e  to  a n  
e x c e lle n t ex a m p le  o f h o w  to  m a k e  
h is to ry  in te r e s t in g  a n d  w hy  i t  is 
im p o r ta n t to  have a n  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of


