
to le ra te  n o  opposition ! P a r lia m e n t was 
reca lled  in  1640, b u t o n ly  for th re e  
weeks, to deal w ith  th e  S cottish  th rea t. 
It was all dow n h ill  for C harles a fte r th is  
w ith  th e  Civil W ar a n d  h is  execu tion  in  
1649.

T he R esto ration  o f th e  M onarchy  in  
1660 e n s h r in e d  th e  ac h iev em en ts  o f th e  
in te r re g n u m  a n d  c u rta ile d  g o v ern m en t 
b y  ro y a l p re ro g a tiv e . F o llow ing  th e

G lo rio u s R ev o lu tio n  o f 1688, 
p a r l ia m e n t  o ffe re d  th e  c ro w n  to 
W illiam  a n d  M ary a n d  set B rita in  well 
o n  th e  ro a d  to  th e  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  
m o n a rc h y  th a t  we know  today.

In  co n c lu sio n , Reg re tu rn e d  to  h is  
o p en in g  th e m e  th a t  h u m a n  n a tu re  a n d  
th e  p ro b lem s th a t  have to  be  faced are  
very  m u c h  th e  sam e in  every age: o n ly  
th e  so lu tio n s differ.

THE CHRISTMAS FEAST 2001
Reported b y  Shirley Dowle

IN TRUE DOVER SOCIETY tra d itio n  
we m e t for th e  now  'm uch-looked- 
forw ard-to ' feast o f 2001. It was h e ld  
o n  S aturday, 15th  D ecem ber, a t 
Dover College Refectory.

T here  w ere eleven lo n g  tables, 
f ille d  b y  79 m e m b e rs  a n d  th e ir  
guests. We w ere g ree ted  b y  a 
c h a rm in g  g ro u p  o f la d ie s  w ho 
offered  us sh e rry  o r ju ice. Everyone 
se em e d  in  good  s p ir its  a n d  th e  
a tm o sp h e re  fe lt v e ry  festive. As 
alw ays th e  food  w as ex ce llen t, 
e sp e c ia lly  th e  sa lm o n , a n d  was 
en joyed  by  all. I am  sure we all 
ga in ed  a few p o u n d s  th a t evening. 
Even th e  stro n g -m in d ed  could  n o t 
re s is t  th e  te m p tin g , d e lic io u s  
desserts. M any h a d  second  help ings.

A fter we h ad  all p a r ta k e n  to  th e  
fu ll th e  fu n  b eg an  in  ea rnest. L illian  
Kay h a d  o rg a n ise d  th e  
e n te r ta in m e n t w h ich  she led  a n d  she 
h a d  rec ru ited  som e o thers  to h e lp  
her. We lis ten e d  to a sto ry  o r two 
from  L illian , a p o em  from  D erek  
Leach a n d  som e solo p ieces from  a 
b r i l l ia n t ,  v is i tin g  f lau tis t, S arah  
G ooda, w ho p la y ed  e n c h a n t in g ly  
a n d  p e rfo rm ed  a p iece  in  each  h a lf  
o f th e  p rog ram m e, ac co m p an ie d  on  
a keyboard  by  Mrs. D unne, a fo rm er 
M usic te ac h e r  from  Dover G ram m ar 
School for Girls.

We sang a lo t o f carols a n d  tr ie d  to 
s in g  in  p arts . I cou ld  n o t decide 
w h e th e r th e  lad ies o r g en tlem en  w ere 
th e  b e tte r  singers. Some w ere n o t sure 
w h ich  p a r t they  w ere singing! We h ad  
g rea t d ifficu lty  w ith  th e  ro u n d s. 
W here d id  all th e  h ig h  no tes go? We 
d id  very  well w ith  a ren d e rin g  of 
'T hree  B lind M ice', w ith  actions.

In  th e  in te rv a l we h a d  tim e  to 
ca tch  o u r b re a th  as th e  C hristm as 
raffle took  place. As u sua l th e re  was a 
la rge an d  v aried  se lec tion  o f prizes.

Back to  th e  m a in  e n te r ta in m e n t 
aga in , w ith  Miss Kay le ad in g  us in  a 
p o em  called  'M y Hat'. We all tr ie d  
h a rd  w ith  th is  ac tio n  p o em  b u t - O h 
dear! - I th in k  we le ft Miss Kay do ing  
m o st o f it  as a solo! T he caro l s ing ing  
was m u c h  en joyed  by  all. Miss Kay 
was, as always, very  e n te r ta in in g  a n d  
e n te rp r is in g  in  h e r  ch o ice  o f 
p ro g ra m m e a n d  we th a n k  h e r  for 
g iv in g  us su ch  a n  en jo y ab le  a n d  
am u sin g  tim e. T he even ing  en d ed  
w ith  a h e a r ty  re n d it io n  by  all o f "We 
w ish  you a M erry  C hristm as'.

E veryone left, I am  sure, hav ing  
th o ro u g h ly  e n jo y ed  th e  w ho le  
evening . I am  lo o k in g  forw ard  to 
co m in g  ag a in  n ex t year. M ay I take 
th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to th a n k  everyone 
w ho h e lp s  in  an y  way to m ake  o u r 
events so enjoyable.


