
THE JANUARY MEETING
On 14th January our two speakers were Councillor Frank Woodbridge, 

giving his recollections o f Dover during the Second World War and 
Jack Woolford telling us about his home town, Hartlepool, 

which he has described in his new book.
Our Chairman, Jtrry Suttonreceived from Jack a copy o f 

his book A  History o f the Central Estate, Hartlepool\ 
on which he had worked for thirty years.

Glyn Hale has written a short account o f the first talk and 
Jack Woolford has provided the details o f his own address.

A COUNCILLOR'S BATTLE 
OF BRITAIN
Report from S.S.G. Hale

C o u n c illo r F ra n k  W oodbridge, OBE a n d  
fo rm e r  DDC C h a irm an , w as b o rn  a t 
S tem b ro o k  (a  very  to u g h  a re a )  a n d  h is  
fam ily  m oved  to  P io n e e r  R oad w h en  h e  
was eleven  years o ld  - a w ise m ove

b e c a u se  S te m b ro o k  su ffe re d  h e a v y  
dam age in  th e  S econd W orld War.

T h e  c o u n c il lo r  w o rk e d  as a 
b la c k m ith 's  s tr ik e r  a t K earsney, b u t  h is  
70 y e a r  o ld  boss, lUffy Creef, c losed  th e  
sm ith y  (n o w  th e  R e n au lt re p a ir  shop ) 
a t th e  c o m m e n c e m e n t o f th e  B attle o f 
B rita in . F ra n k  th e n , in  th e  sam e area, 
h e lp e d  to  b u ild  co n c re te  d rag o n  tee th , 
in te n d e d  to  b lo c k  G e rm a n  ta n k s



12 (w h ich  w ere expected  to  a rr iv e  c irca  22 
Septem ber, v ia  H aw kinge!!) T h en , aged  
I W 2 years, F ra n k  jo in e d  th e  H om e 
G uard  a n d  stood  se n try  a t th e  H arb o u r  
C lock  Tower. H e e n jo y e d  th e  
e x c ite m e n t o f  th e  b a t t le  b e tw e e n  
a irc ra ft a t 30,000ft a n d  re jo iced  w h en  
a n  e n e m y  m a c h in e  was sh o t dow n. H e 
also  v iew ed th e  low  level d e s tru c tio n  o f 
b a rra g e  b a llo o n s, a n d  S tukas d iv in g  o n  
th e  h a rbou r.

T h e  fa m ily  a lo n g  w ith  th re e -  
q u a r te rs  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  w ere  
evacuated . F ra n k  sa id  h e  re m e m b e re d  
th e  faces o f  th e  c h i ld re n  a w a itin g  
e v a c u a tio n , c lu tc h in g  th e i r  l i t t le  
gasm ask s , b u t, m o re  th a n  th a t  h e  
re m e m b e re d  th e  faces o f th e ir  m o th e rs , 
try in g  n o t to  cry. Som e evacuees w ere 
tre a te d  well, h e  said, a n d  som e w ere 
tre a te d  b ad ly  a n d  m a n y  o f th e m  cam e 
b a c k  to  D over befo re  th e  w ar ended .

T h e  W oodbridge fa m ily  w e n t to  
S outh  Wales. F ra n k  w an te d  to  v o lu n te e r

fo r th e  a rm y  b u t was d issu ad ed  from  
d o in g  so b y  h is  fa th e r  w ho  h a d  
e x p e rien c ed  th e  ca rn ag e  o f th e  W orld 
W ar I. E v en tu a lly  fro m  th e re  h e  was 
c o n s c r ip te d  in to  th e  S o u th  W ales 
B orderers.

H e w as ta k e n  p r is o n e r  a n d  sp e n t 
th e  la te r  p a r t  o f th e  w ar in  E aste rn  
E urope  w h ere  h e  saw  th e  d ev asta tio n  o f 
th e  A llies ' b o m b in g  a n d  th e  tre a tm e n t 
m e te d  o u t to  th e  Jew ish  a n d  R ussian  
p riso n e rs . H e rea lise d  th a t  w ar w as n o t  
ju s t  a c o m p e ti tio n  b e tw een  m a c h in e s  
b u t  invo lved  h u m a n  su ffering . 'O n  th e  
whole,' h e  said, 'I th in k  we d id  very  
well. I th in k  th e  B ritish  a re  a n a t io n  to 
b e  p ro u d  of..... as fa r as f ig h tin g  was 
c o n c e rn e d  I alw ays fe lt th e re  w a sn 't a 
b e t te r  so ld ie r in  th e  world'.

H e co n c lu d e d  th a t  in  w ar everyone 
w as a  lo se r  a n d  so o n e  h a d  to  w ork  to  
w in  th e  peace. In  th e  post-w ar p e r io d  
h e  w o rk e d  w ith  NALCO fo r th e  
b e t te rm e n t o f th e  w orkers ' lo t.

WHO HUNG THE MONKEY?
Jack Wool ford's address, 
reported by himself

W hat la te r  b ec am e H artlep o o l h a d  b e e n  
o ccup ied  from  C.3000BC by  a sequence 
o f  a sy lu m  seekers, N eo lith ic  if  n o t  
P aeo lith ic , B ronze a n d  I ro n  A gers, 
Celts, R om ans, Piets, Scots, A ngles a n d  
Saxons, Ju tes, D anes a n d  N o rm an s (etc, 
e tc ). By 500AD i t  w as p a r t  o f th e  
k in g d o m  of N o rth u m b ria  a n d  th e  k in g 's  
d au g h te r  H ilda  es tab lish ed  a m o n a s te ry  
th e re  in  639. T ransferred  as A bbess to  
W hitby, she c h a ired  th e  Synod o f 664 
w h ich  se ttled  th e  d isp u te  b e tw een  C eltic 
a n d  R om an  C atholics. St H ild a 's  G othic 
C h u rch , w h ic h  s p le n d id ly  su rv ives, 
dates fro m  c.1240.

T h e  p la c e  w as n a m e d  H e r te rp o l 
b ec au se  i t  was th e  h a rb o u r  fo r th e

m a n o r  o f H a r t w h ich  by  th e  tim e  o f th e  
B attle  o f B a n n o c k b u rn  in  1314 was 
o w n ed  b y  th e  B rus fam ily . I t  h a d  
rec e iv e d  a m u n ic ip a l  C h a r te r  fro m  
K ing J o h n  in  1201 (now  801 years ago) 
a n d  th e  seal p o rtra y ed  a h a r t  a t  b ay  to  a 
h o u n d  (n o t a m o n k ey ) o n  its  b ac k  in  a 
pool. I t ac ted  as p o r t fo r th e  B ishopric  
o f D u rh am , th e  co u n ty  P a la tin e  th e n  on  
th e  b o rd e r  w ith  h o s ti le  S co tland . 
C o n se q u e n tly  it  h a d  to  b e  fo rtif ie d  
a g a in s t ra id s  w ith  a th ir te e n th  c e n tu ry  
w all, p a r ts  o f w h ich  also sp len d id ly  
survive.

At th e  tim e  o f th e  S p an ish  A rm ad a 
(1588) it  was o n e  o f a c h a in  o f w arn in g  
beacons. A m essage to  th e  M ayor was 
m is re a d  as "No m o re  f ry in g  o f th e  
bacon", w h ereu p o n  fry in g  p a n s  w ere 
co llec ted  a n d  b u ried . It was la te r  re-read  
as "No m o re  f ir in g  o f  th e  beacon". 
P re su m a b ly  th e  f ry in g  p a n s  w ere


