
12 (w h ich  w ere expected  to  a rr iv e  c irca  22 
Septem ber, v ia  H aw kinge!!) T h en , aged  
I W 2 years, F ra n k  jo in e d  th e  H om e 
G uard  a n d  stood  se n try  a t th e  H arb o u r  
C lock  Tower. H e e n jo y e d  th e  
e x c ite m e n t o f  th e  b a t t le  b e tw e e n  
a irc ra ft a t 30,000ft a n d  re jo iced  w h en  
a n  e n e m y  m a c h in e  was sh o t dow n. H e 
also  v iew ed th e  low  level d e s tru c tio n  o f 
b a rra g e  b a llo o n s, a n d  S tukas d iv in g  o n  
th e  h a rbou r.

T h e  fa m ily  a lo n g  w ith  th re e -  
q u a r te rs  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  w ere  
evacuated . F ra n k  sa id  h e  re m e m b e re d  
th e  faces o f  th e  c h i ld re n  a w a itin g  
e v a c u a tio n , c lu tc h in g  th e i r  l i t t le  
gasm ask s , b u t, m o re  th a n  th a t  h e  
re m e m b e re d  th e  faces o f th e ir  m o th e rs , 
try in g  n o t to  cry. Som e evacuees w ere 
tre a te d  well, h e  said, a n d  som e w ere 
tre a te d  b ad ly  a n d  m a n y  o f th e m  cam e 
b a c k  to  D over befo re  th e  w ar ended .

T h e  W oodbridge fa m ily  w e n t to  
S outh  Wales. F ra n k  w an te d  to  v o lu n te e r

fo r th e  a rm y  b u t was d issu ad ed  from  
d o in g  so b y  h is  fa th e r  w ho  h a d  
e x p e rien c ed  th e  ca rn ag e  o f th e  W orld 
W ar I. E v en tu a lly  fro m  th e re  h e  was 
c o n s c r ip te d  in to  th e  S o u th  W ales 
B orderers.

H e w as ta k e n  p r is o n e r  a n d  sp e n t 
th e  la te r  p a r t  o f th e  w ar in  E aste rn  
E urope  w h ere  h e  saw  th e  d ev asta tio n  o f 
th e  A llies ' b o m b in g  a n d  th e  tre a tm e n t 
m e te d  o u t to  th e  Jew ish  a n d  R ussian  
p riso n e rs . H e rea lise d  th a t  w ar w as n o t  
ju s t  a c o m p e ti tio n  b e tw een  m a c h in e s  
b u t  invo lved  h u m a n  su ffering . 'O n  th e  
whole,' h e  said, 'I th in k  we d id  very  
well. I th in k  th e  B ritish  a re  a n a t io n  to 
b e  p ro u d  of..... as fa r as f ig h tin g  was 
c o n c e rn e d  I alw ays fe lt th e re  w a sn 't a 
b e t te r  so ld ie r in  th e  world'.

H e co n c lu d e d  th a t  in  w ar everyone 
w as a  lo se r  a n d  so o n e  h a d  to  w ork  to  
w in  th e  peace. In  th e  post-w ar p e r io d  
h e  w o rk e d  w ith  NALCO fo r th e  
b e t te rm e n t o f th e  w orkers ' lo t.

WHO HUNG THE MONKEY?
Jack Wool ford's address, 
reported by himself

W hat la te r  b ec am e H artlep o o l h a d  b e e n  
o ccup ied  from  C.3000BC by  a sequence 
o f  a sy lu m  seekers, N eo lith ic  if  n o t  
P aeo lith ic , B ronze a n d  I ro n  A gers, 
Celts, R om ans, Piets, Scots, A ngles a n d  
Saxons, Ju tes, D anes a n d  N o rm an s (etc, 
e tc ). By 500AD i t  w as p a r t  o f th e  
k in g d o m  of N o rth u m b ria  a n d  th e  k in g 's  
d au g h te r  H ilda  es tab lish ed  a m o n a s te ry  
th e re  in  639. T ransferred  as A bbess to  
W hitby, she c h a ired  th e  Synod o f 664 
w h ich  se ttled  th e  d isp u te  b e tw een  C eltic 
a n d  R om an  C atholics. St H ild a 's  G othic 
C h u rch , w h ic h  s p le n d id ly  su rv ives, 
dates fro m  c.1240.

T h e  p la c e  w as n a m e d  H e r te rp o l 
b ec au se  i t  was th e  h a rb o u r  fo r th e

m a n o r  o f H a r t w h ich  by  th e  tim e  o f th e  
B attle  o f B a n n o c k b u rn  in  1314 was 
o w n ed  b y  th e  B rus fam ily . I t  h a d  
rec e iv e d  a m u n ic ip a l  C h a r te r  fro m  
K ing J o h n  in  1201 (now  801 years ago) 
a n d  th e  seal p o rtra y ed  a h a r t  a t  b ay  to  a 
h o u n d  (n o t a m o n k ey ) o n  its  b ac k  in  a 
pool. I t ac ted  as p o r t fo r th e  B ishopric  
o f D u rh am , th e  co u n ty  P a la tin e  th e n  on  
th e  b o rd e r  w ith  h o s ti le  S co tland . 
C o n se q u e n tly  it  h a d  to  b e  fo rtif ie d  
a g a in s t ra id s  w ith  a th ir te e n th  c e n tu ry  
w all, p a r ts  o f w h ich  also sp len d id ly  
survive.

At th e  tim e  o f th e  S p an ish  A rm ad a 
(1588) it  was o n e  o f a c h a in  o f w arn in g  
beacons. A m essage to  th e  M ayor was 
m is re a d  as "No m o re  f ry in g  o f th e  
bacon", w h ereu p o n  fry in g  p a n s  w ere 
co llec ted  a n d  b u ried . It was la te r  re-read  
as "No m o re  f ir in g  o f  th e  beacon". 
P re su m a b ly  th e  f ry in g  p a n s  w ere



"Fishermen h u n g  the  Monkey

~ffce fate wljjcb befell dr? 
iuooceu.l j^on^ey, captured 

many years ago 
Vy toe fishermen 

a French 
Spy.

reco v ered . L ike th e  la te r  m o n k ey - 
h a n g in g  it is a good story, re m in isc e n t 
o f gibes a g a in s t th e  Irish , etc, etc, w h ich  
a lth o u g h  fu n n y  are  obviously  inv en ted .

W ith  th e  Act o f U n io n  o f 1707, 
S co tland  was n o  lo n g e r a n  e n e m y  a n d  
H artle p o o l d ec lin e d  in to  a fish in g  p o r t 
an d  in  th e  e ig h te e n th  c e n tu ry  b ec am e a 
s p a / r e s o r t  b e c a u se  th e re  w as a 
ch a ly b ea te  sp rin g  o n  th e  F ish  Sands. 
C o n seq u en tly  n a tiv es  fa iled  to  n o tic e  
th e  In d u s tr ia l  R e v o lu tio n  o f Coal, 
S team , S teel a n d  R ail a n d  i t  w as 
o u ts id e rs  w ho  sp o tte d  th a t  n ew  
c o llie r ie s  c o u ld  e x p o rt co a l i f  th e  
h a rb o u r  w ere im proved  a n d  if  a ra ilw ay  
w as b u ilt .  T h is  w as in  d ire c t 
c o m p e ti t io n  w ith  th e  S to ck to n  a n d  
D a r lin g to n  R ailw ay  o f  1825 w h ich , 
how ever h a d  o n ly  th e  sha llow  m o u th  o f 
th e  Ttees for ships. By 1835 H artlep o o l 
w as e x p o r tin g  co a l a n d  s h o r tly

a fte rw a rd s  b u ild in g  sh ip s . T eesside 
e n tre p re n e u rs  th e re fo re  b u ilt  a railw ay  
to  H artle p o o l b u t cou ld  n o t co m p ete  
b e c a u se  th e y  c o u ld  n o t  b u y  la n d  
a d ja c e n t to  th e  docks b e c a u se  
H artlep o o l h a d  p re -em p ted  th e m  a n d  
h a d  to have th e ir  w agons h a u le d  up  a 
slope to  tip  coal in to  th e  ho lds  o f b o a ts  
in  H artlep o o l docks. A n o th e r  outsider, 
R alph  W ard Jackson , re se n te d  th is  and , 
d e te rm in e d  to  c rea te  'th e  L iverpool o f 
th e  N orth-E ast', succeeded  in  1847 in  
ge ttin g  a n  Act o f P a r lia m e n t to  crea te  
th e  W est H a r tle p o o l Im p ro v e m e n t 
C om m issio n ers  w ho im m e d ia te ly  b u ilt  
n ew  docks a n d  fa sh io n e d  C h ris t 's  
C h u rc h  f ro m  th e  lim e s to n e  b la s te d  
fro m  th e  n ew  harbou r. U n re s tr ic ted  by  
o ld  b o u n d a r ie s , W est H a rtle p o o l 
su c ce ssfu lly  ex p a n d ed , b e c o m in g  a 
B orough in  1887 a n d  a C oun ty  B orough 
(over 60,000 p o p u la tio n )  in  1902, w ith



w id e r s tre e ts  a n d  b ig g e r  shops, 
churches, h o te ls  a n d  a p a rk  to  m atch .

I t w as o n ly  in  th e  e a r ly  1850s, 
p rec ise ly  a t th e  tim e  w h en  th e  two 
H artlep o o ls  w ere a t each  o th e rs ' th ro a ts  
ab o u t th e  docks th a t  th e  g ibe "Who 
H u n g  th e  M onkey?" was firs t recorded . 
I t  w as a lleg e d  th a t  d u r in g  th e  
N apo leon ic  W ars (1802-25) a F ren ch  
sh ip  was w recked  a n d  its o n ly  survivor, 
a m onkey , was h an g e d  o n  th e  shore  by  
f ish e rm e n  w ho th o u g h t it  was a F ren ch  
spy. N ed C orvan , a lo c a l p u b  
en te rta in e r , th e n  w ro te  a n d  com posed  a 
so n g  "The F is h e rm e n  H u n g  th e  
M onkey-o" w h ich  was a n  im m ed ia te  
a n d  p e rs is te n t success. P ostcards o f it 
a p p e a red  in  th e  1890s. T h ere  w ere n o  
c o n te m p o ra ry  E n g lish  o r  F re n c h  
rep o rts  o f th e  w reck, a n d  s im ila r  ta les 
a re  to ld  o f B oddam  in  A b erd een sh ire  
a n d  M evagissey in  C ornw all. Like th e  
fry in g  o f th e  b aco n , th e  h a n g in g  o f th e  
m o n k e y  im p lie d  th a t  O ld b u t n o t West 
H artle p u d lia n s  w ere slow  a n d  stupid:

b u t o n ly  in  h in d sig h t.
F rom  1850 u n ti l  1918 b o th  tow ns 

p rospered , b u ild in g  sh ip s a n d  sh ip s ' 
e n g in e s  b y  th e  th o u sa n d , ex p o rtin g  
to n s  o f coal by  th e  m illio n , im p o rtin g  
p i t  p ro p s  fo r th e  n e ig h b o u r in g  
co llie rie s  b y  th e  m illio n  a n d  ca tch in g  
a n d  se lling  fish  by  te n s  o f m illio n s. 
T h e re  w ere, o f  course , b o o m s a n d  
s lum ps a n d  w h en  u n e m p lo y m e n t was 
h igh , b o th  tr ie d  to  revive them se lves as 
seaside  h e a lth  re so r ts  (d esp ite  gale- 
b low n  show ers o f sand, cem en t, saw dust 
a n d  th e  sc en ts  o f f ish -cu rin g )  w ith  
p ro m e n a d e s , b a n d s ta n d s , b o w lin g  
greens, b a th in g  pools, etc. to  relieve 
u n e m p lo y m e n t. B oth  e n jo y e d  fu ll 
e m p lo y m e n t th ro u g h  th e  tw o W orld 
Wars, a lth o u g h  b o th  suffered  from  naval 
b o m b a rd m e n t a n d  ze p p e lin  ra id s  in  th e  
F irs t a n d  fro m  a e ria l b o m b a rd m e n t in  
th e  Second.

A lthough  th ey  sh a red  a n  MP from  
1868 a n d  th e  LNER railw ays ow ned  all 
th e  docks lo n g  befo re  1900, it  was o n ly



in  1967 th a t  th e y  w ere 
re lu c ta n t ly  u n i te d  in to  th e  
B orough o f H artlep o o l w ith  o n e  
co u n c il a n d  o n e  m ayor, b u t by  
th a t  t im e  b o th  h a d  d ec lin ed . 
T he sh ip y ard s a n d  steelw orks 
cou ld  co m p ete  n e i th e r  for size 
n o r  co s t w ith  E u ro p e a n  a n d  
A sia tic  bu ilders, th e n  o il a n d  
gas d iscoveries a n d  c losure o f all 
th e  local coal m in e s  k illed  coal 
ex p o rts  a n d  t im b e r  im p o rts . 
O v e rfish in g  d es tro y e d  y e t 
a n o th e r  staple. A p art fro m  som e 
lig h t in d u s try  (a n d  a n u c le a r  
pow er s ta tio n ) o n ly  th e  re so rt 
o p tio n  was left. H artlep o o l h as  
v ir tu a lly  b e e n  d em o lish ed  a n d  
r e b u il t  w ith  a m a r in a ,  a 
m u seu m , a p u b  a n d  res tau ran ts , 
su p e rs to re , h is to r ic  b o a ts  
m o o re d  b y  h is to r ic  quays, 
c h u rc h e s  c o n v e r te d  in to  a r t  
g a lle ries  o r in d o o r  sw im m in g  
poo ls w ith  a p u b  a n d  a n ig h t 
club. E ven  th e  im ag e  o f th e  
m o n k e y  h a s  b e e n  rev ived . 
T burism  feeds o n  pub lic ity .

----------------------- WINE #  W ISDOM ------------------------
FEBRUARY 2002

Reported by Ken Wraight
On February 18 some 90 Dover Society m em bers and  friends gathered in  St. M ary's 
Parish Centre for the an n u a l W ine and  W isdom evening. Clive Tkylor and  his team  
provided the questions and  organised the m ark ing  and  scoring which, as always, was 
im peccably done.

D uring the interval, w hile we pondered  over w hat a D ingbat box w ith several Es 
in  it could possibly m ean, a splendid P loughm an 's Lunch was provided w ith  w ine or 
soft drink.

The w inn ing  team , w ith a score of 80%, certain ly  deserved to w in  the annual, 
much-coveted prize of engraved glasses (m any thanks again  to The Trophy Shop for 
com pleting  the engraving in  record tim e!) and  the th ree team s w hich tied  for second 
place w ith a respectable 72% had  to be con ten t w ith bars of chocolate.

O ur thanks to Joan  Liggett an d  all those who helped  to m ake the evening a 
success.
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