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EVERYONE HAS A BOOK IN THEM. But it 
is h a rd  w ork  getting  it out. W hat is a lm ost 
as h a rd  is g e ttin g  i t  p u b lish ed . 
C o m m erc ia l p u b lis h e rs  m u s t m a k e  a 
p ro f i t  to  survive, so a re  r e lu c ta n t to  
p u b lis h  w orks o f l im ite d  in te re s t. 
F o rtu n a te ly  we seem  to have a n  area  th a t 
genera tes sm all pub lishers. F irst we h ad  
D oug Welby a n d  Crabwell P ub lica tions, 
th e n  R iverdale P u b lica tio n s c rea ted  by 
D erek  Leach a n d  T riangle P u b lica tio n s by 
M erril Lilley.

D erek  Leach researches, com piles an d  
edits. R iverdale has  p ro d u ced  four books, 
all ab o u t local people. T he firs t was th e  
Life and  T im es o f  L illian  Kay c lo sely  
follow ed by  M y Dover by  Joe H a rm a n  and, 
th is  y ear two new  books, Bom bs Gone by  
D ickie P arfitt an d  Greetings, Dover from  
Ja ck  H ew itt.

T hese  b o o k s c h ro n ic le  ch a n g es  in  
D over's h istory . Joe H arm an , L illian  Kay 
a n d  Jack  H ew itt have m em o ries  d a tin g  
b ack  to th e  firs t W orld War. D ickie P arfitt 
vo lu n tee red  for b o m b in g  crew  in  WWII. 
H e reco u n ts  how  h e  was tra in e d  in  C anada 
a n d  jo in e d  UK B om ber C om m an d  in  1945 
w h en  th e  w ar was a lm o st over. But b o m b e r 
c o m m a n d  w as s till  ta k in g  h ea v y  
casualties: a n d  it  took  ju s t over a m o n th  
for D ickie P arfitt's  crew  to m ove from  
b e in g  th e  least ex p e rien ced  crew  a t th e  
b o tto m  of th e  sq uad ron  to  b e in g  th e  m ost 
ex p e rien ced  su rv iv ing  crew.

I m e e t D utch, B elgians an d  F rench  
w ho, w ith  g ra ti tu d e  a n d  resp ec t, 
rem e m b er B rita in 's  c o n tr ib u tio n  in  th e  
War. We shou ld  rem e m b er too. T his is w hy 
books by  Joe H arm an , D ickie P arfitt an d  
o th ers  re m in d  us how  seem in g ly  o rd in a ry  
peo p le  co n trib u te  to e x tra o rd in a ry  events. 
F u tu re  h is to ria n s  w ill have books like  Joe 
H a rm a n 's  a n d  D ick ie P arfitt's  to  h e lp  
th e m , th a n k s  to  editor, p u b lish e r  a n d  
au th o r  D erek  Leach - h eroes all.
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R E P O R T FROM F.G.THOM AS

Th e  year 2001 m ade an
in au sp ic iou s entry , halfway, as 

it  were, th ro u g h  th e  dow npours th a t 
la s ted  from  O ctober 2000 to M arch 
2001. IW enty th ree  in ch es  o f ra in  
fell in  th e  la s t th ree  m o n th s  o f 2000 
an d  15.42 in ch es followed in  th e  
firs t th re e  m o n th s  o f 2001, m a k in g  
a to ta l o f 38.42 inches. T his was 
m o re  th a n  th e  Dover average for 12 
m o n th s , w h ich  is 34 inches. In  
A p ril th e  h eav y  r a in  s ta r te d  to 
p e te r  o u t b u t th e  m o n th  s till 
reco rded  3.30 inches. In  M ay o n ly  
1.09 in c h e s  fe ll a n d  o u r  lo ca l 
w in te rb o u rn e , th e  D re llin g o re , 
f in a lly  ceased its 177 day flow.

S um m er m ade a slow start. 20 
degrees C was n o t ach ieved  u n til  
Ju n e  12th, b u t 28°C (reverse th e  
fig u res  a n d  i t  b ec o m e s 82°F) 
en su re d  th a t su m m er h a d  a t la s t 
arrived . T h is was co n firm ed  by  a 
v io le n t th u n d e rsto rm ! T he rest o f 
th e  season  was like  th e  p a rso n 's  
egg, good in  parts . Ju n e  a n d  Ju ly  
h a d  20% m o re  th a n  th e ir  average 
ra in fa ll, b u t th e re  w ere several h o t 
spells. In  su ch  w e a th e r  th e  
fo re ca s te rs  th re a te n  us w ith  
sleepless n ig h ts  due to th e  h ig h  
hum id ity . How  do th ey  know  how  
we w ill sleep!

T he h e a t waves cu lm in a te d  on  
th e  Saturday  o f th e  A ugust B ank 
H oliday , th e  25th , w ith  a



te m p e ra tu re  o f 30.7°C (87 .3°F ), th e  
h o tte s t day o f th e  year. U nfortunate ly , 
su m m er h e a t o ften  genera tes th u n d e r­
s to rm s an d  in  A ugust 2001 we h a d  eigh t 
such  days, th e  h ig h es t n u m b e r  in  th a t 
m o n th  since  1987.

O n ly  a w eek la te r  th e  b e g in n in g  of 
S ep tem ber b ro u g h t a n ip  in  th e  a ir  an d  
h u n d red s  o f m a rtin s  cong regated  o n  ou r 
te lep h o n e  lines. T hey  m u st have k now n  
a th in g  o r two because these  m ig ra n ts  
w ould  have b en e fited  from  S ep tem ber's  
22 days o f ta il w inds from  th e  N a n d  NW. 
O n th e  c lea r  n ig h t o f th e  11th th e  
th e rm o m e te r  p lu m m e te d  to  3.9°F. I 
b rie fly  felt ap p reh en siv e  for th e  fate of 
m y  ru n n e r  b ea n s  b u t S ep tem ber frosts 
are  a lm o st u n k n o w n  in  these  so u th e rn  
p a rts  o f th e  country . T he la s t on e  was in  
1872, w h en  th e  a rm y  docto r a t th e  castle

was m a k in g  w ea ther observations.
In  2001 we w aited  u n t i l  la te  in  

N ovem ber for a g en era l a ir  frost, on  th e  
27th. T he seasona l fall in  te m p e ra tu re  
h a d  b e e n  de lay ed  by  th e  w arm e s t 
O ctober o n  reco rd  70 °C was exceeded on  
fou r days in  m id -m o n th  a n d  73.8°F 
(23.2 °C) w as re c o rd e d  as la te  as 
Saturday, 13th October. Sadly, we p a id  
for th is  In d ia n  su m m er in  a D ecem ber 
d o m in a te d  by  co ld  air, f ro m  6 th  
D ec em b e r u n t i l  m id -Ja n u a ry  2002. 
T h e re  w ere th re a ts  o f snow, b u t  
m e teo ro log ica lly  a day o f snow  ly in g  
occurs w h en  h a lf  th e  g round , o r m ore, is 
snow  covered a t th e  09.00 GMT m o rn in g  
observation . T here  w ere n o n e  in  2001! 
N either d id  we have th e  ra r ity  o f a w hite  
C hristm as. W hy shou ld  we? T here  have 
b ee n  b u t seven in  th e  la st 100 years!
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