
GLIMPSES OF THE PAST
Som e snippets o f  D over History

Lt Jam es Hart, 
Dover's Waterloo Man

- recorded on a gravestone!
Contributed by Phil Wybourn-Brown

ON A COLD, wet and  overcast m orn ing  in  
m id  June a 23 year old Dover m an  stood 
w ith h is regim ent on a windswept ridge a 
few m iles from  Brussels. Although he did 
no t know it, the young m an  was about to 
w itness and  participate in  one of the m ost 
significant events of m odern  history. He 
also did no t know tha t he had  ju st seven 
hours to live. The young m an  was Lt Jam es 
H art from  Dover, h is regim ent was the 33rd 
of Foot, and  the w indy ridge was close by a 
village nam ed Waterloo. It was Sunday 
m orn ing  the 18th June, 1815.

The 33rd Foot (1st West Riding, la ter 
the Duke of W ellingtons own) form ed part 
of H alkett's Brigade, along w ith the 2nd 
Battalion, 30th of Foot (Cam bridgeshire), 
2nd B attalion, 69th of Foot (South 
L inco lnsh ire) an d  the  73rd of Foot 
(H ighland) Regim ents. S tanding there  
up o n  the  ridge Jam es w ould have 
w itnessed the 'Great Parade' perform ed by 
the French Army, and, at around  11.15 tha t 
m orn ing  he would have seen the first great 
grey clouds of gun smoke issue from  the 
French line as the Em peror's 'Beautiful 
Daughters', his guns, opened fire.

The cannonade was directed against 
the righ t of W ellington's line and  against 
h is gun line. One battery  of Royal Artillery 
was stationed to the front of the 33rds 
position, and so, as a result of 'counter 
battery  fire', the 33rd and  the rest of the 
Brigade began to suffer heavy losses.

Later as the m ain  th rust of the battle 
moved to the centre, and  then  the left of 
the line, the Brigade was ordered to retire a 
few paces and  to lie down to le t the French

shot pass overhead. The tide of French 
attacks ebbed and  flowed over m idday and 
into early  afternoon, when, at about 3 
o 'clock the French in fan try  w ithdrew and  
the French cavalry took to the field. W hat 
followed was the greatest m assed attack by 
cavalry in  history. The b loodied  an d  
th in n ed  line on the ridge rose to its feet as 
one and  form ed squares as the French 
horsem en attacked, withdrew, reform ed 
and  cam e on again, and  again and  again.

Jam es would have been  standing in  the 
ever shrink ing  square of the 33rd as the 
riders rode around the square, hacking and 
stabbing at the heads of the stubborn 
in fan trym en  who hung on to the bloody 
ridge. As the French horsem en retreated 
the  a rtille ry m e n  would ru n  from  the 
squares to m an  th e ir  guns w hich the 
F rench had  left unsp iked  to pou r 
grapeshot over shell in to  th e ir  backs. 
Despite this terrib le carnage, the French 
ra llied  an d  kep t on com ing. Finally, 
towards 5 o'clock the battered  and  bloody, 
bu t unbowed cavalry quit the field so the 
'Beautiful Daughters' could speak again.

Once again the 33rd cam e under fire 
and  Jam es would have seen the bloody 
holes being to rn  in  the the ir ranks until, 
once again, the Brigade was ordered to lie 
down to allow the shot to pass overhead. At 
aro u n d  th is  tim e H alkett ordered  the 
Brigade's colours sent to the rear. Such had 
been  the losses tha t it was felt tha t there 
were too few left to defend them . It would 
be about 6 o'clock, tha t a French gunner 
did for Lt Jam es Hart. Jam es was lying 
down w ith Lt Pagen and  Capt Trevor w hen 
a shell exploded overhead, a large 
fragm ent from  it sm ashed down on to 
Jam es' righ t shoulder, neck and  face. He 
was k illed  instan tly . The fragm en t 
bounced over Capt Trevor bu t it removed Lt 
Pagen's righ t ear.

H ad Jam es lived he w ould have



witnessed the attack and  the defeat of the 
'Old Guard', the end of the battle and  the 
end of an  era of history. As it is he lies w ith 
the m en of h is regim ent in  a m ass grave on 
the field of Waterloo.

At hom e in  Dover h is fam ily erected a 
headstone in  the ir local churchyard in  the 
town centre. It stands in  the shade of a 
sm all tree to the right of the front doors to 
St. M ary's Church, opposite the 'Eight 
Bells', w here I sat to w rite th is short 
account.

Also on the stone are o ther m em bers of 
this m ilitary  family, Lt Charles Hart, late 
of the 5th Royal Veterans, died 1836. Lt 
Samuel Hart, 9th of Foot, died 1810, and  
C hristianna Hart, died 29th December...? 
Theirs would be o ther stories to write.

The next tim e you pass St. Mary's, give 
a thought to 23-year-old Lt Jam es H art and 
the events he witnessed on tha t ridge at 
Waterloo 187 years ago.

James Hart's gravestone.

The story of 25

L iege H u le tt
FOUNDER OF 

KEARSNEY COLLEGE 
SOUTH AFRICA 

H e answ ered  a D over M ail advert!
Contributed by Mike McFarnell

KEARSNEY COLLEGE was founded  up  
th e  N orth  Coast in  A ugust 1921 by  th e  
jo in t  efforts o f Sir J. Liege H u le tt a n d  th e  
M ethodist C hurch  of South Africa. But in  
ex am in in g  th e  b ir th  o f K earsney College 
one rea lly  h as  to go b ack  over sixty years 
before th a t. A fter all, w hat was Liege 
H u le tt do ing  in  South A frica? H ad  h e  
n o t decided  to  em ig ra te  from  E ng land  
in  1857 th e re  w ould be  no  K earsney 
C ollege to d ay  a n d  th e  n a m e  H u le tt 
w ould be  u n k n o w n  in  South A frica.

T here  is n o th in g  in  m y resea rch  to 
in d ic a te  th a t Liege H u le tt h ad  itchy  feet.
H is fa m ily  w as w ell e s ta b lish e d  in  
G illingham , Kent, th o u g h  h e  h im se lf  
was b o rn  in  Sheffield. H is g ran d fa th e r 
w as a devo tee o f J o h n  Wesley, th e  
fo u n d er o f th e  M ethodist C hurch  a n d  all 
th e  fam ily, in c lu d in g  Liege, w ere God 
fea rin g  m en . In  fact Liege p rea ch ed  h is  
f irs t se rm o n  a t th e  age o f 18. By 1856 
E n g lan d  was su ffering  from  th e  after- 
m a th  o f th e  C rim ean  War, a n d  th e re  is 
n o  doub t th a t, loo k in g  across th e  world, 
th e re  w ere m a n y  y oung  m e n  in  E n g land  
a t th a t tim e  w ho felt th a t th e  grass was 
g ree n e r on  th e  o th e r  side.

T he c ritica l factor ap p ears  to  have 
b ee n  a sm all ad v e rtisem en t in  th e  local 
paper, th e  Dover M ail, p u t in  by  a M r 
Burgess w ho was a D u rb an  ch em is t a n d  
h a d  p ro p e r ty  in  V erulam . H e sough t a n  
ass is ta n t. H ad  th is  a d v e r tis e m e n t 
ap p eared  in  an y  o th e r  p a p e r  ra th e r  th a n  
th e  D over M ail, th e re  w ould  b e  n o  
K earsney  C ollege today. T h is  looks 
susp ic iously  like  th e  'H a n d  o f Fate'. Not 
o n ly  th is , b u t th e  p o sitio n  ap p ea led  to


