
witnessed the attack and  the defeat of the 
'Old Guard', the end of the battle and  the 
end of an  era of history. As it is he lies w ith 
the m en of h is regim ent in  a m ass grave on 
the field of Waterloo.

At hom e in  Dover h is fam ily erected a 
headstone in  the ir local churchyard in  the 
town centre. It stands in  the shade of a 
sm all tree to the right of the front doors to 
St. M ary's Church, opposite the 'Eight 
Bells', w here I sat to w rite th is short 
account.

Also on the stone are o ther m em bers of 
this m ilitary  family, Lt Charles Hart, late 
of the 5th Royal Veterans, died 1836. Lt 
Samuel Hart, 9th of Foot, died 1810, and  
C hristianna Hart, died 29th December...? 
Theirs would be o ther stories to write.

The next tim e you pass St. Mary's, give 
a thought to 23-year-old Lt Jam es H art and 
the events he witnessed on tha t ridge at 
Waterloo 187 years ago.

James Hart's gravestone.

The story of 25

L iege H u le tt
FOUNDER OF 

KEARSNEY COLLEGE 
SOUTH AFRICA 

H e answ ered  a D over M ail advert!
Contributed by Mike McFarnell

KEARSNEY COLLEGE was founded  up  
th e  N orth  Coast in  A ugust 1921 by  th e  
jo in t  efforts o f Sir J. Liege H u le tt a n d  th e  
M ethodist C hurch  of South Africa. But in  
ex am in in g  th e  b ir th  o f K earsney College 
one rea lly  h as  to go b ack  over sixty years 
before th a t. A fter all, w hat was Liege 
H u le tt do ing  in  South A frica? H ad  h e  
n o t decided  to  em ig ra te  from  E ng land  
in  1857 th e re  w ould be  no  K earsney 
C ollege to d ay  a n d  th e  n a m e  H u le tt 
w ould be  u n k n o w n  in  South A frica.

T here  is n o th in g  in  m y resea rch  to 
in d ic a te  th a t Liege H u le tt h ad  itchy  feet.
H is fa m ily  w as w ell e s ta b lish e d  in  
G illingham , Kent, th o u g h  h e  h im se lf  
was b o rn  in  Sheffield. H is g ran d fa th e r 
w as a devo tee o f J o h n  Wesley, th e  
fo u n d er o f th e  M ethodist C hurch  a n d  all 
th e  fam ily, in c lu d in g  Liege, w ere God 
fea rin g  m en . In  fact Liege p rea ch ed  h is  
f irs t se rm o n  a t th e  age o f 18. By 1856 
E n g lan d  was su ffering  from  th e  after- 
m a th  o f th e  C rim ean  War, a n d  th e re  is 
n o  doub t th a t, loo k in g  across th e  world, 
th e re  w ere m a n y  y oung  m e n  in  E n g land  
a t th a t tim e  w ho felt th a t th e  grass was 
g ree n e r on  th e  o th e r  side.

T he c ritica l factor ap p ears  to  have 
b ee n  a sm all ad v e rtisem en t in  th e  local 
paper, th e  Dover M ail, p u t in  by  a M r 
Burgess w ho was a D u rb an  ch em is t a n d  
h a d  p ro p e r ty  in  V erulam . H e sough t a n  
ass is ta n t. H ad  th is  a d v e r tis e m e n t 
ap p eared  in  an y  o th e r  p a p e r  ra th e r  th a n  
th e  D over M ail, th e re  w ould  b e  n o  
K earsney  C ollege today. T h is  looks 
susp ic iously  like  th e  'H a n d  o f Fate'. Not 
o n ly  th is , b u t th e  p o sitio n  ap p ea led  to



26 Liege, a n d  h e  decided  to apply. T he 
s itu a tio n  was co m p o u n d ed  by  th e  fact 
th a t h is  a p p lica tio n  was accepted . He 
h a d  no  experience  in  th e  w ork  o f a 
chem ist, n o r  in  fa rm ing , b u t h e  took  a 
ch a n c e  a n d  sa ile d  fo rth  e a r ly  in  
F ebruary  1857 in  th e  Lady Shelbourne, 
a rr iv in g  in  D u rb an  som e th re e  m o n th s  
later, w ith  th e  p ro m ise  o f a sa la ry  o f £30 
a year. D urban  was, o f course, a m in o r  
se ttle m en t su rro u n d e d  by  b u sh  a n d  w ild  
an im als , in c lu d in g  lions, w ith  one o r 
two sm all b o ard in g  houses a n d  a large 
m a rk e t place.

Suffice it to say th a t Liege d id  n o t 
stay  lo n g  w ith  Mr. Burgess. H e 
em b ark ed  in to  fa rm in g  an d  th e  b u y in g  
a n d  se lling  of p roperty . He b o u g h t la n d  
a t M ount M oreland  a n d  tr ie d  a n u m b e r  
o f crops w ith  no  g rea t success. Now a 
m a rr ie d  m an , h e  decided  to  b u y  600 
acres in la n d  from  Stanger, in  th e  N onoti 
area, w h ich  h e  called  K earsney Estates. 
The n a m e  'K earsn ey ' was no  m o re  th a n  
a n o s ta lg ic  tr ib u te  to  th e  ru in e d  
K earsney  M an o r in  Dover, E ng land , 
w here, no  doub t as a ch ild  h e  h ad  sp e n t 
m a n y  h ap p y  days. He could  have given 
it an y  o th e r  n a m e  - possib ly  G illingham  
College! But th is  choice o f n a m e  was th e  
th ir d  fac to r  w h ich  d e te rm in e d  th e  
ex istence o f K earsney College!

H ere ag a in  h e  grew  crops w ith  no  
o u ts ta n d in g  success u n til ,  ab o u t th e  
y ea r 1880, w hen  h e  was over 40 years of 
age, h e  decided  to try  grow ing tea, an d  
o rdered  a large n u m b e r  o f cases o f seed 
fro m  In d ia . T h is was a n  im m e d ia te  
success, a n d  o n  th e  vast tea  p la n ta tio n s  
of th e  K earsney E states th e re  was la id  
th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f th e  H u le tt S ugar 
Em pire. The sugar was to com e later. 
W ith  tea  th e re  cam e re la tive  w ealth . 
W ith  h is  sons, six in  n u m b e r  (a n d  h e  
h a d  tw o d au g h te rs )  h e  se t ab o u t 
b u ild in g  th e  sta te ly  K earsney  H ouse 
( la te r  to  b eco m e K earsney  C ollege). 
T h is  im p o s in g  b u ild in g  h a d  22 
bedroom s, som e very  large, a n d  a n  o pen  
ba lco n y  u p sta irs  w here  two dozen  beds

could  be  la id  for those  w ho p re fe rre d  to 
sleep outside. For h is  lovely g rounds he  
g a th ered  in  trees  an d  sh rubs from  all 
p a rts  o f th e  world, so th a t it  b ecam e a 
fa iry la n d  o f beauty . M uch o f th is  flo ra 
s till s ta n d s  th e re  today. H ere  L iege 
se ttled  w ith  h is  fam ily  a n d  d irec ted  th e  
o p e ra tio n s  o n  h is  te a  estates. T im e  
passed. H is fam ily  m a rr ie d  a n d  h ad  
fam ilies o f th e ir  own, a n d  m oved away 
to b u ild  th e ir  ow n ho m es elsew here.

Liege, w ho h a d  ta k en  a n  active p a r t 
in  th e  p o litics  a n d  a d m in is tra tio n  o f th e  
province, in c lu d in g  b e in g  a M agistrate, 
Local P reacher, a n d  Speaker o f th e  N atal 
H ouse o f Assem bly, was k n ig h te d  by 
K ing Edw ard VII ea rly  in  th e  1900's 
w hen  h e  was 65 years o f age a n d  it  was 
a t th is  p o in t th a t h e  decided  to re tire  
from  h is  active fa rm in g  a n d  live in  
D u rb a n , in  th e  m a g n if ic e n t M an o r 
H ouse w h ich  h e  h a d  b u ilt for h im se lf  on  
M entone Road, a n d  w h ich  is still fu lly  
in  use. H is eldest son  A lbert re m a in e d  
in  K earsney  H ouse to  m a n a g e  th e  
estates (a n d  was u ltim a te ly  succeeded 
by  h is  eldest son  Guy, as C h a irm an  of 
H uletts). A lbert lived in  K earsney H ouse 
u n til  th e  la tte r  days o f W orld War I an d  
th e n  decided  to  b u ild  a n o th e r  h o m e for 
h im se lf  fu rth e r  dow n th e  coast. T hus 
K earsney H ouse becam e em pty, a n d  its 
lovely g rounds neg lected .

By th is  tim e  Sir Liege H u le tt was 85 
years o f age, still show ing m u c h  o f th e  
m e n ta l a n d  physical fitness w h ich  h ad  
ch a rac te rised  all h is  days. H e m u st have 
w ondered  m a n y  a tim e  w h at was to 
becom e o f th e  lovely h o m e h e  h ad  b u ilt 
for h im se lf  40 years earlier. In sp ira tio n , 
o r ag a in  th e  H an d  o f Fate, gave h im  th e  
answer. H e w ould  offer h is  h o m e a n d  
g rounds to th e  M ethodist C hurch  to  be 
used  as a b o a rd in g  school for boys, w ith  
th e  p ro v is io n  th a t its g o v ern m en t a n d  
in flu en ces shou ld  be  b ased  u p o n  th e  
C h ris tian  e th ic  o f h is  m o th e r  church .

Looking back, it seem s ra th e r  a n  
ex tra o rd in a ry  decision . K earsney was 
far away in  th e  wilds, over 50 m iles  u p



th e  N orth  Coast, w ith  th e  ra ilh e a d  a t 
S tanger (k now n  as th e  City o f S inners). 
T he N o rth  C oast R oad w as narrow , 
w in d in g , c o r ru g a te d  a n d  dusty. 
N evertheless Sir Liege m ade  th e  offer. 
You can  w ell im ag in e  th e  d iscussions 
th a t w en t on  in  th e  h ie ra rc h y  o f th e  
M ethodist C hurch  as th ey  tr ie d  to decide 
w h e th e r th ey  w ere ju s tif ied  in  sadd ling  
them selves w ith  th e  in cu b u s o f a school 
in  so u n lik e ly  a spot. They n o  doubt 
sough t D iv ine G uidance, a n d  got it. 
T hey  dec id ed  to  accep t. T he m in d  
bogg les a t th e  ex p en se  invo lved  in  
converting  a h o m e in to  a school, no  
m a tte r  how  sm all, an d  w ith  no  m o n ey  to 
call u p o n  except th a t o f the  C hurch  an d  
o f Sir Liege h im self. A p ro p e r w ater 
supp ly  h ad  to be la id  o n  (an d  K earsney 
was set on  th e  h ig h est p o in t o f th e  
K earsney  Estates); a h o m e  p ro d u ced  
e lec tric ity  supp ly  in sta lled  (o ften  liab le 
to b reakdow n, to th e  boys' delight, w hen  
they  w ere do ing  th e ir  hom ew ork); th e re  
w ere c lass-room  desks a n d  b en ch es ; 
c u tle ry  a n d  c ro c k ery  a n d  tab les, 
b lan k ets  a n d  lin e n  for th e  dorm ito ries, 
an d  th e  beds to lay th e m  on; books an d

sta tio n e ry  for th e  classroom s; A frican  27 
a n d  In d ia n  s ta ff  to  cope w ith  th e  
grounds, upkeep  o f th e  school an d  the  
feed ing  o f th e  boys; a n d  a nucleus of 
teachers, p lu s a housekeeper a n d  a sister.
All th is  h ad  to be a tten d ed  to, before so 
m u c h  as one boy could  h e  enro lled . I 
have no  doubt th a t m u c h  of th e  expense 
was m e t from  th e  pocket o f Sir Liege 
h im se lf  who, in  h is  old age gave h is close 
p a tro n ag e  to th e  school w h ich  was now  
to be know n  as K earsney College.

T he ac tiv ities o f th e  firs t few years 
re m a in  ra th e r  vague, en sh ro u d ed  in  th e  
m e m o ries  o f th e  h an d fu l o f boys w ho 
w ere educated  there . Even th e  school 
tim e ta b le  was vague, a n d  it is sta ted  th a t 
in  th e  ea rly  days th e  staff used  to  m ee t 
a t th e  en d  o f each  lesson  a n d  decide 
w hat th ey  w ould  te ac h  next! It was very  
m u c h  a fam ily  existence. M otor cars 
w ere few a n d  far betw een , a n d  th e  m a in  
c o n ta c t w ith  S tan g er was v ia  a n  
e ig h te e n -in c h  gauge ra ilw ay  lin e , 
in s ta lled  in  1901 for th e  tra n sp o r t o f tea.
Boys re tu rn in g  to school w ould catch  
th e  t r a in  from  D u rb an  to Stanger, th e n  
sq u a sh  th e m se lv es  in to  th e  t in y

Kearsney 
House, later 
Kearsney 
College. Note 
the sleeping 
balcony.



28 carriages o f th e  te a  tra in . Its a rriv a l a t th e  
b e g in n in g  o f each  te rm  was a 'G reat 
M om ent'. It was a lm o st th e  o n ly  physical 
l in k  w ith  th e  ou tside w orld. T here  was, 
however, a te lep h o n e  line , a n d  in  due 
course a daily  new spaper w ould  p u t in  a n  
appearance , b u t even R ob inson  Crusoe 
cou ld  h a rd ly  have b ee n  m o re  isolated. 
How very  fo rtu n a te  th a t th e  sp ir it o f th e  
school a n d  staff was so good a n d  closely 
kn it.

T he physical life  h a d  to  be  a tten d e d  
to, a n d  te n n is  courts  w ere levelled  in  th e  
im m e d ia te  p ro x im ity  o f th e  m a in  
b u ild in g , l b  level a sports-field, in  th e  
p re-bu lldozer days, was n o  m e a n  feat, for 
th e  w hole te rra in  sloped  s teep ly  from  th e  
school's focal p o in t. However, th is  was 
ac co m p lish e d , an d , g rad u a lly , as th e  
school in c reased  in  num bers, sp o rtin g  
c o n ta c ts  w ere e s ta b lish e d  w ith  lo c a l 
m e n 's  clubs a n d  D u rb an  schools.

T he p u rch ase  o f a school bus m e a n t a 
l in k  w ith  c iv ilis a tio n , a n d  th e se  
occas io n al excursions in to  th e  life  o f 
D u rb an  w ere far m o re  exciting  occasions 
th a n  th ey  are  today. It took  an y th in g  up  
to two h o u rs  to  reach  th e  city, on  th e  
co rru g a ted  an d  dusty  N orth  Coast Road, 
a n d  g e n e ra lly  coo l d r in k s  a n d  
sandw iches aw aited  th e  boys a t U m hlali, 
so th a t th e  tr ip  took  o n  so m e th in g  o f th e  
ap p e a ran c e  o f a p icn ic . For th e  re tu rn  
jo u rn e y  th e  boys w ould  stock u p  w ith  p ies 
etc. a t  w h a tev er D u rb a n  te a -ro o m  
h a p p e n e d  to be  conven ien t.

T h u s it  was th a t  in  A ugust 1921, 
K earsney  College o p en e d  w ith  eleven  
boys, m a in ly  H uletts  o r sons o f local 
p eo p le . L ittle  co u ld  S ir Liege have 
fo reseen  w h a t a n  oak  tree  was to  develop 
from  h is  aco rn . H is college h as 530 p u p ils  
today, th e  la rgest boys' p riv a te  school in  
N atal a n d  th e  fo u rth  la rgest in  South 
A frica. I t seem s th a t  h is  d ec is io n  to  
em ig ra te  to South A frica, to b u y  p ro p e rty  
u p  th e  coast, to  in v e s t in  tea , a n d  
u ltim a te ly  to h a n d  h is  h o m e  over as a 
school, was all o rd a in e d  by  a fo reseeing  
P rovidence.

Sir Liege Hulett.

Inform ation for this article came from  
Jack Reece, who went to Kearsney College 
from  England in July 1927 and remained  
with the school for 40 years. Throughout 
this period he taught Latin and other 
subjects when required. In  his earlier days 
he coached cricket. On arrival he was a 
housemaster. He was choirmaster for ten 
years, editor o f the school magazine for 35 
years and he in itia ted  and ran the 
Kearsney Parliament. A fter his retirement 
in 1967 he and his wife continued to live 
in their house, adjacent to the school.

The life history o f Liege H ulett can be 
found in  'M an o f Purpose' by R.E.Osborn


