
R E V I E W S
THE CENTRAL ESTATE AND 
THE HARTLEPOOLS (1800-2000) 
by JACK WOOLFORD
Ja c k  h as  sp e n t th irty -fiv e  years 
research ing  an d  co llecting  m a te ria l for 
th is  detailed  h is to ry  of h is  b irthp lace . He 
was b o rn  on  th e  C entral Estate in  1917 
a n d  grew  up  the re , aw are o f h is  
en v iro n m en t an d  of th e  fact th a t it was 
d iffe ren t from  ad jacen t West H artlepool. 
In  1935 h e  w en t to  u n iv e rs ity  a n d  
th e re a fte r  he  sp en t vacations on  the  
Estate an d  h is leaves du rin g  th e  1939-45 
war.

He w rites, 'I le a rn ed  the  d ia lect an d  
values, le a rn ed  how  a n d  w hat to p lay  an d  
how  an d  w hen  to fight, an d  although  
th e re  cam e a tim e  w hen  I was glad to get 
away to ea rn  a liv ing  elsewhere, I was 
d raw n  b ac k  a f te r  tw en ty  years of 
se p ara tio n  by  an  in c re as in g ly  strong  
w ish to re tu rn  to m y roots an d  an  even 
stronger w ish to u n d erstan d  an d  explain  
them '.

T his is p recisely  w hat the  w rite r has 
succeeded in  doing in  th is  book. The 
chap ters are divided in to  'packages' of 
tim e, end ing  in  C hapter 12 w ith  the  
p e rio d  1945-99, an d  this, perhaps, is the  
m ost te llin g  for the  non -H artlepud lian . 
A fter following, in  n in e  chapters, the  
fo rtunes of the  close k n it  co m m u n ity  of 
the  C entral Estate in  the  first h a lf  o f the  
tw en tie th  century, w ith  studies o f the  
changes in  p o p u la tio n  an d  occupations, 
th e  re a d e r faces th e  c o n tra s t o f th e  
second h a lf  o f the  century.

T h is is n o t ju s t th e  sto ry  o f th e  
C en tra l Estate, w h ich  th e  a u th o r  
describes as 'the  sem i-detached suburb  of 
a sh ip-build ing in d u stria l town'. It m ig h t 
be th e  suburb  of any  large in d u stria l city, 
w ith  th e  rea lity  o f post-w ar p la n n in g  
afte r w ar dam age, o f m arke ts lost, o f new  
com petition ; o f out-of-date in d u stry  an d

the  n eed  for m o d ern  developm ent. W hen 
tow n p la n n e rs  got to w ork 'the  long  te rm  
policy  for the  C entral Estate was to tal 
clearance '. Ja ck  com m ents, 'i t  was a 
b ru ta l verd ic t, n a tu ra lly  p rov o k in g  
de te rm in ed  opposition '.

1967 saw th e  am alg am atio n  of th e  
two H artlepools. From  th e n  th e  au th o r 
charts  the  w holesale d em olition  an d  th e  
new  deve lopm en ts in  each  o f th em . 
'There was a fu n d am en ta l re th in k  of th e  
tow n's o rien ta tio n  from  m anufac tu re  to 
tourism ... to p re-industria l H artlepoo l's  
ro le as a seaside resort'.

However, in  th e  la s t pages he  
concludes th a t th e  C entral Estate fared 
b e tte r th a n  o th er areas for rebu ild ing  
a n d  rep la ce m en t hom es an d  survives 
rejuvenated . P erhaps it could develop the  
feeling  of neighbourliness w hich  once 
existed w hen, as one old resid en t said, 
'The Estate was a Village'.

The book  w ill shortly  be pub lished  by 
P rin tab ility  W olviston a t £10.99. Dover 
Society m em bers can  ob ta in  a copy from  
Jack  W oolford for £10.00 (Tfel: 330381).

Merril Lilley

A nother new local book:

GREETINGS, DOVER!
from JACK HEWITT
Following th e  success of h is books abou t 
L illian  Kay a n d  Joe H arm a n , D erek  
Leach has produced  a th ird  book  abou t a 
liv in g  D ovorian . E n title d  Greetings, 
Dover! it te lls th e  story  of Jack  H ew itt 
MBE, a w ell-know n character, now  90 
years old, w hose m em ories of Dover go 
back  to the  F irst W orld War. Jack  has 
given a life tim e of service to th e  people 
of Dover, m ainly , b u t n o t only, th rough  
h is  very  m a n y  years in  th e  scou t 
m ovem ent an d  in  the  O rder o f St John . 
In  b o th  o rgan isa tions he  held  an d  holds



h ig h  office locally  an d  was held  in  h ig h  
esteem  nationally . H is 29 years in  the  
C ounty  A m bulance Service also enab led  
Jack  to serve th ro u g h  h is p a id  work. Jack  
has travelled  w idely all over th e  w orld 
seeking u n u su a l experiences in  far flung 
p arts  o f th e  w orld such as ce leb ra ting  the  
M illenn ium  in  the  A ntarctic! He is a 
very  cheerfu l b u t cheeky chappy  who 
h as  o ften  'go t away w ith  m u rd e r/ 
p a rticu la rly  du ring  h is  w ar service, an d  
h is  sto ry  is p ack ed  w ith  am u sin g

anecdotes in c lu d in g  how  he got th a t 
u n iq u e  laugh  of his. The book  is well 
illu stra ted  w ith  over 100 photographs, 
m an y  of Dover.

The book  should  be available m id  
A pril, p robab ly  p riced  a t £10, an d  w ill be 
available d irec t from  D erek Leach (01304 
823926), delivered free in  Dover o r by 
post (£1.50 p& p). Cheques should  be 
m ade payable to D A Leach. It w ill also 
be available a t WH Sm ith, Dover, Dover 
L ibrary  an d  M useum  an d  Jy le r 's  of Deal.

2002  
Dover Pageant

5th S' 6th May 2002
2 .30p m  - 5 .00p m  in  th e  

G rounds o f  D over C o lleg e
The Story of Dover is told th rough 
n arra tion , dram a, music, dance and  
colourful period costumes. Noreen 
Thom as from  Templeside has w ritten  
the script w hich brings alive 2000 years 
of history.

M any schools, individuals and  local 
groups, including the Dover Society, 
participate in  th is m ajor com m unity  
theatre  production  w hich first took 
place in  1908.

Jo in  us in  a bygone age, surrounded 
by buildings of the 12th cen tury  for an  
en terta in ing  afternoon.

The Dover Pageant program m e is 
now on sale at £1.00 plus postage 44p. 
p ick e ts  are also on sale at £3.00. You 
can pay £5.00 to secure fron t row seats.

For tickets, programmes and  
further details contact:
The Pageant M aster 

4 H arold S treet 
Dover, K ent CT16 1SF 

Tfel: 01304 242990 
Em ail: doverpagean t@ bin ternet.com

PART 1
Episode 1 - King A rthur
Episode 2 - Bronze Age Boat
Episode 3 - Rom ans
Episode 4 - Anglo Saxons
Episode 5 - Dover M arket and  Fair
Episode 6 - Eustace of Boulogne
Episode 7 - W illiam  I
Episode 8 - Stephen and  M atilda
Episode 9 - H enry  I
Episode 10 - Richard I
Episode 11 - King John  and  Padulf
Episode 12 - Edward I
Episode 13 - H enry  V
Episode 14 - The Black Death
Episode 15 - H enry  VII
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PART 2
Episode 1 - H enry  VIII
Episode 2 - Elizabeth I
Episode 3 - Charles II
Episode 4 - Smugglers
Episode 5 - French Revolution
Episode 6 - Nelson
Episode 7 - W H Sm ith
Episode 8 - Queen Victoria
Episode 9 - Edward VII
Episode 10 - Zeebrugge Raid
Episode 11 - Hop Pickers
Episode 12 - General M ontgom ery
Episode 13 - Elizabeth II
Episode 14 - Finale
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