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THE CHRISTMAS FEAST w as h e ld  o n  
D e c e m b e r  1 4 th  2002 in  D o v er 
C o llege R efecto ry , i ts  u s u a l  v en u e , 
a n d  th o s e  w h o  a t te n d e d  e n jo y e d  th e  
c u s to m a ry  s p le n d id  b u f fe t  p ro v id e d  
b y  th e  C o lleg e  c a te r e r s  a n d  a 
w e lc o m e  s h e r r y  a n d  a m p le  w in e , 
p ro v id e d  b y  th e  S ocie ty . T h e re  w as 
t h e  c u s to m a ry  ra ff le , w i th  m a n y  
e x c e l le n t  p r iz e s  s u i ta b le  fo r  th e  
fe s tiv e  s e a s o n ,  a n d  s o m e  c a ro l  
s in g in g ,  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  a n  
e la b o r a te ly - i l lu s t r a te d  so n g  s h e e t,  
p u t  to g e th e r  b y  J o a n  o n  h e r  
c o m p u te r . L ill ia n  K ay gave a  r e a d in g  
f ro m  D ic k e n s  a n d  le d  th e  c a ro l  
s in g in g  w ith  h e r  u s u a l  e n th u s ia s m .

M a n y  th a n k s  a re  d u e  to  J o a n  w h o  
o rg a n is e d  th e  ev en t, to  M ike  w h o  
su p e rv is e d  th e  w in e , L il l ia n  w h o  le d  
th e  s in g in g  a n d  S h e ila  a n d  J e re m y  
w h o  r a n  th e  raffle.

H o w ev er... t h e r e  w as o n e  
d is a p p o in tm e n t  a n d  th i s  w as th e  
a t te n d a n c e  a t  th e  ev en t. I t  w as th e  
lo w es t n u m b e r  o f  m e m b e rs  w e h av e  
h a d  s in c e  th e  F eas t w as f irs t h e ld  a t  
th e  C ollege.

O n ly  54 m e m b e rs  w ere  p r e s e n t  
a n d , w h ile  th i s  n u m b e r  w as j u s t  
e n o u g h  to  c o v e r  th e  c o s t  o f  th e  
e v e n in g , th i s  w as n o t  o u r  m a in  
c o n c e rn .  I t  is  a  la rg e  h a ll ,  n e e d in g  a 
la rg e  g a th e r in g  to  p r o m o te  a  
co n v iv a l a tm o sp h e re . T h e  a c c o u s tic s  
a re  p o o r  a n d  i t  is  d if f ic u lt fo r  v o ic es  
to  c a r ry  h e re . T h e  c a ro l s in g e rs  d id  
th e i r  b e s t, b u t  so u n d e d  o d d ly  w e a k  
w ith  su c h  re d u c e d  n u m b e rs .  I n  th e  
p a s t  w e h a v e  h a d  b e tw e e n  e ig h ty  a n d

o n e  h u n d r e d  p e o p le  a t  th e  F east. We 
w o u ld  lik e  to  a t t r a c t  su c h  n u m b e rs  
ev e ry  y e a r  to  m a k e  th is  a  fes tiv e  
g a th e r in g .

So w h a t  is  th e  an sw e r?
We w o u ld  b e  r e lu c ta n t  to  c h a n g e  

th e  v e n u e . W e t r i e d  th i s  o n c e , 
w ith o u t  success. A lso , n e w  m e m b e rs  
a t te n d in g  th e  F eas t fo r  th e  f irs t tim e , 
w ere  d e l ig h te d  a n d  aw ed  b y  th e i r  
su r ro u n d s , d e c la r in g  i t  a  m a rv e llo u s  
p la c e  fo r  a  C h r is tm a s  feast.

W hy  d id  w e h av e  few er m e m b e rs  
t h a n  in  th e  p a s t?  W as i t  th e  co s t o f  
th e  e v e n in g  - £18.50, th e  s a m e  as 
2001? T h is  w as n o t  u n re a s o n a b le ,  
c o n s id e r in g  th e  p r ic e  in c lu d e d  th e  
h i r e  o f  th e  h a ll ,  th e  d e lic io u s  b u f fe t  
w ith  a t te n t iv e  se rv ice , a  g e n e ro u s  
s c h o o n e r  o f  s h e r ry  o n  a r r iv a l ,  a m p le  
r e d  a n d  w h ite  w in e  p ro v id e d  o n  e a c h  
ta b le  a n d  co ffee  a n d  m in ts  to  follow .

J o a n  is  in v e s t ig a t in g  th e  
p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  r e d u c in g  th e  co s t n e x t 
y e a r  b u t  i t  w o u ld  n o t  b e  s u b s ta n t ia l ly  
le s s  t h a n  th i s  y e a r 's  f ig u re . I n  
a d d i t io n  th e  c o m m it te e  h a s  
d is c u s s e d  a t  s o m e  l e n g th  th e  
q u e s tio n  o f  p ro v id in g  e n t e r t a in m e n t  
a n d  h o p e s  to  do  th is  n e x t  t im e . I n  th e  
p a s t  w e h a v e  h a d  v a r io u s  
c o n t r i b u t io n s  f ro m  in d iv id u a l  
p e r fo rm e rs , o r  g ro u p s , su c h  as th e  
'B a rb e r  Shop'.

We w o u ld  l ik e  to  h av e  so m e  v iew s 
a n d  s u g g e s t io n s  f ro m  m e m b e r s .  
W h a t w o u ld  y o u  lik e ?  H ave y o u  id e a s  
fo r  e n t e r t a i n e r s ?  P le a s e  r e p ly  as  
'L e tte rs  to  th e  E d ito r ' a n d  w e c a n  
p r i n t  y o u r  view s.


