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WE KNOW THAT DOVER'S CHALK 
CLIFFS a re  r id d le d  w ith  caves a n d  
tu n n e ls  c re a te d  a t d iffe ren t tim e s  over 
h u n d red s , if  n o t th o u san d s , o f years. 
T hey  have b e e n  u sed  to  live in , to 
sh e lte r  f ro m  b o m b s  a n d  sh e lls , to  
h o u se  w a r tim e  h o s p ita ls  a n d  
co m m a n d  ce n tre s  and , m o re  recen tly , 
as a reg io n a l seat o f g o v e rn m e n t in  th e  
even t o f a n u c le a r  a ttack .

TWo years ago D over H arb o u r  B oard 
gave Les H olyer, a n  em p lo y ee , 
p e rm iss io n  to  film  som e o f th e  W hite 
Cliffs' m o re  re c e n t a n d  lit tle  k n o w n  
caves. T h is v ideo  was show n w ith  som e 
s ti ll  p h o to g ra p h s  to  a n  e n th ra l le d  
a u d ien c e  o f 120.

W ith  w ar th re a te n in g  in  1939, th e  
R oyal N avy b e g a n  to  c o n s tru c t  34 
sto rage caves for a m m u n itio n , m in es, 
to rp ed o es  a n d  fuel in  th e  cliffs b e h in d  
th e  E aste rn  Docks. T he access tu n n e ls , 
passagew ays a n d  sto rage caverns w ere 
dug w ith  h an d -h e ld  co m p re sso r too ls 
a n d  f itte d  o u t 24 h o u rs  every  day, 
d e s p ite  th e  sh e llin g  a n d  b o m b in g , 
u n t i l  th e y  w ere co m p le ted  in  1944.

F irs t we w ere  sh o w n  th e  w orks 
asso c ia ted  w ith  th e  m assive o il storage 
reservo irs. T he o r ig in a l a im  was to 
p ro v id e  e n o u g h  fu e l to  su p p ly  th e  
H om e F lee t for te n  days. B eh in d  two 
in n o c e n t lo o k in g  e n tra n c e s  a t th e  foot 
o f th e  cliffs a re  access tu n n e ls  10 feet 
w ide a n d  e ig h t fee t h ig h  le ad in g  to

eleven  fligh ts o f s ta irs  w ith  165 steps u p  
to  th e  s to rag e  level. H ere, in  th e  
ho llow ed  o u t caverns a re  five storage 
rese rv o irs  m a d e  o f co n c re te  th re e  fee t 
th ic k  a n d  32 fee t w ide, 600 fee t lo n g  
a n d  40 fee t deep. W hen  fu ll th e y  cou ld  
h o ld  4,155,741 g a llo n s o f oil. A s im p le  
f lo a t in  th e  o il c o n n e c te d  to  a n  
ex te rn a l gauge in d ic a te d  th e  c o n te n ts  
a t a ll tim es. A n 800 fee t lo n g  p ip e  
tu n n e l  w ith  18 in c h  p ip e s  co n n e c te d  
th e  rese rv o irs  to  th e  E aste rn  A rm  to 
receive th e  o il fro m  ta n k e rs  a n d  su p p ly  
th e  Royal N avy vessels.

T h ere  was se p ara te  access to  th e  
p e tro l ta n k  caves. T he access tu n n e ls  
a re  o n ly  th re e  fee t w ide a n d  seven fee t 
h ig h . L a rg er tu n n e ls  w ere  dug  
sp e c ia lly  to  a llo w  th e  e ig h t m e ta l 
p e tro l ta n k s  th ir ty  fee t lo n g  by  n in e  
fee t ro u n d  to  b e  in s ta lle d  in  th e  th re e  
ch a m b e rs . T h e  p assag e  c o n n e c t in g  
th e se  ch a m b e rs  is 146 fee t lo n g  a n d
96,000 g a llo n s  o f  p e tro l  co u ld  b e  
stored.

F in ish e d  in  1944 th is  com plex  was 
u sed  b efo re  th e  e n d  o f th e  W ar a n d  was 
n o t  e m p tie d  o f fuel u n ti l  1968.

In  1991 th e  M in is try  o f D efence 
h a n d e d  th e  com plex  to  D over H a rb o u r 
B oard. V arious su g g e s tio n s  fo r  its  
fu tu re  use have b e e n  m ad e  in c lu d in g  
w in e  sto rage , m u s h ro o m  fa rm in g , 
s a n d /b a l la s t  s to rag e  a n d  even  a 
m u ltis to re y  ca r  p a rk . P erh ap s it  is b es t 
le ft as a r e m in d e r  to  fu tu re  g e n e ra tio n s  
o f th e  le n g th s  B rita in  was p re p a re d  to 
go in  o rd e r  to  d efen d  th is  coun try .

U n fo rtu n a te ly , s itu a te d  in  th e  h ig h  
se cu rity  a re a  o f th e  E aste rn  D ocks a n d  
b e in g  so h a z a rd o u s , th e re  is n o  
p ro sp ec t o f i t  b e in g  o p en e d  to  th e  
pub lic .


