
The Western Heighits
Preservation Societ1------------- ;---------1------- j------------ sp---wy report from Chris Thft

S in ce  th e  la s t ed itio n  o f  th e  D o ver  S o c ie ty  N e w s le tte r ; th e  W estern  H e ig h ts  
P reserva tio n  S o c ie ty  (W H P S) h a s  re m a in e d  b u sy . T h is  tim e  o f  y e a r  is w h e n  w e  
p la n  th e  s u m m e r  a c tiv itie s  a n d  so are b u sy  w o rk in g  a w a y  b e h in d  th e  scenes. 
D esp ite  th is  w e h a ve  s ti ll fo u n d  tim e  to u n d e r ta k e  so m e  m o re  p ro je c t w o rk  a t  th e  
Tbw n D itc h  a n d  h a ve  b een  a b le  to a rrange  a  v is it  to th e  C ita d el  - n o w  th e  
Im m ig r a n t  R e m o v a l C entre. F or m o re  d e ta ils  o f  w h a t  w e h a ve  b een  p la n n in g  a n d  
w o rk in g  on  see th e  su m m a r ie s  below.
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Town Ditch Work Days
L ast y e a r  w o rk  b e g a n  o n  c le a r in g  th e  d itc h  le a d in g  f ro m  th e  D ro p  R e d o u b t to  
th e  c l if f  edge. S in ce  th e n ,  m o re  p ro je c ts  days h av e  b e e n  u n d e r ta k e n  a n d  m o re  
a re  p la n n e d  w ith  th e  a im  o f  c le a r in g  th is  d itc h  c o m p le te ly  - o p e n in g  u p  
W e ste rn  H e ig h ts  a n d  im p ro v in g  access. P r io r  to  c o m p le t in g  th e  c le a ra n c e  w ork , 
how ever, a  fe n c e  w ill n e e d  to  b e  e re c te d  a t  th e  fa r  e n d  to  p re v e n t a c c id e n ts . So 
far, w o rk  is p ro g re s s in g  v e ry  w ell a n d  b y  th e  n e x t u p d a te  I h o p e  to  b e  ab le  r e p o r t  
th a t  th is  w o rk  is c o m p le te .
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Planning for this year's Lecture and Open Day
T h e  W e ste rn  H e ig h ts  O p e n  D ay  2003 w ill h o p e fu lly  b e  th e  b ig g e s t a n d  b e s t  ever. 
T h is  y e a r 's  even t, o rg a n is e d  b y  th e  W h ite  C liffs C o u n try s id e  P ro je c t, w ill b e  o n  
S u n d ay  8 th  J u n e  2003. As in  th e  p a s t, th e  W H PS w ill r u n  a  s ta ll o n  th e  s ite  o f  
th e  fo rm e r  G ra n d  S h aft B a rra ck s  an d , as la s t  year, w e sh a ll b e  o p e n in g  th e  
G ra n d  S haft. O n  to p  o f  a ll th is  w e h av e  a p p ro a c h e d  E n g lish  H e r ita g e  to  
in v e s tig a te  th e  p o s s ib il i ty  o f  a  o n e -d a y -o n ly  o p e n in g  o f  th e  D ro p  R edoub t. 
S h o u ld  p e r m is s io n  b e  g ra n te d , m o re  d e ta ils  o f  th is  w ill b e  a v a ila b le  f ro m  th e  
W H PS a t  th e  b e lo w  ad d ress . W ith  a ll th is  e x tra  w o rk  p la n n e d  w e sh a ll  b e  
r e q u ir in g  m o re  a n d  m o re  m e m b e rs  to  h e lp  o u t - i f  y o u  a re  n o t  a  m e m b e r  
a lread y , n o w  w o u ld  b e  th e  t im e  to  jo in .

-̂5̂ -

Memories Project
As p a r t  o f  o u r  c o n t in u in g  c o m m itm e n t  to  p re se rv e  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  W e ste rn  
H e ig h ts , o u r  C h a ir  fo r  P u b lic i ty  a n d  P ro m o tio n s , T k m sy n  E dw ards, h a s  
la u n c h e d  a  p ro je c t  to  c a p tu re  m e m o r ie s  p e o p le  h av e  o f  th e  H e ig h ts  as  i t  o n c e  
w as. F or m o re  in f o rm a t io n  see  th e  fo o tn o te  to  th is  a r t ic le  a n d  f in d  o u t h o w  y o u  
m a y  b e  ab le  to  h e lp .



Citadel Visit
O w in g  to  th e  c h a n g e  o f  u se  a t  th e  fo rm e r  Y oung O ffen d e rs  I n s t i tu t io n ,  v is its  to  
th e  C itad e l B a s tio n  w ere, fo r  a  tim e , n o t  p o ss ib le . N ow  th e  c h a n g e o v e r  is 
c o m p le te , how ever, th e  W H PS is o n c e  m o re  ab le  to  o ffe r its  m e m b e rs  th e  c h a n c e  
to  v is i t  th is  f a s c in a t in g  p a r t  o f  th e  H e ig h ts . T h e  firs t t r ip  is se t fo r  m id  F e b ru a ry  
a n d , a t  th e  t im e  o f  w ritin g , p la c e s  a re  f illin g  fast. I f  y o u  w o u ld  b e  in te re s te d  in  
jo in in g  th e  n e x t v is it, c o n ta c t  th e  S o c ie ty  a t  th e  ad d re ss  b e lo w  to  j o in  th e  W H PS 
fo r  n ew s o f  th e  n e x t tr ip .
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Information Sheets
I n  p r e p a ra t io n  fo r  th e  O p e n  Day, a n d  as g ro u n d in g  fo r  fu tu re  w ork , th e  W H PS 
is p ro d u c in g  a se rie s  o f  h is to r ic a l  in fo rm a t io n  sh e e ts  o n  v a r io u s  p a r ts  o f  
W e ste rn  H e ig h ts . T h e re  is a  lo t  o f  w o rk  in v o lv e d  b u t  i t  is h o p e d  th e  firs t b a tc h  
(w h ic h  w ill in c lu d e  th e  D ro p  R edoub t, St. M a r tin 's  B a tte ry  a n d  N o rth  E n tra n c e )  
w ill b e  re a d y  fo r  th e  O p e n  D ay  in  Ju n e .

l b  c o n t in u e  o u r  w o rk  th e  S o c ie ty  n e e d s  th e  s u p p o r t  o f  its  m e m b e rs , w h o m  w e 
th a n k  fo r  a ll th e i r  h e lp  so far. We a re  e n c o u ra g in g  n e w  m e m b e rs  to  j o in  a n d  
w e lc o m e  id e as  f ro m  a n y o n e  th a t  c a n  f u r th e r  o u r  w ork . Tb f in d  o u t m o re  o r  to  
j o in  p le a se  c o n ta c t  th e  H o n . S e c re ta ry  at: 66 U n io n  R oad, D eal, K en t CT14 6AR 
o r  v is i t  th e  s ite  w w w .d o v er-w e ste rn -h e ig h ts .o rg .u k

f o o t n o te :  Memories of the Western Heights
CAN YOU HELP? Tbwards th e  en d  o f th e  w ork ing  life  o f th e  G rand  Shaft B arracks 
a t D over's W estern  H eights, M r Ron W hite was w ork ing  in  th e  k itch en , c a te rin g  for 
fam ilies  stay ing  a t 20 M arried  F am ilies H ostel, as th e  G rand  Shaft B arracks was 
k n o w n  a t th is  tim e. F orty-three years la te r  M r Ron W hite  was re liv in g  h is  m e m o ries  
o f W estern  H eights a n d  sh a rin g  those  ex p erien ces w ith  th e  W estern  H eights 
P reserv a tio n  Society (W HPS). T hese m e m o rie s  fo rm  p a r t  o f a new  p ro jec t ru n  by  
th e  WHPS to cap tu re  a n d  reco rd  for p o s te rity  p eo p le 's  m em ories , experiences  a n d  
stories. In  fu rth e ra n c e  o f th is  p ro jec t we are  ap p e a lin g  for an y o n e  w ith  m e m o rie s  
o f D over's W estern H eigh ts to  m ake  co n tac t w ith  th e  Society.

THINK BACK... Were you  b ased  a t th e  b arrack s?  D id you  w ork  a t th e  H eights? W ere 
you  a ch ild  w ho p layed  w ith  y o u r frien d s a t W estern  H eights? Do you  rem e m b er 
y o u r re la tives ta lk in g  ab o u t W estern  H eights? Do y o u r frien d s have m e m o rie s  o f 
v is itin g  th e re?

We w an t to h e a r  from  you to  sh are  y o u r m e m o rie s  w ith  us a n d  h e lp  us to  p iece  th e  
jigsaw  together. T he Society is k ee n  to  find  ou t m o re  o f th e  secrets th e  H eigh ts m ay  
ho ld . If  you  feel th a t you ca n  assist us w ith  o u r research  th e n  p lease  do n o t h es ita te  
to  co n tac t T&msyn Edwards, C hair o f P u b lic ity  a n d  P ro m o tio n s  at: 8 A stor Avenue, 
Dover, K ent CT17 OAR or em ail tam syne@ excite .com . You m ay  also w ish  to  v isit ou r 
w ebsite w w w .dover-w estern-heiqhts.org .uk

http://www.dover-western-heights.org.uk
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