
Plans for
DOVER DISCOVERY CENTRE

report from  Terry S u tton

DOVER DISCOVERY CENTRE, constructed  
from  the shell of the closed down W hite 
Cliffs Experience, is g radually  tak in g  
shape w ith the overall pro ject scheduled 
by com pletion  th is tim e next year. Dover 
D istrict Council han d ed  the  com plete 
property, n o t includ ing  Dover M useum, 
over to K ent C ounty  C ouncil, saving 
d istrict council tax payers £100,000 a year.

Ju lie  F lanagan  has b een  appo in ted  
m anager of the  new  Discovery Centre. 
The com pletion  of the  cen tre  w ill be in  
four phases, providing a le a rn in g  and  
leisure cen tre for the  Dover district. The 
first phase, a lready com pleted, was the  
open ing  of the  UK on-line In fo rm ation  
an d  C om m unications Technology (ICT) 
com pu ter cen tre linked  as th e  hub  to six 
sa te llite  o u ts ta tio n s  in  Dover, Deal, 
W hitfield, Tbwer Ham lets, St. Radigund's 
an d  E lvington. A no ther early  com pletion  
is a pre-school nu rsery  for ch ild ren  aged 
3-5 an d  an  a r t studio.

The second  phase, schedu led  for 
com pletion  a round  Easter, is the  move of 
th e  A dult E d u ca tio n  C en tre  from

W estm ount, F olkestone Road so th a t 
students can  start the  sum m er te rm  a t the  
new  location . The th ird  phase, in  the  
sum m er m onths, is the  sw itch of the  
public  lib ra ry  f  rom  M aison D ieu H ouse 
to the  Discovery Centre. Also m oving 
there  w ill be the  ju n io r  lib ra ry  from  
M aison D ieu Gardens an d  the  depot for 
the  m obile library. A new  facility  w ill be 
a dedicated youth  lib ra ry  geared towards 
teenagers.

The official open ing  for the  lib ra ry  
com plex is set for Septem ber 6th, b u t th a t 
could be ro lled  back. At th a t stage the  
cafe-restaurant, w ith  60 covers, should be 
open. Kent C ounty Council is p u ttin g  the  
cafe m an ag em en t out to franchise.

T he fin a l exciting  stage o f th e  
en terp rise  w ill be the  open ing  of the  
form er T im e an d  Tide theatre, in  the  
tower block, as a com m unity  theatre, 
w ith  seating  for an  audience of a round  
120. In  charge of the  pro ject is Roger 
G abriel, a fo rm e r p u p il an d  th e n  a
teacher a t Dover G ram m ar School for
Boys.

EDITOR'S NOTE. View of the 
new White Cliffs Experience 
and the Museum, featured in 
Newsletter 10, May 1991. At 
the time Leo Wright 
commented, 'how happy we 
would he if the hanks and 
shops could he re-located, thus 
making possible a piazza and 
stepped garden and opening 
up the side view of what is 
arguably the best building in 
Dover'. What a great idea. 
Could it still be done?


