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--------------------------- Report by Jeremy Cope ---------------------------

THE RIVER DOUR
A m eeting of the Dour Steering Group 
was held  on 10th October at Crabble 
Corn Mill bu t prior to the m eeting 
com m ittee m em bers received a guided 
tour of recent works carried out by  the 
E nv ironm en t A gency along Barton 
Path. The Agency has excavated w ithin 
the riverbed to form a continuous and 
deeper channel. The resultant gravel 
has been  used to form islands w ithin 
the river. We now have a section of river 
whose m ovem ent is visually m ore alive 
and varied and is m uch closer in nature 
to the original Dour. In tim e the new ly 
form ed islands will be covered in  
n a tu ra l vegetation, an  a ltogether 
superior prospect. Com m ittee m em bers 
w ere very im pressed. M em ber Joan 
Liggett had previously told m e of her 
pleasure in the effect created by the 
new  works including the wildlife to be 
seen, for instance am ongst the birds, a 
heron. I would urge m em bers to go and 
look for them selves.

At the m eeting we received reports by 
the E nvironm ent A gency of sim ilar 
works carried out at Kearsney Abbey 
and Pencester Gardens. The agency will 
also re-examine the work carried out 
last year w hen  logs were used in an 
attem pt to form a narrow er w inding and 
faster flowing waterway. U nfortunately 
the logs have becom e a trap for rubbish 
and hence rather ugly. The form ation of 
the restricted waterw ay will also take

m uch longer than  this year's m ethod of 
excavating channels. The Agency has 
also carried  ou t th e ir  an n u a l 
m a in ten an ce  w ork to ensu re  an 
un im peded  flow along the river. There 
was an update on the effects of this 
sum m er's flooding and of the liaison 
w ith local groups to m itigate future 
problems.

The White Cliffs Countryside Project 
has this sum m er operated its rubbish 
clearance working parties, G reen Gangs 
and guided walks. They have w orked on 
the signage, a thankless task w ith river 
w alk notices, w hich for som e odd 
reason  fall victim  to lorries. The 
organisation does not have any funding 
for its river work so that we m ust be 
very grateful for their com m itm ent. If 
you w ant to see one result of its work 
look at the B&Qlake. W hen I last did so 
there  was m in im um  rubbish, w ater 
birds and a strong growth of rushes and 
other plants that gave us a little nature 
reserve in  the m iddle of the town.

The District Council continues w ith the 
clearance work of areas under their 
responsib ility . I ra ised  two m atte rs  
brought to m y attention by  m em bers, 
rats and dog fouling, and in  bo th  cases 
these are being addressed, bu t if you see 
problem s do rep o rt these  to the 
Council's environm ent departm ent.

The Tbwn Council is seeking to obtain a



licence from  Netto to allow it to clear 
the  banks of the  river p articu larly  
around the B&Q lake. There were also 
reports from the H arbour Board and 
Folkestone and Dover Water Services. I 
was im pressed  by  everyone 's 
com m itm ent to the Dour and the ir 
recogn ition  of its qualities and  
potential. It bodes very well for the

COWGATE CEMETERY
With au tum n comes the task of mowing 
the cem etery; of cutting back the growth 
of spring and summer. The vigour of the 
growth never fails to surprise me. It 
makes for a lovely, wild display bu t this 
is paid for in our mowing and clearance 
work. We are m aking good progress and 
if anyone is interested in  joining our 
working parties please contact m e on 
01304 211348.

Over the past few m onths we have spent 
a substantial am ount on upgrading and 
repairing  our equ ipm ent. I am  
particu larly  p leased w ith  the  two 
strim m ers we have acquired. They are 
powerful and effective and have rapidly 
show n th e ir w orth. We have also 
purchased safety helm ets fitted w ith ear 
protectors and m esh visors. With this 
upgrading I feel m uch m ore comfortable 
about our volunteers' safety.

This upgrading has been  m ade m uch 
easier w ith the help of Brandon Tbol 
Hire of Holm estone Road. This is the 
first local supplier who has b een  
consisten tly  reliable, particu larly  in

future. However, the people of Dover 
m ust play their part. The rubbish w hich 
so spoils our river and its banks, is 
dropped or dum ped by  us and not by  
anyone else. In  addition, if anyone 
w ants to vo lu n teer for the  rubbish  
clearance parties you should contact the 
W hite Cliffs C ountryside Project on 
01304 241806.

repairing  our equipm ent. B randon's 
have also recognised the contribution 
we make w ithout cost to Dover and have 
been  generous in  calculating its charges. 
Our thanks to Brandons.

We are very  grateful for the  very  
generous anonym ous donations, 
towards projects, we have received over 
the past few years. It m eans that the 
overall cost to the Society has been  
substantially m inim ised.

Dover Society - Cowgate Cemetery 
Provisional Working Party Dates 2008

Thursday Saturday
3rd January 12th January
7th February 16th February
6th March 15th March
3rd April 12th April
1st May 10th May
5th June 14th June
3rd July 12th July
7th August 16th August
4th Septem ber 13th Septem ber
2nd October 11th October
6th November 15th November
4th Decem ber 13th D ecem ber


