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Society Outing
Tour o f  W addesdon M anor 

24 th  Septem ber 2016
------------------  Patrick Sherratt -------------------

It w as ra th e r  d isappoin ting  th a t only  19 
people booked for th is m ost in teresting  
trip.

I shall do m y  best to b riefly  set the  scene 
as to w hat w as m issed  as Sheila Cope has 
contribu ted  a w onderfu l article on the 
extensive gardens at W addesdon.
W ith a th re e -h o u r jo u rn e y  to 
B u ck ingham sh ire  w e w ere  aw ay  from  
Dover b y  0715. R ather poor signage for the 
coach access rou te to the  M anor b u t once 
found  gave u s a m o st m a je stic  drive 
th ro u g h  acres o f m o st w e ll-ten ded  
parkland. Note w h en  you  arrive by  car this 
experience is m issed.
W addesdon is the creation  b y  Ferdinand  de 
R o thsch ild  (1839 -1898) w h e n  he
purchased  the  farm land  from  the  D uke of 
M arlborough in  1874. Ferdinand, being  the 
son of A nselm  w ho had  taken  over the 
V iennese b an k  in  1849, w as b o rn  in  Paris 
and raised  in  F rankfurt and  V ienna.
I have looked  at m a n y  a rtic les  on 
W addesdon and  the  g rand eu r o f the  French 
arch itecture  in  the  “English shires" is a 
sight to beho ld  and  has alw ays in trigued  
m e. The following is an  extract from  a 
guest to W addesdon, possibly following a 
house p a rty  in  the  1880's, th a t I feel 
p e rfe c tly  su m s up  W addesdon. 
“W addesdon is a m arvellous crea tion  -  no t 
an  old m a n sio n  tak en  over w ith  its 
gardens, park, and stabling -  b u t a vast 
ch a teau  b u ilt  b y  its  p re se n t ow ner, 
su rrounded  by  endless gardens p lan ted  by  
h im  an d  tow ering  over a b ig  p ark

recla im ed  from  agricultural m eadow s by  
o ur host. However, I failed to g a ther tha t 
h is  p ric e le ss  tre a su re s  gave h im  tru e  
p leasure. H is clock for w hich  he gave 
£25,000, h is escrito ire for w hich  £30,000 
w as paid, h is statuary, h is china, and  his 
superb  collection  of jew els, enam els and so 
forth  -  g im cracks he calls them  -  all these  
th ings give h im  m eagre satisfaction. I felt 
th a t the  only  p leasure he derives from 
th e m  is gained  from  show ing them  to his 
friends”.
W ith such  a collection, it is difficult to do 
ju s tice  w ith in  a b rie f  article b u t to say it is 
“p ric e le ss” and  co n ta in s  th e  o pu lence  
associated  w ith  any  F rench  C hateaux is an 
und ersta tem en t.
At the  tim e of our visit an  in teresting  
exhibition of w ork  by  Kate M alone w as on 
show  w ith in  the  Coach H ouse gallery. 
Some sm all ceram ic item s w ere on sale b u t 
sadly a little too p ricey  for me.
Late afternoon  we had  a p rivate tou r o f the 
w ine  ce lla rs  in c lu d in g  tas tin g  two 
R othschild w ines. A fine “2014 R upert & 
R othschild Baroness N ad ine” C hardonnay  
from  the W estern Cape. O ur second taste 
being  “Caro 2012” a beau tifu l red  w ine 
(75% M albec and  25% C abernet Sauvignon 
m a tu red  in  F rench  oak b arre ls  for 18 
m onths). O f in te re s t is the  R othschild 
fam ily have recen tly  invested  in  p lan ting  a 
v ineyard  in  China.
A fter th is we re tu rn ed  hom e w ith  m ore 
stories tha t m ay  be told in  the  future.


