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People still talk  and  w rite  about The 
D over Pageant held  108 years ago. It 
w as a costly, loss-m aking affair, b u t it is 

c la im ed  to have added  to th e  tow n 's  
co m m un ity  pride.

O ur m em bers and guests en joyed  a m ost 
in te re s tin g  and  h u m o ro u s ta lk  on  the  
subject o f the  pageant at a public m eeting  
in  St M ary's parish  cen tre  in  O ctober w hen  
our visiting speaker w as L ynda Pearce, 
assistant cu rator at Dover M useum .
She explained  tha t in  the mid-1900s there  
w as a nationa l craze for pageants tha t 
focused on the  days of yesteryear. Dover 
decided to hold its pageant in  1908 at the 
heigh t o f the craze.
She told how  it took eigh teen  m onths of 
p lann ing  and  work, w ith  the  design and 
m aking  of h un d red s  o f costum es, th ink ing  
up  the sequences, the  crea tion  of songs 
and m usic, raising m o ney  for the  show  and 
the build ing  of a 5,000 g randstand  in  the 
g ro un d s o f D over C ollege w h ere  the  
p ageant w as produced.
The Pageant M aster w as Louis N apoleon 
Parker (who died in  1944) w ho w arned  
from  the  start tha t it m ight no t m ake a 
p rofit b u t the  v icar o f St M ary's C hurch 
(the R everend  C an on  H e n ry  B artram ) 
hoped  it w ould resu lt in  a donation  to a St 
M ary's fund. It w as he who, a fte r hearing  a 
talk  about pageants, suggested  one for 
Dover.

Mrs Pearce said 
tho se  closely  
invo lved  w ith  
th e  p ag e an t 
w ere  the
tow n 's “social 
elite" w ho had 
the  tim e and 
m o n e y  to
devote to the  show. Most 
o f the elite m ade th e ir  ow n costum es b u t 
som e w ere h ired. A round 2,000 people 
took  p a r t in  th e  14 p e rfo rm a n ce s  
including, for one show, a group o f F rench  
visitors.
Part o f the  expense o f staging the even t 
w as the  h iring  of 1,700 wigs at a cost of 
£250 b u t th e re  w ere  also low  cost 
conversions-fo r in s ta n ce  h e lm e ts  w ere  
crea ted  from  bow ler hats. The wage bill 
stacked up  to m ore th a n  £1,600.
Mrs Pearce estim ates tha t the  total loss on 
the  even t w as in  the region of £3,000 w hen  
the  loss o f g uaran tees is added to the  final 
bill.
But, she argued, the  Dover Pageant added 
to the  pride of the  tow n in  its h isto ric and 
p re sen t background. A nd th a t sp irit lives 
on  today, she declared.
*One piece from  the pageant is still sung. The 
patriotic Dover Triumph Song, words written  
by James Rhoades, is still sung lustily to the 
music o f H. J. Taylor, then the town's organist.

------------  First Speaker------------
The Dover Pageant

A ta lk  b y  Lynda Pearce 
Reported by Terry Sutton


