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D E R M E E T I N G
----------------- 2nd Speaker------------------

Voices from a Village 
A St Margaret's Oral H istory Project

A Talk by Christine Waterman - Reported by Alan Lee

Ch ris tin e  co m m e n ce d  h e r  ta lk  by  
detailing the background  to the  project 
from  w h en  th ey  w on a g ran t from  Up On 

T he D owns to the  start o f the project. She 
said tha t the  talk  w ould concentra te  on 
four m ajor parts o f the project.
M aria K ingsford W ood o f  H o lly  Lodge
This, the  earliest voice, in  d iary  form, 
detailed  h e r  life in  the  cen tre  o f the  village. 
She s ta rted  h e r  d ia ry  in  1819 and  
con tinued  un til h e r death, aged 63, in 
1853. Born M aria Loud in  1790 she lived in 
H olly Lodge, ad jacen t to the  W hite Cliffs 
Hotel, from  1818. It w as this y ea r tha t she 
b ecam e th e  secon d  w ife o f T hom as 
Kingsford Wood w ho w as 23 years o lder 
th a n  her. He farm ed the 245 acre W estcliff 
Farm.
In c id e n ta lly  T ho m as 's  n iece, M ary 
Kingsford w as m arried  to George H atton  
Loud, the  largest landow ner in  the  village.

He bough t the  esta te o f W illiam Kingsford 
w h en  he w en t b an k ru p t in  1834. T his land  
w as la te r to becom e Coombe Valley Road 
and also the  site o f the w orkhouse, la te r 
B uckland H ospital. At p re sen t h e r  diary  
only  covers up  to 1829. The St M argaret's 
H istory  Society w ould dearly  love to find 
the  la te r years o f the  diary.
M abel Evan's D iary
M abel know n as M aisie w as b o rn  in  1867, 
one of five daughters. H er m o th e r Agnes, 
w idow ed in  1897, bough t H olly Lodge and
4 acres o f land  overlooking the  sea at St 
M argaret's in  1898. She had  a house bu ilt 
and nam ed  it Platt Seline after a b each  in  
A lderney . T h is  w as to be ru n  as a 
san a to riu m  for schoolboys from  Kings 
School in  C anterbury . D esigned by  Mr 
A lport the  house w as constructed  from  
com pressed  p ap e r and  card. E xpected to 
only  last for 20 years it w as still going 40 
years later.
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M aysie w as living the re  at the  outbreak  of 
the w ar in  1914 and  had  started  h e r diary  
ju s t p rio r to that. An early  e n try  no tes tha t 
boys aged 17 years tha t she had  know n 
from  Kings w ere already  com m issioned  
officers stationed  at Fort Burgoyne. It was 
at th is  tim e  th a t  St M argare t's  w as 
rum ou red  to be a hotbed  of en em y  spies.
H er last m ajo r e n try  w as of an air attack  on 
the village during  M ay 1918. T he p ilo t was 
b rough t dow n n e a r  D over and  the  head less 
body  w as bu ried  the  nex t day.
D uring WWII M aysie w as m oved out of 
Platte Seline because the  house w as n ea r 
to the  site o f the  cross channel gun  POOH. 
R eturning afte r the w ar she found tha t the 
house w as derelict so she m oved to H olly 
Lodge and  lived there  un til she w as 90, in  
1957. H er sister rem ained  living there  
un til 1966.
Charles C roucher
Born in  1920 he cam e to the  village aged 5 
as a foster child  w ith  the  N ew m an  fam ily 
in  Curling Cottages, Capel Lane. He lived 
there  un til he w en t to w ork  in  London in  
1936.
C harles died in  1993 and  in  1996 h is w idow  
pub lished  som e of the m anu scrip ts  he had 
left her. T he 140 page book  w as m ostly  
devoted  to the  life o f the village betw een  
1925 and  1936.
A lucky  chance saw  a box o f photo 's 
donated  to the  archives. T his con tained  
m any  im ages of the  N ew m an  and  F innis 
fam ilies. O ne of the  daughters had  m arried  
one of the  F inn is boys.
Charles p layed  a full p art in  village life 
during  the  20's and  30's. He a ttended  the 
local school and  w as one of only  th ree  lads 
w ho gained  a scholarship  tha t y ea r to the 
new  D over C ounty  School for Boys, now

the  D over G ram m ar School. At the  tim e 
m ost o f the pup ils w ere fee paying.
H e m e t a n u m b er of fam ous people in  the 
village, h is favou rites  w ere  H erm io n e  
Gingold w ho lived in  the  village and  Gracie 
F ields w ho is said to have had  a cottage on 
the  beach.
T he final p a rt o f C hristine 's talk  gave the 
audience an insight into the  pro ject and its 
aim s. She th e n  con tinued  w ith  a selection  
o f slides o f fam ous people w ho had  lived in 
th e  village after 1925. T hese inc luded  
Jo h n s to n e  F orbes-R obertson  an d  his 
A m erican  wife G ertrude, a fam ous acting 
couple of the  early  20th cen tury . T hey  
lived  in  Bay H ill H ouse w h ich  th e y  
ren am e d  Bloms. In  WWII the  house was 
requisitioned , first as a hospita l and th en  
as m ilitary  accom m odation. Lady Forbes- 
R obertson becam e very  friend ly  w ith  Noel 
Coward, an o th er fam ous resid en t w hom  
she had  know n for years. T he ir post w ar 
m aids w ere in terv iew ed  as a p a rt o f the 
oral h isto ry  project.
T he Rev. Jo h n  W inn, lives at Ringwould 
b u t h is fam ily once had  a garage in  Reach 
Road. This w as ru n  by  the  four sons o f ex
ligh thouse keep er C harles W inn.
A m ajo r aim  of the  pro ject w as to gather 
w artim e m em ories. The Stone fam ily w ere 
all in terv iew ed  w ith  Jo h n  Stone speaking 
about the railw ays crossing the  village and 
the  sighting of a g reat m a n y  doodlebugs. 
G eoff C ant rem em b ered  the  early  50's and 
the  tim es of g reat change and building 
w ork  in  the  village.
C h ris tin e  gave th a n k s  to all o f th e  
v o lu n te e rs  and  in te rv ie w e e s  w ho h ad  
taken  p art in  the  project. She finished by  
show ing a clip o f a w artim e Pathe film 
about farm ing during  w artim e.


