
16

> J[a n u a :r y  m :
5 3 n r

b J n N G  .

----------------- 1st Speaker------------------
Dover Town Centre Project

A Talk by JohnAngell, Simon Crowley and Neil Wiggins 
Reported by Terry Sutton

A pprox. 65 m e m b e rs  o f T he D over 
Society  and  guests in  Ja n u a ry  w ere 
given an  upd a te  of am bitious proposals to 

p rovide an  a ttractive  link  b e tw een  the  St 
Jam es ' red ev e lo p m en t and  th e  existing 
tow n cen tre . G iving la test details o f the  
schem e w ere th re e  o f th e  five d irectors o f 
th e  D over Tow n T eam -ch a irm an  and  
jew e lle r Jo h n  Angell, esta te  agency  boss 
Sim on C row ley and  N eil W iggins w ho is 
one of the  two co m m u n ity  d irectors on 
D over H arb ou r Board.
T he o th e r two d irectors are C ouncillor 
Sue Jones, w ho we w ere told in itia ted  the 
project, and  C ouncillo r Trevor Bond w ho 
is a m e m b e r of the  sen io r m a n a g e m e n t o f 
local hotels.
Jo h n  A ngell k icked  o ff b y  explain ing  
th e re  w ere  fea rs  th a t  th e  St Ja m e s ' 
deve lo pm en t w ould  suck  trade ou t o f the  
existing  D over tow n cen tre  so som eth ing  
w as re q u ire d  to a ttra c t sh o p p e rs  and

o th ers from  St Jam es ' in to  the  m a in  s tree t 
via the  M arket Square.
H e told o f th e  finance ob tained  from  
various sources and  the progress o f various 
p ro jec ts  inc lu d in g  th e  ru n n in g  o f the  
Tuesday m a in  s tree t m arket.
Sim on Crow ley followed by  telling  of the 
very  hard  w ork  in  getting  funds to im prove 
the  tow n and  gave a so rry  descrip tion  of 
som e of the out o f tow n ow ned  m a in  street 
p ro p e rtie s  w h ere  th e  fagade looked  
reaso n ab le  bu t, in  severa l p ro pe rtie s , 
inv estm en t w as requ ired  in ternally .
The Town Team 's efforts to get these  out- 
of-town ow ners to im prove th e ir  p roperties 
had  largely  failed, he said, leaving the 
Town Team to try  to do so.

Sim on revealed  th a t ow ners o f som e tow n 
cen tre  shops w ere offering leases at zero 
re n t b u t th a t did no t get over the  cost o f the
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b usiness rate. It w as unfair, he  argued, tha t 
u n d e r the  new  business rate assessm ents 
the cost w as going dow n for som e big 
co m p an ies  such  as Tesco w h ile  the  
assessm en t w as inc reasin g  for sm alle r 
tow n cen tre p rem ises such as La Salle 
Verte.

He expressed optim ism  about aspects of 
the future. “We are on the  cusp of th ings 
happen ing  in  Dover, som e of w hich we 
m ay  no t w ant, b u t we are d e term ined  to 
m ake the  best o f w hat is available," he  said.
Neil W iggins' [the th ird  speaker] task  was 
to look to the  fu tu re  as he d isplayed  
sketches o f the Town Team 's vision for the 
upgraded  M arket Square. He explained the 
Town Team 's b id  for finance, to carry  out 
the M arket Square work, to the Dover 
Coastal C om m unity  on w hich  the  team  
served.
Neil revealed  the  team 's original costings 
for th e  upgrade and  resh ap ing  of the  
M arket Square to be in  the  region o f £1. 85 
m illion  b u t th is has b een  re-estim ated  by  
the appropria te  governm ent d ep a rtm en t at 
£3.14 million!
Town Team, he reported , has successfully  
reached  an  advanced  stage in  its b id  for the 
M arket Square finance and  a final decision 
could be expected  in  mid-M arch.

T hey  w ould th e n  be run n in g  on a very  
tigh t dead line given only  14 m onths, from 
the  tim e of being  g ran ted  the  funding, to 
start and  finish  the com plete project.
H e detailed  som e of the  proposed  changes 
to the  lay-out o f the  M arket 
Square w hich, he  said, th ey  in ten ded  to 
m ake as a venue for a series o f com m un ity  
events.
O ne of the ideas w as a large w ater feature 
onto  w hich , u s ing  lasers, w ould  be 
d isplayed G hosts o f Dover featu res telling  
the  h isto ry  of the  tow n. The bus stop for 
the  cruise ships' passengers w ould be re 
positioned  so th a t the visitors w ere b e tte r 
p laced  for the  tow n 's  h eritage  cen tre . 
U pgraded access, via Flying H orse Lane 
and  F ishm ongers ' Lane, w ould  provide 
im proved  pedestrian  links b e tw een  the St 
Ja m e s ' d ev e lo p m en t and  th e  M arket 
Square.
O ne m ajo r am bition, for the  future, w as to 
provide b e tte r  access, across the  “Rom an 
Lawn" from  the M arket Square to the 
Rom an Painted  H ouse. This could possibly 
en tail excavating and open  up  the  Rom an 
b a th  house below  the law n. But before tha t 
the re  w ould be archaeological research  to 
en su re  th e re  w as no  h id d e n  h is to ric  
artefacts.
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