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Patrick Sherratt

A  b e la ted  happ y  N ew  Year and let's hope 
som e o f th e  m u ch  h e ra ld e d  
“R egeneration" p ro jec ts  are ac tu a lly  

delivered  th is year.
It w as in  the  M arch 2015 N ew sletter tha t I 
u sed  classics to describe the  th e n  cu rren t 
situa tion  in  Dover, little has changed  as 
no th ing  has actually  b een  delivered  and 
“C om edy o f Errors", “M uch ado abou t 
Nothing" G reat Expectations", and Forsyte 
Saga" are still relevant.
D over W estern D ock s R evival (D W D R )
T his regenera tion  pro ject has b een  the 
su b jec t o f m a n y  exciting  v isua ls  b u t 
delivery  is slow, th is is possibly due to the 
DHB application  to extract sand  from  the 
G oodwin Sands. The Grade II p ie r has 
b een  p artly  dem olished  and  m uch  of the 
rubble from  the DTIZ schem e, to be used  
for infill, has becom e a series o f g iant m ole 
heaps. P lanning  applications for “The Cut" 
to the  existing W ellington Dock b u t no 
ap p lica tio n  for th e  M arina. Several 
m em bers have expressed concern  th a t if  a 
h igher construction  cost is incurred  on the 
cargo b e rth  area  tha t the  m arin a  m ay  be 
the  sacrificial lam b. I sincerely  hope this 
w ill no t be the  case.
J u s t  a n n o u n c e d  is th e  Port Services 
D ivision  (cargo hand ling , stev ed o ring  
operation) o f George H am m ond  PLC will 
tran sfe r to a w holly  ow ned  subsid iary  of 
DHB titled  Port o f D over Cargo ltd. W ithin 
the  DHB press re lease it is stated  “A s a 
subsidiary o f DHB, Port o f Dover Cargo 
Limited will be best placed to take long term  
investm ent decisions aligned to generating 
significant growth and long term employment 
security" We aw ait w ith  in te re s t the future

cargo p lans for Dover.
We continue to press DHB for “quality" 
w ith in  the  project.
A lthough  n o t th e  DWDR we m u st 
con gratu la te  DHB on the “W hite Cliffs 
Christm as" event. H ow  w onderful to see 
th e  old M arine S tation  (now  C ruise 
T erm inal 1) staging th is w ith  Ice Rink, 
stalls, eate ries etc. Early feedback is the 
even t w as a success and I look forw ard to 
seeing th is as the  leading C hristm as event 
on the South coast. The tow n m u st now  
also provide a series o f activ ities to a ttract 
visitors to the  “W hite Cliffs Christm as" to 
also v isit the town.
D over L eisure C entre
DDC C abinet have endorsed  the  location 
as W hitfield . T his h ad  a lread y  b e e n  
decided som e tw elve m o n th s ago, and 
public consu ltation  w as only  “ticking the 
boxes".
O ur concern  tha t Dover will now  have no 
leisure facility has b een  m ade to DDC 
w ithou t any  response. We shall con tinue to 
press for a facility sim ilar to those provided 
at Deal (popu lation  circa 20k) for the
30,000 residen ts  o f Dover.
DTIZ (S t Jam es D ev e lo p m en t)
Well in  2015 I dubbed th is the  g reatest 
saga. So, it co n tinues as the  pro ject should 
have b een  fully operational in  au tum n  
2016. W ith th e  m a in  c o n trac to r 
w ithdraw ing  from  the deve lopm en t and 
som e rev ised  p lans ju s t subm itted  tha t 
show  m in o r a lte ra tio n s  an d  ex ten d ed  
p lann ing  perm ission  period  to 2020 we 
aw ait w ith  baited  breath .
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In  2014 Terry Sutton asked 
m e to take up  w ith  DDC the 
fu ture use of original historic 
cobbles tak en  up  from  
D olphin Lane. Latest p lans 
do no t ind icate any  area of 
the DTIZ will have these  re 
laid as a “lane" feature, this 
particu larly  as the  DTIZ site 
is th e m ed  on  the  original 
s t r e e t / la n e s  o f St Jam es 's  
area . Indeed , n o t u sed  
anyw here on site and  despite 
at th e  tim e  “in  care fu l 
storage" I w o n d er if  th e y  
have b een  u sed  elsew here in  
the District.
Castle Street
We continue to m onito r the 
large n u m b er of applications 
as co m m erc ia l p ro p e rtie s  
con tinue to seek  change of 
use to residen tial.
S ection  215 o f  Town and  C ountry  
P la n n in g  A ct 1990
Following the appa ren t lack of action  as 
re p o rte d  in  th e  last n e w s le tte r  I am  
delighted  th a t following a m eeting  w ith  the 
Senior E nfo rcem ent O fficer and  h is team  
at DDC th in g s  are b ack  on  tra c k  in  
p articu lar p roperties  in  close proxim ity  of 
the DTIZ area. We have alw ays stressed  
tha t the  C onservation  A rea nex t to the 
DTIZ should  be m a in ta in e d  to a high 
standard.

W h ite  C liffs  Christm as S ka ting  - Cruise Term ina l 2 01 6

D over H o sp ita l (P o ly c lin ic )
T he land  next to the  new  hospital has ju s t 
b e e n  sold a t auc tion  for £1 .45m illion. 
A uction estim ate w as around  £320k. It 
tran sp ires East Kent H ealth  A uthority  sold 
th is land  to KCC possibly for a sum  around  
the  auction  estim ate. I recen tly  a ttended  a 
CCG m e e tin g  p re ss in g  for im p rov ed  
in term ed ia te  care facilities tha t have b een  
p ro m ised  b y  our MP b u t to date no t 
d e livered . T he CCG are p re fe rrin g  
in term ed ia te  care at care hom es w hich  is 
far from  satisfactory. The profit on  the  land 
sold will be u sed  b y  KCC “for the  b ene fit o f 
Kent rate payers".

AGM Reminder
An early rem inder that the Annual General 
Meeting will take place on M onday 24th 
April 2017. All nom inations for elected posts 
w ithin the com m ittee and any resolutions 
m ust be received by the secretary no later 
than  14 days before the date of the AGM.

Could you write an article or story, w ith a 
local them e, that would be of interest to other 
m em bers of the Society, or w rite reports of 
m eetings and outings? If you would like to 
subm it something m y contact details are 
inside the front cover.


