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The P artnership  held  its rece n t m eeting  
in  J a n u a ry  w h e n  th e  C om m ittee  
m em bers rep orted  back  to the  Group. O ur 

basic pro ject is to draw  together a p lan  for 
the  w hole river “Port to Source" w ith  the 
aim  to set out the w ork  n eed ed  to m ake the 
b est o f the  river. The start is to contact and 
see k  th e  co o p era tio n  o f g roups and  
ind ividuals w ith  in terests  along the river 
and  find ou t w hat th ey  feel is im portan t. 
Inev itab ly  ag reed  p ro jec ts w ill req u ire  
funding, often  quite substantial, w hich  will 
requ ire  a g reat deal o f w ork  if  b ids are to be 
successful.
A n exam ple of a p ro ject is resto ration  of 
th e  o rn a m e n ta l ra iling s (da ting  from  
around  1900) at the  ju n c tio n  of Barton Path 
and  Beaconsfield A venue. T he railings are 
the  responsib ility  o f KCC b u t w ith  the 
cu rren t funding lim itations KCC will only 
ca rry  ou t th e  b asic  w ork  req u ire d  to 
p rov ide sa fe ty  -  b u t  th e  ra ilings and  
b rickw ork  require  resto ration  if  we are to 
re ta in  and  provide an attractive feature. It 
w as hoped  th a t D over Town Council w ould 
take the  lead  including  provision of the 
m a jo r p a r t o f th e  cost. H ow ever 
councillors decided o therw ise leaving the 
Partnersh ip  to seek  funding elsew here.
A success. We are to be funded  for our 
River Tales p ro ject thank s to H eritage 
L ottery  Fund. Backing is alm ost £10,000 
w ith  the  aim  th a t in  p artnersh ip  w ith  
D over Tales G roup w e w ill p u t on 
theatrical p erform ances to publicise the 
riv e r w ith  associa ted  w o rksh op s and  
videos, tra in ing  for v o lun teers and the 
n e c e ssa ry  e q u ip m e n t. S ounds very  
exciting b u t above all will, we hope, m ake 
m any  m ore people aware of ju s t how  
special our river is.

We are also w orking on  the D our River 
Trail - a w alk w e w an t to see as p art of 
“W alkers are Welcome" program m e. It will 
be som eth ing  for ou r w ebsite cu rren tly  
being  prepared.
We have rece iv ed  fin an c ia l g ran ts  to 
inv estig a te  th e  p o te n tia l o f r iv e r 
im provem ents at Lorne Road Mill Pond, 
th a n k s  to D over Big Local and  
E nv ironm en t Agency. South East Rivers 
T rust (SERT) is also w o rk ing  on 
en v iro n m e n ta l im p ro v e m e n ts  on  the  
low er D our w ith  the  help  of a g ran t from 
Up on the Downs. The E nv ironm ental 
A gency h as given u s a couple of fish passes 
for use at Lorne Road Mill Pond and  at the 
w eir b esides H alfords -  an o th er SERT task.
We are push ing  to try  and  get catchm ent 
sensitive farm ing (m aking sure farm ing 
ru n  offs do no t pollu te the river) so th a t it 
applies to Dour. D espite getting  the  offer of 
g ran ts we have had  to give up  on “No 
fishing signs" due to a lack  of support from  
ripa rian  ow ners.
A gain W hite Cliffs C oun try side  
P artnersh ip  very  successfully  organises 
the  clean-up volun teers -  a vital task  to 
m in im ise  the  litte r in  and  besides the river. 
T hey  are also the  guard ian  for the  tim e 
being  of the  fish passes.
I w ould  like to th a n k  in  p a rtic u la r  
co m m ittee  m e m b e rs  M artina  W hite, 
D eborah  G asking, A n ita  L uckett, Ray 
N ew sam  and  Secretary  Sue Bradford for all 
of th e ir  work. We m u st also be grateful for 
the  support and  inp u ts  o f Chris G ardner of 
SERT and  B arrie N eaves o f the  
E nvironm ental Agency.


