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The Dyke Channel Causeway Project
Terry Sutton

Th ere  are occasions w h en  the C hannel 
Tunnel is overw helm ed by  the am ount 
o f traffic tha t requires to cross the Dover 

Strait. So there  m u st be som e financiers 
and  o th ers w ho so m etim es th in k  of 
building a second fixed English C hannel 
link. For the sake of the Port o f D over and 
its ferry  ow ner's stakeholders I hope tha t 
n eve r com es about. If  the future should 
ever see a road bridge, carry ing vehicles, 
tha t could see the end  of the  ferry  ports. As 
far as I can recall there  w as agreem ent 
b e tw een  the C hannel Tunnel builders and 
the two governm ents tha t there  w ould be 
no attem p t to construct an o th er fix link 
before 2020. T hat date is fast approaching 
so Dover and the ferry  ind ustry  should be 
th inking  about it.
I rem em ber, back  in  the 1970s, there  w ere 
scores o f crazy schem es to take traffic 
b e tw een  Kent and Pas de Calais. Eventually  
the schem es w ere w hittled  dow n to four, all 
o f w hich  w ere opposed by  a consortium  
know n as Flexilink, m em bers o f w hich 
in c lu d e d  fe rry  co m p an ies and  D over 
H arbour Board.
A g roup  calling  itse lf  E urobridge p u t 
forw ard  a costed  sch em e th a t w ould  
require a th ree  m ile (five k ilom etre) span 
su sp e n sio n  b ridge w ith  a m u lti-lane  
h ighw ay in an  enclosed tube.
A second  co nso rtium  called  E urorou te  
d ream t up  a 13 m ile (21 k m ) tu n n e l u n d er 
the sea tha t w ould com e to the surface on a 
series o f artificial islands to be constructed  
m id-Channel.
A th ird  group, C hannel Expressway, argued 
for a large m ulti-layered d iam eter road
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tu n n e l served b y  ventilation  tow ers in  m id­
ch an ne l to get rid  o f the  fum es from 
vehicles.
The fourth and w inn ing  team , C hannel 
T unnel G roup and  F rance M anche, 
conv inced  the  B ritish and  F rench  
governm ents the m ost practical p roject was 
a sim ple rail-only system  in  a bored  tunnel, 
based  on a sim ilar schem e p u t forward 
som e years earlier. C hannel Tunnel Group 
pointed  out its schem e w ould cause the 
least d is ru p tio n  to sh ipp ing  passing  
through  the  English C hannel and  m ost 
likely to a ttract p rivate finance.
I also re m e m b e r in te rv iew ing  the 
e n tre p re n e u r b eh in d  a schem e he pu t 
forw ard in  1962 w hich  w ould certain ly  
have h am pered  channel shipping. He was 
eng ineer Philip Dyke, th e n  living at the 
W hite H ouse H otel at East Cliff in Dover. 
T he D yke C h ann el C ausew ay Project, 
across the Strait from  Dover to Calais, 
offered so m any  advantages over a C hannel 
Tunnel or bridge tha t no one can  ignore it, 
su bm itted  M r D yke to th e  B ritish 
governm ent.

Looking ahead M r D yke's vision w as for the 
g iant 200 feet w ide causew ay to carry  four 
railw ay tracks (one to take a hovertrain),
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four m otor car lanes (two of w hich  w ould 
be for slow er traffic), and  two pedestrian  
and pedal cycle lanes on the  ou ter edge. 
But one of the m ain  advantages of his 
schem e w as the  provision of a 1,000-room 
hotel in  the cen tre at the  10-mile lim it tha t 
w ould  co n ta in  a cen tra l ha ll for 
in te rn a tio n a l co n fe rences and  concerts 
accom m odating up  to 3,000 people. The 
causew ay w ould be w ider at this point. “It 
w ould be a v irtual no-m an's land  in  the 
m iddle of the sea over w hich no nation  
could  claim  sovereign ty , p rov id ing  an  
a tm osphere  w hich  could no t be found 
anyw here else in  the world," Mr Dyke told 
the p rim e m inister. But w hat about the 
shipping tha t needed  to pass through  the 
Dover Strait? Mr Dyke had thought o f that. 
“C hannel sh ipping will be d iverted through 
tidal locks to be b u ilt at th e  ea s te rn  
en tran c e  of D over H arb o u r w ith  the  
W estern E ntrance rem ain ing  open  to traffic 
in  bo th  directions. A set o f locks will also 
have to be built at Calais," he adm itted.
Cost o f construction  (at 1962 valuation) 
w ould be around  £80 m illion  w hile it w ould 
only  take two to th re e  y ears to build

because of the m ethod  of construction  
using interlocking  steel sheets to provide 
th e  o u te r  w alls o f th e  causew ay, he 
claim ed. Every 200 feet or so there  w ould 
be a transverse wall to form  a caisson, filled 
w ith  sands p um ped  from  the Goodwins 
and, at Calais, from  the  silt banks.
M r Dyke deplored the idea of building a 
C hannel Tunnel because, he claim ed, it 
w ould  be vu lne rab le  in  w artim e  to 
destruc tion  from  en em y  depth  charges. So 
w h at h appened?  W hitehall d id n 't th in k  
m uch  of M r D yke's p roject and, eventually, 
consen t w as given for the  construction  of 
the  Tunnel we have today. I doubt if  the 
idea of artificial islands or M r D yke's m id­
channel conference centre, if  progressed, 
w ould have lasted  long.
M y belie f is they  w ould have suffered the 
sam e fate as th e  various schem es for 
lighthouses on the Goodwin Sands. M ost of 
those lighthouses sank  into the Sands, w ere 
lost in  storm s or, as happened  in  1844, 
w h en  a re tired  sea captain 's lighthouse 
project w as destroyed  w h en  ram m ed  by  a 
D utch coaster.

Christmas Feast 2016
Alan Lee

Ou r  C h ris tm as Feast took  p lace  in  
D ecem ber and  w as held  in  the  Stone 
H all p a r t o f th e  M aison D ieu. In  

a ttendance w ere 77 m em bers and  guests 
w ho w ere g reeted  w ith  a w elcom e d rink  of 
m u lled  w ine or tropical fru it p un ch  before 
sitting dow n to the now  trad itional th ree  
course  m eal. A fter lun ch , w e w ere 
e n te r ta in e d  b y  th e  'T h ree  Yarrows', 
b ro thers M ark and Joe along w ith  S tephen  
th e ir  nephew .
B everley  H all m u s t be  sp ecia lly

congratu lated  for h e r  organising of the 
event. D enise Lee once again ran  a very  
successful raffle raising  £175. T his was 
m ade possib le b y  peop le  b e in g  m o st 
generous in  donating  of som e excellent 
raffle prizes, these  w ere really  appreciated.
M any thank s m u st go to the  staff for 
p reparing  and serving the  food and  for all 
those w ho helped  anyw ay in  the  p lann ing  
and  run n in g  of the  event. T he ir efforts are 
w h a t m ade th is such a successful and 
enjoyable day.


