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When Dover Faced an Army Mutiny
Terry Sutton

The day in  1919 w hen  British soldiers in 
Dover w ere on the verge of m u tiny  and 
m arched  through  the  tow n to dem onstrate 

caused conste rnation  am ong the m ilitary  
and civil authorities.

T his w as a tim e w hen  revolution  flared 
across Europe and there  w ere fears of 
C om m unist infiltration  in  the a rm y  and 
Royal Navy.
In  D usseldorf, G erm any, troops of the 
occupying pow ers discovered the  “Reds" 
in fo rm ation  sh ee t giving com rades the  
“Rules for Revolution".
T he 1914-18 w ar was over w ith  an Allied 
v ictory  and  British troops w ere am ong 
those occupying a section  of G erm any.
T here  w as considerable tran sit th rough  
Dover docks w ith  soldiers arriving from  the 
C ontinen t to get dem obbed w hile others 
w ere being  ferried  across the Strait to carry  
out British A rm y of the Rhine occupation  
duties in  G erm any.
M any, indeed  m ost, o f the soldiers w ho in 
1919 w ere com ing th rough  Dover, had 
served in  the tren ches of F landers u n d er 
horrific conditions. T hey  had  had  enough 
of arm y  life.
Trouble began  in  Dover in  early  Jan ua ry  
w h en  h undreds of troops, after spending 
C hristm as and the  N ew  Year at hom e w ith 
th e ir  families, refused  to leave the ir Dover 
transit cam ps to board  the  ships for the 
C o n tinen t. Som e o f th e  officers in  
com m and  w ere new ly  appointed  and had 
n o t served in  the  tren ches and w h en  they  
th re a te n e d  th e  d isobeying  troo ps w ith

p u n ish m e n t they  w ere told to get lost. The 
situation  grew  tense and several hundred  
o f th e  rank-and-file  decided  to m arch  
through  Dover tow n cen tre  to dem onstrate 
about the ir various com plaints.
T hey  m arched, singing, along Snargate 
S treet from  the Oil Mills in  Lim ekiln S treet 
(now  a petrol filling station), through  the 
m ain  street to the Town Hall.
T here th ey  dem anded  to see the  mayor. 
T here w ere negotia tions betw een  the m en  
and the ir w orried  H eadquarters ' officers 
and eventually  the troops, w ithout any 
violence, re tu rn ed  to the ir tran sit cam ps. 
A nd eventually  sailed to France.
At the  tim e there  w ere scores o f dem ob 
h ap p y  se rv icem en  in  D over w ho ju s t 
w an ted  to get out and get hom e. Some of 
them  had jo ined  in  the dem onstration, 
co m pla in ing  o f dem ob delays. T h e ir 
dispersal cen tre w as am ong the h u ts  th en  
standing in  N orthfall M eadow  (n e a r  w here 
Jubilee Way now  passes) w hile th ey  slept 
in  houses in  Victoria Park, the Oil Mills, 
and the rest cam p at South Front Barracks 
th en  at the W estern Heights.
Som e of th e  ag ita tors am ong  the 
dem onstrators w ere believed  to have b een  
in fluenced  by  the real m u tin y  across the 
C hannel in  Etaples, n e a r  Boulogne, in  
Septem ber 1917.
This b lew  up  after the arrest o f a New  
Zealand soldier w ho disobeyed regulations 
by  visiting the  “posh" com m unity  of Le 
Touquet, rese rved  for officers. He was 
picked up  by  MPs as he re tu rn ed  to cam p
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over a linking bridge.
His arrest w as followed by  a full-scale 
d is tu rbance . Scuffles b roke ou t and  a 
m ilita ry  p o licem an  sho t and  k illed  a 
Gordon H ighlander corporal. His bu llets 
also in ju red  a passing French w om an.
M ore th a n  a th o u san d  an g ry  British, 
A ustralian and New  Zealand troops chased 
th e  M Ps w ho fled before  a rm y  
rein fo rcem ents w ere b rough t in  to quell the 
m utiny.
It all ended  in tears. M any of the m u tineers 
w ere charged, one w as sen tenced  to death 
and shot in  Boulogne, and th ree  o thers 
w ere given 10 years penal servitude, w hile 
others w ere jailed for a y ea r w ith  hard  
labour.
T hey  w ere in teresting  tim es. Dover has no 
m ilitary  now.

Shot A t D a w n  M onum en t, 
the N a tio n a l M e m o ria l A rb o re tu m  in  S taffordshire
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