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APRIL MEETING
The Royal Marines Heritage Trails 

Deal and Walmer
A talk by Bill Butler - Reported by Alan Lee

Bill opened  his p resen ta tio n  by  stating 
th a t h is  fam ily  b ack g ro u n d  in  th e  
m ilitary  had  led h im  aw ay from  the forces 

w ith  all o f the  drill and  discipline. He left 
school in  the  m id  60's w ith  varied  career 
opportun ities: Royal M arines Band service, 
tra in e e  rep o rte r, po lice cad e t etc. 
E ventually  he settled  on  teach ing  and 
since m oving  to SE K ent has m a in ly  
w orked  for KCC E ducation  and  Youth 
Services. He has also developed an  in tere st 
in  sound  tech n iq ues and supporting  local 
d ram a and school productions.
Bill is the  founding trustee  m em ber of a 
new  charity  in  Deal “T he Royal M arines 
H eritage Trails -  Deal and  W alm er”. This 
has led to a trem end ou s am ou n t o f extra, 
b u t enjoyable, work.
The trails are w ell on  the  w ay to being  
delivered. Bill said tha t a lternative nam e 
could have b een  “Silius T itus - 
G reen  Berets and  all tha t Jazz”
S iliu s  T i tu s  - In  February  1665 
he w as “G room  o f the  
B edcham ber” to C harles II and 
K eeper o f Deal Castle. This was 
w h en  the Yellow C om pany of 
the  D uke of York and  A lbany's 
M aritim e Regim ent m oved to 
Deal. Ju st four m o n th s after 
th e y  w ere founded, on 28th 
O ctober 1664. T hey  w ere the 
first official u n it o f the  English 
Naval In fan try  and w ould soon 
becom e know n as the  A dm iral's

S o ld ie r  o f  D u k e  o f  York  
a n d  A lb a n y 's  M a rit im e  

R eg im en t o f  Fo o te  1664  
T u n ic  w a s  m a in ly  Y e llow  

A rtist C h arles S tadden

Regim ent, la te r th ey  w ould becom e the 
Royal M arines. Silius T itus w as also the 
C aptain of a C om pany in  the  A dm iral's 
R egim ent (1666). T hey  w ere ra ised  to 
co un ter the  th rea t from  the  Dutch. The 
Yellow C om pany w ere m oved to Deal as 
the re  w as a huge Royal N aval Yard there  
and  th e re  w ere  issu es  w ith  th e  local 
fisherm en  and  the  m a n y  sm ugglers.
T h e  G re e n  B e re ts  - Official headdress of 
the  British C om m andos o f th e  Second 
World War. It is still w orn  b y  m em bers of 
th e  Royal M arines a fte r passin g  the  
C om m ando Course.
A n d  A ll T h a t  J a z z  - Q uite sim ply  “the 
finest b and  service in  the  w orld”. The 
Royal M arine D epot Band arrived in  1891, 
The Royal N avy School o f M usic in  1930 
followed by  the  Royal M arines School of 
M usic in  1950.

T here has b een  352 years of 
sh a red  h erita g e  w ith  “the 
C orps” and  th e ir  fo rebear 
reg im en ts . Som e 554,554 
recru its have passed  through  
the tra in ing  depot at Deal along 
w ith  th o u sa n d s  o f y oung  
people w ho have tra in e d  as 
Royal M arine M usicians.
Before the arrival o f the Duke 
of York and  A lbany's M aritim e 
Regim ent the  Deal N avy Yard 
looked  a fte r v esse ls  at 
anchorage  o ff th e  D ow ns
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b etw een  Deal and the  Goodwin Sands. The 
15th Light Dragoons, the  Royal Artillery, 
cavalry and  in fan try  reg im en ts occupied  
various barracks. Deal w as hom e to the 
“Blockade M en” the fo re runners o f the 
Coastguard Service.
In  1809 ligh tning  struck  the Royal Naval 
H ospital causing severe dam age. This site 
w ould becom e The East Barracks. In  1812 
the  New  N aval H ospital, w ith  a clock 
tower, w as built. T his la te r b ecam e the 
Royal M arines School o f Music. In  1861 the 
“Deal Royal M arines School o f M usic” was 
form ed and  in  1869 and occupied  the 
existing barracks in  Deal. 1871 the  Royal 
M arines P hysical T rain ing  School 
in troduced  w ith  two gym nasium s. The Old 
G ym nasium  is on  the  trail. 1892 a sea 
w ater sw im m ing  pool w as built. Following 
the sinking of HMS Victoria, in  1893 w ith  
the loss o f 180 lives, all Royal M arines had 
to be able to swim.
At the  onse t o f WWI the  Royal Naval 
D ivision w as encam ped  locally. C hristm as 
1914 R upert Brooke, naval officer and  w ar 
poet, v isited  W alm er Castle. H e w as to die 
on rou te  to Gallipoli on 23rd A pril 1915 
a fte r co n trac tin g  p n e u m o n ia  from  an  
in fected  m osquito  bite.
The RM Light In fan try  and  RM A rtillery  
form ed the  4th Battalion for the Zeebrugge 
Raid on St Georges Day, 23rd A pril 1918. 
King George V v is ited  th e  d epo t and  
inaugurated  the  “Kings Squad”, the 
top squad, and  the  “Kings Badge- 
M an”, the top rec ru it in  the  top squad.
E ight V ictoria  C rosses w ere  w on 
during  the  “Raid”. So m a n y  m en, both  
sailors and  m arin es  so d istinguished 
them selves in  battle  tha t a ballo t was 
used  to m ake the  aw ards for b ravery .
For the  4th Battalion Royal M arines 
32 m en  w ere en tered  into the ballo t

for the Victoria Cross. The ru les w ere no t 
strictly  adhered  to as the  ballo t contained  
both  Officers and  Men, thu s  contravening  
Rule 13. The ballot, by  voting slips, was
held  on the 26th A pril on the  parade
ground at the Royal M arine Depot, Deal. 
T he VCs b e ing  aw arded  to S ergean t 
N orm an  F inch  w ith  91 votes and  C aptain 
E dw ard B am ford w ith  34 vo tes [then  
ch an ged  to 64]. T he reaso n s  for the
alterations are n o t explained. All Royal 
M arine VC holders are rem em b ered  by  
streets being  nam ed  after them  at the  Old 
Infirm ary  Barracks and  at South Barracks.
T here have b e e n  a n u m b er of Royal and 
high  p ow ered  v is its  over th e  y ea rs
including  H er M ajesty Q ueen  Elizabeth 
T he Q u een  M oth er and  HRH, P rince  
Philip, D uke of Edinburgh.
Local v o lu n te e r  tra il gu ides w ill be 
recru ited  to p rom ote the  trails and to give 
guided tours. A cu rricu lum  pro ject is being  
developed to inc lude p rim ary  schools in 
Deal, Tem ple Ewell and St M argaret's w ith  
sec o n d ary  schools th ro u g h o u t D over 
D istrict also being  included.
T he Royal M arine H eritage Trails -  Deal 
and W alm er w ill be lau nch ed  on 23rd April 
2018 in  b o th  D eal and  D over in  
conjunction  w ith  the  100th Zeebrugge Day 
com m em oration . T he m em oria l to the  
fallen  and  th e  Zeebrugge Bell w ill be 
inc luded  in  the  trail.

R o ya l M a rin e s  B a n d  - S tra n d  P a la is  D a n ce  H a ll , W a lm er, K e n t


