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Patrick Sherratt

H aving b een  unw ell for m ost o f this 
y ea r I  am  grateful for the  support of 
the  C om m ittee to ensure  the Dover Society 

co n tin u e s  to m a in ta in  its  s tren g th  of 
com m ents in  respect o f local p lanning  
issues. I  am  particu larly  thankfu l for the 
w ork  taken  on by  our Society Chair, D erek 
Leach, as well as B everley Hall and Mike 
W eston w ho have k ind ly  com piled  the 
following report. The P lanning C om m ittee 
recen tly  w elcom ed two new  m em bers to 
assist u s in  o u r sc ru tin y  o f m ajo r 
reg ene ra tion  pro jects and  the  on-going 
review  of local p lann ing  applications. Since 
m y  last report, the key focus has b een  on:
D o v er W este rn  D o cks R ev ival (D W D R ).
C onstruction  of the  m arin e  struc tu res is 
u n d e rw a y  and  a second  ro u n d  of 
stakeholder p resen ta tions w as held  in  May 
to update us on the  build  program m e, 
changes to the local en v iro nm ent and the 
im pacts o f construction .
H ow ever, a t th e  tim e  o f w riting , 
u nce rta in ty  rem ains on the  overall cost 
and  tim ing  for delivering the pro ject due to 
th e  slow  and  difficult p rogress o f the  
application  by  DHB for a dredging licence 
to use the  G oodw in Sands. The Society has 
subm itted  a le tte r in  support o f the  DHB 
proposals. We received  a response tha t 
ind icated  the  delays are far from  over as 
m ore inform ation  has b een  requested  from 
DHB and  a fu r th e r  co n su lta tio n  is 
p roposed  p rio r to any  decision.
W a te rfro n t M a s te rp la n
DDC appo inted  consu ltants to p roduce a 
m a s te rp la n  for D over W aterfron t in  
O ctober 2016. It is expected  tha t the  draft 
m aste rp lan , covering  th e  n ew  m arina,

w aterfron t area/W ellington Dock and the 
tow n cen tre gatew ay (Bench St) w ill be out 
for consu ltation  in  su m m er 2017, w ith 
adoption scheduled  for au tum n  2017.
In  April, The D over Society w as inv ited  to 
a consu ltation  on an early  draft o f the 
M asterplan  w ith  several o ther stakeholder 
o rgan isations. We su bm itted  co m m en ts 
w elcom ing the  overall vision for Dover and 
the scope of the im provem ents identified. 
We also h igh ligh ted  a n u m b e r o f key 
priorities for us such as the p ro tection  of 
H istoric Dover; the need  for quality  in  
design, build  and landscaping; and the 
re c o m m e n d a tio n  th a t  DDC take th is  
o p p o rtu n ity  to s tre n g th e n  existing  
p lann ing  policies to help  ha lt and  reverse 
the  cu rren t socio econom ic decline of 
Dover. A n o th e r co m p o n en t o f the  
M aste rp lan  w ork  aim s to im prove 
connectiv ity  b e tw een  the n ew  w aterfront 
c rea te d  b y  th e  W estern  D ocks 
redeve lopm en t and the tow n cen tre and 
railw ay station. The draft p lans so far 
co n ta in  a p leasing  reco gn itio n  o f the  
im portance of landscaping, good signage 
and providing the b est local env ironm ent 
for our m any  h istorical buildings.
H o u se s  in  M u ltip le  O c c u p a n c y  (HMOs) 
Both last y ea r and  in  recen t m onths, we 
have subm itted  com m ents on a p le thora of 
p la n n in g  ap p lica tio ns  w h ich  w ould  
significantly  increase the  n u m b er of HMOs 
in  Dover. T here  is now  m uch  evidence 
from  across th e  co u n try  tha t, w itho u t 
p roper controls, HMOs do no t im prove the 
am en ity  or socio econom ic profile o f an 
area. Indeed, m a n y  HMOs have created  a 
range of local p roblem s relating  to: traffic 
and parking  issues, anti-social behaviour,
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poor or no m anag em en t o f refuse s to rage / 
collection, and  overall deterioration  in  the 
b uild ings, g a rd en s and  local b u ilt 
env ironm ent.
As m ore HM Os are added to a sm all area, 
the w orse th ings can  get. We have therefore 
raised  concerns w ith  DDC regarding recen t 
ap p lica tio ns  for HM Os in  Taswell St, 
M aison Dieu Road and Park A venue. We 
have also recom m ended  tha t the  Council 
considers th e  full ram ifica tions o f the  
escalating proliferation  of HMOs. A fully 
thought out strategy  w hich  gives p roper 
consideration  to the issues and how  they  
should  be addressed  b y  those  seeking  
p la n n in g  approval w ould  be a b e tte r  
approach th an  a p iecem eal review  of each 
application. In  the  past I have suggested 
DDC sh ou ld  m a in ta in  a reco rd  of 
p roperties tha t have anti-social activ ity  or 
do no t com ply  w ith  DDC rubbish  collection 
and o ther requirem ents. If  the  p roperty  
has a poor record  th en  the  licence should 
no t be renew ed.
D o ver L e isu re  C e n tre
Following th e ir  speedy  decision to locate 
th e  n ew  cen tre  a t W hitfield, th is  
deve lopm en t has con tinu ed  at a rap id  
pace. In  M arch, DDC agreed a deal to 
acquire 2.1 hectares o f land  at H oneyw ood 
Parkw ay in  W hitfield  and  a lm ost 
sim ultaneously  subm itted  an  application 
for full p lann ing  perm ission. The DDC 
P lann ing  C om m ittee  w ill co nsid er the  
application  soon so you  m ay  w ell already 
know  th e  ou tcom e as you  read  th is  
new sletter. Not co n ten t to rest there, M arch 
also saw  DDC p re p a re  and  issue an 
inv itation  to te n d e r for an  operator o f its 
p roposed n ew  £26m  Leisure Centre.
BAM C onstruction  w as aw arded a contract 
in  J a n u a ry  2017 in  re sp e c t to the  
groundw orks and are w orking w ith  the 
DDC team  on the p re-construc tion  phase.

The tendering  process for the  actual build  
is expected  to be com plete by  Ju ly  2017 
w ith  construction  due to start in  October 
2017. C onstruction  is expected  to take 
a round  59 w eeks w ith  a p lanned  opening 
early  in  2019. If only the  developm ents 
th a t ac tu a lly  im prove  our tow n  could  
receive this level o f focus and  resource. 
O ur concern  tha t Dover will now  have no 
leisure facility rem ains unansw ered  and 
w e shall continue to press for a facility 
s im ila r to those  p ro v id ed  at D eal 
(po pu la tion  circa 20k) for th e  30,000 
residen ts o f Dover.
DTIZ (S t J a m e s  D e v e lo p m e n t)
The DTIZ or St Jam es' area  schem e has 
m ade rapid  progress recently , w ith  the 
m a in  buildings rising  at a reasonable rate. 
DDC an no un ced  tha t RG G roup w ere being 
ap p o in ted  for th e  co n s tru c tio n  w ork  
follow ing th e  w ithd raw al o f Keir 
C onstru c tion . H ow ever, w e rem a in  
concerned  about the  im pact the  schem e 
w ill have on the  High S treet shops and 
w h e th e r the quality  s truc tu res we w ere 
prom ised  will actually  m aterialise: the fake 
flin t Tow nw all S tree t w all seg m en ts  
already  in  place do no t inspire confidence. 
The la test com pletion  date is now  quoted  
as early  2018.
S e c tio n  215 o f  T ow n a n d  C o u n try  
P la n n in g  A c t 1990
W ork continues to ensure  p roperties in 
close p rox im ity  o f the  DTIZ area  are 
p roperly  m ain ta ined  to a high standard.
D o v er D is tr ic t  L ocal P la n
DDC is in  the  process o f producing a new  
Local Plan covering the period  up  to 2037 
w hich  will set out the  key  policies for the 
d is tric t. C u rre n tly  ev iden ce  gathering , 
DDC expect to begin  the first round  of 
public consu ltation  in  J u n e /J u ly  this year 
w ith  adoption o f the  Plan scheduled  for 
2019.


