
8

OCT O r j
tB53ER M 53E .

I— \rETn NG 4

---------------Second Speaker---------------
The Dover Tram System

A talk by Brian Flood — Reported by Alan Lee

Br ia n  o p en ed  b y  sta ting  “Leeds first, 
D over second, th e  re s t n o w h ere”. He 

w as quoting  th e  “Railway W orld” jo u rn a l o f 
1898 w h en  it reco m m en d ed  th a t “L ondon 
should  ask  the  D over C ouncil for advice”, 
abou t b u ild in g  a m o d e rn  tram  system . 
D over's first public tran sp o rt tram  service 
op en ed  in  1897 and  th e  overhead  pow ered  
system  w as g reatly  adm ired

1896 th e  council approved  the  plans. T he 
council, £250,000 in  debt, close to th e  
m ax im u m  allow ed, b o rro w ed  a fu r th e r  
£28,000 to fund  th e  w orks b u t th ro u g h o u t its 
life th e  system  w as alw ays underfunded . 
C om pared  to o th e r boroughs D over tram s 
p a id  o v e r th e  odds for e lec tric ity , 
particu la rly  a fter the  council took over the 
pow er station  in  1902.

D over C orporation  had  a strong financial 
in te re s t in  allow ing D ovorians a cheap  
m e th o d  o f travel to w ork. T he tram s w ere 
seen  as key  to th e  h a rb o u r expansion, its 
grow ing w orkforce and  to D over's grow th 
and  p rosperity . W ith w ages o f £1 a w eek  the 
4d bus fare from  B uckland to th e  P ier w as 
expensive. T he in itia l tram  fare o f on ly  1d 
b rough t daily  tran sp o rt w ith in  the  reach  o f 
m ost people for th e  first tim e. In  Ju ly  1890 
th e  first designated  om nibus stops appeared  
a t th e  Bull in  Buckland, th e  Flying H orse in  
King St, M arket Place and  th e  Town Station.

T he Park  St pow er station, bu ilt in  1895, w as 
D over's  firs t p u b lic  e le c tric ity  supp ly . 
C ouncillors G F ry  (C hairm an  o f th e  L ondon 
St T ram w ay Co.) and  Sir W illiam C rundall 
(C hairm an  o f the  D over E lectricity  Co.) 
pu sh ed  to se t u p  an  elec tric  tram  system . 
(No conflict o f in te re s t then!). O pposition  
cam e from  th e  D over Gas Co. on  the 
g rounds of gas being  cheaper. J a n u a ry  1896 
J  B avington-Jones, ed ito r o f th e  D over 
Express, read  a p ap e r to th e  in fluen tia l 
D over W orking M en 's In s titu te  w ho voted 
u n a n im o u s ly  in  su p p o r t o f  o v e rh ead  
elec tric  pow ered  tram s. T he C hairm an  th a t 
even ing  w as one T. Sutton. In  N ovem ber

T he system  consisted  o f two connected , b u t 
separa te ly  ru n  lines. O ne ra n  from  the 
depot a t B uckland to C larence Place in  the 
P ier D istrict. Soon to te rm in a te  at S trond St. 
T he second  from  W orthington St to the 
depot at M axton, nex t to th e  O range Tree 
pub, now  a private  house. By 1905 the  River 
line w as com pleted . P lans to con tinue  to 
A lkham  and  to create  a line from  N ew  
Bridge via East Cliff to St. M argaret's and  on 
to the m a in  line at M artin  Mill bo th  fell 
through, ow ing to a lack  o f finance.

T he first 10 tram  cars arrived  in  1897, the 
B uckland depot be ing  u n fin ish ed  th e ir  final 
assem bly  took place in  a n e a rb y  field. 
D uring its existence D over u sed  45 tram s.

River to Pier Tram Car 22 
at Bethel Corner, Snargate Street Dover 1936
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Before 1926 all 27 w ere  pu rchased  n ew  and  
o pen  top. A fter 1926, w ith  m o n ey  in  short 
supply, ch eap er second-hand  tram s w ere 
b o u g h t from ; D a rlin g to n  (2), W est 
H artlepool (5) and  B irm ingham  (11).

O n 6th Sept 1897 M ayor H en ry  Baker drove 
tram  No. 3 from  th e  Town H all to B uckland 
th e n  dow n to the H arbou r Station. O n 1st 
D ec the  first te s t ru n  b y  car 7 on  Folkestone 
Rd. Services com m enced  at th e  en d  o f the 
m o n th . T he  firs t y e a r  saw  1,794,905 
passengers carried  and  b y  1936 th is  had  
grow n to 4,752,309. O n th e  M axton line 
tra m s  b ed e c k e d  w ith  s tre a m e rs  w ou ld  
frequen tly  carry  w edding  parties  to church.

O n a d a rk e r  n o te  th e  p re ss  re p o r te d  
acciden ts th a t had  caused  in ju ries  o r death. 
In  1902 in  F o lkestone Rd, 3 y e a r  old 
C a therine  W est ra n  in  fron t o f a tram  and  
w as killed. In  1917 at Crabble H ill the w orst 
tram  acciden t in  British h is to ry  occurred  
w h en  11 d ied and  61 people  w ere in jured . A 
second  acciden t th ere  in  1923 saw  a tram , 
dera il an d  h it  a n o th e r  tra m  w ith  no 
seriously  in jures. In  1926 Ja m e s  D riscoll 
com ing from  the E n g in eer pub  w as killed 
crossing th e  Folkestone Rd. In  1929, at the 
ju nc tion  of Biggin St and  W orthington St a 
lo r ry  d riv e r ig n o red  th e  p o in t d u ty  
po licem an 's signals, drove th rough  the  tram  
q u eu e  w aiting  to board  and  17 people w ere 
in jured . T he d river w as fined 17/- and  
b an n ed  from  driving for 12 m onths. O ften

Biggin Street Bus and Tram Stop 
at Junction o f Worthington Street

n ew spapers  had  repo rts  o f d ru n k en  m ale 
and  fem ale passengers assau lting  staff or 
avoiding th e  1d or 2d fares. In  February, 
1933 at th e  P ie r Term inus, th e  crew  had  
alighted  and  the  tram , s ta rted  by  children, 
m o v ed  o ff p ick in g  u p  sp eed . P o stm an  
Bradish, w ho w as on-board m anaged  to stop 
it before it ra n  in to  a sta tionary  tram  at the 
S trond S treet loop. O ne child  and  a w om an  
p a sse n g e r  fell o ff an d  rece iv ed  m in o r 
in juries.

A fter a tow n poll in  1911 Sunday  services 
w ere  in tro d u ced . In  1904 led  b y  th e  
Sabbatarian  p a rty  th e  poll had  tu rn e d  th is 
p ro p o sa l dow n. In  1928 a tram  posta l 
service w as in tro d u ced  on  th e  8.30pm  River 
line  tram . L etters could  h an d ed  to the 
conducto r a t an y  stop to be  delivered  to the 
m a in  p o st office n e a r  th e  W orth ing ton  
S treet stop.

Following a public  poll in  1936 m o to r buses 
w ere  in troduced , ru n  b y  th e  E ast K ent Road 
Car C om pany  th e y  w ould  rep lace th e  tram s. 
It w as agreed th a t th e  council w ould  receive 
th ree  q u a rte rs  o f th e  profit. T he last tram  
ra n  on  31st D ec 1936 d riven  b y  the  M ayor 
u n d e r  superv ision  o f d river P ercy  Sutton. It 
arrived  at th e  M axton depot a t 11.30pm. A n 
aw aiting E ast K ent bus took th e  M ayor and  
d ignitaries b ack  to th e  tow n  hall. 80 years 
la te r  a b rass locking hand le  from  th a t last 
jo u rn ey , ta k e n  b y  P e rcy  Sutton, w as 
dona ted  to D over T ransport M useum  b y  his 
fam ily. No tram s survived, m a n y  being  
d ism an tled  and  sold for scrap  and  parts. 
T he rem ain in g  flee t o f open  top tram s w as 
driven  to R iver and  b u rn ed .

T he on ly  rem ain in g  m em o ry  o f th e  M axton 
line is the  passenger sh e lte r a t th e  ju nc tion  
o f Folkestone Rd and  E lm s Vale Rd. T he last 
50 yards o f track, still in  gran ite  setts, 
survive in  th e  car p a rk  o f De Bradelei 
W harf, once N o rtham p ton  St. A  sad end  to 
th e  e ra  o f D over Trams.


