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NOVEM r>DER MEETING
---------------  First Speaker----------------

Western H eights Com m onwealth War M emorial
A talk by John Pegg

R eported b y  Harry R. Harris

On  M onday  19th N ovem ber Jo h n  Pegg 
gave u s  a c o m p re h e n s iv e  an d  

in fo rm ative  v iew  o f th e  p lan s  for th e  D over 
C om m onw ealth  M em orial.

J o h n  o u tlined  th e  h is to ry  o f m em o ria ls  in  
th e  UK, starting  w ith  th e  C eno taph  in  
L ondon  (1919), a n d  th e n  th e  N atio n a l 
A rb o re tu m  in  S taffordshire. T he D over 
C om m onw ealth  M em orial w ould  be  the 
th ird  leg o f th e  “tripod".

W hy D over? D over has a “u n iq u e  b ran d  
identity", Jo h n  explained. T he castle is the 
second  m ost v isited  castle in  th e  UK w ith  a 
th ro u g h p u t o f 300,000 visitors p e r  year. 
T h en  th e re  are the  W hite Cliffs m ak ing  
D over an  icon  w ith  th irty  m illion  visitors 
passing  th rough  every  year.

W ith 2018 be in g  th e  100th an n iv e rsa ry  o f 
th e  W orld War 1 A rm istice, th e re  has b e e n  
a g e n e ra l g ro w th  in  th e  rise  o f 
R em em b ran ce  an d  th e  se c u la r  sacred . 
M em orials have a n a tio n a l significance, the

H olocaust and  N o rm an d y  m em o ria ls  w ere 
cited  as exam ples.

W hy the  W estern  H eights? Jo h n  explained 
th a t a fifty-year decline h ad  left th e  w este rn  
side o f  D over sev e re ly  neg lec ted . T he 
dem ise o f th e  G rand Shaft Barracks, ow ned 
b y  D over D istric t Council, had  left a scar 
w h ich  n e e d e d  a tten tio n . T h ere  w as an 
excellen t b u s in ess  case for bu ild ing  the 
M em orial on  th e  W estern  H eights as w ell 
as a to p o g rap h ica l one. S itu a ted  in  a 
hang ing  valley, th e  M em orial is p ro jec ted  
to a ttrac t a ro u n d  200,000 visitors p e r  year.

U n d er the  2006 Schem e th e  M em orial itse lf 
w ould  consist o f 1.7 k ilo m etres  o f w all to 
r e p re s e n t th e  1.7 m illio n  dead . T h ere  
w ould  be  a th o u san d  n am es p e r  lineal 
m e tre . T h e  e m p h a s is  w o u ld  be  on 
accessibility; one step  w ould  cover 1500 
individuals.

T here  is also an  ecological d im en sio n  to th e  
p lans as various an im als  an d  b ird s have to
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be re s p e c te d  an d  p ro te c te d  from  
e n c ro a c h m e n t on  th e ir  hab it. Jo h n  
m en tio n ed  dorm ice  an d  b a ts  as an  
exam ple, an  im p o rtan t aspect o f any  
p ro jec t o f th is  m agnitude.

For Jo h n  th e  p ro jec t h a s  b e e n  a 
fo u rteen -year jo u rn e y  w ork ing  w ith  th e  
W estern  H eights P reserv a tio n  Society,
D over D istric t Council, K ent C oun ty  
C ouncil and  various o th e r agencies.
T h ere  have b e e n  th ree  design op tions 
w ith  a pub lic  co n su lta tio n  in  2018.
Funding, o f course, is o f p a ram o u n t 
im portance  w ith  a bu d g e t o f tw en ty  
m illion  p o u n d s  env isaged  from  various 
fund ing  sources.

jo u rn e y  h as a successfu l conclusion . The 
In  co n c lu s io n , J o h n 's  e n th u s ia sm  a n d  b e n e f its  for D over a n d  th e  w id e r 
efforts for th e  p ro jec t w ere  c learly  visible. c o m m u n ity  w ill be  a w o rth y  legacy for 
We w o u ld  w ish  th a t  h is  fo u r te e n -y e a r  y ea rs  to com e.

New Summer Social Secretary
Rodney Stone

H ello -  I have taken  over from  ou r dear 
Patricia, valian tly  backed  by  Patrick, as 

o rgan iser o f the  Society 's su m m er events. 
Equally, I w ill be  su ppo rted  b y  m y  D oreen. 
T he even ts consist o f tr ip s  usua lly  p u t 
together b y  our friend  Ia in  o f Leo's Pride 
C oaches. E nclo sed  are  deta ils  o f  th re e  
p roposed  tr ip s  for th is  year, agreed b y  the 
Executive C om m ittee  from  suggestions by  
Iain  based  on  h is w ide experience o f taking 
parties  to such  places. M ay I ask  m em bers, 
please, to give early  considera tion  and, 
w here  th e y  w ish, to sign up  to those outings 
th a t appeal to them . Please do n o t hesita te  
to co n tac t m e  w ith  q u es tio n s  a n d /o r

expressions o f in te re s t if  for the m o m en t 
y o u  are unab le  to com m it. T he Society has 
to go firm  on trip s w ell in  advance o f th e ir  
dates for th e  sake o f hosts and  partic ipan ts.

M y being  th u s  involved in  th e  Society is 
som eth ing  o f a com ing hom e for m e. W hile 
I have lived m u ch  o f m y  life in  W est Kent, 
m y  father w as b o rn  a t 309 L ondon Road and  
m y  g ra n d fa th e r  re p u te d ly  w as H ead  
P o s tm as te r o f  D over an d  W arden  of 
C harlton  C hurch  b e tw een  th e  Wars.

B everley w ill con tinue  so ably to organise 
th e  w in te r  events.

Good w ish es to all m em bers.
C ontact: R odney  Stone. D over Society  S u m m er Social E vents O rganiser. 

Bahia, 10 L ighthouse Road, St. M argaret's Bay, Dover. CT15 6EJ 
T elephone: 01304 852838 Em ail: randdstone29@ gm ail.com

mailto:randdstone29@gmail.com

