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NOVEM r>DER MEETING
---------Second Speaker---------

ChalkUp21 Trail
A ta lk  b y  C harles H ollan d

Reported by Terry Sutton

D eal-based  a rch itec t C harles  H olland  
took  o u r m em b ers  an d  o u r v isitors on 

a v irtu a l stro ll a long th e  top  o f th e  cliffs 
from  C apel to D eal w h e n  he  w as o u r guest 
sp e a k e r  a t St M ary 's  p a rish  c e n tre  in  
N ovem ber.

H e sc re e n e d  im ag es  o f th e  m o d e rn  
a rch itec tu ra l gem s to be  seen  an d  enjoyed, 
from  th e  im ag in a tiv e  B attle o f B rita in  
m em o ria l a t Capel, to D over sea front, up  
on  th e  cliffs a t L angdon  an d  fina lly  to th e  
s tru c tu re  on  D eal Pier. H is talk, en titled  
ChalkUp21, in c lu d ed  d escrip tio n s o f o th e r 
in te re s t in g  a rc h i te c tu ra l d e s ig n s  in  
s tru c tu re s  in  th e  UK and  ab road  w ith  
w h ic h  h e  a n d  h is  p ra c tic e s  h ad  b e e n  
involved.

T h e n  he  deta iled  th e  designs o f th e  n in e  
b u ild in g s  a n d  s t ru c tu re s  th a t  a re  
h igh ligh ted  on  th e  cliff top  tra il w h ich  w as 
in i tia te d  b y  D over A rts  D e v e lo p m e n t 
(DAD) to  c e le b ra te  c o n te m p o ra ry  
a rch itec tu ra l d ev e lo p m en t. A fter leav ing  
th e  Battle o f B ritain  m em o ria l he  took  h is 
w alkers to th e  v isitors' cen tre  on  S am phire  
H oe, w h e re  ex cav a ted  ch a lk  fo r th e  
C h an n e l T unnel h as  p rov ided  a w a te rfro n t 
p la tfo rm . T h en  on  to D over sea fron t w ith  
its S easports C en tre  an d  th e  T h ree  Waves 
ligh ting  and  w h ite  pav ed  b each  w alks on 
sh ing le , m im ic k in g  th e  su rf, b e fo re  
clim bing  th e  cliff p a th  from  A thol Terrace 
to th e  W hite  Cliffs v is ito rs ' c e n tre  a t 
L an g d o n  Cliffs. F rom  th e re  on  to  St 
M argaret's Bay to s tu d y  th e  Calyx cen tre  at

Above: Cliff Path Marker Birds 
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The Pines Calyx. Nigel Green

Pines G ardens, co n stru c te d  b y  packed  chalk  
from  th e  m a te ria l excavated  for th e  bu ild ing . 
A nd fina lly  a fu r th e r  w alk  along th e  cliffs to 
D eal p ie r  to e n jo y  th e  in s p ira tio n a l 
co n stru c tio n  o f th e  p ie r-en d  cafe.

D e re k  L each , c h a irm a n  o f  th e  m ee tin g , 
suggested  th a t in  tim e  th e re  m ig h t be  an  
in te re s tin g  b u ild in g  co n stru c te d  at D over's 
W estern  D ocks to add  to th e  lis t o f th e  
a rch itec tu ra l gem s to be  d iscovered  on  th e  
trail.

M r H o lland 's  co n tr ib u tio n  to th e  p ro jec t has 
in c lu d ed  th e  design  o f p laq u es  th a t m a rk  each  
o f th e  s tru c tu re s  described . H e exp la ined  th e  
p laq u es  serve a n u m b e r  o f ro les in c lud ing  
in fo rm a tio n  p rov ision  and  deta iling  w ider 
th em es.
O ne side o f each  c ircu la r p laque  reflec ts th e  
coastline b e tw een  C apel and  D eal as w ell as 
m ark in g  th e  geograph ica l p osition  o f each  of 
th e  n in e  bu ild ings an d  s tru c tu re s  h igh ligh ted  
along th e  trail. In  th e  cen tre  o f each  b ronze  
p laque, like m edallions, is a desc rip tio n  of 
th a t  p a r t ic u la r  b u ild in g  o r a rtw o rk . T he  
p laq u es  s ta rt ou t po lished , he  says, b u t w ill 
ev en tu a lly  p a tin a te  to a g reeny-blue.

Wander th e Dry Chalk Cliffs...

W ander th e  d ry  cha lk  cliffs 
F orm ed  in  th e  folded past,
W hen  th e  e a rth  w as new .

Gaze at th e  res tle ss  sea,
E ver chang ing  an d  p lum b ing  
U nfathom able  fears.

S tand in  th e  castle  keep,
W here g rey  w alls w h isp e r secre ts 
E ight h u n d re d  y ea rs  old.

C onsider th e  Pharos,
Its stones la id  b y  R om ans 
Two th o u san d  y ea rs  ago.

In  th e  m u se u m  slum bers  
A b o a t from  the  B ronze Age 
C ocooned  in  p rese rv ed  silence.

T he cha lk  cliffs are m u ch  older, 
H a u n t o f th e  b lu e  b u tte rfly  
S an c tu a ry  for sea  birds;

O lder th a n  th e  tow n,
Rare cow slips an d  w ild  orch ids 
H ave alw ays th r iv ed  here .

W ander th e  d ry  cha lk  cliffs,
M ade o f a m y riad  c rea tu res  
In  a n o th e r  age.

Merril Lilley 
8 June 2014


