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Those o f u s w ho sp en t o u r teen ag e  years  
a t school in  D over m ay  w ell re m e m b e r 

b e in g  m arch ed  dow n to th e  Town H all and  
lin ed  up, sh ivering, in  th e  Stone Hall, in  
p rep a ra tio n  for th e  an n u a l Speech  D ay 
rehearsa l. H ow  could  w e have im ag ined  
that, y ea rs  later, such  a drab, ch illy  p lace 
w as capable o f be in g  tran sfo rm ed  in to  a 
large w elcom ing  d in ing  room ? For th e  
Society 's C hris tm as lu n ch  th is  year, th e  
Stone H all w as filled w ith  tab les colourfu lly  
d eco ra ted  w ith  c rack e rs  an d  g reen e ry . 
T h ere  w ere  ta ll sh in ing  C hris tm as tre e s  too 
and, above all, it w as w arm !

A fter o u r w elcom ing  d rin k  an d  th e  chance  
to g ree t fr iends an d  b u y  raffle tickets, w e 
sat dow n to th e  th ree-cou rse  m ea l o f ou r 
choice, sh a red  w ine  an d  added  to th e  
sou n d  o f conversa tion  as th e  voices rose. 
Val a n d  h e r  y o u n g  te a m  se rv ed  u s  
c h e e rfu lly  a n d  th e  en jo y ab le  m ea l

concluded  w ith  m in i m in ce  p ies  and  tea  or 
coffee.

We w ere  en te r ta in e d  b y  T h ree 's  C om pany, 
singers Ju d ith  Sm ith  an d  P eter W hibley 
accom pan ied  b y  p ian is t Ju lia  M ook. T hey  
are an  accom plished  group  and  w e relaxed  
as w e lis ten ed  to songs from  th e  show s and  
p o p u la r operas. T hese  d u e ts  an d  solos, 
to g e th e r w ith  a C hris tm as m isce llan y  as a 
finale, w ere  v e ry  m u ch  apprecia ted .

O ur Q u een  o f th e  Raffle, D enise, assisted  
b y  h e r  fam ily, e n su red  th a t th e  raffle w as a 
success. M em bers shou ld  know  th a t a good 
raffle is an  in su ran ce  against th e  even t 
ru n n in g  at a loss and, in  sim ilar fashion, 
th e  raffle pays for th e  cost o f the  ha ll at o u r 
w in te r  m eetings.

A bove all, ou r g ra tefu l th an k s  are  due to 
B everley  w ho  u n o b tru s iv e ly  m an ag ed  the 

w hole ev en t. B everley  en ro ls  
th e  assistance o f h e r  s is te r and  
h e r  fr ien d  on  th e  day  b u t the 
am o u n t o f u n se e n  organ isa tion  
w h ic h  p re c e d e s  su c h  an  
occas io n  is fo rm id ab le  an d  
shou ld  be  p ro p e rly  recognised.

Footnote; T h ree 's  C om pany  give 
all p ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e i r  
p e rfo rm an ces  to charity . O n th is 
occasion th e y  co n trib u ted  to the  
local b ra n c h  o f P ark inson 's  UK. 
T h e ir  n ex t concert, w h ich  w ill 
inc lude  o th e r perfo rm ers, w ill 
take p lace a t St. P eter and  St. 
P au l's  C h u rch , M in n is  Lane, 
River, on  6th Ju ly .3 's Company Dover Society Xmas Lunch 2 Dec 2018


