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---------------  First Speaker----------------
Fort Burgoyne -  The Way Forward

A talk by Chris Valdus -  Reported by Harry Harris

Fort Burgoyne

On  th e  21st o f Ja n u a ry  w e w elcom ed 
C hris Valdus from  the  Land Trust.

T he Land Trust is an  in d ep en d e n t charity  
w ith  five lo n g -te rm  ob jec tives  w h ich  
in c lu d e  en ab lin g  social co h esio n  an d  
im proving  health .

Fort B urgoyne covers forty-two h ec ta res  and  
th e  Land Trust has schedu led  te n  hecta res 
for th e ir  a tten tio n  w hich  are on  th e  A ncien t 
M o n u m en t H eritage 'a t risk ' register.

C hris told us th a t Fort B urgoyne w as the 
re su lt o f a Royal C om m ission led b y  Lord 
P alm erston  in  1859, w ith  the m ain  fort 
be ing  com pleted  in  1867. 'Castle H ill Fort' 
as it w as kno w n  in  1872 b ecam e 'Fort 
B urgoyne' on Q ueen  V ictoria's instructions. 
C onnaugh t Barracks w as bu ilt in  1913 and  
an  aerodrom e w as construc ted  a t G uston in  
1914. We w ere  show n slides o f th e  a rea  by  
C hris th a t illu stra ted  clearly  th e  strategic 
sign ificance  o f  Fort B urgoyne an d  th e
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su rround ing  installations.

T he Land Trust acquired  Fort B urgoyne in  
2014 an d  a im  to secu re  fu n d in g  o f 
£12m illion; th e y  already  have £5m illion. As 
p a rt o f th e  N ational G reat Place S chem e it is
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suppo rted  b y  N ational L ottery  
fu n d in g  th ro u g h  th e  A rts 
C ouncil o f England.

T he  T rust h a s  a lread y  se t 
about ro u tin e  m ain ten an ce , 
w ith  co n trac ts  in  p lace  to 
rem o v e  v eg e ta tio n  a n d  to 
m anage o th e r issues. T hese 
inc lude  an  unstab le  ditch w all 
and  a ru s ting  bridge w hich  
n e e d s  a tte n tio n . A 
p a rtn e rsh ip  w ith  Lee Evans 
over th re e  y e a rs  costing  
£ 1 .6m illion  w ill lead  to 
stabilisation th rough  rou tine  
m ain tenance . Casements Fort Burgoyne

C hris o u tlin e d  th re e  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  
project; D over A rts D evelopm ent, A lbion 
In c o rp o ra te d  - w ith  th e i r  'Year o f 
E n g ag em en t' in  2019, an d  A n im ate  
C om m unity  A rts w ho have reg istered  th ree  
schools w ith  'Artsmark'. T he overall aim  is 
to p u t th e  Fort on  th e  m a p  w ith  a 
new sletter. Social m ed ia  such  as Facebook is 
also being  u sed  to p rom ote  the  Fort and  its 
in ten d ed  facilities.

C hris em phasised  th a t w e have to “look 
a fter w h a t w e have" and  Fort B urgoyne 
c learly  h as  m u ch  p o ten tia l u n d e r  th e  aegis

o f th e  Land Trust. H is en th u sia sm  for the 
p ro ject and  an  excellent video show ed us 
th e  ex ten t o f w h a t has to be  done to fully 
p re se rv e  an d  u tilise  th is  a n c ie n t 
m o n u m e n t. W ith  ass is tan ce  from  th e  
fund ing  bodies and  D.D.C., th e  nex t few 
y ears  should  see th e  aim s o f th e  Land Trust 
for Fort B urgoyne fully realised. It w ill be 
an o th e r asse t for th e  tow n and  a w elcom e 
resto ra tion  o f an  h isto ric  feature th a t has 
b e e n  neg lec ted  for too long.

We w ish  C hris and  his team  every  success 
for the  future.
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