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---------------Second Speaker----------------
Locating the R ound Towers

A talk by Jeff Howe -  Reported by Terry Sutton

Like m a n y  others, J e ff  H ow e has en joyed  
th e  m agn ificen t sta ined  glass w indow s 

in  th e  M aison D ieu hall. O ne w hich  he 
found  o f special in te re s t depicts H en ry  VIII 
in  1520 departing  D over for the  Field o f 
Cloth o f Gold n e a r  Calais.

J e f f  no ticed  th a t the  scene inc luded  w hat 
appeared  be  tw o tow ers on  th e  dockside. 
Did th e y  ever exist and  if  so w here  w as th e ir 
location  in  p re sen t day Dover?

T his gave Je ff  a subject as he  stud ied  for 
academ ic progress and  so he  tu rn e d  historic 
de tec tiv e  tak in g  h im  in to  re se a rc h in g  
na tiona l archives.

In  Ja n u a ry  Je ff  w as a speaker a t T he D over 
Society m eetin g  a t St M ary 's parish  cen tre  
w hen , u sin g  sc reen ed  rep ro d u c tio n s  o f 
an c ien t m aps som e going b ack  n ea rly  500 
years, he  described  h is research .

“M y original aim  w as to find  ou t if  these  
dep ic ted  tow ers existed  at all. And, if  th ey  
did, w here  w ere  th e y  in  today 's Dover?" he 
explained  to h is audience.

H is research  w as assisted  b y  n am es  in  the 
old P ier district, on old m aps o f row s of 
houses in  R ound Tower S treet and  Round 
Tower Lane. Now, o f course, all gone.

Studying an c ien t sketches and  m aps he 
cam e to th e  conclusion  th e  “tw in" tow ers 
w ere bu ilt at slightly  d ifferen t tim es at the 
en tran ce  to th e  old Paradise Pen t and  th a t at 
one stage th e y  h ad  rings a ttached  to w hich  
ships could tie up.

A  couple o f o th e r old sketches led  h im  to 
believe th a t du ring  th e  lifetim e o f at least 
one of th e  tow ers a cottage, possib ly  for a 
pilot, w as bu ilt on  top. W ith th e  help  o f the 
1808 Will o f Ja tt C hurch, w h ich  show ed 

w h e re  he ow ned  
p ro p e rty , J e f f
p in p o in te d  w h e re  he  
b e liev e s  is th e  exact 
geographic position  of 
th e  tw o to w ers in  
today 's dockland. One, 
he  subm its, w as n e a r 
the  base  o f the  flyover 
th a t lead s  to P&O 
Ferries ' offices, w hile 
the o th e r is n o t far from  
th e  n e a rb y  fo rm er 
ra ilw ay  sta tio n -b o th  
w ell in lan d  to w here  
th e y  w ould  have b een  
h a lf  a m illen n iu m  ago.The Twin Towers


