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Dover's popu la tion  tu rn ed  
ou t in  strength  one day 

n ea rly  600 years ago to pay  
respects to th e ir  w arrio r king 
w ho in  all h is glory had  m ade 
regu lar visits to th e ir tow n and 
port. T he  sm all p o p u la tio n  
lined  th e  narrow  lanes from  
th e  h a rb o u r to w atch  a 
procession  bring ing  hom e the 
em balm ed  body  o f th e  brave 
and  skilful H en ry  V w ho had  
died from  dy sen te ry  in  France 
in  A ugust 1422 at the age of 33.
H e had  re igned  from  1413.

T he  dead  P lan tag en e t k ing 's  bo d y  w as 
ca rr ied  on  a carriage  d raw n  b y  four 
m agn ificen t horses w hile above the coffin 
w as a life-like effigy of H enry . As the coffin 
w as carried  ashore, n o t far from  th e  p resen t 
“tid y  ru in" o f  O ld St Ja m e s  C hurch, 
rep resen ta tives o f the  C inque Ports carried  a 
silk canopy, ju s t as th ey  had  done at H enry 's  
coronation.

H en ry  V had  died at V incennes n e a r  Paris 
on  th e  las t day  o f A ugust in  1422, 
su rro u n d ed  b y  h is  n ob les  an d  m ilita ry  
officers. H is em balm ed  body  w as carried  
th rough  France, resting  at m ajo r towns, to 
Calais w here  the C inque Ports fleet w aited  
to tran sp o rt it to Dover. At D over the funeral 
procession, headed  b y  row s o f p riests and  
g u a rd ed  b y  500 m en -a t-a rm s in  b lack  
arm our, p assed  St Ja m e s  C hurch , over 
W arden D ow n to Crabble Hill, from  th ere  to 
C an terbury  and  h en ce  the king's last resting  
place in  W estm inster Abbey.

So d ifferent from  the tim e w h en  he  sailed to 
France, w ith  6,500 cavalry and  24,000 foot

soldiers, for th e  successful six 
w eeks siege and  cap tu re  of 
H arfleu r in  1415. But h is arm y  
w as so reduced  b y  dysen te ry  
an d  casu a lties  th a t H e n ry  
decided to re tu rn  to Calais and 
th e n  hom e.

B ut a large F ren ch  a rm y  
b lo ck ed  h is  w ay-at a p lace 
ca lled  A gincourt. H ere  in  
O ctober 1415 w as fought one of 
th e  m ost decisive b a ttles  in  
E u ro p ean  h is to ry . H en ry 's  
troops w ere ou tn u m b ered  six 

to one b u t th e ir  longbow  archers in  th ree  
hours m anaged  to slaugh ter m u ch  o f the 
F rench  nobility. It is believed  as m an y  as
6,000 F ren ch m en  died w hile few er th an  400 
English soldiers lost th e ir  lives.

A fter th e  battle  the  English troops, as w as 
no rm al in  those days, sw ooped on the fallen 
F rench  and  th e ir  treasu re  w agons to take as 
m u ch  booty  as th e y  could carry. W eighed 
dow n w ith  th e ir  boo ty  the starving English 
soldiers reached  Calais (w here th e  G overnor 
refused  th em  en try  to the tow n for fear th ey  
w ould  ea t all its provisions) th e y  th e n  
crossed th e  Strait to Dover. H ere th ere  w ere 
am azing scenes, w ith  the starving archers 
and  o th er soldiers w illing to exchange item s 
o f th e ir  sto len  boo ty  for crusts o f bread.

King H en ry  crossed the C hannel to D over a 
fo rtn ig h t la te r  an d  rece iv ed  a h e ro 's  
w elcom e. D over people dashed  into the sea 
to carry  th e ir  victorious king ashore on  th e ir 
shoulders. W ith h im  he b rough t a host o f 
F rench  nobles (taken as p risoners o f w ar) 
w ho w ould be held  un til ran som s had  b een  
paid.
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H en ry  V w as back  a t D over in  A ugust 1417 
w h en  he em barked  for France w ith  an  arm y  
of 35,000. H e cam paigned  in  F rance for the 
nex t th ree  years b u t m eanw hile  did no t 
neg lec t h is base a t Dover. Before sailing he 
directed  th e  P rior o f St M artin 's to supervise 
the streng then ing  o f the tow n's defences.

In  1420 the  w ar w ith  F rance w as concluded 
w ith  a trea ty  o f “perp e tu a l peace" leading to 
the kings o f France and  England en tering  
Paris together w ith  m u ch  pom p. Part o f the 
Treaty o f Troyes peace deal w as th a t H en ry  
should  m arry  K atherine o f Valois, w h ich  he 
did. T he royal couple landed  at D over on  the 
day after C andlem as in  1421 w here, it is 
recorded, K atherine w as w elcom ed b y  the 
people  as though  she w as an  angel!

But there  w as m ore trouble ahead. H en ry  
heard, w ith  anger, th e re  had  b een  a revolt 
against English ru le in  N orm andy  and  th a t 
the rebels had  killed the  D uke of Clarence, 
w hom  he had  installed  as Governor. So 
H e n ry  re tu rn e d  to Dover, th is  tim e  
assem bling at th e  p o rt an  a rm y  o f 16,000 
recru ited  b y  h im  and  an o th e r 10,000 raised 
b y  th e  barons. T his a rm y  included  24,000 
archers. [Editor; In  H en ry  V published  1889,

Rev A  J  C hurch gives it as 4,000 m e n  at arm s 
and  24,000 archers.]

T hey  sailed from  D over on  Ju n e  10th and 
11th 1421 in  a fleet o f 500 ships provided 
m ostly  b y  the C inque Ports. T hey  landed  at 
Calais from  w here  a strong force quickly 
m arched, som e to Paris and  others, headed  
by  th e  king, to attack  th e  F rench  in  Picardy. 
By the end  o f 1421 th e  English w ere m asters 
o f n o rth e rn  France.

H en ry  estab lished  h im se lf  in  Paris and  
called on  h is qu een  to jo in  him . She sailed 
from  D over and  the couple set up  th e ir 
C ourt a t th e  Louvre. T he French, u n d e r  the 
D auphin, w ere n o t finished. T hey  w ere 
jo ined, as allies, b y  a strong Scottish force in  
the sou th  o f France, ready  to challenge 
H enry.

H en ry  p repared  for an o th e r fight b u t th en  
he w as struck  dow n b y  the dysen te ry  tha t 
k illed h im . Strangely, h is w ife K atherine, 
th e n  at Rouen, did n o t know  of h e r  bold 
husband 's  dea th  un til h is funeral p rocession 
arrived  th ere  on  its slow  jo u rn e y  to Calais 
and  from  there  to Dover.

COWGATE CEMETERY Jerem y Cope
I th in k  w e have Cowgate C em ete ry  in  as good a cond ition  as I can  rem em ber, so m u ch  so 
th a t w e have on ly  one w ork ing  session  a m o n th  in s tead  of th e  n o rm al two from  Ja n u a ry  
to M arch. It's a rea l tr ib u te  to our vo lu n tee rs  inc lud ing  P eter S im pson, a w elcom e addition  
to o u r group. A lthough  w e on ly  w orked  one Satu rday  in  Ja n u a ry  at Cowgate w e w orked  
th e  T h u rsd ay  at the  D over Big Local's C o-Innovation  C en tre  (old Co-op bu ild ing  in  
S tem brook). O ur job  w as to c lea r vegeta tion  and  rubb ish  su rro u n d in g  th e  re a r  o f the  
bu ild ing  -  a good co n trib u tio n  to a vo lu n ta ry  group  w ork ing  to b en e fit Dover.

I have h ad  a m ee tin g  w ith  M elan ie  W rigley o f W hite Cliffs C oun tryside  P artn ersh ip  and  
Roger Wragg o f D over D istric t C ouncil. We d iscussed  th e  fu tu re  m a in ten an ce  o f the  
cem e te ry  inc lud ing  co rrec t schedu le  for o u r grass m ow ing  and  p ru n in g  o f trees  and  
sh rubs b y  DDC. O ne o f the  p rinc ip le  aim s is to encourage  wildlife, a n o th e r to allow  the 
public  full access to g ravestones.

A nyone in te re s ted  in  jo in in g  u s m y  con tac t details are;
Tel: 01304 211348 or em a ilje rem ycope@ w ille rs ley .p lu s .com
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