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Conservation Area Appraisals
As at January 2019

Derek Leach

The D over Society  h as ag reed  to c a rry  
ou t co n serva tion  a rea  app raisa ls for 

D over D istric t C ouncil (DDC).

W hat is a con se rv a tio n  area? T he  P lann ing  
(L isted B uildings an d  C onserva tion  A reas) 
A ct 1990 d e fin e s  th e  q u a li ty  o f  a 
con se rv a tio n  a rea  as being: 'th e  ch a rac te r 
o r ap p ea ran ce  o f w h ich  it is desirab le  to 
p rese rv e  or enhance '. T h ey  exist to m anage 
an d  p ro tec t th e  special a rch itec tu ra l and  
h is to ric  in te re s t o f a place. E very  local 
a u th o r ity  in  E ng land  h a s  a t le a s t one 
con se rv a tio n  a rea  and  th e re  are n ow  over 
10,000.

A n app ra isa l looks a t th e  follow ing issues:
1. T he  orig ins an d  evo lu tion  o f  th e  a rea  
u n d e r  considera tion .
2. T he c u rre n t b o u n d a ry  o f th e  a rea  and  
a n y  rev iew  th a t shou ld  be  m ade  o f  that.
3. T he  positive an d  negative  factors th a t 
co n trib u te  to o r d e trac t from  th e  c u rre n t 
co n d itio n  o f th e  con se rv a tio n  area.

4. A ny  reco m m en d a tio n s  th a t w ill p ro tec t 
an d  en h an ce  th e  con se rv a tio n  area. A ny  
c h a n g e s  p ro p o se d  m u s t su s ta in  a n d  
en h an ce  th e  h is to ric  e n v iro n m e n t an d  its 
heritage.

W hat are con se rv a tio n  a rea  appraisals?
T he Act req u ire s  local a u th o ritie s  to keep  
con se rv a tio n  a reas u n d e r  reg u la r review . It 
also calls for p roposals to be  fo rm u la ted  
th a t  w ill e n h a n c e  c o n se rv a tio n  areas . 
S ec tio n  72 o f  th a t  Act say s th a t  in  
d e te rm in in g  a p lan n in g  app lica tio n  for 
d ev e lo p m en t a tte n tio n  m u s t be  paid  to th e  
c h a ra c te r  an d  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  a 
con se rv a tio n  area. W hen  an  app ra isa l is 
adop ted  b y  DDC it b eco m es a m ate ria l 
c o n s id e ra tio n  in  th e  d e te rm in a tio n  o f 
a p p lic a tio n s  fo r p la n n in g  p e rm iss io n  
w ith in  and  ad jacen t to th e  conserva tion  
area.

W hy is th e  Society  getting  involved?
O ne o f T he  D over Society 's a im s is to lobby 

for o u r bu ild ings an d  s tree ts  to 
b e  tidy , in  good  re p a ir  an d  
a ttrac tive  b o th  for local peop le  
an d  for visitors. To h e lp  achieve 
th is  w e have  u rged  DDC to ca rry  
o u t rev iew s  o f  D over T ow n's 
sev en  co n se rv a tio n  areas, b u t 
w ith  lim ited  re so u rces in  re c e n t 
y ea rs  DDC h as on ly  m an ag ed  
tw o rev iew s since 2000 and  has 
u rged  th e  Society  to assist b y  
c o n d u c tin g  th e  n e c e s s a ry  
su rveys and  su b m ittin g  a d raft 
r e p o r t  w ith  a n y
rec o m m e n d a tio n s  to th e  DDC 
C onserva tion  Officer. We haveDour Street 2019
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accep ted  th is  challenge an d  fo rm ed  a sm all 
team  w h ich  s ta rted  w ork  in  th e  su m m e r of
2018. We decided  to cu t o u r te e th  in  a 
re la tiv e ly  sm all an d  u n co m p lica ted  area : 
th e  D o u r S tree t C o n se rv a tio n  A rea  
com prising  D our Street, P ark  Place and  
Park  Street.

By th e  tim e  yo u  read  th is  I expect o u r d raft 
re p o r t  to h av e  b e e n  s u b m itte d  and , 
hopefu lly , co n sid ered  b y  th e  C onservation  
o f f ic e r  and  a rran g em en ts  m ade  for th e  
pub lic  to be  co n su lted  befo re  th e  re p o r t is 
su b m itte d  to th e  DDC C ab in e t for 
approval.

T he draft covers th e  h is to ric  d ev e lo p m en t 
o f th e  area, h ow  th e  c o m m u n ity  w as 
involved  (a n n o u n c e m e n t in  th e  p ress  and  
a le t te r  to  e v e ry  re s id e n t in v itin g  
com m en ts), de ta iled  su rveys (on foot) o f 
th e  s tree ts  co ncerned , vu ln e rab ilitie s  and  
negative  fea tu res  and  th e  sign ificance of 
th e  a rea  w ith  its  a ttractive, decora ted , 
o rig inal 19th c e n tu ry  te rrace s  o f houses, 
la rgely  u n ch an g ed  except for WWII bom b 
dam aged  h o u ses  rep laced  b y  two m o d e rn  
b lo ck s  o f  fla ts  (ex c lu d ed  from  th e  
co n serva tion  area).

o u r  draft re co m m en d a tio n s  are to inc lude  
w ith in  th e  con se rv a tio n  a rea  th e  sm all 
o p en  g reen  space w ith  its  m ag n ificen t tree  
at th e  ju n c tio n  o f Crafford S tree t an d  D our 
S tree t as w ell as th e  police sta tion  in  Park  
P lace  (exc luded  a t p re s e n t)  as a fine  
exam ple o f a 1930s pub lic  bu ild ing . We also 
c o n s id e r  th a t  P ark  P lace  w o u ld  be  
e n h a n c e d  b y  re p la c in g  th e  p re s e n t 
p ro tec tive  w alls over th e  R iver D our w ith  
railings. F inally , w e reco m m en d  th a t an  
A rticle 4(2) d irec tion  be  im p le m e n te d  for 
th e  w hole o f th is con se rv a tio n  a rea  to 
p re v e n t a n y  fu r th e r  d eg rad in g  and , if  
possib le  as o p p o rtu n ity  offers, to re in sta te  
o rig in a l sh o p  fro n t d esigns. A ll local 
a u th o r it ie s  w e re  g iv en  th e  p o w e r to

im pose  an  A rtic le  4(2) D irec tion  b y  the 
T ow n a n d  C o u n try  P la n n in g  (G en e ra l 
P e rm itted  D ev elopm en t) O rder 1995. A n 
A rtic le  4(2) D irection , if  adop ted  b y  DDC, 
w ou ld  re in fo rce  th e  C ouncil's  ab ility  to 
p ro tec t th e  specia l ch a rac te r o f th e  tow n. It 
w ou ld  give DDC con tro l over a va rie ty  o f 
a lte ra tio n s  to u n lis ted  res idences. P lann ing  
p e rm iss io n  w ou ld  be  req u ired  for changes 
to w indow s, doors, ro o f m ateria ls , and  
ch im n ey  stacks, an d  th e  co n stru c tio n  of 
e x te rn a l p o rch es , th e  p ro v is io n  an d  
re m o v a l o f  w a lls  an d  fe n c e s  a n d  th e  
p rov ision  o f h a rd  stand ings. T h ese  con tro ls 
do n o t re la te  to th e  w ho le  bu ild ing , b u t 
o n ly  to those  e leva tions w h ich  fron t a 
h ighw ay, w aterw ay , o r pub lic  o p en  space, 
an d  w hich , therefo re , affect th e  pub lic  face 
o f th e  bu ild ing .

o u r  w o rk  on  th e  D our S tree t a rea  is 
fin ished . o n ly  a n o th e r  six co n serva tion  
a reas  le ft to do!
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