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Planning Committee
Patrick  Sherratt 

Chairman Planning Committee - As at 20th January 2019

My  belated  good w ishes to all for 2019. For 
m e 2018 has b een  a difficult one health- 

w ise and  I  have b een  grateful to all m em bers 
o f th e  P lann ing  C om m ittee  for th e ir  
con tinued  support. I  expect at som e future 
date to end  m y  tenu re  as chair of planning 
and  in  this context G raham  M argery has 
stepped u p  as m y  deputy  in  order for us to 
ensure continuity , I  greatly th an k  h im  for his 
support.

We continue to subm it com m ents in  respect 
o f p lan n in g  app lica tions, as w ell as 
com m ents on transport infrastructure. The 
la te s t in  re sp ec t to th e  T h ird  T ham es 
Crossing, our com m ents being respected  and 
supported  by  our M em ber of Parliam ent and 
the D over H arbour Board. Also the need  to 
im prove the A2 access from  Lydden to 
E astern  Docks as, detailed in  m y  report in 
the N ovem ber Newsletter.

Dover Western Docks Revival (DWDR)
The w ork continues w ith  the la test being the 
installation of the bascule bridge and  lock 
gates. The bridge giving access across the 
“cu t” th a t links the new  m arina w ith  the 
W ellington Dock. O nce opera tiona l th is 
should enable DHB to progress to stage three 
o f th e  dev e lo p m en t, construc ting  th e  
“perishables” delivery centre. In  order to 
achieve this the Granville Dock and  tidal 
harbour will be infilled. In teresting  is that 
cu rren tly  th e re  are 400 m arin a  b e rth s  
(Granville Dock 133, Tidal Harbour, 107 and 
W ellington Dock 160). O n the assum ption 
there will still be the sam e num ber of berths 
in  the W ellington Dock, w ith  the 250 berths 
at the new  m arina gives a sim ilar total 
num ber o fb e rth s  at 410. Previous p lans show

a link road from n ear Lord W arden House 
(Southern H ouse) to the clock tow er tha t will 
greatly im prove connection  from  the cruise 
term inals to the seafront and tow n centre.

W ith the eastern  breakw ater (new  pier) and 
the m arina  curve com pleted  w ith  public 
access, w e have  suggested  a ped estrian  
bridge to link  the two. This could be raised, as 
required, by  the new  m arina  control centre. 
At p resen t this no t being considered b u t we 
shall continue to press for its inclusion in 
order to provide a “circular” walk, sim ilar 
bridges are  in co rp o ra ted  w ith in  the 
Sovereign H arbour com plex at Eastbourne.

DTIZ (St Jam es Developm ent)
Car parking charges now  apply. Interesting 
to see how  m any  vacan t spaces there now  are 
as w orkers in stead  use nearby  on-street 
park ing . We have app roached  DDC to 
conduct an on-street survey as residents are 
deprived of parking spaces.
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Latest indications are tha t there are four 
retail un its and  four catering un its still to ren t 
out although one of each is show n as “under 
offer".

Castle Street/Biggin Street
Plann ing  app lica tions co n tin u e  to be 
subm itted , in  p a rticu la r C astle S treet as 
properties change from  com m ercial use to 
residential. We support change of use rather 
th a n  p ro p ertie s  rem ain in g  em p ty  and  
becom ing  an eyesore. H ow ever, w here  
applications for conversion  fail to m ee t 
'Conversion to Flats' guidelines we do no t 
and, as p er N ovem ber new sletter, are seeking 
DDC to adopt th is 2006 guideline, as w ithout 
it m ore tow n centre properties are being 
converted  w ith  sub-standard living area.

Conservation Areas
Betw een the R efurbishm ent C om m ittee and 
Planning C om m ittee w e continue to ensure 
the objectives of C onservation A reas are 
observed by  DDC. R eported separately by 
D erek  is the  w ork  being carried  ou t in  
respect to the D our Street Conservation Area 
Appraisal. Well done to all involved.

Section 215 o f  Ibwn and Country 
Planning Act 1990 and Enforcem ent
Several m em bers have asked m e to explain 
how  Section 215 works. As this is a lengthy 
subject I  have prepared  an article elsew here 
w ith in  this new sletter.

Farthingloe and Western Heights
Still awaiting a revised Planning Applic-ation.

Connaught Barracks Developm ents
D etailed p lans have now  b een  published for 
the “Officers" site in  respect of 64 dwellings. 
T his is ill conceived  w ith  allocated  car 
parking spaces often 200 yards away, m aking 
it likely th a t any grass landscaping area 
n eare r w ould in  practice be used, creating a 
very  poor visual effect across the entire 
developm ent. In 2015 a public consultation

indicated  a quality developm ent; however, 
the proposed design and  layout fail to deliver 
w hat was projected and  m akes a m ockery  of 
com m unity  engagem ent.

O ver the w eekend  of 19th /20 th  Jan u a ry  a 
public consultation at the D iscovery Centre 
w as exhibited  for th e  rem a in d e r o f the 
barracks site. This is for a total of 286 “units"; 
100 in  flats and  186 in  2 /3 /4  bed  houses. 
W hilst the design of p roperties is far be tter 
th an  the officers' m ess site, the opportunity  
to deliver high quality (executive) hom es on 
this site th a t com m ands Castle and channel 
views, has no t b een  considered. It does beg 
the question if  it com plies w ith  DDC core 
strategy, CP10 iii th a t sta tes housing  
developm ent should be “U pper Mid-Market 
range".

Former St Mary's Residential Hom e
Following public concern  as to the need  for a 
40 plus bedroom ed B&B the applicant has 
w ithdraw n the p lanning application. I have 
no doubt a revised schem e, possibly flats, will 
b e  subm itted.

Former Magistrates Court, Pencester
A n in te res tin g  app lica tion  w ith  roo f 
extensions to create 3rd and  4th floors in  
o rder to deliver 46 flats (11 x 1 bed, 33 x 2 
bed, 2 x 3 bed); the room  sizes com ply w ith 
m in im u m  standards. T he p ropertie s  are 
“m arket" housing and w ith  no affordable 
units; we have suggested a CIL/Section 106 
co n trib u tio n  shou ld  be  m ade  b y  the 
developer and  be used  to enhance/im prove 
Pencester Gardens.

As “m arket" housing m eans th ey  will be sold, 
and  w ith  m an y  Dover young families seeking 
to get on the property  ladder, these units 
w ould be ideal. However, being “m arket" 
housing the applicant could dispose of them  
to private rental buyers and  that, w e feel, 
w ould be disappointing for our local young 
people.


