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Part III

T his is the fifth and  final 
in  m y series of essays on 

the Knockers o f Dover and 
the ir unp receden ted  tenure  
of office as Town Clerks for 
75 years  th rough  th ree  
successive generations and 
brings the ir story, as far as 
Dover is concerned, forever 
to a close.

R eginald E dw ard K nocker 
w as th e  th ird  child  and  
oldest surviving son of the 
n ine  children of Sir Edward 
W ollaston N adir K nocker 
and  h is wife Clara Caroline, nee  Chantrell. 
He held  the record  as the th ird  and  last 
generation  of Knockers to be Dover's Town 
Clerk and  the last of his fam ily to be of the 
town. Born on 18th Septem ber 1870 at Castle 
Hill H ouse w here his father, second in  the 
succession o f Dover's Town Clerks, no t only 
resided b u t also held  office. He succeeded, 
aged 37, to the m unicipal title on the death  in 
1907 of h is father, to w hom  h e  had  acted as 
deputy  for m any  years, assisted from  1882 
onw ards by  his uncle Vernon Edwin Knocker 
(1849-1933), h e  being  p a rtn e r  in  th e  
solicitor's fam ily firm  E & V Knocker.

H aving p re -em in en t experience  and  
qualification as D eputy Town Clerk already, 
R eginald K nocker w as first appo in ted  to 
office b y  the unanim ous decision of the 
Town Council on 9th October 1907 on a 
rem u n e ra tio n  of £450 p e r annum , w ith  
allowances of £250 per annum  for his office 
and  £120 per an n u m  for h is staff. In their 
deliberations for the appo in tm en t the m ayor 
and  councillors w en t to inordinate lengths to

extol the v irtues o f h is father, 
a titan  in  his field w ith  a 
difficult act to follow and 
thereby  giving the problem  
in m atching h is tenu re  of 
office for the past 39 years. 
The unequalled  experience 
and  com petence gained by 
him , his b ro ther and son, 
and  the over-riding fact, he  
was a Dover m an  to the core, 
as h ad  b een  all h is 
predecessors in  the affairs of 
the tow n w hich they  loved 
and  for w hich had  w orked so 
u n stin tin g ly  since th e  

e ig h teen th  cen tu ry ; in  sp ite  o f o th er 
contenders to the office from  elsew here no 
one could possibly m atch  the credentials of 
Reginald Knocker, a m em ber of a respected  
D over fam ily w ith o u t com pare, possibly 
un ique in  the country.

He served as Town Clerk for 28 years from 
1907 until 1935. These years rep resen ted  
undoubtedly  the first of the two m ost critical 
and  challenging tim es in  the h istory  of Dover, 
bo th  during the tw en tie th  cen tury , nam ely  
World Wars 1 and  2 and their afterm aths. 
D uring Reginald's tenu re  of office, his last 
tw enty  years covered the First War period 
and  w hat was described at the tim e as the 
“chaotic" after-war period (w hich in the event 
was m erely  a p recursor to an  infinitely  worse 
Second War after-war period, w hich he  was 
luckily spared). He was aw arded the MBE for 
his w ar work. A fter the death of h is father in 
1907, Castle Hill H ouse and its contents w ere 
sold and disposed of by  auction, apart from 
item s specifically bequeathed  in  the will to 
h is w idow  and  children.

Reginald Edward Knocker MBE
Martyn Webster

Reginald Edward Knocker



39

T his will, h an d w ritten  by  Sir Edw ard 
W ollaston Knocker, and  w itnessed by  his 
clerks H en ry  M arshall M unro (since 1892) 
and Alfred W illiam W ebster (since 1874), was 
dated  22nd Jan u ary  1899. W ith Reginald and 
Vernon K nocker nam ed  as executors the will 
m ade as one of its provisions: “All books, 
prints, docum ents and  antiquities belonging 
to m e and  relating to Dover and  the Cinque 
Ports and  Kent (except books or pam phlets 
relating to Dover published by  m y  late father 
or m e) to th e  C orporation of Dover".

Som etim e betw een  1911 and  1913 the Town 
Clerk's office m oved from  its purpose built 
prem ises adjacent to Castle Hill H ouse to 
num ber 69 Castle Street on the corner of 
Stem brook. T here it rem ained  until the  end  
of Reginald Knocker's reign w hen, u nder his 
replacem ent, it relocated to Brook House. By 
th en  it had  becom e the offices of Knocker 
Elwin and  Lambert, solicitors, successors to 
E & V Knocker, also the office of the D istrict 
Registrar, the C ounty C ourt Office, Dover 
M asonic Hall office and  the office of St 
M ary 's and  St Jam es ' cem e te rie s  un til 
extrem ely dam aged by  the last shell to fall on 
Dover on 26th Septem ber 1944 during the 
Second War. It was la te r dem olished and 
replaced by  the structures now  occupying 
th e  sam e position, rendering  th e  w hole 
original area now  undiscernible. The old 
buildings can ju s t be m ade ou t in  pre-war 
stree t and  aerial photos.

T he D over Express on 23rd Ju n e  1935 
reported  Reginald K nocker's re tirem en t as 
Town Clerk at the age of 65 years, and  no ted  
th a t he  w ould be asked to re ta in  the title of 
Registrar o f the Cinque Ports w hich he  did 
un til 1946 even  th ough  h e  h a d  in  the 
m ean tim e  m oved  aw ay from  D over 
a ltoge ther: “Legislative changes as to
m unicipal adm inistration  had  followed one 
an o th e r in  confusing succession. In  h is 
adm inistration  of the tow n's affairs during 
th a t period  Mr K nocker has never spared

him self, and  in  spite of the fact th a t this 
paper has at tim es disagreed w ith  decisions 
o f th e  Town Council w e can w ith  all sincerity  
pay  tribute to Mr K nocker for unfaltering 
zeal and ability in  the conduct o f the town's 
affairs. For h is services during the w ar Mr 
K nocker w as given the O rder of the British 
Em pire and  it is probable th a t only the 
M ilitary A uthorities and  Mr Edwin Farley the 
M ayor of the tow n during th a t period  knew  
how  thoroughly  th a t aw ard was earned. As 
Registrar of the C inque Ports Mr Knocker has 
b een  responsible for the arrangem ents for 
the installations of th ree  Lord W ardens and a 
v e ry  gratifying tr ibu te  to h is organising 
abilities followed th a t of Lord Reading last 
year. It is possible th a t h is resignation of the 
Town Clerkship of Dover will no t necessarily  
m ean  th a t this connection  w ith  the Cinque 
Ports will be severed. It w ould be  only a 
fitting tribute to the prolonged association of 
h is fam ily w ith  th e  C inque Ports if  Mr 
K nocker w ere to be asked to re tain  the office 
and  it w ould be of great advantage to the 
C inque ports if th a t w ere done. At the Town 
Council this w eek a w ell-known Councillor 
expressed som e surprise th a t th is paper last 
w eek contained inform ation tha t the Town 
Clerk of Dover had  expressed his w ish  to 
ten d er h is resignation. As a m atte r of fact, 
the  Editor of this paper, having heard  of Mr 
K nocker's an n o u n cem en t from  a source 
outside th e  Town Council, obtained  the 
authority  of the Town Clerk h im self for the 
publication of the facts. W hen an officer of 
the tow n of the standing of the Town Clerk 
resolves to bring  to a close a long and 
honourab le  connection  it is a m a tte r of 
considerable im portance. Of course had  Mr 
K nocker objected to any reference appearing 
in  p rin t as to h is announcem ent, w e should 
have fallen in  w ith  his views. T here is little 
doubt how ever th a t he  h ad  m ade up h is m ind  
on th e  subject and  did n o t w ish h is decision 
could be trea ted  as confidential. The fact that 
th e  C ouncil shou ld  urge up o n  h im  to 
reconsider the m atte r was the only thing
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th ey  could do, b u t at this w eek's m eeting  to 
the regret of the m em bers Mr K nocker m ade 
it clear th a t he  had  given the m atte r serious 
consideration and  did w ish to retire .”

Extracted from the Dover Express 9th M arch 
1956: “D eath of Mr R E Knocker -  Town Clerk 
for m an y  years. Town clerk of Dover from 
1907 to 1935 Mr Reginald Edward Knocker 
MBE died at h is hom e at Crowborough on 
M onday in  h is 86th yea r”. (N.B. In fact h e  had  
died in  a nursing hom e there). “For m any 
years Registrar o f the C inque Ports and  jo in t 
solicitor Mr Reginald K nocker was the son of 
Sir W ollaston Knocker and  grandson of Mr 
Edward Knocker bo th  form er Town Clerks of 
Dover. H e was appointed  to the office in 
succession to his father in  October 1907 and 
continued  until 2nd Septem ber 1935. Mr 
Reginald Knocker's re tirem en t b rought to an 
end  the association o f his fam ily w ith  the 
office of Town Clerk w hich began in  1860. 
His te rm  of office saw the expansion of 
m u n ic ipa l b u sin ess  b ro u g h t abou t by  
contem porary  social legislation as w ell as 
m an y  difficulties caused by  war. A hered itary  
F reem an  of the Borough Mr K nocker had  the 
u n iq u e  d is tinc tion  o f be ing  m ade  an 
H onorary  F reem an  on his re tirem en t in 
recognition of h is service to the tow n. As a 
Baron of the Cinque Ports he  a ttended  the 
coronations of King George V and  King 
George VI (as honorary  canopy bearer). Mr 
Knocker's wife died two years ago, aged 79. 
T here is no fam ily.”

Reginald Knocker, aged 42, had  m arried  his 
second cousin Nora V iolet Knocker, aged 40, 
on 27th M arch 1913 at St M ary's Church, 
K ippington n ea r Sevenoaks, Kent. She was 
the daughter of W illiam W heatley Knocker, 
solicitor and a h igh  w orthy of Sevenoaks, and 
h is A m erican born  wife Nora Josephine, nee 
Duke, all described at the tim e as tem plates 
of V ictorian fam ily respectability . O ne of the 
th ree clergym an officiating w as the ir uncle 
W illiam G eary K nocker (he p resided at the

funeral of Sir W ollaston Knocker in  1907), 
rec to r o f Tetcott in  D evon . All these  
Knockers stem m ed  from  W illiam Knocker 
(1761-1847). The cerem ony w as fulsom ely 
reported  in the Dover Express of the nex t day 
including details o f the finery  w orn by  the 
fem ale a ttendees and  th en  a list of w edding 
p resen ts and  the ir donors tha t filled nearly  
two colum ns of new spaper p rin t. The last 
fitting w ords should com e from  the following 
extract from  the Dover Express of Friday 
16th M arch 1956: “Dover R em em bers Form er 
Town Clerk. Flags at H alf Mast. Flags on 
m unicipal buildings in  Dover w ere flown at 
ha lf-m ast on Friday, th e  day w h en  Mr 
Reginald E Knocker, MBE, for 28 years Town 
Clerk, was bu ried  at Eridge. H e died at his 
hom e in  Crowborough on M arch 5th aged 85. 
As well as being Town Clerk Mr Reginald 
Knocker was at one tim e the M ajor in  charge 
of the local Buffs C om pany of th e  Volunteers. 
A mong his m an y  o ther appoin tm ents h e  was 
Recorder o f the Cinque Ports, Clerk to the 
G overnors o f D over College, and  
C om m odore of th e  D over Sailing Club. 
A mong the fam ily m ourners w ere Mr Clive 
K nocker (b rother-in-law ) an d  M rs Clive 
Knocker. From Dover w ere the Town Clerk 
(Mr Jam es A Johnson), the p resen t Recorder 
of the C inque Ports and  represen tative of the 
M ayor and Mr W Ransom (D eputy  Town 
Clerk) w ho served u nder Mr K nocker for 25 
years”.

Tribute to the w ork of Mr K nocker and his 
family, on beha lf of Dover, was paid at a 
m eeting  of the Town Council on M onday. 
The D eputy M ayor (Councillor A E H usk) 
poin ted  out th a t Mr K nocker was the th ird  
m em b er of h is  fam ily w ho gave 
distinguished service as Town Clerk of Dover 
over a period of 75 years. Mr Knocker was 
also for m any  years Registrar and  Jo in t 
Solicitor o f th e  C inque Ports. Both h is 
g ran d fa th er and  g rea t-g rand fa ther w ere 
Mayors of Dover and the K nocker fam ily 
contributed  m uch  of value to the life of the
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tow n in the late n in e teen th  cen tu ry  and the 
beginning of the tw en tie th  cen tury . “Mr 
K nocker's death" said  C ouncillo r H usk 
“serves to rem ind  us of his own and  his 
family's valued activities for w hich  we, the 
p resen t day Dovorians, are m ost grateful". 
Adding h is tribute Councillor R E Eckhoff 
reca lled  th a t h e  and  A lderm an  A T 
Goodfellow w ere the only two m em bers of 
the Council now  serving w ho had  b een  there 
during Mr Knocker's tim e. “H e was every 
inch  a gentlem an", said Councillor Eckhoff. 
M em bers stood for a few  m om ents in  silent 
respec t. R.L. w rites: “I have  alw ays
considered it to have been  one of the greatest 
privileges th a t has com e to m e to have 
w orked for and b een  closely associated w ith 
Mr R E K nocker during the la tte r p art of his 
Town Clerkship of Dover. It is m ore th an  20 
years since he  left the tow n and  it m ay  be 
tha t there  are no t so very  m any  people living 
in  Dover now  w ho rem em ber h im  and  the 
ou ts tand ing  w ork  th a t h e  did for the 
Borough." “N ot on ly  w as h e  a m an  of 
com plete and absolute in tegrity  w ho never 
feared or hesita ted  to say or do w hat he 
thought was right b u t he  was also a m an  of 
great personal charm  and im m ense k indness 
once a ra th e r  re se rv ed  and  slightly  
unresponsive m an n er (which, however, was 
entirely  superficial) was penetrated ." “There 
w ere those (though no t m any  of them ) who 
feared and  consequently  disliked h is exacting 
standards, b u t those w ere people of no 
consequence; all w ho have ever had  the 
in terests of Dover at h ea rt will rem em ber 
h im  as a m an  w hose love and w ork for Dover 
was untiring  and  w hose service to the tow n 
was beyond  all value, m ore perhaps even 
th an  that, those w ho knew  him , and  his late 
wife, well, will rem em ber th em  bo th  for their 
invariable kindliness, courtesy  and  com plete 
goodness of heart."

This is believed to have been written under 
cover o f initials by Samuel Ronald Holden 
Loxton (1902-1977) D eputy Town Clerk to

Reginald Knocker 1930-1935 and Town Clerk o f 
Dover 1935-1946, the first non-Knocker and out 
o f towner as Town Clerk in 75 years.

Reginald Edward Knocker's will, proved at 
the Principal Probate Registry on 30th April 
1956 extracted b y  th e  Knocker fam ily firm  of 
solicitors in  Sevenoaks, in c lu d ed  these  
in teresting  provisions:
“To the C orporation of Dover a p icture of 
Dover as in  1730, a view  of Dover Castle 1806 
and  a bronze h ead  “Singing Girl" by  the late 
R ichard G oulden of Dover". “To m y sister 
Evelyn H enrietta  Lush (form erly Dudley- 
Scott) the oil portraits o f m y grandfather 
Edward K nocker and  grandm other Elizabeth 
M ozier (nee Walker) and  the pastel portrait 
o f T hom as King..." Reginald Knocker died 
childless. It is in teresting  to speculate on the 
p resen t w hereabouts of these heirloom s, in  
p a rticu la r th e  fam ily p ic tures, probably  
n ev e r pub lic ly  seen , to g e th e r w ith  the 
u n co n firm e d  p o rtra it o f th e  fam ily 
progenitor John  K nocker already identified 
elsew here. Bear in  m ind  th a t Evelyn Lush 
and  h e r  two daughters, and  through the 
younger of the two b y  h e r  daughter A rm orel 
Dudley-Scott Bird, dow n to the Bird fam ily of 
the p resen t day are the only direct living 
d escen d an ts  o f Sir E dw ard W ollaston 
K nocker him self.

T he Dover of today, though its m any  dire 
tribulations reduced  its very  appearance out 
o f all recognition from  the grandeur it once 
h ad  and from w hich it has still y e t to fully 
recover, owes an infinite debt o f gratitude to 
the K nocker family. These five essays are m y 
tribute to them  in  the hope th a t even now  
th ey  can be recognised by  a b lue plaque to 
the ir m em ory  on Castle Hill H ouse and  for 
the grave of Sir Edward W ollaston Nadir 
K nocker at St Jam es' C em etery  to be restored  
to a condition as befits h im  and all th a t he  did 
for the tow n and its people as his life's work. 
N ot to do so w ould be tru ly  lam entable and  to 
our eternal discredit as h is inheritors.


