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^ The Objectives of  ̂
the Dover Society

founded in  1988.

• to promote high standards of 
planning and architecture

• to interest and inform the 
public in the geography, 
history, archeology, natural 
history and architecture of 
the area

• to secure the preservation, 
protection, development and 
improvement of features of 
historic or public interest

• and commitment to the belief 
that a good environment is
a good investment.

The area we cover comprises 
the parishes or wards of 
Barton, Buckland, Castle, 
Lydden, Temple Ewell,
Maxton, Pineham, Priory,
River, St. Radigund's, Town & 
Pier and Tower Hamlets.

All members receive three 
Newsletters a year and in each 
year the Committee organises 
about ten interesting events - 
talks, tours, visits, Members' 
Meetings and usually a 
Christmas Feast.

The Society gives Awards for 
improvements to the area, 
monitors planning proposals 
and supports, joins in or 
initiates civic projects and 
arts events.

V  '

Editoria'
I would like to draw the members' attention to 

the notification, on page 5, of the AGM which 
will take place on Monday 15th April.

We as a Society are always on the look-out for 
volunteers to take a more active interest in any 
of our sub-committees, help with our society 
meetings, projects, at events and submitting 
articles and reports for the newsletter.

A group of the society's members m eet for a 
meal before each of our winter meetings. The 
evening's speakers are invited and normally 
attend. If anybody would like to be included in 
this get-together then please contact the editor. 
You will be most welcome.

Our new Summer Social Secretary is Mr 
Rodney Stone. I am sure that you all join with 
me to wish him  well in his new post. The latest 
outings are printed on the programme page 
inside of the back cover. I ask that you book up 
for any of the outings that you are interested in 
as soon as possible.

Dover Big Local have taken a short term  lease 
on the old Co-op building at Stembrook. It has 
been renam ed as Co-Innovation. Space in the 
building will be let to give people an 
inexpensive way to start up a business with 
small office and retail units available. Part of 
the area will be used by Get Lost Escape Rooms 
who are looking to expand and move their 
business into a town centre location. An indoor 
market is already up and running on the site 
and takes place every Thursday.

Alan Lee 
Editor
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COPYRIGHT
All p u b lish ed  m a te ria l co n ta in ed  w ith in  th is  p u b lica tion  rem a in s  th e  copy righ t o f its 
au thors, a rtis ts  o r pho tographers.

No artic le  o r im age can  be  rep ro d u ced  or u sed  w ith o u t th e  specific ow ners express 
p e rm iss ion .

T he ow ners  can  be  co n tac ted  b y  w ay  o f th e  editor.
Tel: 01304 213668 Em ail: A lan.lee1947@ ntlw orld .com

DEADLINE for contributions
T he las t da te  for th e  rece ip t o f copy  for issue  95 w ill be  W ednesday  15th M ay 2019. 
T he E ditor w elcom es co n trib u tio n s  an d  in te re s tin g  d raw ings or pho tographs.

'P ap er copy ' shou ld  be  ty p ed  at double spacing. H an d w ritten  copy  shou ld  be  c lea r 
w ith  w ide line  spacing. C opy o n  co m p u te r disc or b y  e-m ail is accep tab le . P ic tu res 
v ia e-m ail to be  su b m itted  in  JPEG  an d  n o t im b ed d ed  in  th e  tex t o f the  artic le  and  
m u s t be  in  as h igh  re su lu tio n  as possible. P lease rin g  01304 213668 to d iscuss details.

Publication in the Newsletter does not im ply the Society's agreement w ith any  views 
expressed, nor does the Society accept responsibility fo r a n y  statem ents made.

EDITORIAL AND PRODUCTION TEAM
Editor: Mr Alan Lee
Proof Readers: Mr Tferry Sutton, A nn B. Tbmalak and John Morgan
A dvertising Secretary: Mrs J. Marsh
D istrib u tion  Organiser: Mr J. Cope
E nvelopes and Labels: Mr J. Cope
Area Distributors: C. Blackburn, M. Burton, C. Collings, J. Cope, S. Cope, 

J. Luckhurst, A. Mole, C. Bond, T. Bones, J. Cotton 
J. Morgan, M. Morris, D. Smith, J. Widgery, A. Upton  
C. Taylor, D. Gasking, B. Vaugham and D. Sutton

* * * * *

DOVER GREETERS
D over G ree te rs are  v o lu n tee rs  g ree ting  v isitors to Dover. We love doing it and  inv ite  
yo u  to com e an d  try  it once!

Tel: 01304 206458

mailto:Alan.lee1947@ntlworld.com
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ANOTHER DAD PROJECT

DISCOVER 21st CENTURY 
ART & ARCHITECTURE ALONG 
THE STRAIT OF DOVER

Contact Dover Arts Development via info@dadonline.eu or 078 55 83 26 38

mailto:info@dadonline.eu
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS Sheila Cope

SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE ( i f  you  do n o t pay b y  Standing Order)
£10 jo in t for tw o m em b ers  a t th e  sam e address, £6 single m em b ersh ip .

We now  n u m b e r  460, still sh o rt o f ou r 
C h a irm an  D erek 's  ch e rish ed  aim  of 

500 b u t p e rh ap s  n o t too b ad  for a tow n  like 
Dover. We are th e  “w orkhorse" for th e  
s u r ro u n d in g  area , a f te r  all. T h e re  are  
a lw ays spare  N ew sle tte rs  available and  
th ese  m a y  ac t as am bassado rs to in tro d u ce  
o u r Society  to p o ten tia l m em bers.

T he  “ch u rn "  o f N e w sle tte r  d is tr ib u to rs  
con tinues. Ju d y  B etts a t R iver an d  A lan 
Sencicle, w ho  de livered  a t St M argaret's, 
have n ow  re tire d  and  w e th a n k  th e m  b o th  
for m a n y  y ea rs  o f devo ted  an d  effic ien t 
serv ice . It w as so p lea s in g  th a t o th e r  
v o lu n tee rs  cam e forw ard, w ith  no arm - 
tw isting  req u ired . We th ere fo re  w elcom e 
Tony Bones, J o h n  C otton, A ngela  U pton  
and  B arry  V aughan to th e  team . We have 
b e e n  ab le  to  re -o rg an ise  som e o f th e  
rounds, p a rticu la rly  in  th e  Town C entre, 
th u s  sp read ing  th e  load  m ore  evenly .

For over 20 y ea rs  I have  k ep t a few  copies 
o f each  N ew sle tte r  in  case th e y  w ere  
n e e d e d  for re fe ren ce . T he  bookcase  is now  
full and  I p lan  to red u ce  th e  n u m b e rs  b y

b rin g in g  su rp lu s  old copies to th e  m ee tin g s 
a n d  m em b ers  w ill be  w elcom e to take 
th em . P lease ask  m e if  y o u  ev er w ish  for a 
p a rticu la r n u m b e r  o f th e  N ew sletter. W hat 
I c an n o t do is to search  th ro u g h  for a 
specific topic since no  overall index  exists. 
In d ex in g  an d  c ro s s -re fe re n c in g  o f 
N ew sle tte rs  rem a in s  a ta sk  n e ed in g  to be 
done. A re th e re  an y  vo lun teers?

Sadly, in  N ovem ber w e lost Tessa G eorge 
w ho  w as a N ew sle tte r p ro o f re a d e r  and  
o n e tim e  co m m ittee  m em ber. In  add ition  
w e sen d  o u r co n do lences to th e  friends 
a n d  fam ilies o f o th e r  m em b ers  w ho have 
d ied  d u rin g  the  y e a r  inc lu d in g  M rs A nn  
B ertelsen , M r N o rm an  G ould, M rs A udrey  
a n d  M r D avid A tw ood (w ho d o n a ted  o u r 
lec te rn ), M r Mike Igglesden, M iss G race 
Jack so n  OBE, M r Clive M ered ith , M r K eith 
G aw n and  M rs Sheila Farrell.

W elcom e n e w  m em b ers  are: M r H H arris, 
M rs A  Burke, M rs V W ratten , M r L G raem e, 
M r A H oad, M r S & M rs L H oad, M rs J  
G avin, an d  M r P & M rs S W hibley.

AGM
A reminder to all members

T he A n n u a l G enera l M eeting  th is  y e a r  w ill take p lace on  M onday  15th A pril. T h is  is 
th e  las t o f th e  w in te r  m ee tin g s  u n til O ctober. All m em b ers  are u rged  to a ttend .

All n o m in a tio n s  for e lec ted  posts w ith in  th e  co m m ittee  an d  an y  re so lu tio n s m u s t be  
rece iv ed  b y  th e  sec re ta ry  no  la te r  th a n  14 days befo re  th e  date  o f th e  AGM.

H on  Secretary: Je re m y  Cope, 53 P ark  A venue, Dover. CT161HD 
Tel: 01304 211348 E-mail: je rem ycope@ w ille rs ley .p lu s.com

mailto:jeremycope@willersley.plus.com
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. OCT O r j
tB53ER M 53E.I— \rEJn NG 4

-----------  First Speaker------------
W illiam  Burges

A talk by Peter David Gilchrist
R eported  b y  A lan  Lee

Bo rn  in  1827 a n d  e d u c a te d  at 
K ing's College School, W illiam  a  

'Billy' Burges w as one o f th e  m ost ^  
im ag inative  designers o f the 
19 th  c e n tu ry . H e ca lled  
h im se lf  an  'A rt-A rchitect' and  
o v ersaw  th e  b u ild in g  o f 
cathedrals, castles and  houses, 
in c lu d in g  th e i r  in te rio rs , 
d eco ra tio n s  an d  fu rn ish in g s.
M an y  reg a rd e d  h im  as an  
eccen tric . H e trave lled  w idely  
ab road , m a in ly  th ro u g h o u t 
Europe, spend ing  m o n th s  sketch ing  and  
d raw in g  to e n h a n c e  h is  sk ill an d  
know ledge.

A ged 16 he  left college in  1844 an d  sp e n t 5 
y ea rs  w ith  E dw ard Blore, th e n  m oved  to 
th e  offices o f M atthew  D igby W yatt. He 
w orked  w ith  W yatt on  th e  M edieval C ourt 
for T he G reat E xhib ition  o f 1851. In  1856 
B urges, n o w  28, e s ta b lish e d  h is  ow n  
a rch itec tu ra l p rac tice  o ff T he  S trand  in  
London.

In  1834 D over Town C ouncil p u rch ased  the 
an c ie n t M aison D ieu, m u ch  b e in g  derelict. 
A fter te n  y ea rs  o f failed fundra ising  th e y  
took  ou t a loan  and  app o in ted  A m brose 
P oyn ter to p rep a re  designs to res to re  the 
S tone H all. D ue to h is  failing eyesigh t he 
asked  Burges to oversee th e  w ork. In  1859 
he  p rep a red  40 w ork ing  d raw ings from  
P o y n te r 's  designs. B urges c re a te d  th e  
g ro tesque an im als  a ro u n d  th e  doorw ays. 
O n th e  stone lin te l a ro u n d  th e  w alls he 
p laced  th e  m a n y  shields, w ith  th e ir  coats o f

arm s, o f m a n y  fo rm er Lords W arden, 
k T he w ork, co m p le ted  in  1861, cost 
^  the council about £6,000, som e 

£2,500 o ver b udge t. P o y n te r 
w as paid  £15 for h is w ork  and  
Burges £69; he  la te r  designed  
th e  C ouncil C ham ber, added  in  
1867.

H is first im p o rta n t com m ission  
w as to b u ild  St. F in  B arre's 
A n g lican  C a th ed ra l in  C ork  
(1863-70), a co m p ac t 

im pressive  bu ild ing  in  th e  F rench  G othic 
sty le w ith  th ree  spires.

A fte r co m in g  o f  age in  1868 th e  3 rd  
M arq u ess  o f Bute, one  o f  th e  w orld 's  
w ea lth ie s t m en , com m issioned  B urges to 
redes ign  C ardiff Castle, acqu ired  b y  th e  
fam ily  in  th e  m idd le  o f th e  18th cen tu ry . 
T he 150-foot h igh  C lock Tower, designed  b y  
B urges, c o n ta in e d  L ord B u te 's  b iza rre  
“b ach e lo r pad", com prising  a bedroom , a 
se rv an t's  room  an d  th e  su m m e r and  w in te r 
sm oking  room s. B urges's in te r io r  designs 
o f th e  castle have a ttrac ted  w ide p raise  
in c lu d in g  b e in g  ca lled  “th e  m o s t 
m ag n ificen t th a t th e  gothic rev ival ever 
achieved".

In  h is  d es ig n s  B urges o ften  in c lu d e d  
w h im sica l touches. In  th e  library, a ro u n d  
the  doorw ay, one m o n k ey  steals an  apple 
from  th e  Tree o f K now ledge w hile  two 
m ore  grab th e  Book o f T ruth. A round  th e  
fireplace M oses sits su rro u n d ed  b y  figures 
rep re sen tin g  an c ie n t languages. Lord Bute

vy
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is p o rtra y e d  s tu d y in g  C eltic  ru n e s . At 
C astell Coch Burges, in c lu d ed  a m o n k ey  
w earing  spectac les and  a frog ho ld ing  a 
b o ttle  o f cough-m ix ture  (for th e  frog in  its 
throat!).

H e b u il t  P ark  H o u se  for Jo h n  
M cC onnochie, C h ief E n g in ee r to th e  Bute 
Docks, considered  as “p e rh ap s  th e  m ost 
im p o rtan t 19th c e n tu ry  house  in  Wales."

In  th e  1870's B urges's two fin est gothic 
ch u rch es  w ere  u n d e rta k e n  th e  C hurch  of 
C hrist th e  C onsoler a t Skelton-on-U re, and  
St M ary 's at S tud ley  Royal. Both w ere  bu ilt 
as m em o ria l ch u rch es  for the  M arquess 
R ipon 's brother-in -law , F red erick  Vyner, 
m u rd e red  b y  G reek  b an d its  in  1870.

Burges on ly  ev er b u ilt th ree  m ajo r houses 
as w ell as Tower H ouse for h is re s id en ce  in  
K ensington, design ing  all th e  e labo ra te  
d ec o ra tio n  a n d  fu rn itu re . It w as h e re  
w here, aged 53, he  died. It is th o u g h t th a t 
h is ea rly  dea th  w as b ro u g h t abou t p a rtly  as 
a re s u lt o f sm ok ing  b o th  tobacco  and  
opium , w h ich  m a y  have re in fo rced  th e  
d ream ie r e lem en ts  o f h is  design.

Burges' m ost im p o rtan t final w ork  w as 
ag a in  in  D over. T h e  to w n  co u n c il

ap p ro ach ed  h im  to p rovide designs and  
quo ta tions, for th e  M aison  D ieu, cou rt 
m e e tin g  room s, m a y o ra l a n d  official 
offices, and  a police station . H e designed  
th e  p ro jec t an d  w ork  beg an  in  1881. T he 
m ajo rity  o f th e  w orks w ere  co m p le ted  a fter 
he  d ied  in  M ay o f th a t year. T he orig inal 
es tim ate  w as £17,115, o r abou t £1 .7m illion  
in  today 's  m oney . O nce again  th e  council 
had  to ra ise  a loan  for th e  p ro jec t an d  the  
w orks w en t ah ead  desp ite  opposition  from  
a n u m b e r o f councillo rs and  tow nsfolk.

M ore m o n e y  h ad  to be  ra ised  to com p lete  
th e  d e c o ra tio n  o f  th e  in te r io r  o f  th e  
bu ild ing . B urges's design w as a rio t o f 
co lo u r an d  g ild ing . T h e  w alls  an d  
p a rticu la rly  th e  ceiling  w ere  covered  in  
b rig h tly  co loured  floral designs in  blue, red  
and  gold w ith  b ird s do tted  am ongst the  
foliage. At th e  b ack  o f th e  ha ll (now  h id d en  
b e h in d  th e  organ) w as a large decora ted  
gothic arch  and  ba lco n y  w ith  a scu lp ted  
im age o f St. M artin  o f Tours. T he K entish 
G azette described  th e  d eco ra tion  as 'the  
m ost b eau tifu l th a t Mr. Burges h as done ' 
w h ich  th e  D over E xpress called  it 'a trifle  
gaudy'. T he b u ild ing  w as fo rm ally  op en ed  
in  1883 b y  P rin ce  A rthu r, D uke of 
C onnaugh t. T he large assem b ly  room  w as 
n a m e d  th e  C onnaugh t H all. U ntil 1924 the 

ha ll w as red eco ra ted  about every  
15 years, in  th e  orig inal style.

By th e  1940's, ow ing  to th e  
ex p en se  o f  re -d e c o ra tio n  o n ly  
som e o f th e  orig inal deco ra tion  
rem a in ed . By the  ea rly  1950's the 
r e m a in d e r  w as e ith e r  p a in te d  
over o r rem oved,

Dover Maison Dieu Connaught Hall

R esearch show s th a t p a rt o f the 
o rig inal w orks surv ive b e n e a th  
th e  p a in t a n d  w allpaper. I t is 
h o p e d  th a t  p a r t  o f  th e se  
deco ra tions can  be  u n co v ered  and  
res to red  for all to see.
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OCT O r j
tB53ER M 53E .

I— \rETn NG 4

---------------Second Speaker---------------
The Dover Tram System

A talk by Brian Flood — Reported by Alan Lee

Br ia n  o p en ed  b y  sta ting  “Leeds first, 
D over second, th e  re s t n o w h ere”. He 

w as quoting  th e  “Railway W orld” jo u rn a l o f 
1898 w h en  it reco m m en d ed  th a t “L ondon 
should  ask  the  D over C ouncil for advice”, 
abou t b u ild in g  a m o d e rn  tram  system . 
D over's first public tran sp o rt tram  service 
op en ed  in  1897 and  th e  overhead  pow ered  
system  w as g reatly  adm ired

1896 th e  council approved  the  plans. T he 
council, £250,000 in  debt, close to th e  
m ax im u m  allow ed, b o rro w ed  a fu r th e r  
£28,000 to fund  th e  w orks b u t th ro u g h o u t its 
life th e  system  w as alw ays underfunded . 
C om pared  to o th e r boroughs D over tram s 
p a id  o v e r th e  odds for e lec tric ity , 
particu la rly  a fter the  council took over the 
pow er station  in  1902.

D over C orporation  had  a strong financial 
in te re s t in  allow ing D ovorians a cheap  
m e th o d  o f travel to w ork. T he tram s w ere 
seen  as key  to th e  h a rb o u r expansion, its 
grow ing w orkforce and  to D over's grow th 
and  p rosperity . W ith w ages o f £1 a w eek  the 
4d bus fare from  B uckland to th e  P ier w as 
expensive. T he in itia l tram  fare o f on ly  1d 
b rough t daily  tran sp o rt w ith in  the  reach  o f 
m ost people for th e  first tim e. In  Ju ly  1890 
th e  first designated  om nibus stops appeared  
a t th e  Bull in  Buckland, th e  Flying H orse in  
King St, M arket Place and  th e  Town Station.

T he Park  St pow er station, bu ilt in  1895, w as 
D over's  firs t p u b lic  e le c tric ity  supp ly . 
C ouncillors G F ry  (C hairm an  o f th e  L ondon 
St T ram w ay Co.) and  Sir W illiam C rundall 
(C hairm an  o f the  D over E lectricity  Co.) 
pu sh ed  to se t u p  an  elec tric  tram  system . 
(No conflict o f in te re s t then!). O pposition  
cam e from  th e  D over Gas Co. on  the 
g rounds of gas being  cheaper. J a n u a ry  1896 
J  B avington-Jones, ed ito r o f th e  D over 
Express, read  a p ap e r to th e  in fluen tia l 
D over W orking M en 's In s titu te  w ho voted 
u n a n im o u s ly  in  su p p o r t o f  o v e rh ead  
elec tric  pow ered  tram s. T he C hairm an  th a t 
even ing  w as one T. Sutton. In  N ovem ber

T he system  consisted  o f two connected , b u t 
separa te ly  ru n  lines. O ne ra n  from  the 
depot a t B uckland to C larence Place in  the 
P ier D istrict. Soon to te rm in a te  at S trond St. 
T he second  from  W orthington St to the 
depot at M axton, nex t to th e  O range Tree 
pub, now  a private  house. By 1905 the  River 
line w as com pleted . P lans to con tinue  to 
A lkham  and  to create  a line from  N ew  
Bridge via East Cliff to St. M argaret's and  on 
to the m a in  line at M artin  Mill bo th  fell 
through, ow ing to a lack  o f finance.

T he first 10 tram  cars arrived  in  1897, the 
B uckland depot be ing  u n fin ish ed  th e ir  final 
assem bly  took place in  a n e a rb y  field. 
D uring its existence D over u sed  45 tram s.

River to Pier Tram Car 22 
at Bethel Corner, Snargate Street Dover 1936
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Before 1926 all 27 w ere  pu rchased  n ew  and  
o pen  top. A fter 1926, w ith  m o n ey  in  short 
supply, ch eap er second-hand  tram s w ere 
b o u g h t from ; D a rlin g to n  (2), W est 
H artlepool (5) and  B irm ingham  (11).

O n 6th Sept 1897 M ayor H en ry  Baker drove 
tram  No. 3 from  th e  Town H all to B uckland 
th e n  dow n to the H arbou r Station. O n 1st 
D ec the  first te s t ru n  b y  car 7 on  Folkestone 
Rd. Services com m enced  at th e  en d  o f the 
m o n th . T he  firs t y e a r  saw  1,794,905 
passengers carried  and  b y  1936 th is  had  
grow n to 4,752,309. O n th e  M axton line 
tra m s  b ed e c k e d  w ith  s tre a m e rs  w ou ld  
frequen tly  carry  w edding  parties  to church.

O n a d a rk e r  n o te  th e  p re ss  re p o r te d  
acciden ts th a t had  caused  in ju ries  o r death. 
In  1902 in  F o lkestone Rd, 3 y e a r  old 
C a therine  W est ra n  in  fron t o f a tram  and  
w as killed. In  1917 at Crabble H ill the w orst 
tram  acciden t in  British h is to ry  occurred  
w h en  11 d ied and  61 people  w ere in jured . A 
second  acciden t th ere  in  1923 saw  a tram , 
dera il an d  h it  a n o th e r  tra m  w ith  no 
seriously  in jures. In  1926 Ja m e s  D riscoll 
com ing from  the E n g in eer pub  w as killed 
crossing th e  Folkestone Rd. In  1929, at the 
ju nc tion  of Biggin St and  W orthington St a 
lo r ry  d riv e r ig n o red  th e  p o in t d u ty  
po licem an 's signals, drove th rough  the  tram  
q u eu e  w aiting  to board  and  17 people w ere 
in jured . T he d river w as fined 17/- and  
b an n ed  from  driving for 12 m onths. O ften

Biggin Street Bus and Tram Stop 
at Junction o f Worthington Street

n ew spapers  had  repo rts  o f d ru n k en  m ale 
and  fem ale passengers assau lting  staff or 
avoiding th e  1d or 2d fares. In  February, 
1933 at th e  P ie r Term inus, th e  crew  had  
alighted  and  the  tram , s ta rted  by  children, 
m o v ed  o ff p ick in g  u p  sp eed . P o stm an  
Bradish, w ho w as on-board m anaged  to stop 
it before it ra n  in to  a sta tionary  tram  at the 
S trond S treet loop. O ne child  and  a w om an  
p a sse n g e r  fell o ff an d  rece iv ed  m in o r 
in juries.

A fter a tow n poll in  1911 Sunday  services 
w ere  in tro d u ced . In  1904 led  b y  th e  
Sabbatarian  p a rty  th e  poll had  tu rn e d  th is 
p ro p o sa l dow n. In  1928 a tram  posta l 
service w as in tro d u ced  on  th e  8.30pm  River 
line  tram . L etters could  h an d ed  to the 
conducto r a t an y  stop to be  delivered  to the 
m a in  p o st office n e a r  th e  W orth ing ton  
S treet stop.

Following a public  poll in  1936 m o to r buses 
w ere  in troduced , ru n  b y  th e  E ast K ent Road 
Car C om pany  th e y  w ould  rep lace th e  tram s. 
It w as agreed th a t th e  council w ould  receive 
th ree  q u a rte rs  o f th e  profit. T he last tram  
ra n  on  31st D ec 1936 d riven  b y  the  M ayor 
u n d e r  superv ision  o f d river P ercy  Sutton. It 
arrived  at th e  M axton depot a t 11.30pm. A n 
aw aiting E ast K ent bus took th e  M ayor and  
d ignitaries b ack  to th e  tow n  hall. 80 years 
la te r  a b rass locking hand le  from  th a t last 
jo u rn ey , ta k e n  b y  P e rcy  Sutton, w as 
dona ted  to D over T ransport M useum  b y  his 
fam ily. No tram s survived, m a n y  being  
d ism an tled  and  sold for scrap  and  parts. 
T he rem ain in g  flee t o f open  top tram s w as 
driven  to R iver and  b u rn ed .

T he on ly  rem ain in g  m em o ry  o f th e  M axton 
line is the  passenger sh e lte r a t th e  ju nc tion  
o f Folkestone Rd and  E lm s Vale Rd. T he last 
50 yards o f track, still in  gran ite  setts, 
survive in  th e  car p a rk  o f De Bradelei 
W harf, once N o rtham p ton  St. A  sad end  to 
th e  e ra  o f D over Trams.
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NOVEM r>DER MEETING
---------------  First Speaker----------------

Western H eights Com m onwealth War M emorial
A talk by John Pegg

R eported b y  Harry R. Harris

On  M onday  19th N ovem ber Jo h n  Pegg 
gave u s  a c o m p re h e n s iv e  an d  

in fo rm ative  v iew  o f th e  p lan s  for th e  D over 
C om m onw ealth  M em orial.

J o h n  o u tlined  th e  h is to ry  o f m em o ria ls  in  
th e  UK, starting  w ith  th e  C eno taph  in  
L ondon  (1919), a n d  th e n  th e  N atio n a l 
A rb o re tu m  in  S taffordshire. T he D over 
C om m onw ealth  M em orial w ould  be  the 
th ird  leg o f th e  “tripod".

W hy D over? D over has a “u n iq u e  b ran d  
identity", Jo h n  explained. T he castle is the 
second  m ost v isited  castle in  th e  UK w ith  a 
th ro u g h p u t o f 300,000 visitors p e r  year. 
T h en  th e re  are the  W hite Cliffs m ak ing  
D over an  icon  w ith  th irty  m illion  visitors 
passing  th rough  every  year.

W ith 2018 be in g  th e  100th an n iv e rsa ry  o f 
th e  W orld War 1 A rm istice, th e re  has b e e n  
a g e n e ra l g ro w th  in  th e  rise  o f 
R em em b ran ce  an d  th e  se c u la r  sacred . 
M em orials have a n a tio n a l significance, the

H olocaust and  N o rm an d y  m em o ria ls  w ere 
cited  as exam ples.

W hy the  W estern  H eights? Jo h n  explained 
th a t a fifty-year decline h ad  left th e  w este rn  
side o f  D over sev e re ly  neg lec ted . T he 
dem ise o f th e  G rand Shaft Barracks, ow ned 
b y  D over D istric t Council, had  left a scar 
w h ich  n e e d e d  a tten tio n . T h ere  w as an 
excellen t b u s in ess  case for bu ild ing  the 
M em orial on  th e  W estern  H eights as w ell 
as a to p o g rap h ica l one. S itu a ted  in  a 
hang ing  valley, th e  M em orial is p ro jec ted  
to a ttrac t a ro u n d  200,000 visitors p e r  year.

U n d er the  2006 Schem e th e  M em orial itse lf 
w ould  consist o f 1.7 k ilo m etres  o f w all to 
r e p re s e n t th e  1.7 m illio n  dead . T h ere  
w ould  be  a th o u san d  n am es p e r  lineal 
m e tre . T h e  e m p h a s is  w o u ld  be  on 
accessibility; one step  w ould  cover 1500 
individuals.

T here  is also an  ecological d im en sio n  to th e  
p lans as various an im als  an d  b ird s have to

CWM Perspective Facing East
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be re s p e c te d  an d  p ro te c te d  from  
e n c ro a c h m e n t on  th e ir  hab it. Jo h n  
m en tio n ed  dorm ice  an d  b a ts  as an  
exam ple, an  im p o rtan t aspect o f any  
p ro jec t o f th is  m agnitude.

For Jo h n  th e  p ro jec t h a s  b e e n  a 
fo u rteen -year jo u rn e y  w ork ing  w ith  th e  
W estern  H eights P reserv a tio n  Society,
D over D istric t Council, K ent C oun ty  
C ouncil and  various o th e r agencies.
T h ere  have b e e n  th ree  design op tions 
w ith  a pub lic  co n su lta tio n  in  2018.
Funding, o f course, is o f p a ram o u n t 
im portance  w ith  a bu d g e t o f tw en ty  
m illion  p o u n d s  env isaged  from  various 
fund ing  sources.

jo u rn e y  h as a successfu l conclusion . The 
In  co n c lu s io n , J o h n 's  e n th u s ia sm  a n d  b e n e f its  for D over a n d  th e  w id e r 
efforts for th e  p ro jec t w ere  c learly  visible. c o m m u n ity  w ill be  a w o rth y  legacy for 
We w o u ld  w ish  th a t  h is  fo u r te e n -y e a r  y ea rs  to com e.

New Summer Social Secretary
Rodney Stone

H ello -  I have taken  over from  ou r dear 
Patricia, valian tly  backed  by  Patrick, as 

o rgan iser o f the  Society 's su m m er events. 
Equally, I w ill be  su ppo rted  b y  m y  D oreen. 
T he even ts consist o f tr ip s  usua lly  p u t 
together b y  our friend  Ia in  o f Leo's Pride 
C oaches. E nclo sed  are  deta ils  o f  th re e  
p roposed  tr ip s  for th is  year, agreed b y  the 
Executive C om m ittee  from  suggestions by  
Iain  based  on  h is w ide experience o f taking 
parties  to such  places. M ay I ask  m em bers, 
please, to give early  considera tion  and, 
w here  th e y  w ish, to sign up  to those outings 
th a t appeal to them . Please do n o t hesita te  
to co n tac t m e  w ith  q u es tio n s  a n d /o r

expressions o f in te re s t if  for the m o m en t 
y o u  are unab le  to com m it. T he Society has 
to go firm  on trip s w ell in  advance o f th e ir  
dates for th e  sake o f hosts and  partic ipan ts.

M y being  th u s  involved in  th e  Society is 
som eth ing  o f a com ing hom e for m e. W hile 
I have lived m u ch  o f m y  life in  W est Kent, 
m y  father w as b o rn  a t 309 L ondon Road and  
m y  g ra n d fa th e r  re p u te d ly  w as H ead  
P o s tm as te r o f  D over an d  W arden  of 
C harlton  C hurch  b e tw een  th e  Wars.

B everley w ill con tinue  so ably to organise 
th e  w in te r  events.

Good w ish es to all m em bers.
C ontact: R odney  Stone. D over Society  S u m m er Social E vents O rganiser. 

Bahia, 10 L ighthouse Road, St. M argaret's Bay, Dover. CT15 6EJ 
T elephone: 01304 852838 Em ail: randdstone29@ gm ail.com

mailto:randdstone29@gmail.com
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NOVEM r>DER MEETING
---------Second Speaker---------

ChalkUp21 Trail
A ta lk  b y  C harles H ollan d

Reported by Terry Sutton

D eal-based  a rch itec t C harles  H olland  
took  o u r m em b ers  an d  o u r v isitors on 

a v irtu a l stro ll a long th e  top  o f th e  cliffs 
from  C apel to D eal w h e n  he  w as o u r guest 
sp e a k e r  a t St M ary 's  p a rish  c e n tre  in  
N ovem ber.

H e sc re e n e d  im ag es  o f th e  m o d e rn  
a rch itec tu ra l gem s to be  seen  an d  enjoyed, 
from  th e  im ag in a tiv e  B attle o f B rita in  
m em o ria l a t Capel, to D over sea front, up  
on  th e  cliffs a t L angdon  an d  fina lly  to th e  
s tru c tu re  on  D eal Pier. H is talk, en titled  
ChalkUp21, in c lu d ed  d escrip tio n s o f o th e r 
in te re s t in g  a rc h i te c tu ra l d e s ig n s  in  
s tru c tu re s  in  th e  UK and  ab road  w ith  
w h ic h  h e  a n d  h is  p ra c tic e s  h ad  b e e n  
involved.

T h e n  he  deta iled  th e  designs o f th e  n in e  
b u ild in g s  a n d  s t ru c tu re s  th a t  a re  
h igh ligh ted  on  th e  cliff top  tra il w h ich  w as 
in i tia te d  b y  D over A rts  D e v e lo p m e n t 
(DAD) to  c e le b ra te  c o n te m p o ra ry  
a rch itec tu ra l d ev e lo p m en t. A fter leav ing  
th e  Battle o f B ritain  m em o ria l he  took  h is 
w alkers to th e  v isitors' cen tre  on  S am phire  
H oe, w h e re  ex cav a ted  ch a lk  fo r th e  
C h an n e l T unnel h as  p rov ided  a w a te rfro n t 
p la tfo rm . T h en  on  to D over sea fron t w ith  
its S easports C en tre  an d  th e  T h ree  Waves 
ligh ting  and  w h ite  pav ed  b each  w alks on 
sh ing le , m im ic k in g  th e  su rf, b e fo re  
clim bing  th e  cliff p a th  from  A thol Terrace 
to th e  W hite  Cliffs v is ito rs ' c e n tre  a t 
L an g d o n  Cliffs. F rom  th e re  on  to  St 
M argaret's Bay to s tu d y  th e  Calyx cen tre  at

Above: Cliff Path Marker Birds 
Nigel Green

Left: Athol Terrace Trail Marker 
Nigel Green
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The Pines Calyx. Nigel Green

Pines G ardens, co n stru c te d  b y  packed  chalk  
from  th e  m a te ria l excavated  for th e  bu ild ing . 
A nd fina lly  a fu r th e r  w alk  along th e  cliffs to 
D eal p ie r  to e n jo y  th e  in s p ira tio n a l 
co n stru c tio n  o f th e  p ie r-en d  cafe.

D e re k  L each , c h a irm a n  o f  th e  m ee tin g , 
suggested  th a t in  tim e  th e re  m ig h t be  an  
in te re s tin g  b u ild in g  co n stru c te d  at D over's 
W estern  D ocks to add  to th e  lis t o f th e  
a rch itec tu ra l gem s to be  d iscovered  on  th e  
trail.

M r H o lland 's  co n tr ib u tio n  to th e  p ro jec t has 
in c lu d ed  th e  design  o f p laq u es  th a t m a rk  each  
o f th e  s tru c tu re s  described . H e exp la ined  th e  
p laq u es  serve a n u m b e r  o f ro les in c lud ing  
in fo rm a tio n  p rov ision  and  deta iling  w ider 
th em es.
O ne side o f each  c ircu la r p laque  reflec ts th e  
coastline b e tw een  C apel and  D eal as w ell as 
m ark in g  th e  geograph ica l p osition  o f each  of 
th e  n in e  bu ild ings an d  s tru c tu re s  h igh ligh ted  
along th e  trail. In  th e  cen tre  o f each  b ronze  
p laque, like m edallions, is a desc rip tio n  of 
th a t  p a r t ic u la r  b u ild in g  o r a rtw o rk . T he  
p laq u es  s ta rt ou t po lished , he  says, b u t w ill 
ev en tu a lly  p a tin a te  to a g reeny-blue.

Wander th e Dry Chalk Cliffs...

W ander th e  d ry  cha lk  cliffs 
F orm ed  in  th e  folded past,
W hen  th e  e a rth  w as new .

Gaze at th e  res tle ss  sea,
E ver chang ing  an d  p lum b ing  
U nfathom able  fears.

S tand in  th e  castle  keep,
W here g rey  w alls w h isp e r secre ts 
E ight h u n d re d  y ea rs  old.

C onsider th e  Pharos,
Its stones la id  b y  R om ans 
Two th o u san d  y ea rs  ago.

In  th e  m u se u m  slum bers  
A b o a t from  the  B ronze Age 
C ocooned  in  p rese rv ed  silence.

T he cha lk  cliffs are m u ch  older, 
H a u n t o f th e  b lu e  b u tte rfly  
S an c tu a ry  for sea  birds;

O lder th a n  th e  tow n,
Rare cow slips an d  w ild  orch ids 
H ave alw ays th r iv ed  here .

W ander th e  d ry  cha lk  cliffs,
M ade o f a m y riad  c rea tu res  
In  a n o th e r  age.

Merril Lilley 
8 June 2014
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SULLIVAN & SON
Independent Funeral Service

Traditional, Eco-friendly, Alternative and Pre-Paid funerals available

PAUL SULLIVAN, Dip FD, Proprietor 
In funeral service since 1992

Funeral contractor to Dover District Council 

Recommended by the Good Funeral Guide and the Natural Death Centre 

12 Beaconsfield Road, Dover, CT16 2LL 

Tel/Fax: 01304 201322

Get an instant estimate at our new website

www.sullivanandson.co.uk

http://www.sullivanandson.co.uk
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Those o f u s w ho sp en t o u r teen ag e  years  
a t school in  D over m ay  w ell re m e m b e r 

b e in g  m arch ed  dow n to th e  Town H all and  
lin ed  up, sh ivering, in  th e  Stone Hall, in  
p rep a ra tio n  for th e  an n u a l Speech  D ay 
rehearsa l. H ow  could  w e have im ag ined  
that, y ea rs  later, such  a drab, ch illy  p lace 
w as capable o f be in g  tran sfo rm ed  in to  a 
large w elcom ing  d in ing  room ? For th e  
Society 's C hris tm as lu n ch  th is  year, th e  
Stone H all w as filled w ith  tab les colourfu lly  
d eco ra ted  w ith  c rack e rs  an d  g reen e ry . 
T h ere  w ere  ta ll sh in ing  C hris tm as tre e s  too 
and, above all, it w as w arm !

A fter o u r w elcom ing  d rin k  an d  th e  chance  
to g ree t fr iends an d  b u y  raffle tickets, w e 
sat dow n to th e  th ree-cou rse  m ea l o f ou r 
choice, sh a red  w ine  an d  added  to th e  
sou n d  o f conversa tion  as th e  voices rose. 
Val a n d  h e r  y o u n g  te a m  se rv ed  u s  
c h e e rfu lly  a n d  th e  en jo y ab le  m ea l

concluded  w ith  m in i m in ce  p ies  and  tea  or 
coffee.

We w ere  en te r ta in e d  b y  T h ree 's  C om pany, 
singers Ju d ith  Sm ith  an d  P eter W hibley 
accom pan ied  b y  p ian is t Ju lia  M ook. T hey  
are an  accom plished  group  and  w e relaxed  
as w e lis ten ed  to songs from  th e  show s and  
p o p u la r operas. T hese  d u e ts  an d  solos, 
to g e th e r w ith  a C hris tm as m isce llan y  as a 
finale, w ere  v e ry  m u ch  apprecia ted .

O ur Q u een  o f th e  Raffle, D enise, assisted  
b y  h e r  fam ily, e n su red  th a t th e  raffle w as a 
success. M em bers shou ld  know  th a t a good 
raffle is an  in su ran ce  against th e  even t 
ru n n in g  at a loss and, in  sim ilar fashion, 
th e  raffle pays for th e  cost o f the  ha ll at o u r 
w in te r  m eetings.

A bove all, ou r g ra tefu l th an k s  are  due to 
B everley  w ho  u n o b tru s iv e ly  m an ag ed  the 

w hole ev en t. B everley  en ro ls  
th e  assistance o f h e r  s is te r and  
h e r  fr ien d  on  th e  day  b u t the 
am o u n t o f u n se e n  organ isa tion  
w h ic h  p re c e d e s  su c h  an  
occas io n  is fo rm id ab le  an d  
shou ld  be  p ro p e rly  recognised.

Footnote; T h ree 's  C om pany  give 
all p ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e i r  
p e rfo rm an ces  to charity . O n th is 
occasion th e y  co n trib u ted  to the  
local b ra n c h  o f P ark inson 's  UK. 
T h e ir  n ex t concert, w h ich  w ill 
inc lude  o th e r perfo rm ers, w ill 
take p lace a t St. P eter and  St. 
P au l's  C h u rch , M in n is  Lane, 
River, on  6th Ju ly .3 's Company Dover Society Xmas Lunch 2 Dec 2018
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> J[a n u a :r y  m :53 I— \rEJn NG ,

---------------  First Speaker----------------
Fort Burgoyne -  The Way Forward

A talk by Chris Valdus -  Reported by Harry Harris

Fort Burgoyne

On  th e  21st o f Ja n u a ry  w e w elcom ed 
C hris Valdus from  the  Land Trust.

T he Land Trust is an  in d ep en d e n t charity  
w ith  five lo n g -te rm  ob jec tives  w h ich  
in c lu d e  en ab lin g  social co h esio n  an d  
im proving  health .

Fort B urgoyne covers forty-two h ec ta res  and  
th e  Land Trust has schedu led  te n  hecta res 
for th e ir  a tten tio n  w hich  are on  th e  A ncien t 
M o n u m en t H eritage 'a t risk ' register.

C hris told us th a t Fort B urgoyne w as the 
re su lt o f a Royal C om m ission led b y  Lord 
P alm erston  in  1859, w ith  the m ain  fort 
be ing  com pleted  in  1867. 'Castle H ill Fort' 
as it w as kno w n  in  1872 b ecam e 'Fort 
B urgoyne' on Q ueen  V ictoria's instructions. 
C onnaugh t Barracks w as bu ilt in  1913 and  
an  aerodrom e w as construc ted  a t G uston in  
1914. We w ere  show n slides o f th e  a rea  by  
C hris th a t illu stra ted  clearly  th e  strategic 
sign ificance  o f  Fort B urgoyne an d  th e

A Vision o f the Future - Heritage Centre at Fort Burgoyne

su rround ing  installations.

T he Land Trust acquired  Fort B urgoyne in  
2014 an d  a im  to secu re  fu n d in g  o f 
£12m illion; th e y  already  have £5m illion. As 
p a rt o f th e  N ational G reat Place S chem e it is

Map o f Fort Burgoyne and Guston Areodrome
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suppo rted  b y  N ational L ottery  
fu n d in g  th ro u g h  th e  A rts 
C ouncil o f England.

T he  T rust h a s  a lread y  se t 
about ro u tin e  m ain ten an ce , 
w ith  co n trac ts  in  p lace  to 
rem o v e  v eg e ta tio n  a n d  to 
m anage o th e r issues. T hese 
inc lude  an  unstab le  ditch w all 
and  a ru s ting  bridge w hich  
n e e d s  a tte n tio n . A 
p a rtn e rsh ip  w ith  Lee Evans 
over th re e  y e a rs  costing  
£ 1 .6m illion  w ill lead  to 
stabilisation th rough  rou tine  
m ain tenance . Casements Fort Burgoyne

C hris o u tlin e d  th re e  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  
project; D over A rts D evelopm ent, A lbion 
In c o rp o ra te d  - w ith  th e i r  'Year o f 
E n g ag em en t' in  2019, an d  A n im ate  
C om m unity  A rts w ho have reg istered  th ree  
schools w ith  'Artsmark'. T he overall aim  is 
to p u t th e  Fort on  th e  m a p  w ith  a 
new sletter. Social m ed ia  such  as Facebook is 
also being  u sed  to p rom ote  the  Fort and  its 
in ten d ed  facilities.

C hris em phasised  th a t w e have to “look 
a fter w h a t w e have" and  Fort B urgoyne 
c learly  h as  m u ch  p o ten tia l u n d e r  th e  aegis

o f th e  Land Trust. H is en th u sia sm  for the 
p ro ject and  an  excellent video show ed us 
th e  ex ten t o f w h a t has to be  done to fully 
p re se rv e  an d  u tilise  th is  a n c ie n t 
m o n u m e n t. W ith  ass is tan ce  from  th e  
fund ing  bodies and  D.D.C., th e  nex t few 
y ears  should  see th e  aim s o f th e  Land Trust 
for Fort B urgoyne fully realised. It w ill be 
an o th e r asse t for th e  tow n and  a w elcom e 
resto ra tion  o f an  h isto ric  feature th a t has 
b e e n  neg lec ted  for too long.

We w ish  C hris and  his team  every  success 
for the  future.

Fort Burgoyne Bridge Moat at Fort Burgoyne
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> J[a n u a :r y  m :53 I— \rEJn NG ,

---------------Second Speaker----------------
Locating the R ound Towers

A talk by Jeff Howe -  Reported by Terry Sutton

Like m a n y  others, J e ff  H ow e has en joyed  
th e  m agn ificen t sta ined  glass w indow s 

in  th e  M aison D ieu hall. O ne w hich  he 
found  o f special in te re s t depicts H en ry  VIII 
in  1520 departing  D over for the  Field o f 
Cloth o f Gold n e a r  Calais.

J e f f  no ticed  th a t the  scene inc luded  w hat 
appeared  be  tw o tow ers on  th e  dockside. 
Did th e y  ever exist and  if  so w here  w as th e ir 
location  in  p re sen t day Dover?

T his gave Je ff  a subject as he  stud ied  for 
academ ic progress and  so he  tu rn e d  historic 
de tec tiv e  tak in g  h im  in to  re se a rc h in g  
na tiona l archives.

In  Ja n u a ry  Je ff  w as a speaker a t T he D over 
Society m eetin g  a t St M ary 's parish  cen tre  
w hen , u sin g  sc reen ed  rep ro d u c tio n s  o f 
an c ien t m aps som e going b ack  n ea rly  500 
years, he  described  h is research .

“M y original aim  w as to find  ou t if  these  
dep ic ted  tow ers existed  at all. And, if  th ey  
did, w here  w ere  th e y  in  today 's Dover?" he 
explained  to h is audience.

H is research  w as assisted  b y  n am es  in  the 
old P ier district, on old m aps o f row s of 
houses in  R ound Tower S treet and  Round 
Tower Lane. Now, o f course, all gone.

Studying an c ien t sketches and  m aps he 
cam e to th e  conclusion  th e  “tw in" tow ers 
w ere bu ilt at slightly  d ifferen t tim es at the 
en tran ce  to th e  old Paradise Pen t and  th a t at 
one stage th e y  h ad  rings a ttached  to w hich  
ships could tie up.

A  couple o f o th e r old sketches led  h im  to 
believe th a t du ring  th e  lifetim e o f at least 
one of th e  tow ers a cottage, possib ly  for a 
pilot, w as bu ilt on  top. W ith th e  help  o f the 
1808 Will o f Ja tt C hurch, w h ich  show ed 

w h e re  he ow ned  
p ro p e rty , J e f f
p in p o in te d  w h e re  he  
b e liev e s  is th e  exact 
geographic position  of 
th e  tw o to w ers in  
today 's dockland. One, 
he  subm its, w as n e a r 
the  base  o f the  flyover 
th a t lead s  to P&O 
Ferries ' offices, w hile 
the o th e r is n o t far from  
th e  n e a rb y  fo rm er 
ra ilw ay  sta tio n -b o th  
w ell in lan d  to w here  
th e y  w ould  have b een  
h a lf  a m illen n iu m  ago.The Twin Towers
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The Crypt Group - An Update 
The Plaque Wording

Th e  Cr y p t  Fir e  Be n c h  St r e e t  27t h  Ma r c h  1977 
[Abo v e  Th is  Pl a q u e]

Se v e n  Pe o p l e  Lo s t  Th e ir  Liv e s

Le a d in g  Fir e m a n  J o h n  Sh a r p  [31], Qu e e n 's Ga l l a n t r y  Med a l  

Ch a r l o t t e  Clay [17 m o n t h s ], Sh a n e  Clay [6], Ja n u s ia  As h t o n  [7], 
An it a  Le e  [19], Ma r io n  Clay [32], Ph y l l is  Co n l o n  [43]

Fir e m a n : J.H o g b e n , K.Fa ir c h il d  a n d  D.Da d d  Aw a r d e d  T h e  Qu e e n 's
Ga l l a n t r y  Me d a l

Pl a q u e  Sp o n s o r e d  by Gr a h a m  Wa n s t a l l , Do v e r  To w n  Cll r  

Ch a ir m a n  o f  Th e  Cr y p t  Gr o u p  27t h  o f  Ma r c h  2019 
Ca s t l e  Wa r d

As chairman of “The Crypt Group" I thank all my fellow committee members, 
Cllr. Ann Burke, Mr. Bob Mouland, Mr. James Wraight and Mr. Brian Waters for 

their assistance and dedication in this important task

At long last we are putting right a wrong and remembering seven people who 
lost their lives in one of Dover's worst fires since WWII.

r a

Graham Wanstall, Dover Town Cllr, Castle Ward
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Dover's popu la tion  tu rn ed  
ou t in  strength  one day 

n ea rly  600 years ago to pay  
respects to th e ir  w arrio r king 
w ho in  all h is glory had  m ade 
regu lar visits to th e ir tow n and 
port. T he  sm all p o p u la tio n  
lined  th e  narrow  lanes from  
th e  h a rb o u r to w atch  a 
procession  bring ing  hom e the 
em balm ed  body  o f th e  brave 
and  skilful H en ry  V w ho had  
died from  dy sen te ry  in  France 
in  A ugust 1422 at the age of 33.
H e had  re igned  from  1413.

T he  dead  P lan tag en e t k ing 's  bo d y  w as 
ca rr ied  on  a carriage  d raw n  b y  four 
m agn ificen t horses w hile above the coffin 
w as a life-like effigy of H enry . As the coffin 
w as carried  ashore, n o t far from  th e  p resen t 
“tid y  ru in" o f  O ld St Ja m e s  C hurch, 
rep resen ta tives o f the  C inque Ports carried  a 
silk canopy, ju s t as th ey  had  done at H enry 's  
coronation.

H en ry  V had  died at V incennes n e a r  Paris 
on  th e  las t day  o f A ugust in  1422, 
su rro u n d ed  b y  h is  n ob les  an d  m ilita ry  
officers. H is em balm ed  body  w as carried  
th rough  France, resting  at m ajo r towns, to 
Calais w here  the C inque Ports fleet w aited  
to tran sp o rt it to Dover. At D over the funeral 
procession, headed  b y  row s o f p riests and  
g u a rd ed  b y  500 m en -a t-a rm s in  b lack  
arm our, p assed  St Ja m e s  C hurch , over 
W arden D ow n to Crabble Hill, from  th ere  to 
C an terbury  and  h en ce  the king's last resting  
place in  W estm inster Abbey.

So d ifferent from  the tim e w h en  he  sailed to 
France, w ith  6,500 cavalry and  24,000 foot

soldiers, for th e  successful six 
w eeks siege and  cap tu re  of 
H arfleu r in  1415. But h is arm y  
w as so reduced  b y  dysen te ry  
an d  casu a lties  th a t H e n ry  
decided to re tu rn  to Calais and 
th e n  hom e.

B ut a large F ren ch  a rm y  
b lo ck ed  h is  w ay-at a p lace 
ca lled  A gincourt. H ere  in  
O ctober 1415 w as fought one of 
th e  m ost decisive b a ttles  in  
E u ro p ean  h is to ry . H en ry 's  
troops w ere ou tn u m b ered  six 

to one b u t th e ir  longbow  archers in  th ree  
hours m anaged  to slaugh ter m u ch  o f the 
F rench  nobility. It is believed  as m an y  as
6,000 F ren ch m en  died w hile few er th an  400 
English soldiers lost th e ir  lives.

A fter th e  battle  the  English troops, as w as 
no rm al in  those days, sw ooped on the fallen 
F rench  and  th e ir  treasu re  w agons to take as 
m u ch  booty  as th e y  could carry. W eighed 
dow n w ith  th e ir  boo ty  the starving English 
soldiers reached  Calais (w here th e  G overnor 
refused  th em  en try  to the tow n for fear th ey  
w ould  ea t all its provisions) th e y  th e n  
crossed th e  Strait to Dover. H ere th ere  w ere 
am azing scenes, w ith  the starving archers 
and  o th er soldiers w illing to exchange item s 
o f th e ir  sto len  boo ty  for crusts o f bread.

King H en ry  crossed the C hannel to D over a 
fo rtn ig h t la te r  an d  rece iv ed  a h e ro 's  
w elcom e. D over people dashed  into the sea 
to carry  th e ir  victorious king ashore on  th e ir 
shoulders. W ith h im  he b rough t a host o f 
F rench  nobles (taken as p risoners o f w ar) 
w ho w ould be held  un til ran som s had  b een  
paid.

Terry Sutton

King Henry V
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H en ry  V w as back  a t D over in  A ugust 1417 
w h en  he em barked  for France w ith  an  arm y  
of 35,000. H e cam paigned  in  F rance for the 
nex t th ree  years b u t m eanw hile  did no t 
neg lec t h is base a t Dover. Before sailing he 
directed  th e  P rior o f St M artin 's to supervise 
the streng then ing  o f the tow n's defences.

In  1420 the  w ar w ith  F rance w as concluded 
w ith  a trea ty  o f “perp e tu a l peace" leading to 
the kings o f France and  England en tering  
Paris together w ith  m u ch  pom p. Part o f the 
Treaty o f Troyes peace deal w as th a t H en ry  
should  m arry  K atherine o f Valois, w h ich  he 
did. T he royal couple landed  at D over on  the 
day after C andlem as in  1421 w here, it is 
recorded, K atherine w as w elcom ed b y  the 
people  as though  she w as an  angel!

But there  w as m ore trouble ahead. H en ry  
heard, w ith  anger, th e re  had  b een  a revolt 
against English ru le in  N orm andy  and  th a t 
the rebels had  killed the  D uke of Clarence, 
w hom  he had  installed  as Governor. So 
H e n ry  re tu rn e d  to Dover, th is  tim e  
assem bling at th e  p o rt an  a rm y  o f 16,000 
recru ited  b y  h im  and  an o th e r 10,000 raised 
b y  th e  barons. T his a rm y  included  24,000 
archers. [Editor; In  H en ry  V published  1889,

Rev A  J  C hurch gives it as 4,000 m e n  at arm s 
and  24,000 archers.]

T hey  sailed from  D over on  Ju n e  10th and 
11th 1421 in  a fleet o f 500 ships provided 
m ostly  b y  the C inque Ports. T hey  landed  at 
Calais from  w here  a strong force quickly 
m arched, som e to Paris and  others, headed  
by  th e  king, to attack  th e  F rench  in  Picardy. 
By the end  o f 1421 th e  English w ere m asters 
o f n o rth e rn  France.

H en ry  estab lished  h im se lf  in  Paris and  
called on  h is qu een  to jo in  him . She sailed 
from  D over and  the couple set up  th e ir 
C ourt a t th e  Louvre. T he French, u n d e r  the 
D auphin, w ere n o t finished. T hey  w ere 
jo ined, as allies, b y  a strong Scottish force in  
the sou th  o f France, ready  to challenge 
H enry.

H en ry  p repared  for an o th e r fight b u t th en  
he w as struck  dow n b y  the dysen te ry  tha t 
k illed h im . Strangely, h is w ife K atherine, 
th e n  at Rouen, did n o t know  of h e r  bold 
husband 's  dea th  un til h is funeral p rocession 
arrived  th ere  on  its slow  jo u rn e y  to Calais 
and  from  there  to Dover.

COWGATE CEMETERY Jerem y Cope
I th in k  w e have Cowgate C em ete ry  in  as good a cond ition  as I can  rem em ber, so m u ch  so 
th a t w e have on ly  one w ork ing  session  a m o n th  in s tead  of th e  n o rm al two from  Ja n u a ry  
to M arch. It's a rea l tr ib u te  to our vo lu n tee rs  inc lud ing  P eter S im pson, a w elcom e addition  
to o u r group. A lthough  w e on ly  w orked  one Satu rday  in  Ja n u a ry  at Cowgate w e w orked  
th e  T h u rsd ay  at the  D over Big Local's C o-Innovation  C en tre  (old Co-op bu ild ing  in  
S tem brook). O ur job  w as to c lea r vegeta tion  and  rubb ish  su rro u n d in g  th e  re a r  o f the  
bu ild ing  -  a good co n trib u tio n  to a vo lu n ta ry  group  w ork ing  to b en e fit Dover.

I have h ad  a m ee tin g  w ith  M elan ie  W rigley o f W hite Cliffs C oun tryside  P artn ersh ip  and  
Roger Wragg o f D over D istric t C ouncil. We d iscussed  th e  fu tu re  m a in ten an ce  o f the  
cem e te ry  inc lud ing  co rrec t schedu le  for o u r grass m ow ing  and  p ru n in g  o f trees  and  
sh rubs b y  DDC. O ne o f the  p rinc ip le  aim s is to encourage  wildlife, a n o th e r to allow  the 
public  full access to g ravestones.

A nyone in te re s ted  in  jo in in g  u s m y  con tac t details are;
Tel: 01304 211348 or em a ilje rem ycope@ w ille rs ley .p lu s .com

mailto:emailjeremycope@willersley.plus.com
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The D over Society 's decis ion  in  2011, 
su p p o rted  b y  D over D istric t C ouncil 

a n d  D over Tow n C ouncil, to  o rg an ise  
gu ided  to u rs  o f th e  Town H all h ad  th e  aim  
o f  m a k in g  th e  loca l c o m m u n ity  an d  
v isito rs to th e  tow n  m ore  aw are o f th e  
b u ild ing 's  800 y ea rs  o f fasc inating  h is to ry  
an d  its a rch itec tu re . It w as in te n d e d  as a 
p recu rso r to a m a jo r H eritage  L o ttery  F und  
(HLF) b id  to assist in  th e  m u ch  n e e d e d  
re s to ra t io n  o f  th e  b u ild in g , as fa r as 
possible, to its  V ictorian  glory. A  ded ica ted  
b a n d  o f  v o lu n te e rs  c o n tin u e s  to o ffer 
gu ided  to u rs  from  A pril to S ep tem b er and  
gu ided  to u r in co m e  p lu s don a tio n s has 
e n a b le d  th e  S ociety  to p ledge  £10,000 
tow ard  th e  project.

A  desire  to res to re  an  h is to ric  b u ild in g  is 
no t, u n fo rtu n a te ly , su ffic ien t re a so n  to 
m e r i t  a H LF g ran t. A n y  su c h  g ra n t 
ap p lica tion  h as to include, am ongst o th e r 
crite ria , p roposals for a susta inab le  fu tu re  
u se . C o n su lta n ts  w e re  a p p o in te d  an d

fo llow ing  c o n su lta tio n s  a n d  w o rk sh o p s  
w ith  th e  co m m u n ity  an  exciting p ro jec t 
costing  som e £13 m illio n  em erged . T he 
p ro jec t in c lu d ed  all u rg e n t repairs, a n ew  
en tran ce  a t s tre e t level to th e  C onnaugh t 
an d  Stone H alls, co nverting  th e  fo rm er 
civic offices block, inc lu d in g  th e  M ayors 
Parlour, in to  se lf-ca te rin g  h o lid a y  lets, 
re in s ta tin g  th e  in te r io r  deco ra tio n  as far as 
p rac ticab le  and  costs allow, a n ew  k itch en  
an d  b ack  o f h o u se  space, a n e w  cafe in  th e  
fo rm er V isitor In fo rm atio n  Office as w ell 
as a w ide range o f activ ities to engage th e  
local com m un ity .

A  £10 m illion  H eritage  L o ttery  F und  b id  
w as su b m itted  in  D ecem b er 2016, b u t w as 
u n su c c e s s fu l d e sp ite  D over D is tr ic t 
C ouncil, D over Town C ouncil an d  T he 
D over Society  p ledging  a su bstan tia l sum . 
H LF w as k een  on  th e  p ro jec t and  said  th a t 
w e h ad  a strong  case, b u t in su ffic ien t funds 
w e re  availab le . We w e re  ad v ised  to 
re s u b m it th e  ap p lic a tio n  in  D e cem b er

2017, b u t b y  th e n  HLF had  
im p o se d  a £5 m illio n  
m ax im u m  for an y  g ran t. We 
decided  to re ta in  v irtu a lly  th e  
w hole schem e, tr im m in g  off 
som e costs, b u t d iv id ing it into 
tw o sep a ra te  p h ase s  for g ran t 
pu rposes. A  £4.7 m illio n  g ran t 
app lica tion  to th e  H LF for th e  
firs t p h a se  (to ta l co s t £8.4 
m illion), covering  m a in ly  th e  
rep a ir  an d  co n stru c tio n  w ork, 
w as su b m itted  in  M arch 2018.

D esp ite  H LF con sid e rin g  37 
a p p lic a tio n s  to ta llin g  £105Banquet opening o f Connaught Hall 1883
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m illion  an d  on ly  £15 m illio n  available, ou r 
b id  w as one o f o n ly  four successes. T his 
decis ion  in  itse lf  does n o t g u a ran tee  th e  
g ran t, b u t allow s u s to c a rry  o u t th e  
D ev e lo p m en t Phase (£627k o f w h ich  HLF 
is p rov id ing  £427k) in  o rd e r to p roduce  
deta iled  p lan s  b y  M arch 2020 for HLF 
approval.

We are now  in  th e  D ev e lo p m en t Phase. 
P ro jec t C o o rd in a to rs  an d  an  A ctiv ity  
P la n n e r have b e e n  ap p o in ted  an d  I am  
p leased  to say  th a t th e  consu ltan ts, Ingham  
P innock  A ssociates, w ho  have served  u s  so 
w ell p rep a rin g  th e  schem e an d  th e  HLF 
bid, w ere  th e  successfu l app lican ts . T he 
re q u ire d  c o m p re h e n s iv e  D esign  T eam  
shou ld  b e  in  post an d  s ta rting  w ork  in  
F e b ru a ry  2019. A n In te rp re ta tio n  
Specialist shou ld  also be  in  p lace ab o u t th is  
tim e.

o n c e  th e  D esign Team  is in  p lace an d  has 
ca rried  ou t th e  n e c e ssa ry  re sea rch  and  
consu lta tion , w ork  w ill in c lude  crea ting  
th e  M an ag em en t and  M ain ten an ce  P lan  
and  th e  C onserva tion  P lan. T he  D esign 
Team  w ill also have to p rocu re  a large 
n u m b e r o f specia list su rveys etc. e.g. fire 
en g in ee r, lig h tin g  c o n su lta n t, d e ta ile d  
co n d itio n  su rvey , in te r io r  f in ish es  and  
fix tu res survey, s ta in ed  glass specialist, 
s tru c tu ra l inves tiga tions an d  be low  g round  
drainage survey . T he  P ro ject C oord inators 
w ill b e  m ak in g  co n tac t w ith  all those  
p rev io u sly  invo lved  w ith  th e  p ro jec t as 
w ell as p lan n in g  pub lic  co n su lta tio n  ev en ts  
as p a rt o f  th e  A ctiv ity  Plan.

T h ere  is a fund ing  gap o f 650k to deliver 
th is  phase  o f th e  overall p ro jec t an d  a 
Fund ing  P lan  w ill in c lu d e  secu rin g  g ran ts 
from  o th e r  n a tio n a l o rgan isations. T h ere  
w ill also be  o p p o rtu n itie s  for th e  local 
co m m u n ity  to co n trib u te  to th is  exciting 
project, w h ich  w ill secu re  th e  fu tu re  o f th is  
fan tastic  h is to ric  b u ild ing  for m a n y  years

to com e an d  prov ide  an  even  b e tte r  ven u e  
for th e  local co m m u n ity  to enjoy.

D erek  re p re se n ts  T he D over Society  on  the 
Town H all Project S teering  G roup along 
w ith  D over D istric t C ouncil an d  D over 
Town C ouncil rep resen ta tiv es .

Hall
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Refurbishm ent continues to be focussed on 
tourism  in  the tow n and this culm inated 

in  N ovem ber w ith a m eeting betw een  some 
m em bers of the society and Chris Townend, 
th e  new ly  appo in ted  Strategic Tourism  
M anager for the Dover D istrict. Although 
actively engaged w ith cu rren t initiatives he  is 
charged w ith  the developm ent of a new  
tourism  strategy w hich we w ere anxious to 
influence and inform. The m eeting was very 
energetic w ith  m any  questions, ideas and 
fears being expressed. It is hoped tha t the 
society can m ain tain  this partnersh ip  by  
engaging in  regular m eetings w ith Chris in 
the future, especially as the strategy begins to 
be operational. o u r  challenge is, of course, to 
rem ain  m otivated and positive about our 
tow n centre. As m em bers please do use our 
m onth ly  m eetings to speak to us if any 
thoughts and ideas you m ay w ish to share on 
this subject.

The R efurbishm ent C om m ittee have also 
b een  in te res ted  in  th e  C o-Innovation 
initiative in  the old Co-op building. Quality 
and  th e  im pac t of th e  p ro ject w ill be 
m onitored. At first viewing it hoped tha t m ore 
small businesses will be attracted th a t result 
in  a m ore diverse developm ent. In  m ore 
detail we are engaging w ith the ow ners of old 
E lephant and H ind building regarding the 
'scruffy' planter.

R efurbishm ent m em ber Mike M cFarnell is 
very  pro-active regarding recycling projects in 
particu la rly  p lastics and  crisp packets. 
Walkers Crisps provide 'free' collection boxes 
for discarded packets and he is hopefully 
influencing the possible positioning of these 
in  the tow n centre. He has also successfully 
negotiated w ith  M cDonalds at W hitfield for 
vo lun teer staff to collect th e  rubbish  on 
W hitfield Hill. R efurbishm ent continues to 
have further concerns about the re tu rn  of

unacceptable litter accum ulations on the A2 
and  A20 verges and  em ails are being 
exchanged w ith  K ent H ighw ays and 
H ighw ays England w hilst keeping D over 
D istrict Council inform ed.

Action continues w ith Walkers are Welcome 
and English Heritage regarding W hite Cliffs, 
Bleriot and Dover Castle signage for Public 
Right of Way ER32. This is w ork in  progress 
and it hoped will be in  situ by  the sum m er.

M eetings continue to be held w ith Kent Police 
and R efurbishm ent are im m inently  m eeting 
w ith  the Dover Police C om m unity Inspector 
and we will update  m em bers in  the next 
edition.

The R efurbishm ent C om m ittee is looking 
forward to discussing the British Spring Clean 
M arch - April 2019 initiative at the ir next 
m eeting.

Letter to the Editor
2018 Castle Ward Christmas Tree 
Competition Prize Winners

Please inform the society members the 
prize w inners of a very successful 5th 
competition were:

1st Prize [£100] A tie, Castle Hill House 
[£50] and 2 Laureston Place, [The Guest 
House] [£50]

2nd Prize [£50] A tie, 53 Leyburne Road 
[£25] and 33 Castle Avenue [£25]

3rd Prize [£25] Ground Floor Flat 7 Castle 
Avenue

Approx. 30 other prizes were awarded 
throughout the ward

Many thanks to all who entered Graham 
Wanstall, organizer and sponsor of the 
competition
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Lack of Public Toilets in Dover
Alan Sencicle, December 12th, 2018

In  N ovem ber, the  BBC Radio 4 'You and  
Yours' p rogram m e focused on  facilities 

for th e  e lderly  and  disabled  in  b o th  tow ns 
and  shops. T he availability, ease o f use and  
access to public toilets, w as an  issue th a t 
c o n c e rn e d  m a n y  co n tr ib u to rs  to  the  
program m e. It becam e c lear th a t if  a tow n 
lacked adequate  to ilet facilities, shoppers 
w ould  shop elsew here. It has b e e n  said “a 
w e lco m in g  to w n  h as  ad eq u a te  to ile t 
facilities w h ich  w ill h e lp  persuade  visitors 
to re tu rn  again and  again”.

Sunday  D ecem ber 2nd w as w e t and  w indy. 
D over tow n cen tre  looked ru n  dow n and  
d ep ressin g . W alking from  th e  sea fro n t 
th rough  the  A20 underpass, steps on  the 
e as te rn  side w ere  n o t available as th e  area 
w as flooded. T his w as still th e  case w h en  I 
re tu rn e d  th e  following Sunday. T his does 
n o t p re se n t a w elcom ing  sight to tourists.

Passing b y  th e  St. Jam es developm ent, I 
w as rem in d ed  that, u n u su a lly  for a retail 
park, no public to ilets have b e e n  provided. 
C ouldn 't th e y  have b e e n  funded  b y  th e  car 
park ing  charges th a t are now  in  force?

W alking p a s t th e  S tem brook  
p u b lic  to ile ts  w as e v en  m ore  
d ep ressin g . H ere  a g roup  o f 
people  consum ing  alcohol w ere 
cam ped  ou t in  th e  sh e lte r o f the 
o u te r access to the  disabled to ilet 
so as to avoid  th e  p e rs is te n t 
ra in . I th e n  d isco v ered  th e se  
to ile ts  are  c losed  on  S undays 
from  O ctober to March! For h a lf  
th e  y e a r  th e re  are  no  pub lic  
to ilets available in  D over on  a 
S unday . T h is  is co m p le te ly

unacceptable, particu la rly  as m an y  shops in  
the  tow n are open  on  Sundays.

Lack o f signage is an o th e r problem . T here  
is a 'Toilets 200 yards ' sign in  P encester road 
po in ting  tow ards S tem brook. T here  is no 
sign, to th e  S tem brook toilets, in  th e  M arket 
Square. At th e  p rev ious public to ile t facility, 
in  th e  v icin ity  o f Biggin Hall, a sign states 
“T hese to ilets are p e rm a n e n tly  closed, the 
n ea re s t pub lic  toilets are in  S tem brook”. For 
the  tourist, th ere  is no  sign th a t gives a clue 
as to w here  S tem brook m igh t be? In  any  
case th e  sign is inco rrec t for 6 m o n th s  o f the 
y e a r on  a Sunday! I w o n d er w h a t thousands 
o f  G e rm an  an d  Ita lian  tou ris ts , d is
em barked  from  cru ise  ships, have m ade  of 
it?

N ew  tourism  in itia tives are n ow  being  p u t 
in to  p lace in  an  a ttem p t to p rev en t any  
fu rth e r decline in  D over's econom y. Steps 
m u s t be  tak en  to en su re  th a t D over is fit for 
th e  p u rp o se  o f a ttra c tin g  to u ris ts  and  
shoppers, w hose expectations are surely  
m u ch  h ig h er th a n  w hat are cu rren tly  on 
offer? We n eed  to do better.

Stembrook Toilet Block
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Conservation Area Appraisals
As at January 2019

Derek Leach

The D over Society  h as ag reed  to c a rry  
ou t co n serva tion  a rea  app raisa ls for 

D over D istric t C ouncil (DDC).

W hat is a con se rv a tio n  area? T he  P lann ing  
(L isted B uildings an d  C onserva tion  A reas) 
A ct 1990 d e fin e s  th e  q u a li ty  o f  a 
con se rv a tio n  a rea  as being: 'th e  ch a rac te r 
o r ap p ea ran ce  o f w h ich  it is desirab le  to 
p rese rv e  or enhance '. T h ey  exist to m anage 
an d  p ro tec t th e  special a rch itec tu ra l and  
h is to ric  in te re s t o f a place. E very  local 
a u th o r ity  in  E ng land  h a s  a t le a s t one 
con se rv a tio n  a rea  and  th e re  are n ow  over 
10,000.

A n app ra isa l looks a t th e  follow ing issues:
1. T he  orig ins an d  evo lu tion  o f  th e  a rea  
u n d e r  considera tion .
2. T he c u rre n t b o u n d a ry  o f th e  a rea  and  
a n y  rev iew  th a t shou ld  be  m ade  o f  that.
3. T he  positive an d  negative  factors th a t 
co n trib u te  to o r d e trac t from  th e  c u rre n t 
co n d itio n  o f th e  con se rv a tio n  area.

4. A ny  reco m m en d a tio n s  th a t w ill p ro tec t 
an d  en h an ce  th e  con se rv a tio n  area. A ny  
c h a n g e s  p ro p o se d  m u s t su s ta in  a n d  
en h an ce  th e  h is to ric  e n v iro n m e n t an d  its 
heritage.

W hat are con se rv a tio n  a rea  appraisals?
T he Act req u ire s  local a u th o ritie s  to keep  
con se rv a tio n  a reas u n d e r  reg u la r review . It 
also calls for p roposals to be  fo rm u la ted  
th a t  w ill e n h a n c e  c o n se rv a tio n  areas . 
S ec tio n  72 o f  th a t  Act say s th a t  in  
d e te rm in in g  a p lan n in g  app lica tio n  for 
d ev e lo p m en t a tte n tio n  m u s t be  paid  to th e  
c h a ra c te r  an d  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  a 
con se rv a tio n  area. W hen  an  app ra isa l is 
adop ted  b y  DDC it b eco m es a m ate ria l 
c o n s id e ra tio n  in  th e  d e te rm in a tio n  o f 
a p p lic a tio n s  fo r p la n n in g  p e rm iss io n  
w ith in  and  ad jacen t to th e  conserva tion  
area.

W hy is th e  Society  getting  involved?
O ne o f T he  D over Society 's a im s is to lobby 

for o u r bu ild ings an d  s tree ts  to 
b e  tidy , in  good  re p a ir  an d  
a ttrac tive  b o th  for local peop le  
an d  for visitors. To h e lp  achieve 
th is  w e have  u rged  DDC to ca rry  
o u t rev iew s  o f  D over T ow n's 
sev en  co n se rv a tio n  areas, b u t 
w ith  lim ited  re so u rces in  re c e n t 
y ea rs  DDC h as on ly  m an ag ed  
tw o rev iew s since 2000 and  has 
u rged  th e  Society  to assist b y  
c o n d u c tin g  th e  n e c e s s a ry  
su rveys and  su b m ittin g  a d raft 
r e p o r t  w ith  a n y
rec o m m e n d a tio n s  to th e  DDC 
C onserva tion  Officer. We haveDour Street 2019
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accep ted  th is  challenge an d  fo rm ed  a sm all 
team  w h ich  s ta rted  w ork  in  th e  su m m e r of
2018. We decided  to cu t o u r te e th  in  a 
re la tiv e ly  sm all an d  u n co m p lica ted  area : 
th e  D o u r S tree t C o n se rv a tio n  A rea  
com prising  D our Street, P ark  Place and  
Park  Street.

By th e  tim e  yo u  read  th is  I expect o u r d raft 
re p o r t  to h av e  b e e n  s u b m itte d  and , 
hopefu lly , co n sid ered  b y  th e  C onservation  
o f f ic e r  and  a rran g em en ts  m ade  for th e  
pub lic  to be  co n su lted  befo re  th e  re p o r t is 
su b m itte d  to th e  DDC C ab in e t for 
approval.

T he draft covers th e  h is to ric  d ev e lo p m en t 
o f th e  area, h ow  th e  c o m m u n ity  w as 
involved  (a n n o u n c e m e n t in  th e  p ress  and  
a le t te r  to  e v e ry  re s id e n t in v itin g  
com m en ts), de ta iled  su rveys (on foot) o f 
th e  s tree ts  co ncerned , vu ln e rab ilitie s  and  
negative  fea tu res  and  th e  sign ificance of 
th e  a rea  w ith  its  a ttractive, decora ted , 
o rig inal 19th c e n tu ry  te rrace s  o f houses, 
la rgely  u n ch an g ed  except for WWII bom b 
dam aged  h o u ses  rep laced  b y  two m o d e rn  
b lo ck s  o f  fla ts  (ex c lu d ed  from  th e  
co n serva tion  area).

o u r  draft re co m m en d a tio n s  are to inc lude  
w ith in  th e  con se rv a tio n  a rea  th e  sm all 
o p en  g reen  space w ith  its  m ag n ificen t tree  
at th e  ju n c tio n  o f Crafford S tree t an d  D our 
S tree t as w ell as th e  police sta tion  in  Park  
P lace  (exc luded  a t p re s e n t)  as a fine  
exam ple o f a 1930s pub lic  bu ild ing . We also 
c o n s id e r  th a t  P ark  P lace  w o u ld  be  
e n h a n c e d  b y  re p la c in g  th e  p re s e n t 
p ro tec tive  w alls over th e  R iver D our w ith  
railings. F inally , w e reco m m en d  th a t an  
A rticle 4(2) d irec tion  be  im p le m e n te d  for 
th e  w hole o f th is con se rv a tio n  a rea  to 
p re v e n t a n y  fu r th e r  d eg rad in g  and , if  
possib le  as o p p o rtu n ity  offers, to re in sta te  
o rig in a l sh o p  fro n t d esigns. A ll local 
a u th o r it ie s  w e re  g iv en  th e  p o w e r to

im pose  an  A rtic le  4(2) D irec tion  b y  the 
T ow n a n d  C o u n try  P la n n in g  (G en e ra l 
P e rm itted  D ev elopm en t) O rder 1995. A n 
A rtic le  4(2) D irection , if  adop ted  b y  DDC, 
w ou ld  re in fo rce  th e  C ouncil's  ab ility  to 
p ro tec t th e  specia l ch a rac te r o f th e  tow n. It 
w ou ld  give DDC con tro l over a va rie ty  o f 
a lte ra tio n s  to u n lis ted  res idences. P lann ing  
p e rm iss io n  w ou ld  be  req u ired  for changes 
to w indow s, doors, ro o f m ateria ls , and  
ch im n ey  stacks, an d  th e  co n stru c tio n  of 
e x te rn a l p o rch es , th e  p ro v is io n  an d  
re m o v a l o f  w a lls  an d  fe n c e s  a n d  th e  
p rov ision  o f h a rd  stand ings. T h ese  con tro ls 
do n o t re la te  to th e  w ho le  bu ild ing , b u t 
o n ly  to those  e leva tions w h ich  fron t a 
h ighw ay, w aterw ay , o r pub lic  o p en  space, 
an d  w hich , therefo re , affect th e  pub lic  face 
o f th e  bu ild ing .

o u r  w o rk  on  th e  D our S tree t a rea  is 
fin ished . o n ly  a n o th e r  six co n serva tion  
a reas  le ft to do!

Unit 6, Charlton Centre, High Street 
Dover CT16 ITT  
Tel: 01304 208491 

E-mail: doverknitandstitch@outlook.com  
Facebook: Dover Knit and Stitch

mailto:doverknitandstitch@outlook.com


28

Planning Committee
Patrick  Sherratt 

Chairman Planning Committee - As at 20th January 2019

My  belated  good w ishes to all for 2019. For 
m e 2018 has b een  a difficult one health- 

w ise and  I  have b een  grateful to all m em bers 
o f th e  P lann ing  C om m ittee  for th e ir  
con tinued  support. I  expect at som e future 
date to end  m y  tenu re  as chair of planning 
and  in  this context G raham  M argery has 
stepped u p  as m y  deputy  in  order for us to 
ensure continuity , I  greatly th an k  h im  for his 
support.

We continue to subm it com m ents in  respect 
o f p lan n in g  app lica tions, as w ell as 
com m ents on transport infrastructure. The 
la te s t in  re sp ec t to th e  T h ird  T ham es 
Crossing, our com m ents being respected  and 
supported  by  our M em ber of Parliam ent and 
the D over H arbour Board. Also the need  to 
im prove the A2 access from  Lydden to 
E astern  Docks as, detailed in  m y  report in 
the N ovem ber Newsletter.

Dover Western Docks Revival (DWDR)
The w ork continues w ith  the la test being the 
installation of the bascule bridge and  lock 
gates. The bridge giving access across the 
“cu t” th a t links the new  m arina w ith  the 
W ellington Dock. O nce opera tiona l th is 
should enable DHB to progress to stage three 
o f th e  dev e lo p m en t, construc ting  th e  
“perishables” delivery centre. In  order to 
achieve this the Granville Dock and  tidal 
harbour will be infilled. In teresting  is that 
cu rren tly  th e re  are 400 m arin a  b e rth s  
(Granville Dock 133, Tidal Harbour, 107 and 
W ellington Dock 160). O n the assum ption 
there will still be the sam e num ber of berths 
in  the W ellington Dock, w ith  the 250 berths 
at the new  m arina gives a sim ilar total 
num ber o fb e rth s  at 410. Previous p lans show

a link road from n ear Lord W arden House 
(Southern H ouse) to the clock tow er tha t will 
greatly im prove connection  from  the cruise 
term inals to the seafront and tow n centre.

W ith the eastern  breakw ater (new  pier) and 
the m arina  curve com pleted  w ith  public 
access, w e have  suggested  a ped estrian  
bridge to link  the two. This could be raised, as 
required, by  the new  m arina  control centre. 
At p resen t this no t being considered b u t we 
shall continue to press for its inclusion in 
order to provide a “circular” walk, sim ilar 
bridges are  in co rp o ra ted  w ith in  the 
Sovereign H arbour com plex at Eastbourne.

DTIZ (St Jam es Developm ent)
Car parking charges now  apply. Interesting 
to see how  m any  vacan t spaces there now  are 
as w orkers in stead  use nearby  on-street 
park ing . We have app roached  DDC to 
conduct an on-street survey as residents are 
deprived of parking spaces.

New Single Leaf Bascule Bridge © Alan Sencicle
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Latest indications are tha t there are four 
retail un its and  four catering un its still to ren t 
out although one of each is show n as “under 
offer".

Castle Street/Biggin Street
Plann ing  app lica tions co n tin u e  to be 
subm itted , in  p a rticu la r C astle S treet as 
properties change from  com m ercial use to 
residential. We support change of use rather 
th a n  p ro p ertie s  rem ain in g  em p ty  and  
becom ing  an eyesore. H ow ever, w here  
applications for conversion  fail to m ee t 
'Conversion to Flats' guidelines we do no t 
and, as p er N ovem ber new sletter, are seeking 
DDC to adopt th is 2006 guideline, as w ithout 
it m ore tow n centre properties are being 
converted  w ith  sub-standard living area.

Conservation Areas
Betw een the R efurbishm ent C om m ittee and 
Planning C om m ittee w e continue to ensure 
the objectives of C onservation A reas are 
observed by  DDC. R eported separately by 
D erek  is the  w ork  being carried  ou t in  
respect to the D our Street Conservation Area 
Appraisal. Well done to all involved.

Section 215 o f  Ibwn and Country 
Planning Act 1990 and Enforcem ent
Several m em bers have asked m e to explain 
how  Section 215 works. As this is a lengthy 
subject I  have prepared  an article elsew here 
w ith in  this new sletter.

Farthingloe and Western Heights
Still awaiting a revised Planning Applic-ation.

Connaught Barracks Developm ents
D etailed p lans have now  b een  published for 
the “Officers" site in  respect of 64 dwellings. 
T his is ill conceived  w ith  allocated  car 
parking spaces often 200 yards away, m aking 
it likely th a t any grass landscaping area 
n eare r w ould in  practice be used, creating a 
very  poor visual effect across the entire 
developm ent. In 2015 a public consultation

indicated  a quality developm ent; however, 
the proposed design and  layout fail to deliver 
w hat was projected and  m akes a m ockery  of 
com m unity  engagem ent.

O ver the w eekend  of 19th /20 th  Jan u a ry  a 
public consultation at the D iscovery Centre 
w as exhibited  for th e  rem a in d e r o f the 
barracks site. This is for a total of 286 “units"; 
100 in  flats and  186 in  2 /3 /4  bed  houses. 
W hilst the design of p roperties is far be tter 
th an  the officers' m ess site, the opportunity  
to deliver high quality (executive) hom es on 
this site th a t com m ands Castle and channel 
views, has no t b een  considered. It does beg 
the question if  it com plies w ith  DDC core 
strategy, CP10 iii th a t sta tes housing  
developm ent should be “U pper Mid-Market 
range".

Former St Mary's Residential Hom e
Following public concern  as to the need  for a 
40 plus bedroom ed B&B the applicant has 
w ithdraw n the p lanning application. I have 
no doubt a revised schem e, possibly flats, will 
b e  subm itted.

Former Magistrates Court, Pencester
A n in te res tin g  app lica tion  w ith  roo f 
extensions to create 3rd and  4th floors in  
o rder to deliver 46 flats (11 x 1 bed, 33 x 2 
bed, 2 x 3 bed); the room  sizes com ply w ith 
m in im u m  standards. T he p ropertie s  are 
“m arket" housing and w ith  no affordable 
units; we have suggested a CIL/Section 106 
co n trib u tio n  shou ld  be  m ade  b y  the 
developer and  be used  to enhance/im prove 
Pencester Gardens.

As “m arket" housing m eans th ey  will be sold, 
and  w ith  m an y  Dover young families seeking 
to get on the property  ladder, these units 
w ould be ideal. However, being “m arket" 
housing the applicant could dispose of them  
to private rental buyers and  that, w e feel, 
w ould be disappointing for our local young 
people.
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B & H Fireplaces
Suppliers o f traditional 

and cast stoves and fireplaces

Jk\ 1

W ith fireplaces and stoves 
b ecom in g  m ore p opular in  the  

UK our fam ily  b u sin ess is  h op in g  
to carry a range to su it  

We are HETAS registered  
installers and do free surveys to  

su it you
V isit our show room  at 5 London  

Road,
Dover CT17 0ST 

or call to arrange a survey  
01304 242444 or 07872 665497

PAINT & DECOR
Y o u r  Lo c a l  D e c o r a t in g  C e n tr e

Do v e r  84-86 Lo n d o n  Ro a d  
01304 204460

DECOR DISCOUNT
Wa l m e r  28 The  St r a n d  

01304 374104
fo r  a l l  y o u r  d e c o r a t in g  needs  

help  a n d  a d v ic e  w it h  a l l  y o u r  

d e c o r a t in g  problem s  

1,000’s o f  tinted  c o l o u r s  in  

Le yla n d  a n d  Du lu x  

100’s o f  Wallpapers

DOVER
Mo n  - Fri 7.30 - 4 Sa t  9 - 3

d e a l
Mo n  - Fri 7.30 - 5 Sa t  9 - 4

Maison Dieu Guest House 
Dover

89 Maison Dieu Road, Dover, CT161RU
Quality affordable Bed & Breakfast guest 

accommodation, located in Dover town centre -  
great for friends and family.

Single, Double, Twin & Family En-suites 
available with free parking & Wi-Fi.

Barry & Di French Tel: 01304 204033 
www.maisondieu.co.uk

The Pines Garden & St Margaret’s Museum 
Beach Road, St Margaret’s Bay 

Tel: 01304 851737

Tea Room & Museum
Wed -  Sun &  Bank Holidays 

(Daily during the summer) 
10.00am -  4.30pm

Pines Garden
° p en aU year daily 
10.00am - 5.00pm

Dover Society 
Newsletter Binders

Available at £5.25 each
Contact the editor at:

8 Cherry Tree Avenue 
Dover, CT16 2NL 
Tel: 01304 213668 

Email: Alan.Lee1947@ntlworld.com

http://www.maisondieu.co.uk
mailto:Alan.Lee1947@ntlworld.com
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ESTABLISHED 1993

DOMESTIC & CONTRACT 
FLOORING

Please come in and browse 
or telephone for 

further information

62 London Road, Dover 
Kent CT17 0SP 

Tel: 01304 240071

mm 11 No 4 Bench Street
I WL Iff J  Dover, Kent CT16 1JH

* 1 1 ^  Tel: 01304 211110
| | www.ilrusticorestaurant.org.uk

Traditional Italian Restaurant 
And Pizzeria 

Take-Away Menu Available
Opening Hours 12 - 2pm and 6pm - 10pm

http://www.ilrusticorestaurant.org.uk
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What is Section 215 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990? And how did 

the Dover Society become involved?
Patrick  Sherratt 

Chairman Planning Committee

The Section 215 in troduction  sets ou t the 
objective as under: Section 215 (s215) of 

the Town & C ountry  P lanning Act 1990 (the 
Act) provides a local p lann ing  au thority  
(LPA) w ith  a pow er, in  ce rta in  
c ircum stances, to take steps requ iring  land 
to b e  c lean ed  up  w h en  its cond ition  
adversely affects the am en ity  o f th e  area. If 
it appears th a t th e  am en ity  o f p art o f th e ir 
a rea  is be ing  adversely  affected  b y  the 
cond ition  o f n e ig h b o u rin g  lan d  and  
buildings, th ey  m ay  serve a notice on the 
o w n er req u irin g  th a t th e  s itua tion  be 
rem edied. These notices set out the steps 
th a t n eed  to be taken , and  the tim e w ith in  
w hich th ey  m ust be carried  out. LPAs also 
have pow ers u n d e r s219 to undertake  the 
clean-up w orks them selves and  to recover 
the costs from  the landow ner.

It was in  2006 th a t I first raised  this w ith  
D over D istric t C ouncil (DDC) o u r local 
p lann ing  au thority  (LPA) and  for four years 
all I received w as “it is too costly and  legal 
difficulties to take such action”. I discovered 
th a t H astings Borough Council (HBC) was 
the m ost active LPA in the UK enforcing 
Section 215. At m y  expense I visited H astings 
on several occasions to ascertain  how  HBC 
w en t about enforcing s215s. Basically:

1 Identify  p roperty  (w ith photographic 
evidence).

2 Identify  the  F reeho lder (Land Registry).
3  Send initial w arning le tte r outlining 

w hat is requ ired  to be done and  ask to 
m ake contact w ith in  10 w orking days.

4 If  no contact m ade. Second w arning

le tte r as p e r 3  above and  to contact 
w ith in  10 w orking days.

5 If no w orks have b een  started  send 
Section 330 notice.

6 Serve notice explaining en fo rcem en t 
w ill com m ence w ith in  28 
w orking days. M ake sure notice is 
served by  hand. If there  is an 
absen tee landlord , lam inate  the 
en fo rcem ent and  p in  to the door of 
the p roperty  as th is is classed as notice 
served.

7 A fter expiry o f Notice. Serve le tte r 
w arn ing  o f prosecution.

8 Proceed to Court.

In  H astings s215 is looked  a t as a 
“reg en e ra tio n  too l” and  m an y  run-dow n 
areas have b een  regenera ted  by  using s215. 
HBC also “nam es and  sham es”. For every 
s215 p roperty  at least four others im prove 
because it is know n the council are coming. 
HBC betw een  2000 and  2010 had  served over
2,000 properties w ith  s215 notices. Success is 
b ased  on “defined  a reas” ra th e r  th a n  
scattered  individual properties. HBC have an 
en fo rcem en t team  of th ree  devoted to s215 
ac tiv ities as costs are ju s tif ied  for 
regeneration  and  recouped  if  taken  to court.

In  2011 I w as elec ted  as a D over Town 
C ouncillor (DTC) and  as DDC had  indicated  
th a t s215 activities w ere too expensive I 
challenged this based  on HBC. As DDC 
“coun ted  officer tim e”, th ey  are a lready 
em p loyed  an d  paid  for, in  p a rticu la r 
p reparing  the  list o f properties th a t should be 
considered for s215 action and  supported  by
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pho tog raph ic  evidence, Land R egistry  
searches, first and  second letters.

I form ed a sm all D over Society w orking 
group th a t delivered item  1, item s 2, 3  and  4 
being carried  out by  DTC. M y thanks to 
A llison B urton  (DTC Town C lerk) and, 
im portan tly  Karen Dry, for the hard  w ork 
she did in  Land R egistry  searches and  
preparation  of letters. F rom  item  5 it is 
requ ired  action m u s t com e from  our LPA. 
W hilst the DDC E nforcem en t o ff ic e r (Jim  
M cEwan) w as highly supportive, the legal 
team  at DDC took every  opportun ity  to hold 
back from  fu rth er action.

The areas th a t w e had identified  w ere;
1 M aison D ieu Road from  P encester to 

Castle Street (22 properties)
2 Castle Street (21 properties)
3 M arket Square and  Bench Street (15 

properties)
4 C annon Street and  Biggin Street (12 

properties)
Total “Town Centre" 70 properties.

We also co n sid ered  th e  tow n en d  of 
Folkestone Rd requ ired  action, as m an y  
properties w ere in  a poor state o f repa ir and 
no t giving a good im age for visitors arriving 
by train, 38 properties being identified.

o n e  p roperty  in  Athol Terrace w as also 
included  as this w as a direct eye-sore for 
overseas visitors leaving th e  E astern  Docks.

O f the 109 properties by  2013 52% had  seen 
w ork com pleted  or underw ay. Based on HBC 
experience of ow ners im proving properties 
no t on the list we could poten tia lly  see over 
400 properties im proved.

One site th a t I have constantly  sought DDC 
action is th e  form er C rypt site, to include a 
Trompe-l'oeil fagade. DDC have consistently  
re fu sed  to take action  due to “legal 
complications". I am  sure it w ould be  a vastly

different situation  if  w e had  a LPA such as 
Hastings.

Since 2010 DDC have only served seven 
Section 330 notices in  respect o f D over and 
reflects the decision by  DDC to concentrate 
on o ther areas of the district as D istrict 
Councillors w ere com plaining of too m uch  
tim e taken  on Dover, totally ignoring the fact 
D over needed  “regeneration" w hich was no t 
the case in  o ther areas of the District, in  
particu lar Sandw ich and  Deal.

In conclusion it is in teresting  th a t w ith in  the 
s215 o f the Act is a section to LPA's in  respect 
o f reg en e ra tio n  as u n d er: “Section  215 
pow ers have a role to p lay in LPAs response 
to th e  G o v ern m en t's  susta inab le  
regeneration  agenda. Indeed, several LPAs 
have successfully dem onstra ted  how  s215 
action can be  used  as an  in tegral p art o f 
reg en e ra tio n  an d  b u ilt en v iro n m e n t 
im provem ent program m es. LPAs should no t 
sit back and  w ait for com plaints however. 
R ather th e y  shou ld  be  proactive  in  
iden tify ing  and  tak ing  ac tion  against 
buildings and  land, the condition of w hich 
are regarded as unsatisfactory. It is also 
im portan t th a t LPAs share inform ation and 
w ork  in  co-operation  w ith  regenera tion , 
econom ic  deve lopm en t, housing  
d e p a rtm e n ts  and  o th e r reg en era tio n  
agencies as p art o f a w ider strategy o f local 
en v iro n m e n t im p ro v em en t and  
regeneration".

I hope this has given you an insight to this 
subject th a t I have b een  passionate to see 
succeed  in  Dover, desp ite  obstacles 
continuously  being placed in  the w ay by  
DDC. T he tow n cen tre  has recen tly  b een  
designated the “Old Town" and  as such I 
hope they  recognise the heritage assets. 
T hey  have also in tro d u ced  a rev ised  
organisation in  respect to enforcem ent. We 
hope this w ill see im provem ents th a t are 
well overdue in  Dover.
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A Remembrance Reflection 
In an Iconic Location

--------------------------------------------Peter Sherred---------------------------------------------

Remem brance Sunday took on a special 
nature in 2018 as it coincided with the 

centenary of the Armistice when at 11am on the 
11th day of the 11th month the Western Front of 
the First World War fell silent. As with other 
Remembrance Sundays Dover, along with towns, 
cities and villages across the country, paid 
customary tribute with the laying of poppy 
wreaths at the town's War Memorial having 
previously been engaged in a similar action in 
the Cruise Terminal, formerly the Dover Marine 
Station.

In London the annual National Service of 
Remembrance took place and Big Ben, which 
had been silenced for a long period of time for 
repair work, was brought back into action for the 
tolling that signified the eleventh hour. As Her 
Majesty the Queen observed the ceremony the 
Prince of Wales laid the first wreath followed by 
the President of Germany Herr Steinmeier in an 
exceptional act of reconciliation and when the 
w reath laying was complete the seemingly 
never-ending march past of veterans and others 
took place. There had been similar acts of 
remembrance in France during the preceding 
week including one when the President of 
France and the Chancellor of Germany met at 
Compiegne and signed a book of remembrance 
in a replica of the wagon in which the French 
had been forced to capitulate to the Germans in 
1940.

More locally in Folkestone an image of the 
wartime poet Wilfred Owen was raked in the 
sand on the seashore only to be washed away by 
the tide. Owen had the misfortune of being one 
of the last casualties of the war being killed in 
action a few days before the agreed armistice.

But what did all this enhanced activity in 2018 
m ean and w hat were people rem embering

exactly one hundred years on from the end of 
the First World War, often called the Great War? 
Sir Michael Morpurgo caught the sense of the 
occasion and the question when he asked “How 
should we remember? We can't. They are all 
gone. All we can rem em ber is what they have 
done and the peace they gave us, a peace we 
must hold dear. All we can do is sing the anthem; 
tell the story.” The 'they' to whom he was 
referring were those who are no longer with us 
for since 2009, when Harry Patch died, there 
have been no soldiers who fought in the trenches 
left alive. Remembrance is a collective act to 
recall all who died in war on land and sea or in 
the air and the statistics from that first global 
conflict are thought provoking indeed. Some 
886,345 UK troops, along with Empire troops 
totalling 228,569, were killed and it is calculated 
that with something like 6 million civilian deaths 
the total toll was about 16 million people dead 
and, of course, it is important to rem ember this 
was not just in Europe but right across four 
continents that the 1914-18 conflict took place.

Visits to the cemeteries, so faithfully tended in 
France and Belgium, go some way to bringing 
home the enormity of the loss and the debt owed 
to those who died. Tyne Cot Commonwealth War 
Graves Cemetery and Memorial to the Missing is 
a Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
burial ground for the dead of the First World War 
in the Ypres Salient on the Western Front. It is 
the largest cemetery for Commonwealth forces 
in the world, for any war. The war memorials 
across the country, with their lists of names, 
were erected following the conflict not simply to 
highlight death but also to give an opportunity to 
mourn. In Ypres, Belgium, the Menin Gate is 
world famous as a m em orial to countless 
numbers of the fallen. But as time passes and the 
1914 - 1918 conflict becomes more distant what 
is there, personally, for us to remember? What
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do we rem em ber of previous conflicts that ended 
at Waterloo and Trafalgar for instance?

A local attempt to answer the question raised by 
Sir Michael Morpurgo was the focus of an 
excellent production put on by the Marlowe 
Theatre of Canterbury in conjunction with 
Dover Harbour Board, in the former Dover 
Marine Railway Station, where actors and many 
locals from various com m unities and 
organisations participated in 'The Return of the 
U nknown. The setting was brilliant in its 
relevance as it was the location where many 
returned from fighting in the First World War and 
where the Unknown Soldier was brought back to 
this country in 1920. The audience was 
challenged from the start of the production as to 
the meaning of Remembrance today and what 
would it conceivably mean to people in the 
future, say 50 or 100 years hence? A futuristic 
scene from Remembrance in 2118 was a ghastly 
show business production of the “Come on 
down” ilk and simply served to demonstrate how 
Remembrance could lose its essential nature and 
become distorted for entertainm ent purposes. 
But the audience was drawn back to the present, 
or at least 1918, through an interm ediate 
sequence in fifty years' time (2068) showing that 
what people rem em ber cannot or should not be 
sanitised, over simplified or trivialised.

The interval of the production took the form of a 
street party  where those attending were 
probably thinking “do we really understand what 
is going on here?” or, maybe “we did not book for 
this method of presentation and we should take 
the opportunity to leave” bu t The Victory 
Wartime Band brought wartime tunes and songs 
to the fore.

Those who stayed for the second half, of the 
more than two hour presentation, were 
rew arded w ith a wonderfully atm ospheric 
presentation of various aspects of the impact of 
war acted on small stages, that were brilliantly 
manoeuvred round the platform areas of the old 
railway station to their individual audiences,

highlighting the effects of war on people as 
individuals and for relationships. The production 
highlighted the drama of those forever lost in 
unmarked graves or in graves identified with the 
words “known only to God” thereby bringing a 
focus on the return of the unknown soldier In 
this climactic part of the production the 
audience was invited to reflect on the reluctance 
of the King, George V, to consider the notion of 
the return of an unnam ed soldier but when 
persuaded the coffin became centre stage of the 
final acts of a production that had left the 
audience initially feeling uncomfortable but 
then, through thought provoking sequences, 
understanding the need not to forget the 
sacrifices of so many and the legacy to the world 
they left behind. It certainly rose to the occasion 
by making the audience think of what peoples' 
actions mean each year and, as the First World 
War drifts off into history, w hether the words 
repeated each Remembrance service, “We will 
rem em ber them ,” still have meaning and ring 
true.

By addressing the question raised by Sir Michael
Morpurgo, “How can we rem em ber?.....we
can't,” the production at the Cruise Terminal, 
hopefully, led those attending to believe in an 
answer like “We can, but we can only do so in our 
own way and through our own experiences” 
because the Armistice, that was remembered 
with so much ceremony in 2018, did not end 
bloodshed for its consequences arguably paved 
the way for its return in 1939 -  1945 on a greater 
scale. As we look around the world today, we are 
entitled to ask, “Do we ever learn the lessons of 
history?” One of the fundamental lessons from 
both world wars and, indeed, from the current 
rivalries between nations is that when global 
rules and understandings are ignored, or 
abandoned conflicts inevitably follow with 
devastating consequences. So, w hen next 
standing before a war memorial or a Cenotaph, 
or among the rows and rows of graves in Belgium 
or France, remembrance should firstly take the 
nature of respect for the dead even though they 
were not known to today's generations
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personally. Then, and maybe more importantly, 
there is the need to rem em ber such respect for 
the dead needs to demonstrate that today's 
generations and countries that constitute the 
global world order have learned the lessons of 
war in which the fallen died while, sadly, 
acknowledging perhaps that the modern world 
with all its discord appears to have forgotten. If 
that is so then “Lest we forget” becomes simply a 
meaningless utterance - which must never be 
the case. People should also be recalling the 
many maimed and injured who did not die but 
who paid a terrible price for liberty.

Congratulations to the Marlowe Theatre for 
bringing this innovative production to Dover and 
to the Dover Harbour Board for making available 
the former Marine Station as an appropriate

setting and Dover College for being one of the 
sponsors. It was wonderful to see so many local 
organisations participating including Dover 
Girls' Grammar School, Dover Youth Theatre, 
Dover College Chapel Choir, Langdon Primary 
and St Mary's Primary Schools, the P & O Choir 
Dover, the Women's Institute of St Margaret's at 
Cliffe and Dover Transport Museum along with 
m any others, both local and further away. A 
magnificent community engagement for this 
creative and thought-provoking, immersive, 
production.

We should rem ember it and the messages it sent 
out. After all the freedoms which are taken for 
granted these days did not come with no cost for 
those freedoms to come about were by ways that 
were in no means free.

River Dour Partnership Deborah Gasking

The river clean-ups are having their annual 
winter vacation due to access restrictions - 

the dark w inter months are trout spawning 
times. For those who might be interested, here is 
a brief, but concise, spawning tutorial:

Trout lay their eggs in nests in the river gravels, 
known as redds. The female (hen) builds the 
nest, usually between November and January 
when the water is cold and carrying lots of 
oxygen, because that is what the eggs need to 
hatch. She looks for gravel with a good flow of 
water passing through, so the gravels need to be 
loose and largely free from silt. She will dig a 
hole, turning on her side and flexing her body. 
This activity will attract the attention of males 
who will chase each other and attempt be in 
place just when she lays her eggs. The process of 
digging and chasing can last for hours or even 
days.

Eventually the hen fish will release some of her 
eggs into the redd and the male (cock) fish will 
fertilise them. The hen then digs again to throw

up gravel to cover the fertilised eggs. The eggs 
will hatch in 60 to 97 days. Generally, it is 
assumed that most eggs hatch in February. The 
newly hatched trout are called alevins, and they 
live in the gravel, feeding off the remaining yolk 
that is attached to their body, for 14-30 days. 
Once the yolk has been eaten, the alevin become 
fry, emerge from the gravel, move towards the 
light and start to feed on tiny insects in the water

Mortality rates at this highly vulnerable stage are 
very high. The fry are just a few centimetres 
long and consume a lot of energy, so they need 
to find food quickly, and plenty of it. They also 
become territorial - they want to be out of sight 
of other fry, so need habitat that has plenty of 
stones and plants to enable them to hide from 
the neighbours. They are still very tiny, so they 
need shallow water (1-40cm) that isn't too fast 
flowing.

The transition from living off the yolk to indep
endent feeding is a critical life stage, and the one 
at which the majority of mortalities take place.
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Part III

T his is the fifth and  final 
in  m y series of essays on 

the Knockers o f Dover and 
the ir unp receden ted  tenure  
of office as Town Clerks for 
75 years  th rough  th ree  
successive generations and 
brings the ir story, as far as 
Dover is concerned, forever 
to a close.

R eginald E dw ard K nocker 
w as th e  th ird  child  and  
oldest surviving son of the 
n ine  children of Sir Edward 
W ollaston N adir K nocker 
and  h is wife Clara Caroline, nee  Chantrell. 
He held  the record  as the th ird  and  last 
generation  of Knockers to be Dover's Town 
Clerk and  the last of his fam ily to be of the 
town. Born on 18th Septem ber 1870 at Castle 
Hill H ouse w here his father, second in  the 
succession o f Dover's Town Clerks, no t only 
resided b u t also held  office. He succeeded, 
aged 37, to the m unicipal title on the death  in 
1907 of h is father, to w hom  h e  had  acted as 
deputy  for m any  years, assisted from  1882 
onw ards by  his uncle Vernon Edwin Knocker 
(1849-1933), h e  being  p a rtn e r  in  th e  
solicitor's fam ily firm  E & V Knocker.

H aving p re -em in en t experience  and  
qualification as D eputy Town Clerk already, 
R eginald K nocker w as first appo in ted  to 
office b y  the unanim ous decision of the 
Town Council on 9th October 1907 on a 
rem u n e ra tio n  of £450 p e r annum , w ith  
allowances of £250 per annum  for his office 
and  £120 per an n u m  for h is staff. In their 
deliberations for the appo in tm en t the m ayor 
and  councillors w en t to inordinate lengths to

extol the v irtues o f h is father, 
a titan  in  his field w ith  a 
difficult act to follow and 
thereby  giving the problem  
in m atching h is tenu re  of 
office for the past 39 years. 
The unequalled  experience 
and  com petence gained by 
him , his b ro ther and son, 
and  the over-riding fact, he  
was a Dover m an  to the core, 
as h ad  b een  all h is 
predecessors in  the affairs of 
the tow n w hich they  loved 
and  for w hich had  w orked so 
u n stin tin g ly  since th e  

e ig h teen th  cen tu ry ; in  sp ite  o f o th er 
contenders to the office from  elsew here no 
one could possibly m atch  the credentials of 
Reginald Knocker, a m em ber of a respected  
D over fam ily w ith o u t com pare, possibly 
un ique in  the country.

He served as Town Clerk for 28 years from 
1907 until 1935. These years rep resen ted  
undoubtedly  the first of the two m ost critical 
and  challenging tim es in  the h istory  of Dover, 
bo th  during the tw en tie th  cen tury , nam ely  
World Wars 1 and  2 and their afterm aths. 
D uring Reginald's tenu re  of office, his last 
tw enty  years covered the First War period 
and  w hat was described at the tim e as the 
“chaotic" after-war period (w hich in the event 
was m erely  a p recursor to an  infinitely  worse 
Second War after-war period, w hich he  was 
luckily spared). He was aw arded the MBE for 
his w ar work. A fter the death of h is father in 
1907, Castle Hill H ouse and its contents w ere 
sold and disposed of by  auction, apart from 
item s specifically bequeathed  in  the will to 
h is w idow  and  children.

Reginald Edward Knocker MBE
Martyn Webster

Reginald Edward Knocker
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T his will, h an d w ritten  by  Sir Edw ard 
W ollaston Knocker, and  w itnessed by  his 
clerks H en ry  M arshall M unro (since 1892) 
and Alfred W illiam W ebster (since 1874), was 
dated  22nd Jan u ary  1899. W ith Reginald and 
Vernon K nocker nam ed  as executors the will 
m ade as one of its provisions: “All books, 
prints, docum ents and  antiquities belonging 
to m e and  relating to Dover and  the Cinque 
Ports and  Kent (except books or pam phlets 
relating to Dover published by  m y  late father 
or m e) to th e  C orporation of Dover".

Som etim e betw een  1911 and  1913 the Town 
Clerk's office m oved from  its purpose built 
prem ises adjacent to Castle Hill H ouse to 
num ber 69 Castle Street on the corner of 
Stem brook. T here it rem ained  until the  end  
of Reginald Knocker's reign w hen, u nder his 
replacem ent, it relocated to Brook House. By 
th en  it had  becom e the offices of Knocker 
Elwin and  Lambert, solicitors, successors to 
E & V Knocker, also the office of the D istrict 
Registrar, the C ounty C ourt Office, Dover 
M asonic Hall office and  the office of St 
M ary 's and  St Jam es ' cem e te rie s  un til 
extrem ely dam aged by  the last shell to fall on 
Dover on 26th Septem ber 1944 during the 
Second War. It was la te r dem olished and 
replaced by  the structures now  occupying 
th e  sam e position, rendering  th e  w hole 
original area now  undiscernible. The old 
buildings can ju s t be m ade ou t in  pre-war 
stree t and  aerial photos.

T he D over Express on 23rd Ju n e  1935 
reported  Reginald K nocker's re tirem en t as 
Town Clerk at the age of 65 years, and  no ted  
th a t he  w ould be asked to re ta in  the title of 
Registrar o f the Cinque Ports w hich he  did 
un til 1946 even  th ough  h e  h a d  in  the 
m ean tim e  m oved  aw ay from  D over 
a ltoge ther: “Legislative changes as to
m unicipal adm inistration  had  followed one 
an o th e r in  confusing succession. In  h is 
adm inistration  of the tow n's affairs during 
th a t period  Mr K nocker has never spared

him self, and  in  spite of the fact th a t this 
paper has at tim es disagreed w ith  decisions 
o f th e  Town Council w e can w ith  all sincerity  
pay  tribute to Mr K nocker for unfaltering 
zeal and ability in  the conduct o f the town's 
affairs. For h is services during the w ar Mr 
K nocker w as given the O rder of the British 
Em pire and  it is probable th a t only the 
M ilitary A uthorities and  Mr Edwin Farley the 
M ayor of the tow n during th a t period  knew  
how  thoroughly  th a t aw ard was earned. As 
Registrar of the C inque Ports Mr Knocker has 
b een  responsible for the arrangem ents for 
the installations of th ree  Lord W ardens and a 
v e ry  gratifying tr ibu te  to h is organising 
abilities followed th a t of Lord Reading last 
year. It is possible th a t h is resignation of the 
Town Clerkship of Dover will no t necessarily  
m ean  th a t this connection  w ith  the Cinque 
Ports will be severed. It w ould be  only a 
fitting tribute to the prolonged association of 
h is fam ily w ith  th e  C inque Ports if  Mr 
K nocker w ere to be asked to re tain  the office 
and  it w ould be of great advantage to the 
C inque ports if th a t w ere done. At the Town 
Council this w eek a w ell-known Councillor 
expressed som e surprise th a t th is paper last 
w eek contained inform ation tha t the Town 
Clerk of Dover had  expressed his w ish  to 
ten d er h is resignation. As a m atte r of fact, 
the  Editor of this paper, having heard  of Mr 
K nocker's an n o u n cem en t from  a source 
outside th e  Town Council, obtained  the 
authority  of the Town Clerk h im self for the 
publication of the facts. W hen an officer of 
the tow n of the standing of the Town Clerk 
resolves to bring  to a close a long and 
honourab le  connection  it is a m a tte r of 
considerable im portance. Of course had  Mr 
K nocker objected to any reference appearing 
in  p rin t as to h is announcem ent, w e should 
have fallen in  w ith  his views. T here is little 
doubt how ever th a t he  h ad  m ade up h is m ind  
on th e  subject and  did n o t w ish h is decision 
could be trea ted  as confidential. The fact that 
th e  C ouncil shou ld  urge up o n  h im  to 
reconsider the m atte r was the only thing
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th ey  could do, b u t at this w eek's m eeting  to 
the regret of the m em bers Mr K nocker m ade 
it clear th a t he  had  given the m atte r serious 
consideration and  did w ish to retire .”

Extracted from the Dover Express 9th M arch 
1956: “D eath of Mr R E Knocker -  Town Clerk 
for m an y  years. Town clerk of Dover from 
1907 to 1935 Mr Reginald Edward Knocker 
MBE died at h is hom e at Crowborough on 
M onday in  h is 86th yea r”. (N.B. In fact h e  had  
died in  a nursing hom e there). “For m any 
years Registrar o f the C inque Ports and  jo in t 
solicitor Mr Reginald K nocker was the son of 
Sir W ollaston Knocker and  grandson of Mr 
Edward Knocker bo th  form er Town Clerks of 
Dover. H e was appointed  to the office in 
succession to his father in  October 1907 and 
continued  until 2nd Septem ber 1935. Mr 
Reginald Knocker's re tirem en t b rought to an 
end  the association o f his fam ily w ith  the 
office of Town Clerk w hich began in  1860. 
His te rm  of office saw the expansion of 
m u n ic ipa l b u sin ess  b ro u g h t abou t by  
contem porary  social legislation as w ell as 
m an y  difficulties caused by  war. A hered itary  
F reem an  of the Borough Mr K nocker had  the 
u n iq u e  d is tinc tion  o f be ing  m ade  an 
H onorary  F reem an  on his re tirem en t in 
recognition of h is service to the tow n. As a 
Baron of the Cinque Ports he  a ttended  the 
coronations of King George V and  King 
George VI (as honorary  canopy bearer). Mr 
Knocker's wife died two years ago, aged 79. 
T here is no fam ily.”

Reginald Knocker, aged 42, had  m arried  his 
second cousin Nora V iolet Knocker, aged 40, 
on 27th M arch 1913 at St M ary's Church, 
K ippington n ea r Sevenoaks, Kent. She was 
the daughter of W illiam W heatley Knocker, 
solicitor and a h igh  w orthy of Sevenoaks, and 
h is A m erican born  wife Nora Josephine, nee 
Duke, all described at the tim e as tem plates 
of V ictorian fam ily respectability . O ne of the 
th ree clergym an officiating w as the ir uncle 
W illiam G eary K nocker (he p resided at the

funeral of Sir W ollaston Knocker in  1907), 
rec to r o f Tetcott in  D evon . All these  
Knockers stem m ed  from  W illiam Knocker 
(1761-1847). The cerem ony w as fulsom ely 
reported  in the Dover Express of the nex t day 
including details o f the finery  w orn by  the 
fem ale a ttendees and  th en  a list of w edding 
p resen ts and  the ir donors tha t filled nearly  
two colum ns of new spaper p rin t. The last 
fitting w ords should com e from  the following 
extract from  the Dover Express of Friday 
16th M arch 1956: “Dover R em em bers Form er 
Town Clerk. Flags at H alf Mast. Flags on 
m unicipal buildings in  Dover w ere flown at 
ha lf-m ast on Friday, th e  day w h en  Mr 
Reginald E Knocker, MBE, for 28 years Town 
Clerk, was bu ried  at Eridge. H e died at his 
hom e in  Crowborough on M arch 5th aged 85. 
As well as being Town Clerk Mr Reginald 
Knocker was at one tim e the M ajor in  charge 
of the local Buffs C om pany of th e  Volunteers. 
A mong his m an y  o ther appoin tm ents h e  was 
Recorder o f the Cinque Ports, Clerk to the 
G overnors o f D over College, and  
C om m odore of th e  D over Sailing Club. 
A mong the fam ily m ourners w ere Mr Clive 
K nocker (b rother-in-law ) an d  M rs Clive 
Knocker. From Dover w ere the Town Clerk 
(Mr Jam es A Johnson), the p resen t Recorder 
of the C inque Ports and  represen tative of the 
M ayor and Mr W Ransom (D eputy  Town 
Clerk) w ho served u nder Mr K nocker for 25 
years”.

Tribute to the w ork of Mr K nocker and his 
family, on beha lf of Dover, was paid at a 
m eeting  of the Town Council on M onday. 
The D eputy M ayor (Councillor A E H usk) 
poin ted  out th a t Mr K nocker was the th ird  
m em b er of h is  fam ily w ho gave 
distinguished service as Town Clerk of Dover 
over a period of 75 years. Mr Knocker was 
also for m any  years Registrar and  Jo in t 
Solicitor o f th e  C inque Ports. Both h is 
g ran d fa th er and  g rea t-g rand fa ther w ere 
Mayors of Dover and the K nocker fam ily 
contributed  m uch  of value to the life of the
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tow n in the late n in e teen th  cen tu ry  and the 
beginning of the tw en tie th  cen tury . “Mr 
K nocker's death" said  C ouncillo r H usk 
“serves to rem ind  us of his own and  his 
family's valued activities for w hich  we, the 
p resen t day Dovorians, are m ost grateful". 
Adding h is tribute Councillor R E Eckhoff 
reca lled  th a t h e  and  A lderm an  A T 
Goodfellow w ere the only two m em bers of 
the Council now  serving w ho had  b een  there 
during Mr Knocker's tim e. “H e was every 
inch  a gentlem an", said Councillor Eckhoff. 
M em bers stood for a few  m om ents in  silent 
respec t. R.L. w rites: “I have  alw ays
considered it to have been  one of the greatest 
privileges th a t has com e to m e to have 
w orked for and b een  closely associated w ith 
Mr R E K nocker during the la tte r p art of his 
Town Clerkship of Dover. It is m ore th an  20 
years since he  left the tow n and  it m ay  be 
tha t there  are no t so very  m any  people living 
in  Dover now  w ho rem em ber h im  and  the 
ou ts tand ing  w ork  th a t h e  did for the 
Borough." “N ot on ly  w as h e  a m an  of 
com plete and absolute in tegrity  w ho never 
feared or hesita ted  to say or do w hat he 
thought was right b u t he  was also a m an  of 
great personal charm  and im m ense k indness 
once a ra th e r  re se rv ed  and  slightly  
unresponsive m an n er (which, however, was 
entirely  superficial) was penetrated ." “There 
w ere those (though no t m any  of them ) who 
feared and  consequently  disliked h is exacting 
standards, b u t those w ere people of no 
consequence; all w ho have ever had  the 
in terests of Dover at h ea rt will rem em ber 
h im  as a m an  w hose love and w ork for Dover 
was untiring  and  w hose service to the tow n 
was beyond  all value, m ore perhaps even 
th an  that, those w ho knew  him , and  his late 
wife, well, will rem em ber th em  bo th  for their 
invariable kindliness, courtesy  and  com plete 
goodness of heart."

This is believed to have been written under 
cover o f initials by Samuel Ronald Holden 
Loxton (1902-1977) D eputy Town Clerk to

Reginald Knocker 1930-1935 and Town Clerk o f 
Dover 1935-1946, the first non-Knocker and out 
o f towner as Town Clerk in 75 years.

Reginald Edward Knocker's will, proved at 
the Principal Probate Registry on 30th April 
1956 extracted b y  th e  Knocker fam ily firm  of 
solicitors in  Sevenoaks, in c lu d ed  these  
in teresting  provisions:
“To the C orporation of Dover a p icture of 
Dover as in  1730, a view  of Dover Castle 1806 
and  a bronze h ead  “Singing Girl" by  the late 
R ichard G oulden of Dover". “To m y sister 
Evelyn H enrietta  Lush (form erly Dudley- 
Scott) the oil portraits o f m y grandfather 
Edward K nocker and  grandm other Elizabeth 
M ozier (nee Walker) and  the pastel portrait 
o f T hom as King..." Reginald Knocker died 
childless. It is in teresting  to speculate on the 
p resen t w hereabouts of these heirloom s, in  
p a rticu la r th e  fam ily p ic tures, probably  
n ev e r pub lic ly  seen , to g e th e r w ith  the 
u n co n firm e d  p o rtra it o f th e  fam ily 
progenitor John  K nocker already identified 
elsew here. Bear in  m ind  th a t Evelyn Lush 
and  h e r  two daughters, and  through the 
younger of the two b y  h e r  daughter A rm orel 
Dudley-Scott Bird, dow n to the Bird fam ily of 
the p resen t day are the only direct living 
d escen d an ts  o f Sir E dw ard W ollaston 
K nocker him self.

T he Dover of today, though its m any  dire 
tribulations reduced  its very  appearance out 
o f all recognition from  the grandeur it once 
h ad  and from w hich it has still y e t to fully 
recover, owes an infinite debt o f gratitude to 
the K nocker family. These five essays are m y 
tribute to them  in  the hope th a t even now  
th ey  can be recognised by  a b lue plaque to 
the ir m em ory  on Castle Hill H ouse and  for 
the grave of Sir Edward W ollaston Nadir 
K nocker at St Jam es' C em etery  to be restored  
to a condition as befits h im  and all th a t he  did 
for the tow n and its people as his life's work. 
N ot to do so w ould be tru ly  lam entable and  to 
our eternal discredit as h is inheritors.
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Britannia 
Coaches

BRITANNIA HOUSE  
HOLLOW WOOD ROAD 

DOVER C T 17 0UB

Tel: 01304 228111 
Fax: 01304 215350

8 - 1 6  seat 
Luxury Minicoaches

Wheelchair-accessible 
Vehicles available

Mowll & Mowll
S O L I C I T O R S  ■ ■

Residential & Commercial Property 

Wills Probate & Trusts 

Elderly Client Advice 

Civil & Commercial Litigation 

Company & Business Law 

Family 

Family Mediation

Telephone 01304 873344
Fax 01304 873355

www.mowll.co.uk

Trafalgar House Gordon Road Whitfield 
Dover Kent CT16 3PN

B U I L D I N G  &  P R O P E R T Y  M A I N T E N A N C E

For all your Building &
Maintenance Needs

P ro p e r ty  M a in te n a n c e  P a in tin g  &  D e c o ra tin g  L o f t C o n v e rs io n s
F o u n d a tio n s  &  D ra in a g e  R o a d s  &  D riv ew ay s  R o o fs  &  F asc ia s
In s u ra n c e  W o rk  U n d e r ta k e n  N ew  B u ild s  E x te n s io n s
Free Estim ates W hy M ove ... Im prove!

01304 210565  
F a x : 01304 208822 M o b : 07885 212473

a n g e la @ d o v e rb u ild in g .c o .u k  
P le a se  ca ll in to  o u r  office a n d  sp e a k  to  A n g e la

4 L o n d o n  R o a d , D over, K e n t C T 1 7  0S T

http://www.mowll.co.uk
mailto:angela@doverbuilding.co.uk
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Pets Arcadia &
Aquatics

Es t. 1937
16 High Street, Dover, Kent, CT161DR 

Tel: 01304 206432 
Email: petshopsteve@gmail.co.uk 

Website: www.petsarcadiaquatics.com

Wild Bird Requirements
Bulk Peanuts, Seeds, Sunflower Hearts

Pond Fish Specialists
Tropical and Cold Water Fish 

and much, much, more!

10% discount for Dover 
Society Members

Curiosity of louer
17 Cannon Street, Dover CT16 1BZ Tel 01304 202621 «
Curiosity of Dover probably have one of the largest collections of 

Swarovski Silver Crystal in East Kent. They also have 
Border Fine Arts, Florence Figurines and Capo Di Monte.
Call in to see the extensive range of Moorcraft Pottery and 

top quality jewellery, including Murano Glass,
Freshwater Pearls and Amber Jewellery.

We have designer sunglasses and exclusive hand-made handbags 
and many other quality gift items for you, or for you to give.

Come and have a browse and discover why it’s called

“Curiosity of Dover”

mailto:petshopsteve@gmail.co.uk
http://www.petsarcadiaquatics.com
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Application for Membership
Annual Subscription: Individual - £6

Joint membership - £10

Payable on 31st March

Name & Title ................
2nd Name & Title (joint membership) ................
Address .......................................................................
.................................................................  Postcode
Telephone ..........................................  Email

Please make cheques payable to the Dover Society and send to the Membership Secretary,
Mrs Sheila Cope, 53 Park Avenue, Dover CT16 IHD. If you prefer to pay by bank transfer or 
standing order please contact us.

Gift Aid
The Gift Aid Legislation allows us to reclaim basic tax rate on your subscription and any donations. 
To do so, The Dover Society will provide your details to HMRC. Please state that you are happy for 
us to do this by signing the declaration below. This will come into effect from the date of signing 
and you can change your mind and withdraw consent at any time. (You must be a UK taxpayer and 
pay an amount of income tax or capital gains tax we re-claim on your subscription or donation.) For 
joint membership, the first named is asked to sign as the taxpayer.

I wish/do not wish* the Dover Society to benefit from the Gift Aid. (* Delete as applicable)

Signed: ........................................................ Date: ......................................

Data Protection
The Dover Society holds personal data i.e. names, addresses, email and telephone contact details 
electronically. We will only use them for sending Newsletters, related local information and news 
about our projects and forthcoming events. Telephone numbers will be used when quick contact is 
necessary relating to subscriptions or clarifying booking details for an event.

You can change your preferences or withdraw consent at any time by contacting us at: 
secretary@thedoversociety.co.uk.

I consent to my data being held and used in this way by The Dover Society. □
(*Please tick box)

If you have a preference for how we contact you, please let us know.

Signed: ........................................................ Date: ....................................

Practical Help
I/We could sometimes give practical help with the following (please tick relevant sections) 

Social events □  Writing for newsletter □  Projects e.g. clearance, surveys n
Photography □  Any other interests or expertise

mailto:secretary@thedoversociety.co.uk


Guests are welcome a t all meetings except the Annual General Meeting which is for members only. 
You m ay p a y  on the night before the AGM and attend the meeting.

2019

18 March 
M onday 7.30

15 April 
M onday 7.30

Speakers: Linda A ldred “Dover Big Local - A chievem ents and Plans”
Sim on Le Fevre “The Knights Tfemplar”

A n nu al G eneral M eeting
Speaker: Paul P attison “Dover Castle Keep 1625-1930”

25 April The B luebell Railway in  East Sussex: You will board your delightful steam
T hursday train  at Sheffield Park Station for your round  trip  to East G rinstead and will be
£42.00 served w ith a P loughm an’s Lunch on board. T here will be a chance to visit the

m useum , the  locom otive shed and the  steam  works exhibition at Sheffield Park 
Station. E ntrance fees are no t included. A stop off will be  arranged en-route.

Pick-up Points: Railway Bell: 08.00; Hollis Motors 08.05; Frith Road; 08.10;
Maison Dieu Rd (Brook House) Car Park: 08.15

A p p lica tion s for th is trip m u st b e  received  b y  20th  March

A rundel: T here will be  a visit to the  English M artyrs Church in W orthing to see 
the  only hand  pain ted  replica ceiling of the  Sistine Chapel in  Rome. T h en  the 
choice will be yours to visit the  Cathedral, A rundel Castle [entrance fee not 
included] a n d /o r the  local antique shops.

Pick-up Points: Railway Bell: 08.00; Hollis Motors 08.05; Frith Road; 08.10;
Maison Dieu Rd (Brook House) Car Park: 08.15

A 4-n ight stay in  York: Included is a day out to Beam ish O pen Air M useum, 
telling life in  the North East in  the  1820s 1900s and 1940s. Also included is an 
outing to Barnsdale Gardens. Consists of 38 separate gardens created  by  the  late 
Geoff H am ilton of G ardeners’ World fame. You will also have tim e to explore the 
city of York at your leisure.

A single  room  su p p lem en t o f £100 app lies.
P ick-up Points: To b e  n otified

To b o o k  any o f the ou tin gs p lease  co m p lete  th e  en closed  b o o k in g  form  and retu rn  w ith  
your p a y m en t/ch eq u e  payable, “T he Dover Society”. To R odney Stone, Bahia, 10 

L ighthouse Road, St Margaret's Bay, Dover. CT15 6EJ 
T elephone; 01304 852 838  

I f  a rece ip t is required p lease  en close  a S.A.E.

M onday 9 
to Friday 13 
Septem ber 
£395

22 June  
Saturday 
£20.00

All indoor meetings are held at St. Mary's Parish Centre 
Non-members are welcome on all society outings.

For all outings and events please book as early as possible.
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